
 
 

PHAP15-00002 
 
Date: January 26, 2015 
Application Type: Certificate of Appropriateness 
Property Owner: Sonia Sanchez 
Representative: Sandra Gallardo  
Legal Description: Being 7 Castle Heights, City of El Paso, El Paso County, Texas 
Historic District: Manhattan Heights  
Location: 3009 Grant Avenue 
Representative District:  #2 
Existing Zoning: R-3/H (Residential/Historic) 
Year Built: 1915 
Historic Status: Contributing  
Request: Certificate of Appropriateness for the removal of a chimney after-the-fact 
Application Filed: 1/5/2015 
45 Day Expiration: 2/19/2015 
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GENERAL INFORMATION: 

The applicant seeks approval for: 
 
Certificate of Appropriateness for the removal of a chimney after-the-fact 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 
 

The Historic Preservation Office recommends DENIAL of the proposed scope of 
work based on the following recommendations: 

 
                 The Design Guidelines for El Paso’s Historic Districts, Sites, and Properties recommend the              
                 following: 
 

• Preserve the shape, size, materials, and details of character-defining chimneys and 
foundations and other masonry/stone features.  Significant chimney details include 
features such as brick corbelling, terra cotta chimney pots, and decorative caps.   
 

• Maintain the integrity of masonry/stone features by re–laying loose bricks or stones 
and repairing deteriorated mortar joints as necessary.  Match original brick coursing.  
When re-pointing or tuck pointing masonry surfaces, match the dimension, 
composition, color, texture, profile, and design of the old mortar joints as closely as 
possible. 

 

• It is not appropriate to shorten or remove original chimneys when they become 
deteriorated.  Chimneys and furnace stacks that are not essential to the character of 
the structure, or that were added later, may be removed if it will not diminish the 
original design of the roof, or destroy historic details. 

 

• Construct new or replacement chimneys and foundations of historically appropriate 
materials such as brick or stone.  It is not appropriate to use substitute materials that 
simulate brick or stone. 

 
 
                The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation recommend the following: 

 

• The historic character of a property shall be retained and preserved. The removal of 
historic materials or alteration of features and spaces that characterize a property 
shall be avoided. 

 

• Deteriorated historic features shall be repaired rather than replaced. Where the 
severity of deterioration requires replacement of a distinctive feature, the new feature 
shall match the old in design, color, texture, and other visual qualities and, where 
possible, materials. Replacement of missing features shall be substantiated by 
documentary, physical, or pictorial evidence. 

 

• When the severity of deterioration requires replacement of a distinctive feature, the 
new feature will match the old in design, color, texture, and where possible materials. 
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CHIMNEY BEFORE REMOVAL 

 

 

 

 



INSURANCE COMPANY LETTERS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 


