Dedicated to Outstanding Customer Service for a Better Community

SERVICE SOLUTIONS SUCCESS

The El Paso Historic Landmark Commission held a public hearing in the City Council Chambers, 2nd

HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES

CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS - 2Nd FLOOR
DECEMBER 20, 2010
4:00 P.M.

Floor, City Hall Building, December 20, 2010, 4:00 p.m.

The following Commissioners answered roll call:

Mr. Joe Riccillo, Chair (4:20)
Mr. Hugo Gardea, Vice-Chair
Ms. Stephanie Fernandez

Mr. Joel Guzman

Mr. Ricardo Gonzalez

Mr. Randy Brock
Mr. Jim Booher

The following City Staff were present:

Ms. Cynthia Osborn, City Attorney’s Office, Assistant City Attorney

Ms. Providencia Velazquez, Planning and Economic Development, Historic Preservation Officer

Mr. Tony De La Cruz, Planning and Economic Development, Planner

Vice-Chair Gardea called the meeting to order at 4:05 p.m.

L CALL TO THE PUBLIC — PUBLIC COMMENT

There was none.

CHANGES TO THE AGENDA

There were no changes.

MOTION:

Motion made by Commissioner Guzman, seconded by Commissioner
UNANIMOUSLY CARRIED TO APPROVE THE AGENDA AS IT STANDS.
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Mayor
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City Council

District 1
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District 2
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City Manager
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II.

REGULAR AGENDA - DISCUSSION AND ACTION

Certificate of Appropriateness

1.

HPC10-00247

Lots 25, 26, 60 and 61, Block 70, Franklin Heights Addition,
Second Supplemental Map, City of El Paso, El Paso County,
Texas.

Location: 1515 Montana Avenue
Historic District: Independent

Property Owner: Juan Roberto Oaxaca
Representative: Danny Villareal
Representative District: 8

Existing Zoning:

A-O/H (Apartment-Office/Historic)

Year Built: 1925 with additions in the 1990’s

Historic Status: Landmark

Request: 11 foot long elevated connection between main structure and
accessory structure.

Application Filed: 12/06/2010

45 Day Expiration: 1/20/2010

Ms. Velazquez gave a PowerPoint presentation and explained the applicant is requesting
a Certificate of Appropriateness for the construction of an elevated connection between
the main structure and accessory structure. The applicant has proposed an enclosed, roof
and walls, elevated structure. Ms. Velazquez read the following into the record:

Proposed Modification:

The Historic Preservation Office recommends that the proposed elevated connection
between the structures be an open suspended metal walkway with a painted black finish.
The proposed modification will have the least impact on the historic carriage house and
provide the needed connection between the two buildings. In constructing the walkway,
the applicant/owner shall not modify, damage, or destroy the existing second story
doorway on the carriage house nor shall the existing exterior projecting beams be altered,
damaged, or removed.

Mr. Juan Roberto Oaxaca, property owner, concurs with Staff.

Mr. De La Cruz explained, due to the location of the property, Staff utilized the Magoffin
Historic District guidelines. The property is located within the Montana National
Registered Historic District. Through research, Staff discovered that the carriage house
had been relocated to this property from 1109 Campbell.

Vice-Chair asked if Commissioners had any questions for Staff or the applicant. There
being none.
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MOTION:

Motion made by Commissioner Gonzalez, seconded by Commissioner Guzman and
UNANIMOUSLY CARRIED TO APPROVE THE APPLICATION AS
RECOMMENDED BY STAFF.

Addresses of property HLC Commissioners have requested that HLC staff review or investigate
and provide a report to the HLC. If no addresses are submitted in advance and listed under this
agenda item, Commissioners may announce such addresses under this agenda item. Discussion
on property announced at this meeting will take place during the next regularly scheduled
meeting. December 20, 2010 deadline for HLC members to request for agenda items to be
scheduled for the January 10, 2011 meeting. January 10, 2011 deadline for HLC members to
request for agenda items to be scheduled for the January 24, 2011 meeting.

