
 
 

CITY OF EL PASO 
BUILDING & STANDARDS COMMISSION BOARD PANEL “B”  

OCTOBER 28, 2015 
5:30 P.M.  

 
MINUTES 

 
The Building & Standards Commission Panel “B” held a public hearing at the El Paso City Hall, 
City Council Chambers, 1st Floor, Wednesday, October 28, 2015 at 5:30 p.m. with the following 
members present: 
 
Board Members Present:   Others Present: 
Michael Bray     Ron Roth, Chief Building Inspector 
Randy Boggs     Wendi Vineyard, Assistant City Attorney 
Al Jurado (alternate)     Alexandro Esparza, Building Inspector  
Stefanie Uribarri    Nancy Spencer, recording secretary 
Chuck Taylor (Panel A)     
Armando Jimarez (Panel A)     
   
Board Members Absent: 
Roman Hernandez 

AGENDA 
 

Call to Order 
 
I. The Building & Standards Commission meeting, Panel “B” was called to order by 

Chairman Michael Bray at 5:43 p.m. 
 
II. Approval of the August 26, 2015 minutes 
 
Chairman Michael Bray noted approval of minutes of August 26, 2015 with a correction 
made to reflect 2015 instead of 2915.   
 
Witnesses were sworn in by Chairman Michael Bray 
 
Chairman Michael Bray wanted noted on the item wording Proper wording on 2316 
Wyoming of 8-16-15 
Regular Items:  
 

I. Public hearing to determine if the Building and Standards Commission Order for the property 
located at 2316 Wyoming Avenue in the City of El Paso (legal description on file with the City 
Clerk)is in compliance with the orders of August 26, 2015 .and if not, to determine what action 
to be taken on the non-compliance of the orders.  On August 26, 2015, the Building and 
Standards Commission ordered that the owners to board and secure the structures within 
thirty (30) days and return to the Commission within sixty (60) days and provide plans and an 
engineer’s report describing the rehabilitation of the structures within sixty (60) days of August 
26, 2015.  The owner of the property is identified as Jorge Gonzalez (record owner), and he 
has been notified of this hearing. 

 
Ron Roth, Chief Building Inspector, read the item into the record. 
 
Alex Esparza, Building Inspector, presented the case and gave a brief chronology on the history 
of the property and the condition that it was found in.  The board was advised that this case was 
previously presented to the Building Standards Commission on August 26, 2016 and the 
commission determined that this property was found to be in substandard conditions and unfit 
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for habitation or use, a hazard to the health safety and welfare and structures were not in 
compliance with municipal codes for the City of El Paso.  The owner was ordered to board and 
secure the property within 30 days and return to the commission in 60 days with plans and 
engineer’s report describing the rehabilitation of the property. 
 
This meeting is to verify compliance with the previous BSC order of August 26, 2015.  A certified 
condemnation letter was sent to the owner, Jorge Gonzalez, 308 Greensbord Street, Horizon 
City, Texas 79928.  Certified notices for the Public meeting scheduled for October 28, 2015 
were mailed to the owner and all interested parties on October 6, 2015.  As of October 19, 
2015, 2789.69 is owed in property taxes. 
 
Inspector Esparza, Building Inspector, presented the case and gave a brief chronology on the 
history of the property and the condition that it was found in.   
 
Chairman Bray requested a clarification on the presentation made as it differed from the packet 
information provided to the board.  Item 4 stated that the structures cannot be rehabilitation.  
Staff was asked if that recommendation still stands and was Mr. Bray was advised that 
demolition was still being recommended.  
 
Chairman Michael Bray asked the commission if they had questions regarding this case.  He 
also asked if the owner or anyone else was present for public comment or to speak on behalf of 
the property owner. 
 
Board member Al Jurado asked if the property’s front entrance was secured.  Inspector Esparza 
advised it was secured for two weeks, but now structures are open again. 
 
