ZBA08-00029 10805 John Schlee Court Enrique and Linda Sarabia

Applicants request a Variance (Rear Yard Setback) from Section 20.12.020, Table of Density and
Dimensional Standards, A-2 Zoning District, Building Setbacks, Single-family dwelling).

This would permit the construction of an addition of which a 41’5” by 5’ portion is proposed to encroach 5’
into the required rear yard setback.

The required cumulative front and rear yard setback total is 45’ for a single-family residence in an A-2
(Medium Density Residential) zone.

BACKGROUND

The applicants are requesting to build an addition that has a greater width (41°5”) than the one-third average
lot width (26.66’) permitted under the Special Exception G. The applicants’ representative was advised that
if the applicants continued with this request, it would have to be a request for a Variance from the Zoning
Code setback requirements. The applicants’ representative was also advised that the Staff would not
support the request since there are no special conditions inherent in the lot that create an unnecessary
hardship.

CALCULATIONS

1/3 average lot width = 26.66’ (80’ + 3)
Requested width of encroachment = 41'5”
Required rear yard setback = 25’
Requested rear yard setback = 21’

STAFF RECOMMENDATION

Staff recommends denial of the Variance request as the need for the variance is not due to special
conditions inherent in the property itself and literal enforcement of the ordinance would not create an
unnecessary hardship as defined in Section 20.02.1128 of the El Paso Municipal Code:

“Unnecessary hardship” means a hardship by reason of exceptional shape of a lot,
exceptional topographic conditions, or other exceptional physical conditions of a parcel of
land. Unnecessary hardship shall not include personal or financial hardship or any other
hardship which is self-imposed.

The Zoning Board of Adjustment is empowered under Section 2.16.030 to:
"Authorize in specific cases a variance from the terms of a zoning ordinance if the variance is not contrary to

the public interest and, due to special conditions, a literal enforcement of the ordinance would result in
unnecessary hardship, and so that the spirit of the ordinance is observed and substantial justice is done."

The following questions should be carefully considered in order to grant a variance:
1.  Is the variance consistent with public interest?

2. Is the need for the variance due to special conditions?

3. Would a literal enforcement of the ordinance create an unnecessary hardship?

4. Would the spirit of the ordinance be observed and substantial justice done if the variance is
approved?
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City of El Paso, El Paso County, Texas

Unit 12 Replat B
Lot 15 Block 14-C
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