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  City of El Paso – City Plan Commission Staff Report  

 

Case No:  SURW15-00010 St. Charles Street Vacation 

Application Type: Right-of-way Vacation 

CPC Hearing Date:                    August 27, 2015 

Staff Planner: Joaquin Rodriguez, (915) 212-1608 

rodriguezjx3@elpasotexas.gov  

Location: North of Fred Wilson and West of Patriot Freeway US 54 

Acreage: .043 acres 

Rep District: 2 

Existing Use: Commercial  Street 

Existing Zoning: C-1 (Commercial) 

Proposed Zoning:  C-1 (Commercial) 

Nearest Park: Logan Park (.69 Miles) 

Nearest School: Burnet Elementary (.59 Miles) 

Park Fees Required:              N/A 

Impact Fee Area: N/A 

Property Owner: Luis H. De La Cruz 

Applicant: Luis H. De La Cruz 

Representative: Dorado Engineering  

 

SURROUNDING ZONING AND LAND USE 

North: R-4 (Residential/) 

South: A-2 (Apartments) 

East:  C-1(Commercial) 

West:  C-1/c (Commercial/condition) 

 

PLAN EL PASO DESIGNATION: G2, Traditional Neighborhood 

 

APPLICATION DESCRIPTION  

The applicant proposes to vacate a .043 acre portion of right-of-way along St. Charles Street in the 

City’s northeast area.  St. Charles is a 70 foot right-of-way dedicated by plat in 1941.  The portion of 

right-of-way to be vacated lies between the existing sidewalk and the applicant’s front property line. The 

applicant’s front yard fence currently encroaches into the right-of-way, this encroachment has existed 

since at least 1956 as evidenced by Sanborn’s aerial photography of that year.  The existing sidewalk 

and street improvements will not be affected by this vacation. 
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DEVELOPMENT COORDINATING COMMITTEE  

The development coordinating committee recommends approval of the vacation request subject 

to the following condition: 

 Prior to or concurrent with final approval by City Council of this vacation request the 

applicant will dedicate a public utility easement along the northern 10 feet of the area to 

be vacated. 

This easement will accommodate existing utility infrastructure at the request of EPWU. 

Planning Division Recommendation 

Planning recommends approval of the vacation request. 

Additionally, the applicant has provided sufficient evidence that the encroachment of the 

applicant’s front yard has existed more than 30 years and has met the requirements set forth in a 

resolution passed by City Council on February 21, 2012; as such, the applicant will be required 

to pay ten percent of the determined fair market value of the portion of right-of-way to be 

vacated. 

Planning and Inspections Department - Land Development 

We have reviewed subject plats and recommend Approval. 

Capital Improvement Program - Parks 

No comments received. 

El Paso Water Utilities 

EPWU’s has reviewed the above reference street vacation request and provide the following 

comments: 

1.  EPWU’s planning and development section does not object to this request with a condition 

that the north 10’ of the street shall remain a full-width utility easement through the proposed 

street vacation in order to enable the construction, operation and maintenance of existing utility 

facilities.  

2.  Future improvements to the area contained within the 10’ Utility Easement must receive 

approval from the El Paso Water Utilities prior to the construction of proposed improvements. 

Water: 

3. There is an existing 6-inch (6”) diameter water main extending along St. Charles Street, the 

water main is located approximately 10 feet east from the center line of the right-of-way. 

4. There is an existing 20-inch (20”) diameter water main extending along Fred Wilson Rd., the 

water main is located approximately 20 feet south from the southern property line. 

5. EPWU records indicate an active ¾-inch (¾”) serving the subject property on Fred Wilson Rd.  

The service is located approximately 6-feet west of east property line.  The service address for 

this meter is 4301 Fred Wilson Rd. 

Sanitary Sewer: 

6. There is an existing 8-inch (8”) diameter sanitary sewer main extending along the north 10’ 
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utility easement of the property that is available for service, the sewer main is located 

approximately 7 feet north from the southern easement line. 

7. EPWU records indicate there are no sanitary sewer mains along St. Charles Street and Fred 

Wilson Rd. 

8. EPWU records indicate a 4-inch (4”) sanitary sewer service line serving the subject property 

within the north 10’ utility easement of the property. The service address for this service is 4301 

Fred Wilson Rd. 

General:  

9.  EPWU-PSB requires access to the existing sewer facilities 24 hours a day, seven (7) days a 

week. No building, reservoir, structure or other improvement, other than asphaltic paving 

(HMAC), shall be constructed or maintained on the above referenced utility easement without 

the written consent of EPWU-PSB. The placement of trees or planters shall be 10-feet away from 

any water/sewer facility. 

 

Streets and Maintenance Department 

No comments received 

 

Sun Metro 

No Objections 

 

El Paso County 911 District 

No comments received. 

 

El Paso Fire Department 

Recommends Approval. 

 

Central Appraisal District 

No objections. 

 

El Paso Electric Company 

No comments received 

 

Texas Gas Company 

No comments received.  
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Attachments  
1. Location map 

2. Aerial map 

3. Survey 

4. Metes & Bounds 

5. Application 

6. 1956 Sanborn Aerial Photo 

7. Resolution 
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ATTACHMENT 1 
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ATTACHMENT 2 
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ATTACHMENT 3 
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ATTACHMENT 4 
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ATTACHMENT 5 
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ATTACHMENT 6 
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ATTACHMENT 7 
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