Board member Armando Jimarez asked if the Owners have provided a structural report from an 
engineer as requested. Chief Building Inspector Ron Roth advised they have not as of yet. 
 
Adrian Hernandez representative for the new owner was present for public comment.  
Interpreter was also present to interpret for Mr. Hernandez. Mr. Hernandez advised that he had 
plans for rehabilitating the property and has been submitted to the City of El Paso for approval 
authorization.   According to Mr. Hernandez, the plans have been reviewed and approved by an 
Engineer Reyes.   Mr. Hernandez stated that the City of El Paso over exceeding what they are 
requiring on the property.  According to the plans, he submitted there will changes to all the 
structures on the property investing approximately $45,000 into the property. In addition the 
property is zoned C-3. It would be illogical to ask for demolition of the property. Mr. Hernandez 
requested time for approval of the plans to rehabilitate the property. 
 
Chairman Bray advised this hearing was not to discuss the zoning issue but the condition of the 
property itself and whether the previous orders have been complied with.  Mr. Bray advised that 
in the orders, an engineering report was required to be submitted and asked if a proper report 
has been submitted. 
 
Mr. Hernandez advised that the property was purchased a day before by Ms. Veronica Rivera.  
He did not have any prior knowledge to on the property.    Mr. Bray advised that Ms. Rivera had 
prior knowledge that a report was required.  In addition, a new owner acquires any problems 
and requirements made for the property.    Mr. Bray advised that the owner was to provide an 
engineer’s report to determine if the property could be rehabilitated.  
 
Refugio de la Cruz, son of the owner was present for public comment.  Mr. De La Cruz advised 
that there has been an agreement with Ms. Rivera on the purchase of the property and was 
unaware of what was occurring with the property.  He also advised that the new owner Ms. 
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Rivera did secure the property and was advised of what needed to be done to bring the property 
into compliance. 
 
Board member Al Jurado advised Mr. De La Cruz that even though Ms. Rivera was informed 
about the problems with the property, Mr. De La Cruz allowed Ms. Rivera to work on the 
property without submitting an engineer’s report or obtaining permits.  Board member Chuck 
Taylor commented that although the property was secured previously, it was now open and 
accessible again and that the property was still not in compliance with the orders. 
 
There was further discussion on the ownership of the property and the issues involving the 
property and what was requested by the final orders of August 26, 2015.   
 
Ron Roth, Chief Building Inspector made a request for an engineer report and that plans are 
submitted so that they can be reviewed for approval.  
 
Chairman Bray requested that the property be properly boarded and secured.  Board member 
Armando Jimarez suggested that for safety concerns regarding the structure’s walls and 
electrical issues that the new owner provides documentation on the condition of the structure. 
Mr. Roth agreed that the engineer’s report should include whether it is feasible to rehabilitate 
the property.   
 
Chairman Bray advised that the new owner must comply with the City of El Paso Municipal 
Codes presently enforced.   Owner must understand that when permits are obtained, there will 
be required inspections. 
 
Mr. Jimarez advised that so that there is no miscommunication, they understand what is 
expected and required. 
 
Mr. Hernandez thanked the commission for the opportunity to work with them on obtaining the 
approval and permits to rehabilitate the property. 
  
Mr. Roth modified the staff recommendations which include submitting an Engineering report 
and obtaining permits obtained by November 21, 2015.  If no report is submitted and no permits 
are obtained, then the previous orders for demolition will stand.  In addition, board member 
Randy Boggs requested that the property be boarded up and secured within a week 
 
New owner Veronica Rivera asked if she could be assisted on what plans to submit for the 
rehabilitation of the property and was advised to seek assistance from staff. 
 
Motion made by Al Jurado seconded by Stefanie Urbarri, to accept staff 
recommendations with modifications, unanimously carried. 
 

