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Economic & International Development Department 
HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES 

1st FLOOR, CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
CITY HALL BUILDING, 300 N. CAMPBELL 

NOVEMBER 24, 2014 
4:00 P.M. 

 
 

The El Paso Historic Landmark Commission held a public hearing in the City Council 
Chambers, 1st Floor, City Hall Building, November 24, 2014, 4:00 p.m. 
 
 

The following commissioners were present: 
Chairman David Berchelmann 
Vice-Chairman Edgar Lopez 
Commissioner Beatriz Lucero 
Commissioner Randy Brock 
Commissioner William Helm II 
Commissioner John Moses 
Commissioner Ricardo Fernandez (left meeting after the Call to Order) 
 
 

The following commissioners were not present: 
Commissioner Cesar Gomez 
 
 

The following City staff members were present: 
Ms. Providencia Velázquez, Historic Preservation Officer, Economic Development 
Ms. Kristen Hamilton, Assistant City Attorney, City Attorney’s Office 
 
 

CALL TO ORDER 
Chairman Berchelmann called the meeting to order at 4:15 p.m., quorum present. 
 
 

CHANGES TO THE AGENDA 
None. 
 
 

I. CALL TO THE PUBLIC – PUBLIC COMMENT 
None. 
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II. REGULAR AGENDA – DISCUSSION AND ACTION 
 

Certificate of Appropriateness 
1. PHAP14-00031: 1 Miles Subdivision #1 Lot 1 (40000.65 Sq. Ft.), City of El Paso, El 

Paso County, Texas 
Location: 320 S. Americas Avenue 
Historic District: Mission Trail 
Property Owner: Southwest Convenience Stores, LLC. 
Representative: Bruce Armistead and Steve Medlock 
Representative District: 6 
Existing Zoning: C-4/H (Commercial/Historic) 
Year Built: N/A 
Historic Status: N/A 
Request: Certificate of Appropriateness for the construction of a 

convenience store with gas pumps, sidewalks, paving, and 
landscaping 

Application Filed: 11/13/14 
45 Day Expiration: 12/28/14 

 

Ms. Velázquez gave a presentation and noted the applicant is requesting a Certificate of 
Appropriateness for the construction of a convenience store with gas pumps, sidewalks, paving, 
and landscaping. 
 
Ms. Velázquez explained the boundaries for the Mission Trail Historic District are unique in that 
they are very narrow and extend 150 feet, both sides, of Socorro Road.  Commissioners will not 
review the convenience store for approval, as it is not located within the historic district 
boundaries.  However, she stated, the design of the proposed store was fitting for the area. 
 
Ms. Velázquez noted the proposed property was currently vacant.  The property owner 
proposes to install cavities for the gas pumps; not unusual in this area, due to existing gas 
pumps located at the convenience store across the street.  Additionally, the property owner 
proposes to include over 20 trees within the landscaped area. 
 
Ms. Velázquez read the following staff recommendations into the record: 
 

The Historic Preservation Office recommends APPROVAL of the proposed scope of work based 
on the following recommendations: 
 

The Mission Trail Design Guidelines recommend the following: 
• That new landscape is designed to complement the structure and the streetscape. 
• It is also recommended that within a 25’ setback, landscaping or fencing material be provided to 

screen non-compatible buildings or land use. 
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• Parking presently located in the front be screened with fencing material or landscaping. 
• When new landscaping is planned, it should be designed to complement the structure and the 

streetscape. 
• Almost all of the sidewalks are made of concrete; however, other alternatives exist.  Brick and stone 

pavers are available in a wide assortment of colors and patterns and can contribute to the overall 
enhancement of an area. 

• New structures should respect the integrity of existing buildings.  Existing historic structures and 
streetscapes need to be taken into consideration before designing new infill construction.  Setbacks, 
proportion, rhythm, and building elements should all be addressed. 

 

The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation recommend the following: 
• New additions and adjacent or related new construction will be undertaken in such a manner that, if 

removed in the future, the essential form and integrity of the historic property and its environment 
would be unimpaired. 

• Each property will be recognized as a physical record of its time, place, and use.  Changes that create a 
false sense of historic development, such as adding conjectural features or elements from other historic 
properties, will not be undertaken. 

 

Mr. W. Claiborne Gallagher, Real Estate Broker, RJL Real Estate Consultants and Mr. Frank 
Flores-Villarruel, Intern Architect, ADC Inc., representing the property owner, were present and 
responded to comments and/or questions from Chairman Berchelmann, Vice-Chairman Lopez, 
and Commissioner Moses. 
 

Mr. Gallagher explained the property owner has owned this property for several years; 
additionally, the property owner will purchase approximately 30,000 feet of adjacent property to 
increase the lot size. 
 

Regarding the landscape, Mr. Flores-Villarruel commented on the proposed trees planted on the 
right side of the corridor.  He explained the ornamental sign would not be located within the 
historic district boundaries.  At this time, there are no plans for signage located on Socorro Road. 
 

MOTION: 
Motion made by Vice-Chairman Lopez, seconded by Commissioner Moses AND UNANIMOUSLY 
CARRIED TO APPROVE THE CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATNESS. 
 
