
“Delivering Outstanding Services” 

Personal Wireless Service Facilities (PWSF) 
Title 20 Chapter 20.10  Section 20.10.455 

20.02.710 - Personal wireless service facility. 
"Personal wireless service facility (PWSF)" is an umbrella term encompassing a 
broad range of wireless communications technologies that transmit information, 
primarily cellular telephones (which use analog technology) and the newer personal 
communication services (PCS, which use digital technology). For both cellular and 
PCS facilities, there are three types of hardware to be considered: the antennas 
themselves, the mounting structures upon which the antennas are placed, and the 
equipment shelters in which the controls for the antennas are located. 
 
1. "Ground-mounted PWSF" means an antenna that is mounted on a freestanding 

support structure, such as a monopole or tower. (Camouflaging and Landscaping 
is Required) 

 
2. "Roof-mounted PWSF" means an antenna that is mounted on a structure that is 
located on the roof of a building. (Camouflaging Optional, Height Limit) 
 
3. "Facility-mounted PWSF" means an antenna that is mounted on a functioning 
light pole or other structure whose primary purpose is and will continue to be a use 
other than as an antenna support structure. (Incorporated into the primary 
structure) 
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Ground-mounted PWSF  
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Roof-mounted PWSF 
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Facility-mounted PWSF 
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Cell on Wheels (COWs) Not Permitted 
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“Delivering Outstanding Services” 

PWSF located in residential and apartment districts 
(including RF, SRR, PR-1, PR-2, & PMD) 

• Special Permit required in residential, apartment and residential 
special districts, maximum height limited to 50ft.  or 75 with a 
waiver from City Council . 

 
• Setback required 3:1 or 3 ft. additional setback per every ft. of 

height on tower. Waiver of setbacks by City Council for 2:1 or 
2ft.  additional setback per every ft. of height on tower if they 
meet the Council findings, except camouflaging.  
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“Delivering Outstanding Services” 

PWSF located in Commercial, Manufacturing, 
Industrial and Quarry Districts (C-1-C-4, M-1-M-3, Q) 

• Special Permit required only if setbacks are reduced, and if ½ mile 
location requirement or height limits are not met and a waiver is 
requested. 

 
• Setback required 1:1 or 1 ft. setback per every ft. of height on tower. 
 
• Council can waive any of the referenced requirements 
     if the Council findings are met, except camouflaging.   
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“Delivering Outstanding Services” 

Residential PWSF Exception Findings 

b. Modified Setbacks. The setback set forth in subsection (D)(1)(a)(i) may be 
reduced, but not below the following: one foot setback for each foot of height if the 
structure height is fifty feet or less; and two feet setback for each foot of height if 
the structure height is greater than fifty feet but no greater than seventy-five feet; if 
the city council, based on written evidence provided by the applicant, finds that: 
 
1. The property on which the PWSF antenna support structure is to be located is the only 

property reasonably available for use by the applicant that will enable the applicant to 
reasonably serve the area designated in a manner that is technically feasible and 
commercially reasonable; 
 

2. The applicant is unable to collocate its antennas on an existing PWSF antenna support 
structure that is used by a third person or entity and located such that the applicant is able 
to reasonably serve the area designated in a manner that is technically feasible and 
commercially reasonable; and 
 

3. The applicant cannot use another PWSF antenna support structure that is located such 
that the applicant is able to reasonable serve the area designated in a manner that is 
technically feasible and commercially reasonable or that the other PWSF antenna support 
structures used by the applicant will not safely support additional antennas. 
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“Delivering Outstanding Services” 

PWSF Separation Distance to other PWSF 
Exception Findings 

• d. Modified Separation Between PWSF Antenna Support Structures. The separation distance 
between ground-mounted PWSF antenna support structures may be reduced below one-half 
mile by city council based on findings that: 

1. i. The applicant is reasonably unable to use property that is more than one-half mile from 
another PWSF antenna support structure and be able to reasonably serve the area designated in 
a manner that is technically feasible and commercially reasonable; 

2. ii. The property on which the PWSF antenna support structure is to be located is the only 
reasonably available property for use within one-half mile of another PWSF antenna support 
structure that will enable the applicant to reasonably serve the area designated in a manner that 
is technically feasible and commercially reasonable; 

3. iii. The area designated by the applicant cannot be reasonably served in a manner that is 
technically feasible and commercially reasonable by locating additional antennas on the 
applicant's existing PWSF antenna support structures because such existing PWSF antenna 
support structures cannot safely support additional antennas; 

4. iv. The applicant is unable to collocate its antennas on an existing PWSF antenna support 
structure that is owned or operated by a third person or entity and located such that the 
applicant is able to reasonably serve the area designated in a manner that is technically feasible 
and commercially reasonable; and 

5. v. The applicant shall submit a list of addresses/locations showing all existing PWSF within a 
one-half mile radius of the proposed site and a map depicting such locations with the special 
permit application. 
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