Dedicated to Outstanding Customer Service for a Better Community

SERVICE SOLUTIONS SUCCESS

HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES
CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS - 2Nd FLOOR
APRIL 11, 2011
4:00 P.M.

The El Paso Historic Landmark Commission held a public hearing in the City Council Chambers, 2nd
Floor, City Hall Building, April 11, 2011, 4:00 p.m.

Chair Riccillo called the meeting to order at approximately 4:05 p.m.
The following Commissioners were present:

Mor. Joe Riccillo, Chair

Mr. Hugo Gardea, Vice-Chair
Ms. Stephanie Fernandez

Mr. Joel Guzman (4:06)

Mor. Ricardo Gonzalez

Mr. Randy Brock

Mr. Jim Booher

Mr. David Berchelmann

The following City Staff were present:

Mr. Robert Almonte, City Attorney’s Office, Assistant City Attorney

Ms. Cynthia Osborn, City Attorney’s Office, Assistant City Attorney

Ms. Providencia Velazquez, Planning and Economic Development, Historic Preservation Officer
Mr. Tony De La Cruz, Planning and Economic Development, Planner

I CALL TO THE PUBLIC - PUBLIC COMMENT

None

CHANGES TO THE AGENDA

None

Ms. Velazquez noted there were no changes to the agenda and introduced new Historic
Landmark Commission legal advisor, Mr. Robert Almonte.

Mr. Almonte explained he was in the District Attorney’s Office before coming to the City
Attorney’s Office. Additionally, he was looking forward to working with Commissioners and
Staff.
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IL.

Certificate of Appropriateness

MOTION:

Motion made by Chair Riccillo, seconded by Vice-Chair Gardea and UNANIMOUSLY
CARRIED TO APPROVE THE REGULAR AGENDA AS IT STANDS.

NOT PRESENT FOR THE VOTE: Commissioner Guzman

REGULAR AGENDA - DISCUSSION AND ACTION

1.

PHAP11-00012

Location:

Historic District:
Property Owner:
Representative:
Representative District:
Existing Zoning;:

Year Built:

Historic Status:
Request:

Application Filed:
45 Day Expiration:

Being a portion of 17 Mills Nely Pt. of Blk (100.00 on Nely-121.77 on
Sely-Irreg. on Swly-95.08 on Nwly), City of El Paso, El Paso County,
Texas

333 N. Oregon Street

Downtown

Mills Plaza Parking LP

William Helm, ASA Architects

#8

C-5/H

2010

Non-contributing

Certificate of Appropriateness for the construction of a patio at the
main facade and new construction at the rear facade.

4/4/2011

5/19/2011

Ms. Velazquez gave a PowerPoint presentation and explained the applicant is requesting a
Certificate of Appropriateness for two projects — the construction of a patio at the main facade
and new construction at the rear facade. The parking garage, adjacent to the Mills Building,
was previously the site of the St. Regis Hotel; additionally, a restaurant will be located on the
ground floor. The structure will be visually appealing; the fagade looks very much like the
original St. Regis Hotel and will hide the parking garage.

Patio at the main facade: Visible from Oregon Street. The outdoor dining area, with brick
facing and wrought iron fencing to contain the area, will be paved
and sloped.

Visible from Main Street.
mezzanine floor, underneath the parking area, stuccoed, and faces
concrete block.

Addition to the kitchen: Located at the rear facade, on the

Per the PowerPoint presentation photograph of the St. Regis Hotel with outdoor railing, Ms.
Velazquez pointed out the proposed location of the wrought iron fencing. She noted wrought
iron fencing will not look like the original railing; however, it will have a precedent.
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THE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICE RECOMMENDS APPROVAL OF THE PROPOSED
SCOPE OF WORK BASED ON THE FOLLOWING RECOMMENDATIONS:

e Existing structure is a non-contributing property constructed in 2010 and located within the
Downtown Historic District.

o The rear facade of the new building does not possess any historically significant details that will be
damaged or destroyed by the construction of the new addition.

e Proposed location of the new construction requires minimal disturbance of the structure.

The Downtown Historic District Design Guidelines recommend the following:
e Fencing should be of brick and/or wrought iron.
The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation recommend the following:

o Designing and constructing new additions to buildings when required by the use. New work should be
compatible with the character of the setting in terms of size, scale design, material, color, and texture.

o Designing new exterior additions to buildings or adjacent new construction which is compatible with
the historic character of the site and which preserves the historic relationship between the building or
buildings and the landscape.

e Minimizing disturbance of terrain around buildings or elsewhere on the site, thus reducing the
possibility of destroying or damaging important landscape features or archeological resources.

e Designing new work to be compatible in materials, size, scale, and texture.

Commissioner Gonzalez felt the brick portions were too large and wondered if the brick
matched any features of the building. He was, however, in favor of the wrought iron fencing
and suggested wrought iron fencing throughout.

