
Accessory Buildings, Title 20, Zoning, Supplemental Use Regulations 
 
20.10.030 Accessory buildings and structures. 
 
A. Residential. 

1. Residential accessory buildings not over one story or fifteen feet in height must be 
located in a rear yard, or may be located in a side yard if minimum required side 
setbacks are maintained. Condensing units for central air conditioning systems 
shall be no closer than five feet to a lot line. 

2. Any residential accessory building closer than five feet to a main building shall be 
considered as part of the main building, shall be located within the buildable area 
required for a main building, and shall be subject to all applicable restrictions for 
the main building. 

3. Residential accessory buildings shall be located not less than sixty feet from the 
front lot line, a minimum of five feet from the main building, and shall comply 
with the side and side street yard requirements. No rear yard setback shall be 
required. 

4. The gross floor area of a residential accessory building shall not exceed the more 
restrictive of the following, except that a building with up to four hundred square 
feet shall be permitted: 
a. Fifty percent of the gross floor area of the main building; or 
b. Forty percent of the area of the rear yard. 

5. A residential private garage or other accessory building may be connected to the 
main building by a breezeway or connected by a fence or wall up to six feet in 
height, provided that the breezeway shall not exceed an overall width of five feet 
and shall be a minimum of seventy-five percent open to the outside on both sides. 

6. Residential accessory buildings shall be built concurrently with or after the 
construction of the main building and shall be used only as permitted by this code. 

7. Where a residential garage entrance is from an alley, the structure must be located 
at least five feet from the property line. 

8. In residential, apartment and special districts where community refuse containers 
are provided, these shall be completely screened from view by fences or walls and 
have a gate which can be latched open. 

B. Ranch and Farm District. 
1. A maximum of two single-family dwelling units shall be permitted for farm and 

ranch properties of not less than six acres nor more than twenty-five acres, 
without regard to street frontage, provided both dwelling units shall be for year-
round farm and ranch operators, or farm and ranch workers and their families. 

2. One additional dwelling unit for additional farm and ranch workers and their 
families shall be permitted for each additional twenty-five acres. 

C. Placement of Portable Storage Containers. 
1. On any lot located in zoning district C2, C3, C4, M1, M2, M3, PI, GMU or IMU 

one or more portable storage containers may be permitted as accessory storage to 
the principal use(s) provided the following conditions are met: 

2. The floor area contained in the portable storage container shall be limited to no 
more than ten percent of the floor area of the principal use except that for 
principal buildings less than one thousand six hundred (1,600) square feet in size, 
the container may be up to one hundred sixty square feet in size. In buildings with 
multiple tenants, no single user shall be permitted more than ten percent of the 
floor area of its use. 
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3. Portable storage containers shall be located at least five feet behind the front wall 

line of the principal building. 
4. Portable storage containers shall be required to meet side and rear setback 

requirements for buildings and shall be located at least twenty feet from any 
abutting apartment or residential zoning district. 

5. Signage on portable storage containers shall be limited to one sign per container, 
not exceeding two square feet. The signage shall not be visible from any abutting 
street or any adjacent property in an apartment or residential zoning district. 

6. Vertical stacking of portable storage container and stacking of any other materials 
or merchandise on top of any portable storage container shall be prohibited. No 
running gear shall be left underneath any portable storage container. 

7. No portable storage container shall be placed or located on a required parking 
space, circulation aisle/lane, fire access lane, required landscape area, required 
open space, retention or detention basins, loading zone, or any other location that 
may cause hazardous conditions or constitute a threat to public safety. 

8. A building permit shall be required for the installation of portable storage 
containers and the design and installation of any such portable storage containers 
shall comply with Title 18. 

9. Exceptions: 
a. Portable storage containers temporarily placed on lots during a period of 

ongoing permitted construction on the same lots are exempt from the above 
requirements. 

b. The temporary placement of a portable storage container on a lot for the 
purpose of loading and unloading household contents shall be permitted for a 
period of time not exceeding seven days in a calendar year. 

(Ord. 16653 § 2 (part), 2007) 
 


