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Certificate of Appropriateness

Martin Building LLC

Martin Building LLC

Being 5 Mills 20 ft. on Mills X 80 ft. Beg. 95 ft. W. of NEC (1600 sq. ft.)
City of El Paso, El Paso County, Texas

Downtown

114-A Mills Avenue

#8

C-5/H (Commercial/Historic)

1948

Landmark

Certificate of Appropriateness for the rehabilitation of the property
including a new storefront, signage, lighting, railings, and modification of
a window into a door.

8/18/2014

10/2/2014

ITEM #2

Subject
Property



GENERAL INFORMATION:

The applicant seeks approval for:

Certificate of Appropriateness for the rehabilitation of the property including a new storefront, signage,
lighting, railings, and modification of a window into a door.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION:

The Historic Preservation Office recommends APPROVAL WITH MODIFICATIONS of
the proposed scope of work based on the following recommendations:

The Downtown Historic District Design Guidelines recommend the following:

Determine if the existing storefront is the original or a later alteration. Preserve
original materials or details and the shape of original openings (otherwise the
proportions of the facade will be lost). Replace missing original elements such as
transom windows.

Storefronts should be fabricated from wood, but metal storefronts will be acceptable
provided that the design complements the architectural style of the facade and the
surrounding area and entry doors complement the structure’s architectural style.
Metal, vinyl, and synthetic materials may be used when:

a) proposed materials match existing material;

b) original detailing is not altered;

c) window and door trim is properly detailed; and

d) unique finishes are not covered or damaged.

New construction should be compatible with existing historic materials and
construction details.

San Jacinto Plaza Zone: It is recommended that storefronts be similar to that of the
Cortez. The storefront has a relatively small wainscot with large display windows and
the large double entry doors are topped with a transom.

The original size, division and shape of display windows should be retained. Glass
should be transparent for pedestrian viewing.

Transom windows should be preserved and/or restored where possible. Transom
windows may still be found underneath dropped ceilings and exterior cover-ups.
Signs should not hide or cover any significant detailing and/or architectural detailing
and/or architectural features of the building.

On-premise signage should not cover windows, doors, or air vents.

On-premise signs should be located in close proximity to the activity it is identifying.
In most cases, the best location is usually above, on, and/or near the front door.
Signs shall not exceed thirty square feet in all commercial and manufacturing
districts, and should not exceed six feet in height.

Signs constructed for landmark buildings or sites must be made of materials
attributed to the year in which the buildings or site was constructed.

Plastics are not permitted.

Designs should be innovative and compatible with the building and/or the
surrounding area.

Original metal material should be maintained where possible. If metal must be
replaced, new metal should match the design, shape and color (if possible) of the
original.



The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation recommend the following:

e New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction will not destroy
historic materials, features, and spatial relationships that characterize the property.
The new work shall be differentiated from the old and will be compatible with the
historic materials, features, size, scale and proportion, and massing to protect the
integrity of the property and its environment.

The modifications are that the new storefront be made of a metal other than Corten steel; that the
existing glass in the transom windows be restored rather than replaced; and that the entry door and roll-
down garage door and be configured to look like a historic storefront.



AERIAL MAP

‘%

i)
O
)

M

Q
=]
w0

Property




RENDERINGS AND ELEVATIONS
114 Mills Bar - Facade Improvement - INTERNATIONAL BAR AND LOUNGE
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PLANS
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ELEVATIONS
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