 

2. Addresses of property HLC commissioners have requested that HLC staff review or 
investigate and provide a report to the HLC.  If no addresses are submitted in advance and 
listed under this agenda item, commissioners may announce such addresses under this agenda 
item.  Discussion on property announced at this meeting will take place during the next 
regularly scheduled meeting.  November 24, 2014 deadline for HLC members to request for 
agenda items to be scheduled for December 8, 2014 meeting.  December 8, 2014 deadline for 
HLC members to request for agenda items to be scheduled for the December 29, 2014 meeting. 
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At the October 20th meeting, Ms. Velázquez explained, she updated Commissioner Gomez on 
properties he had requested. 

 

Ms. Velázquez informed commissioners she is getting information on enrolling in and 
completing the Code Enforcement course, which would allow her to be responsible for citing 
properties in historic districts.  Rather than relying on Code Enforcement staff, being a certified 
Code Enforcement Officer will allow Ms. Velázquez to gather the necessary data herself. 

 
 

HLC Staff Report 
3. Update on Administrative Review Cases since the last HLC meeting for the properties listed 

on the attachment posted with this agenda.  (See Attachment “A”) 
 

Chairman Berchelmann asked commissioners if they had any comments and/or questions for 
staff. 

 

Chairman Berchelmann wondered why a property owner’s name would not be known, for 
example, PHHR14-000146-1720 W. Paisano Drive, Owner not listed (owner). 

 

Ms. Velázquez responded occasionally the El Paso Central Appraisal District website does not 
list the property owners’ name(s), perhaps as a safety precaution. 

 

Commissioner Moses commented on a request, for the property at 2916 Federal Avenue, to 
remove interior glass panes from two windows and replace with double pane glass.  Windows 
form and exterior appearance will not be altered. 

 

Ms. Velázquez explained that this was the baby’s room, which gets very cold; however, the 
property owner did not want to replace the window sash.  To remedy the situation, the 
property owner promised not to alter the appearance of the window, if he could maintain the 
existing sash. 

 

MOTION: 
Motion made by Chairman Berchelmann, seconded by Commissioner Helm AND UNANIMOUSLY 
CARRIED TO APPROVE THE ADMINISTRATIVE REVIEW CASES FROM LAST MONTH 
OR SO. 

 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
 

CONFERENCE INFORMATION – INTERIOR STORM WINDOWS 
From information she received at the conference regarding many types of interior storm 
windows, Ms. Velázquez explained, from this point forward she would be proposing interior 
storm windows. 
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Other Business – Discussion and Action 

4. Discussion and action amending Chapter 20.20 (Historic Landmark Preservation) of the El 
Paso City Code. (tabled 10.06.14) 

 

UPDATE – EL PASO COUNTY HISTORICAL COMMISSION (EPCHC) 
El Paso County Historical Commissioners, Mr. Bernie Sargent and Dr. Max Grossman have: 
1. Met with all eight City Council representatives and the City Manager to discuss 

preservation, specifically in Downtown El Paso; 
2. From those meetings, EPCHC Commissioners stated, ‘the reaction from them has been mostly 

supportive.’  The City Council representatives are aware of and very unhappy due to the 
downtown historic buildings having been demolished; furthermore, the representatives 
are aware that downtown can be the springboard for heritage tourism. 

 

Therefore, Ms. Velázquez stated, commissioners and staff will not be discussing amendments to 
Chapter 20.20 (Historic Landmark Preservation) as of yet. 
 
UPDATING THE DOWNTOWN HISTORIC DISTRICT SURVEY 
Ms. Velázquez proposed updating the survey of the Downtown Historic District because it was 
created in 1992 and very outdated.  Many properties currently listed as non-contributing should 
actually be listed contributing; additionally, the recently demolished buildings will be removed 
from the survey list. 
 

EXPANDING THE DOWNTOWN HISTORIC DISTRICT SURVEY TO INCLUDE THE 
SEGUNDO BARRIO AND OTHER AREAS 
Ms. Velázquez proposed not only updating the Downtown Historic District survey but 
expanding the survey to include the Segundo Barrio and other areas, as well. 
 

NATIONAL REGISTER – EXPANDED DOWNTOWN HISTORIC DISTRICT 
In conclusion, Ms. Velázquez proposed, after completing the expanded Downtown Historic 
District survey, ensuring the newly expanded Historic District be listed on the National Register.  
This will allow the expanded Historic District to qualify for tax credits. 
 

Chairman Berchelmann requested staff place an item on the next HLC agenda addressing Ms. 
Velázquez’s proposals. 
 

Commissioner Helm wondered if commissioners should wait until the EPCHC commissioners 
present their code amendments to City Council. 
 

Ms. Velázquez replied the CHC promised to take something to City Council.  In the meantime, 
she has applied for several grants in order to fund her proposals.  She asked commissioners if 
they had any input or if they would like to review the proposed map, she would have that 
information available at the next meeting. 
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SEGUNDO BARRIO AREA SURVEY 
Ms. Velázquez understood a survey of the Segundo Barrio area was conducted; however, no 
action was taken on that.  Currently, there some demolition/construction is occurring, which 
has gone undocumented in the past. 

 

Chairman Berchelmann replied this is somewhat embarrassing and surprising.  He requested 
staff place an item on the next HLC agenda to allow commissioners to discuss and take action 
on Ms. Velázquez’s proposals. 

 

5. Approval of Regular Meeting Minutes for October 6 and 20, 2014. 
 

There were no meeting minutes available for review. 
 
 

MOTION: 
Motion made by Chairman Berchelmann, seconded by Commissioner Moses AND UNANIMOUSLY 
CARRIED TO ADJOURN THE MEETING AT 4:31 P.M. 
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