Mr. William Helm, ASA Architects, representing the El Paso Community Foundation,
explained the purpose of the brick and wrought iron is to create a two level sidewalk and to
comply with the Traffic Engineering Department Special Use requirements to use the space for
special events and outdoor patio dining. The brick portions, which tie in with the original
construction, aligned to and are the same width as the brick columns of the buildings with
wrought iron fencing spaced between. The trees, unfortunately, will be removed to allow ADA
access on the sidewalk. Eventually the traffic light and street lamppost will be moved a few
feet in order to accommodate the patio. The concept behind the patio design was to open up
the event space visibility to the street and Plaza Theatre and offer more transparency to the
building. Mr. Helm explained, due to the retaining wall and because Oregon Streets slopes up,
there will be a grading differential for the northern side sidewalk on the Main Street side.

MOTION:
Motion made by Vice-Chair Gardea, seconded by Commissioner Booher and CARRIED TO APPROVE
AS PRESENTED.
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Prior to the vote, Commissioner Guzman noted there used to be a plaque/ground monument,
commemorating the 1909 visit to El Paso by President Taft and President Diaz. He wondered
what had happened to it.

AYES: Commissioners Fernandez, Guzman, Gardea, Brock, Booher, and Berchelmann
NAY: Commissioner Gonzalez (based on the design of the fence)

Addresses of property HLC Commissioners have requested that HLC staff review or
investigate and provide a report to the HLC. If no addresses are submitted in advance and
listed under this agenda item, Commissioners may announce such addresses under this agenda
item. Discussion on property announced at this meeting will take place during the next
regularly scheduled meeting. March 28, 2011 deadline for HLC members to request for agenda
items to be scheduled for the April 11, 2011 meeting. April 11, 2011 deadline for HLC members
to request for agenda items to be scheduled for the April 25, 2011 meeting.

A. Magoffin Villas at 915, 917, 1001 Magoffin Avenue and 1000, 1008, 1010 Myrtle Avenue

Ms. Velazquez explained she had spoken to Mr. Roberto Gonzalez, Centro de Salud
Familiar La Fe, regarding the brick versus stucco issue. Mr. Gonzalez wants the brick to be
where it is supposed to be; however, his question was who is going to pay for this mistake.
Mr. Gonzalez felt that this was not his mistake; he did not submit the drawings.

Chair Riccillo requested Staff place this item on the next HLC meeting agenda.
B. 1725 Arizona Avenue (Fall Mansion)

Last week, Ms. Velazquez and Mr. De La Cruz walked through the property with the
contractor, pointing out to the contractor what is to remain and what is be removed. To
remain are the windows, to include the leaded glass window on the stair landing,
wallpaper, and all fireplace mantels with wainscoting. To be removed are the chandeliers
that are not original to the property, a whirlpool tub, and a few other small items.  She
urged Commissioners to view the site when complete.

Mr. De La Cruz noted construction should be completed within 220 calendar days. If
Commissioners would like, he would make copies of all the photographs taken during the
walk through.

Vice-Chair Gardea noted the contractor for the project was Southwest General Contractors,
per the El Paso Times.

Chair Riccillo was pleased to note that on the entire first floor, not a single piece of
woodwork has been painted; all is varnished.

Chair Riccillo asked Commissioners if they had any addresses to add. There were none.
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HLC Staff Report

3.

A. Update on Administrative Review Cases since last HLC meeting for the properties listed
on the attachment posted with this agenda. (See Attachment “A”)

Regarding window replacements, Ms. Velazquez stated, Staff informs all applicants they
must replacement casement windows with casement windows that operate and look
exactly like the originals.

Regarding the window replacement for 1616 Radford, Mr. De La Cruz explained, the

replacement casement windows were wood clad interior with aluminum frame exterior

Pellas and closely resembled the originals.

Commissioner Gonzalez noted the property at 1616 Radford was the old Weaver mansion.
B. Update on Portland Avenue street enhancement project.

Ms. Velazquez explained she met with Engineering & Construction Management Staff and

members of the Manhattan Heights Historic District to discuss plantings. Everything is
moving forward.

Planning & Economic Development Department Reports

4.

Staff report regarding re-zonings of designated buildings in other municipalities.

Ms. Velazquez explained she had previously emailed Commissioners the report from the City
of Austin regarding rezoning. She noted that their ability to weigh in on rezoning is not in the
code, not in their ordinance, it is just sort of a policy they have. The City of Dallas was the only
one, out of four cities, with any written language regarding input on rezoning.

Visionaries in Preservation Report

5.

Discussion and action regarding VIP issues.

Ms. Velazquez thanked Chair Riccillo for providing her Mr. Morris Brown’s information. She
sent an email to Mr. Brown, AIA, Instructor and Interim Director of the Texas Tech School of
Architecture, El Paso Program, regarding the National Register nomination for the Magoffin
Historic District and possibly making this a class project for the September term. There are at
least 170 properties within the Magoffin Historic District that must be individually researched.

