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CITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT-PLANNING 
ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT MEETING MINUTES 

COUNCIL CHAMBERS, CITY HALL BUILDING 
MAY 12, 2014 

1:30 P.M. 
 
 
Chairman Concha called the meeting to order at 1:30 p.m. 
 
 
The following Board Members answered roll call: 
Mr. Robert Concha, Jr., Chairman 
Mr. Robert Garland, Vice-Chairman 
Ms. Margaret Livingston 
Mr. Roy Gilyard 
Mr. Luis De La Cruz 
Mr. Rick Cordova 
Mr. Jeff Gonzalez 
Mr. Othon Medina 
Mr. James Graham 
 
The following City Staff were present: 
Ms. Linda Castle, City Development Department, Senior Planner 
Mr. Alex Hoffman, City Development Department, Lead Planner 
Mr. Tony De La Cruz, Building & Development Permitting, Senior Plans Examiner 
Ms. Kristen Hamilton, Assistant City Attorney, Legal 
 
 
CHANGES TO THE AGENDA 
Item 1: PZBA14-00012 should read PZBA14-00013, all other information is correct. 
 
MOTION: 
Motion made by Mr. Cordova, seconded by Vice-Chairman Robert Garland AND 
UNANIMOUSLY CARRIED TO APPROVE THE CHANGE. 
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PUBLIC HEARING 
REGULAR AGENDA: 
 

ITEM 1: 
PZBA14-000123 4720 Gabriel Drive Edilito S. Namit 
Applicant requests a Special Exception under Section 2.16.050 J (Carport over a 
Driveway) in an R-3A (Residential) zone.  This would allow a new 21’6” by 17’2” (369 
sq. ft.) carport that is proposed to encroach in the required front yard setback and to be 
located to within 3’3” of the front property line.  The required cumulative front and 
rear yard setback total in the R-3A zone district is 45 feet.  The applicant is requesting a 
carport which will match the existing house in materials and design, with a roof that 
rises no higher than the roof of the house and is proposed to be located to within 3’3” 
of the front property line.  Building & Development Permitting has reviewed the 
structural plans and notes the beams are over spanned.  The applicant has been 
informed of the structural changes that will be required on the plans prior to issuance 
of building permit. There is a utility easement at the front property line, and the 
applicant has obtained letters of no objection from the utility companies. 
 

STAFF RECOMMENDS APPROVAL OF THE REQUEST FOR THE SPECIAL 
EXCEPTION J (CARPORT OVER A DRIVEWAY), PROVIDED CORRECTED 
STRUCTURAL PLANS ARE SUBMITTED PRIOR TO ISSUANCE OF BUILDING 
PERMIT. 
 

The following City staff commented: 
1. Ms. Castle gave a presentation and noted Staff did not receive any phone calls in 

favor of or in opposition to the request. 
2. Ms. Kristen Hamilton 
 

Chairman Concha and Board Members Mr. Gonzalez, Mr. De La Cruz, and Ms. 
Livingston commented. 
 

Mr. Edilito Namit, property owner, responded to comments from the Board. 
 

MOTION: 
Motion made by Ms. Livingston, seconded by Mr. De La Cruz AND UNANIMOUSLY 
CARRIED TO APPROVE. 
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Other Business – Discussion and Action: 
 

Agenda items 2. and 3. were discussed and voted on concurrently. 
2. Review of proposed changes to Bylaws of the Zoning Board of Adjustment. 
 

The following City staff commented: 
1. Ms. Castle 
2. Ms. Hamilton stated, for those Board Members who missed the March 31, 2014 

ZBA Special Meeting Training for Board Members, she would email the 
PowerPoint presentation to them if they so desired. 

 

Chairman Concha, Vice-Chairman Garland and Board Members Mr. Medina, Mr. 
De La Cruz, Mr. Gilyard, and Mr. Graham commented. 

 

FOR THE RECORD – MR. GRAHAM 
Mr. Medina presented a question with a scenario in which a good friend might 
come before the board requesting a zoning adjustment.  To help answer Mr. 
Medina’s question, Mr. Graham read the following into the record: 
 

ZBA By-Laws, Article 5. (Ethics) 
“Any member of the Board who has a personal or financial interest in any 
specific matter presented before the Board shall excuse themselves…” 
 

Mr. Graham stated that the relationship Mr. Medina described would 
constitute a personal interest. 

 

MOTION: 
Motion made by Mr. Gonzalez, seconded by Ms. Livingston AND CARRIED TO 
ADOPT THE NEW RULES, BY-LAWS, AND ZBA ORDINANCE AMENDMENTS 
AS WRITTEN. 

 

NAY: Mr. Medina 
 

Following the vote: 
1. Mr. Cordova pointed out the new location for ZBA meetings at City 3 Building, 801 

Texas Avenue. 
Article 3. Meetings 
Regular meetings of the Board shall be heldscheduled on the second and fourth Monday 
of each month, beginning at 1:30 p.m., in the City Hall BuildingCity 3 Building, 801 
Texas Avenue, unless otherwise determined by the Board. 
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2. For clarification, Chairman Concha stated noted Agenda Items 2. and 3. were 
discussed and voted on concurrently. 

 
 

Agenda items 2. and 3. were discussed and voted on concurrently. 
3. Proposed change to ZBA Ordinance, Section 2.16.060 E, Administration, regarding 

postponements of cases. 
 
 

MOTION: 
Motion made by Mr. Gonzalez, seconded by Ms. Livingston AND CARRIED TO 
ADOPT THE NEW RULES, BY-LAWS, AND ZBA ORDINANCE AMENDMENTS 
AS WRITTEN. 

 

NAY: Mr. Medina 
 

4. Approval of Minutes: April 14, 2014 
 

Chairman Concha asked Board Members if they had any additions, corrections 
and/or revisions.  There were none. 

 

MOTION: 
Motion made by Mr. De La Cruz, seconded by Vice-Chairman Garland AND 
UNANIMOUSLY CARRIED TO APPROVE THE APRIL 14, 2014 MINUTES. 

 

ABSTAIN: Mr. Medina 
 

MOTION: 
Motion made by Vice-Chairman Garland, seconded by Ms. Livingston AND 
UNANIMOUSLY CARRIED TO ADJOURN. 

 
 
 

______________________________ 
Linda Castle, Senior Planner 
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