To date an attempt to board the structures has been made however the property is still 
accessible to unwanted persons, and therefore the Department recommends that it be found: 
 
1. That the structures are substandard and unfit for habitation or use and a hazard to the public 

health, safety, and welfare; and 
2. That the structures are not in substantial compliance with the municipal ordinances 

regulating structural or service systems integrity, fire protection and disposal of refuse; and 
3. That the structure’s Certificate of Occupancy remain revoked; and 
4. That the structures can be rehabilitated; and 
5. That an engineer’s rep ort be submitted and permits obtained by November 21, 2015; and 
6. That the structures be demolished if no permits are obtained; and    
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7. That the premises be cleaned of all weeds, trash, and debris within thirty (30)  days and 

maintained clean thereafter; and 
8. That upon failure by the owners or any other interested party to comply with the order of the 

Building and Standards Commission, the City may take whatever action is necessary to 
bring the property into compliance, and place a lien on the property for the work which will 
be done by the City, to include demolition. 

 
II. Public hearings to determine if the property located at 5649 Saplinas Rd. in the City of El Paso 

is a dangerous structure and determine if the owner will be ordered to secure, repair, remove 
or demolish the property. The owner of this property have been identified as Joseph M. 
Entringer A/K/A Joseph Entringer (record owner), and he has been notified of this hearing.  

 
Ron Roth, Chief Building Inspector, read the item into the record. 
 
Alex Esparza, Building Inspector Building Inspector, presented the case and gave a brief 
chronology on the history of the property and the condition that it was found in. 
 
Chairman Michael Bray asked the commission if they had questions regarding this case.  He 
also asked if the owner or anyone else was present for public comment or to speak on behalf of 
the property owner. 
 
Lt. Albert Ruiz from the Fire Department advised that inspections had been conducted on the 
property and found it to be in an unstable condition.   
 
Chairman Michael Bray advised that since there have been two previous fires; there was a 
concern for a third fire. Lt. Ruiz advised that there is a potential for a third fire Board member 
Chuck Taylor advised there is a potential for spontaneous combustion in the property and asked 
what could be done to avoid that.  Chairman Bray asked if the utilities have been cut off and Lt. 
Ruiz advised that he believed they have, so spontaneous combustion is minimal. 
 
There was public comment from Mr. Raul Schroots who lives opposite of the property.  Mr. 
Schroots believed the fire was purposely set and asked that the commission proceed with the 
staff recommendations. Rosaura Schroots advised that property was vacant and had no utilities.  
There is a concern because there is a high school on the next block and the property was 
accessible to get inside. Mr. Schroots advised that there had been several calls to the fire 
department. 
 
Motion made by Jurado seconded by Boggs to accept staff recommendations, and 
unanimously carried.  
 
The owners have been notified of the property violations at this property. To date there has 
been no response or corrective action taken, and therefore the Department recommends that it 
be found: 
 
1. That the structures be condemned as substandard, and unfit for habitation or use and a 

hazard to the public health, safety, and welfare; and 
2. That the structures are not in substantial compliance with the municipal ordinances 

regulating fire protection, structural integrity, and disposal of refuse; and 
3. That the structure’s certificate of occupancy be revoked; and 
4. That the structures cannot be rehabilitated; and  
5. That the structures be demolished within thirty (30) days; and 
6. That the premises be cleaned of all weeds, trash, and debris within 30 days and maintained 

clean thereafter; and 
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7. That upon failure by the owners or any other interested party to comply with the order of the 

Building and Standards Commission the City may take whatever action is necessary to bring 
the property into compliance, and place a lien on the property for the work which will be 
done by the City to include demolition. 
 

III. Update(s) 
 

Commission advised no there would be no meeting in December and the next meeting will be in 
February, 2016.  The commission was given an update on the cases heard in August. 
 
IV. Adjournment  
 
Motion made by Stefanie Uribarri seconded by Randy Boggs to adjourn the meeting 
unanimously carried.  The meeting adjourned at 6:52p.m.  
 
 
___________________________________  _________________________________ 
Michael Bray, Chairman, Panel “B”   Ron Roth, Chief Building Inspector  
       Building and Safety Division 
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