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HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES 

10TH FLOOR – MAYOR’S BOARD ROOM 

NOVEMBER 22, 2010 

4:00 P.M. 

 

The El Paso Historic Landmark Commission held a public hearing in the Mayor’s Board Room, 10th 

Floor, City Hall Building, November 22, 2010, 4:00 p.m. 

The following Commissioners answered roll call: 

 

Mr. Joe Riccillo, Chair 

Mr. Hugo Gardea, Vice-Chair 

Ms. Stephanie Fernandez (arrived 4:41 p.m.) 

Mr. Joel Guzman (arrived 4:27 p.m., left meeting 4:32 p.m.) 

Mr. Ricardo Gonzalez (left meeting 5:07 p.m.) 

Mr. Ernesto Villanueva, Jr. (arrived 4:32 p.m.) 

Mr. Jim Booher 

 

The following City Staff were present: 

 

Ms. Cynthia Osborn, City Attorney’s Office, Assistant City Attorney 

Ms. Providencia Velazquez, Planning and Economic Development, Historic Preservation Officer 

Mr. Tony De La Cruz, Planning and Economic Development, Planner 

 

Chair Riccillo called the meeting to order at 4:27 p.m. 

 

I. CALL TO THE PUBLIC – PUBLIC COMMENT 

 

There was none. 

 

WELCOME 

Chair Riccillo welcomed newly appointed Historic Preservation Officer, Ms. Providencia 

Velazquez. 

 

CHANGES TO THE AGENDA 

 

There were no changes. 

 

MOTION: 

Motion made by Chair Riccillo, seconded by Vice-Chair Gardea and UNANIMOUSLY CARRIED 

TO APPROVE THE AGENDA AS IT STANDS. 
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II. REGULAR AGENDA – DISCUSSION AND ACTION 

 

Certificate of Appropriateness 

 

1. HPC10-00219 The south 70 feet of Lot 17 and the south 70 feet of West 13.06 feet of 

lot 18, Block 5, Magoffin Homestead Addition, City of El Paso, El Paso 

County, Texas 

Location: 1301 E. San Antonio 

Historic District: Magoffin 

Property Owner:  Maria E. Apodaca 

Representative: Maria E. Apodaca 

Representative District: 8 

Existing Zoning: A-3/H (Apartment/Historic) 

Year Built: 1926 

Historic Status: Contributing 

Request: Certificate of appropriateness for construction of a 6’ x 8’ storage 

addition. 

Application Filed: 11/1/2010 

45 Day Expiration: 12/16/2010 

 

Mr. De La Cruz gave a PowerPoint presentation and explained the applicant seeks approval for 

the construction of a 6’ x 8’ storage addition located at the rear of the property.  The addition is 

approximately 95% complete, built without a permit; Staff has placed a hold on the property 

pending outcome of today’s meeting.  The case was brought to Staff via Code Enforcement; the 

request must address all Code compliance issues prior to issuance of any permits.  The addition 

will be used as storage for a water heater and overall household items.  The property does meet 

A-3 (Apartment) zoning requirements. 

 

STAFF RECOMMENDS APPROVAL BASED ON THE FOLLOWING 

RECOMMENDATIONS: 

 

Magoffin Historic District guidelines 

• New additions should be planned so that they are constructed to the rear of the property or on non-

character defining elevation. 

• Adding new additions to a more recent addition 

• Designing new work to be compatible in materials, size, scale, and texture 

• Repainting new colors that are appropriate to the historic building or district 
 

The Guide to the Identification and Preservation of El Paso’s Cultural, Historic and 

Architectural Resources recommends: 
 

New additions to historic buildings: 

• Constructing a new addition so that there is the least possible loss of historic materials and so 

that character defining features are not obscured, damaged or destroyed 

• Placing a new addition on a non-character-defining elevation and limiting the size and scale 

in relationship to the historic building 

• Designing a new addition in a manner that makes clear what is historic and what is new 
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At this time, Staff provided photos of the rear of the property. 

 

Chair Riccillo asked if Board Members had any questions for Staff or the applicant. 

 

Chair Riccillo took exception to the fact that the case was brought before Commissioners after 

the fact; furthermore, the addition can be seen from the front, even if it’s located on the side of 

the house. 

 

Vice-Chair Gardea would like the applicant to paint the stucco addition to blend in with the 

color of the home. 

 

Chair Riccillo asked if Commissioners had any questions for the property owner. 

 

Ms. Fernandez was concerned that the stucco was not compatible with the brick structure; she 

would rather see the color of the stucco match the structure. 

 

Mr. De La Cruz translated Commissioners requests/concerns for the property owner. 

 

Ms. Apodaca was agreeable to painting the entire rear of the structure; Staff can approve the 

color administratively.  Additionally, the brick is painted. 

 

MOTION: 

Motion made by Vice-Chair Gardea, seconded by Commissioner Villanueva, Jr. and 

UNANIMOUSLY CARRIED TO APPROVE HPC10-00219 WITH THE CONDITION THAT 

THE ADDITION, INCLUDING THE BACK ELEVATION, BE PAINTED TO CLOSELY 

MATCH THE BRICK. 
 

