
 



BUILDING AND STANDARDS BOARD AGENDA ITEM #5 FOR  

WEDNESDAY, JULY 27, 2016 

 
PLANNING & INSPECTIONS DEPARTMENT 

BUILDING SAFETY DIVISION 

 

MEMORANDUM 

July 20, 2016 

 

TO:  The Honorable Chairman and Board Members 

 

THROUGH: Victor Morrison-Vega, Deputy Director, Planning & Inspections Department 

 

FROM: Sonya Cahalan, Code Field Operations Supervisor 

 

SUBJECT: 717 E. San Antonio, El Paso, Texas 79901 

 
 The following is a brief chronology of the investigation of the referenced location: 

 

 First investigated on or about May 9, 2016 and May 11, 2016 with a follow-up inspection scheduled 

for July 26, 2016.  The multi-story commercial building was built on or about 1910 constructed of 

wood framing with brick veneer and a wood framed roof structure.  The building consists of five (5) 

stories and a basement, which is occupied only on the third floor and two (2) units at ground level.  

The main structure shows evidence of fire damage in two locations.  Fire protection is compromised 

due to penetrations of and removed or added portions of assemblies found throughout the structure.  

The elevators were found to be leaking hydraulic fluid and not functioning properly, and without a 

current inspection (last conducted August 18, 2009).  Illegal and non-compliant electrical work found 

throughout the structure with live electrical current in all areas.  Non-compliant plumbing work 

found in the basement.  Both first floor tenants are without tempered water. Mechanical equipment 

including, but not limited to, a package unit, a compressor and a cooling tower abandoned on the 

roof.  Combustible material being stored illegally throughout the building, but most predominantly 

on the fourth (4
th
) floor and basement.  A tenant improvement creating an apartment completed 

without permits, and therefore no certificate of occupancy. Several windows found to be broken and 

unsecured enabling entrance of pigeons and other pests.  There is indication of illegal residential 

occupancy in the basement.          

 A certified notice of violation was mailed to William D. Abraham, owner, on May 18, 2016. 

 Certified notices of the public hearing scheduled for July 27, 2016, were mailed to the owner and all 

interested parties on July 11, 2016. 

 As of July 19, 2016, $42,948.58 in taxes is owed and there is a pending law suit (filed August 2015), 

cause number 2015TX0791, City of El Paso vs. William D. Abraham. 

 

 The owners have been notified of the property violations at this property, to date there has been 

no response and minimal cosmetic corrective actions taken and therefore the Department recommends: 

 

1) That the structure be condemned as substandard, and unfit for habitation or use and a hazard to the 

public health, safety, and welfare; and 

2) That the structure is not in compliance with the municipal ordinances regulating fire protection, 

structural integrity, and disposal of refuse; and 

3) That occupancy be prohibited with the following exception: 

a) The three (3) current tenants, one on the third (3
rd

) floor and two (2) on the ground floor, may 

continue to occupy if the following conditions are met:  

i) Electrical system separated from main structure and properly functioning 



ii) Plumbing system separated from main structure and properly functioning 

iii) Mechanical system separated from main structure and properly functioning 

iv) Fire protection/separation from main structure for each tenancy  

v) Fire alarms/suppression system provided in compliance with the 2009 International Fire 

Code; and 

4) That the vacant portions of the structure be secured both on the exterior and interior from unwanted 

entry of both humans and pests within thirty  (30) days, in accordance with the 2009 International 

Property Maintenance Code, Section 110; and  

5) That the illegal occupancy of the basement cease immediately and remain uninhabited; and 

6) That the abandoned mechanical equipment be removed within thirty (30) days; and 

7) That all storage of combustible material be removed; and 

8) That permits for the electric and plumbing improvements be obtained within thirty (30) days; and 

9) That all non-compliant work be removed and electric service discontinued for all vacant portions of 

the structure; and 

10) That the elevators be repaired and certified by a licensed elevator technician within thirty (30) days; 

and 

11) That a structural engineer’s report on the fire damaged areas be submitted to the City within thirty 

(30) days; and 

12) That prior to any new occupancy, certificates of occupancy must be obtained for each use and/or 

tenant space; and 

13) That upon failure by the owner or any other interested party to comply with the order of the Building 

and Standards Commission the City may take whatever action is necessary to bring the property into 

compliance or vacate, board and secure the entire building, and place a lien on the property for the 

work which will be done by the City. 
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