Other Business

6.

A. Approval of Historic Landmark Commission Meeting Minutes for March 28, 2011.

Chair Riccillo asked if Commissioners had any changes/corrections/revisions. There being
none.

MOTION:
Motion made by Chair Riccillo, seconded by Commissioner Guzman and
UNANIMOUSLY CARRIED TO APPROVE THE MARCH 28, 2011 MINUTES.
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Ms. Veldzquez requested Commissioners discuss item 6E prior to discussing item 6B. There were no
objections.
Discussion and action on application review regarding demolition changes.

Ms. Velazquez explained she has been researching demolition delays as they are processed
in San Antonio and Boulder; those are the closest cities with demolition delays written in
their code. She would like to use these examples as a basis for the Historic Landmark
Commission.

Commissioners requested Staff continue to post this item on future agendas.

Discussion and action on the Historic Landmark Commission recommendation/opinion on
rezoning cases.

See item 4, page 5.
. Discussion and action on amending the Administrative Review Guidelines for windows.

Ms. Velazquez explained that Commissioners have requested several changes be made to
the HLC ordinance language and Administrative Review Guidelines. She would like to
put all those changes together in one presentation. HLC Staff will have to meet with
Supervisors/other Department Staff and Directors and go through the LRC process.
Additionally, she reminded Commissioners that discussions regarding vinyl fencing had
come up in the past and requested Commissioners include that in future Administrative
Review Guideline rewrites.

Commissioner Guzman would like to revisit the 50% hardscape/softscape language for
front yards and parkways in the Administrative Review Guidelines.

Chair Riccillo asked Staff if it were possible to propose amendments to each of the
individual Historic District Guidelines.

Mr. De La Cruz responded that the Administrative Review Guidelines address general
repair issues such as fencing, windows, etc. Staff would like to address all Administrative
Review Guidelines all at once. Staff will retype the Administrative Review Guidelines,
meet with the individual Historic District neighborhoods for their input after revising the
Administrative Guidelines, present those revisions to Commissioners so that they can
include their suggestions/comments, and finally present those to the LRC.

Chair Riccillo proposed a one month deadline for Commissioners to add their
changes/revisions to the Administrative Review Guidelines.

Mr. De La Cruz explained that the City Council would approve the revised Guidelines via
Resolution; the Title 20 amendments to the ordinance language would be presented via one
week introduction period followed by a three week waiting period prior to presentation to
City Council for approval.

El Paso

|4
I

Planning & Economic Development
2 Civic Center Plaza * El Paso, Texas 79901 « (915) 541-4670



Ms. Velazquez recommended that Commissioners take six weeks to make
corrections/revisions to the Administrative Review Guidelines. Revising the ordinance
language process is pretty lengthy;, it must go through various Staff meetings,
commission/committee reviews.

Mr. De La Cruz explained that the Administrative Review Guidelines and Historic District
Guidelines should go hand in hand; they both should have equal weight.

Commissioner Gonzalez felt there was conflict between the Administrative Review
Guidelines and the Guidelines for the various Historic Districts. He remembered the
Historic District Guidelines came before the Administrative Review Guidelines.

Mr. De La Cruz explained Staff is currently working on the four remaining historic districts
that do not have guidelines. It might be beneficial to combine the similar Historic District
Guidelines for several districts into one big set of Historic District Guidelines.

Ms. Osborn noted changing the Administrative Review Guidelines may involve changing
the code.

Ms. Veldzquez requested Commissioners discuss item 6E prior to discussing item 6B. There were no
objections.

Discussion and action on the proposed land transfer of a 0.382 acre portion of parkland at
Memorial Park for the purpose of constructing a storm water basin.

Ms. Liza Ramirez-Tobias, Capital Assets Manager, Financial Services, explained that the El
Paso Public Service Board has asked the Parks & Recreation Department to donate a 0.382
parcel of park land, just above the Memorial Park Senior Citizen Center, for the
construction of a storm water facility. In return, the city will receive two parcels of land,
for a total of 13 acres of park land, from the Public Service Board. One parcel will be in the
Northeast off of Tiger Eye, the other is off of Radford and Pershing.
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Ms. Osborn explained the item is on the agenda for information only; no action from
Commissioners is required.

Mr. Richard Garcia, Land Operations Manager, Parks and Recreation, gave a
PowerPoint presentation and provided an in-depth explanation of the proposed land
transfer.

NO ACTION WAS TAKEN.

04.25.11 AGENDA ITEMS REQUESTED BY COMMISSIONERS:

Chair Riccillo will draft a response letter to Representative Byrd notifying changes that Commissioners
are considering.

MOTION:
Motion made by Chair Riccillo, seconded by Vice-Chair Gardea and UNANIMOUSLY CARRIED TO
ADJOURN THE MEETING AT 4:58 P.M.
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