2. HPC10-00230 All of Blocks 25 to 27, Manhattan Heights Addition, City of El Paso, El 

Paso County, Texas 

Location: 1701 Copia Street (Memorial Park) 

Historic District: Manhattan Heights 

Property Owner: City of El Paso 

Representative: City of El Paso 

Representative District: 2 

Existing Zoning: R-3/H (Residential/Historic) 

Year Built: 1925 

Historic Status: Contributing 

Request: Certificate of appropriateness for the demolition and reconstruction of 

existing tennis court facilities 

Application Filed: 11/8/2010 

45 Day Expiration: 12/23/2010 
 

Mr. De La Cruz gave a PowerPoint presentation and explained the applicant seeks approval for 

the demolition and reconstruction of existing tennis court facilities.  Complete removal of existing 

asphalt tennis courts and upgrading the lighting and fencing and ADA accessibility.  There is no 

current access to the tennis courts; the facility does not meet ADA requirements 
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STAFF RECOMMENDS APPROVAL BASED ON THE FOLLOWING 

RECOMMENDATIONS: 

 

The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation 

• Minimizing disturbance of terrain around buildings or elsewhere on the site, thus reducing the 

possibility of destroying or damaging important landscape features or archeological resources 

• Retaining the historic relationship between buildings and the landscape 

• Replacing in kind an entire feature of the building or site that is too deteriorated to repair if the overall 

form and detailing are still evident 

 

Ms. Ana Castillo, Civil Engineering Associate, Engineering and Construction Management, 

explained: 

1. the existing fencing will be removed and replaced with new fencing, same type as existing; 

2. the proposed tennis courts will be concrete; green in color; 

3. there will be a crown in the middle of the courts, drainage will move east and west towards 

the grass; 

4. sports lighting is not addressed in the guidelines; however, the new lighting will be energy 

efficient; color of lighting to be approved by Commissioners; lights will have an on/off push 

button to allow additional time after 10:00 p.m.; 

5. the new courts will be on the same footprint as previous; 

6. there will not be any rubber coating (resilient surfacing) used on the tennis courts, resilient 

surfacing requires constant maintenance; 

7. heavy duty nets will be placed across the tennis courts; in the past, nets have been 

removed/destroyed due to individuals using the tennis courts for soccer practice. 

 

Mr. Villanueva, Jr. proposed using wire mesh with some type of covering rather than having 

chain link fencing.  He felt the wire mesh lasts longer and adds aesthetic value. 

 

Mr. Booher commented on the importance of the substrate. 

 

Commissioners requested that Ms. Castillo investigate the cost, maintenance, etc. differences 

between resilient surfacing and concrete. 

 

Chair Riccillo asked if Board Members had any questions for Staff or the representative.  There 

were none. 

 

Chair Riccillo asked if members of the audience were present to speak in favor of or in 

opposition to the application.  There were none. 

 

MOTION: 

Motion made by Chair Riccillo, seconded by Mr. Villanueva, Jr. and UNANIMOUSLY 

CARRIED TO APPROVE THE APPLICATION AS PROPOSED AND THAT STAFF 

INVESTIGATE DIFFERENCES BETWEEN USING WIRE MESH AND CHAIN LINK AND 

POSSIBLY HAVING GREEN OR A CONDUSIVE COLOR FOR THE LIGHTING 

FIXTURES. 
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NOTE: Prior to the following discussion, Commissioner Gonzalez left the meeting. 
 

3. Addresses of property HLC Commissioners have requested that HLC staff review or investigate 

and provide a report to the HLC.  If no addresses are submitted in advance and listed under this 

agenda item, Commissioners may announce such addresses under this agenda item.  Discussion on 

property announced at this meeting will take place during the next regularly scheduled meeting.  

November 22, 2010 deadline for HLC members to request for agenda items to be scheduled for the 

December 6, 2010 meeting.  December 6, 2010 deadline for HLC members to request for agenda 

items to be scheduled for the December 20, 2010 meeting. 

 

A. Magoffin Villas at 915, 917, 1001 Magoffin Avenue and 1000, 1008, 1010 Myrtle Avenue 

 

Mr. De La Cruz informed the commission that construction is underway and that there is a 

substantial amount of construction material on the site. 

 

Vice-Chair Gardea asked Staff how much longer the item would continue to appear on HLC 

agendas. 

 

Chair Riccillo responded Commissioner Gonzalez requested the item continue to appear on 

HLC agendas; however, Staff will place the item on the next HLC agenda for the last time. 

 

B. Alamo Elementary School at 500 South Hills Street 

 

Mr. De La Cruz explained the proposed H-Overlay Rezoning ordinance was presented to the 

City Plan Commission and unanimously approved.  The ordinance is scheduled to come before 

City Council December 7, 2010. 

 

HLC Staff Reports 

4. Update on Administrative Review Cases since last HLC meeting for the properties listed on the 

attachment posted with this agenda.  (See Attachment “A”) 

 

Staff requested the item be postponed to the next HLC meeting. 

 

Planning & Economic Development Department Report  

5. A. Update on Historic Tax Exemption Applications 

 

Mr. De La Cruz explained City Council approved an amendment to the Historic Tax 

Exemption ordinance last month and explained how the ordinance works and who can apply 

for the exemption.  The tax exemptions will be effective from the time the application and all 

subsequent documentation is approved; there are no exemptions for past restoration projects. 

 

B. Update on design guidelines 
 

Mr. De La Cruz explained he and Ms. Velazquez have visited the Sunset Heights, Austin 

Terrace, Manhattan Heights and Old San Francisco Historic Districts and noted the historic 

districts have very similar architecture styles.  Therefore, a decision was made to do a 

comprehensive set of guidelines for these four historic districts. 
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Ms. Fernandez asked if the guidelines would be addressing solar panels. 

 

Mr. De La Cruz responded there is a small notation in the guidelines requesting that the panels 

not be placed in historically significant areas and that they not be visible from the front. 

 

Visionaries in Preservation Report 

6. VIP Manager Presentation 

7. Discussion and action regarding VIP issues 

 

Mr. De La Cruz explained he will be gearing up all Task Force groups beginning January, 2011.  

Ms. Fernandez and Mr. Villanueva, Jr. asked if Mr. De La Cruz would email them a copy of the 

Texas Historical Commission, Historic Preservation Action Plan. 

 

Other Business 

8. A. Approval of Historic Landmark Commission Meeting Minutes. 

October 25, 2010 

 

Chair Riccillo asked if Commissioners had any additions/changes/corrections/revisions. 

 

Vice-Chair Gardea requested moving the recess action to immediately following the motion for 

HPC10-00189. 

 

MOTION: 

Motion made by Chair Riccillo, seconded by Vice-Chair Gardea and UNANIMOUSLY 

CARRIED TO APPROVE THE OCTOBER 25, 2010 MINUTES, AS AMENDED. 

 

ABSTAIN: Commissioners Villanueva, Jr. and Booher 

 

B. Discussion and action regarding demolition permit applications. 

 

Mr. De La Cruz explained Commissioners had requested placing an age limit for historic 

structures on the application.  He noted Titles 18 and 20 affect demolition requests; 

additionally, Central Appraisal District “Year Built” information is not always up-to-date 

and/or accurate. 

 

Vice-Chair Gardea requested Commissioners delay any action on the item until Legal has an 

opportunity to research the City of San Antonio demolition process. 

 

Ms. Osborn explained the previous Historic Preservation Officer, Dr. Troy Ainsworth, was 

working on this; she will research the information Dr. Ainsworth had given her.  One 

suggestion Dr. Ainsworth had requested that buildings, 100 years and older, not be 

demolished.  Additionally, upon submittal of a demolition application, Planning Staff would 

place a red flag, 90 day moratorium request, on the property to allow Staff to research the 

property.   
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Chair Riccillo requested Staff place the following item on the next HLC agenda “Discussion 

and further investigation regarding demolition permit application.” 

 

C. Discussion and action regarding legal interpretation of section 20.20.040 C of the El Paso City 

Code. 

 

Chair Riccillo explained that prior to a particular rezoning case, rezoning cases were brought 

before Commissioners to hear and make recommendation on.  However, since then, rezoning 

cases are no longer presented to Commissioners.  Chair Riccillo would like to reestablish this 

practice and rewrite the existing code so that Commissioners can hear and make 

recommendations on rezoning cases. 

 

Ms. Osborn responded Commissioners hear and make recommendation on Historic Overlay 

rezoning cases only. 

 

Mr. De La Cruz will email Commissioners Section 20.20.040 C of the Code so that 

Commissioners will bring their rewritten code language recommendations/suggestions to the 

next HLC meeting. 

 

Ms. Osborn requested Commissioners reply to Mr. De La Cruz only; do not hit the “Reply to 

All” button as this would violate the Open Meetings Act. 

 

D. Discussion and action regarding Section 20.20.070 – Historic landmark recognition. 

 

Staff requested the item be postponed to the next HLC meeting. 

 

E. Discussion and action regarding Historic Landmark Plaque Nomination Application. 

 

Staff requested the item be postponed to the next HLC meeting. 

 

F. Discussion and action on nomination of new member to Historic Landmark Designation 

subcommittee. 

 

Staff requested the item be postponed to the next HLC meeting. 

 

− − − − − − − − − − 

 

FUTURE HLC AGENDA ITEMS 

Commissioner Villanueva requested staff review or investigate and provide a report to the 

HLC regarding the brown building on the corner of Mesa Street and Mills Avenue. 

 

Chair Riccillo requested Commissioner confirm their attendance for HLC meetings one week 

prior to the scheduled meeting.   
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No other business 

 

MOTION: 

Motion made by Chair Riccillo, seconded by Vice-Chair Gardea and UNANIMOUSLY 

CARRIED TO ADJOURN THE MEETING AT 5:43 P.M. 