A. Magoffin Villas at 915, 917, 1001 Magoffin Avenue and 1000, 1008, 1010 Myrtle Avenue

Per Commissioner Gonzalez’ request, Ms. Velazquez distributed copies of the plans to
Commissioners. Ms. Velazquez noted construction is ongoing, no changes or modifications.

Minor/Major Modifications
Vice-Chair Gardea asked Staff should the contractor revise the plans, would the revised plans
be reviewed by the City.

Mr. De La Cruz responded yes, major modifications must be reviewed by City Staff. Any
modifications to the exterior architectural designs, specifically for Building B which is under
HLC review, may be approved administratively or presented to Commissioners for approval.

Commissioner Gonzalez respectfully disagreed with Staff and explained the project was
approved via Certificate of Appropriateness any changes, major or minor, to the Certificate of
Appropriateness should come back to the Commission. It was his belief that the
Administrative Review process did not have the authority to modify any change(s) to the
Certificate of Appropriateness.

Section 20.20.090 — Modification of Certificate of Appropriateness

Mr. De La Cruz read the following into the record:

A. If an applicant desires to make minor modifications to the certificate of appropriateness when they
prepare final working drawings, they may apply to the historic preservation officer for a minor
modification of the approved certificate of appropriateness.

B. If the historic preservation officer finds the minor modifications are in substantial conformity with
the approved certificate of appropriateness, the historic preservation officer shall approve the minor
modifications and amend the certificate of appropriateness.

C. Changes other than such minor modification shall require a new hearing and new approval in the
same manner as for review of the original certificate of appropriateness.
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In summary, the Historic Preservation Officer does have the authority to approve minor
modifications to a Certificate of Appropriateness.

Section 20.20.020 Definitions — “Minor modification” and “Substantial conformity”

Commissioner Gonzalez wondered if there was a definition of Minor Modification in the
Code.

Mr. De La Cruz read the following into the record:

"Minor modification” means a change or changes to an approved application that is in substantial
conformity with the approved plans and application.

"Substantial conformity” means the revisions to approved applications that do not significantly alter
the historic character or alter additional physical elements of the structure as approved in the original
application.

Alamo Elementary School at 500 South Hills Street

Ms. Velazquez happily reported that at the December 7, 2010 City Council meeting, City
Council approved the rezoning from A-3 (Apartment) to A-3/H (Apartment/Historic).

Commissioners thanked Staff for their efforts.

(Chair Riccillo arrived)

Commissioner Gonzalez requested Staff update Commissioners on any matter(s) relating to
the property. Regarding the rezoning, Commissioner Gonzalez asked Staff if that included

all or just the original structure.

Mr. De La Cruz responded City Council approved only the original structure, no rear
portions were rezoned.

215 N. Mesa Street (if any new information)

No updates to report. Commissioners requested Staff leave the item on the next HLC
agenda.

. Fall Mansion

Ms. Yvette Hernandez, Engineering and Construction Management, explained Engineering
Staff will be submitting the last addendum tomorrow. The bid opening date is projected to
be January 5, 2011, awarding of the bid will be approximately end of March, 2011.

Chair Riccillo noted Commissioners had made changes to the back stairwell; however, those
changes were not part of previous addendums.
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Ms. Hernandez responded changes to the back stairwell have been included as part of
tomorrow’s addendum. There have been seven addendums issued; this will be the third
deferral for the bid.

Commissioners requested Staff leave the item on the next HLC agenda.
E. American Furniture building (formerly the First National Bank building)

Commissioner Villanueva, Jr. requested Staff update and research the structure. Ms.

Velazquez gave a PowerPoint presentation:

* Original structure approximate date of construction early 1909, second addition (San
Antonio side) was constructed in 1913 (Trost & Trost);

* Per the historic photographs, there were actually two Trost & Trost buildings, the
original building and an extension;

*  Modifications to the two fagades were made sometime in the 1950’s;

*  More recent photos reveal the cornice removed; however, cartouches remains; and

*  Perhaps underneath the stucco fagade lie the original window patterns, fenestrations, etc.

Mr. De La Cruz added further historic information. The property has been zoned H-Overlay,
non-contributing structure, due to the brick modifications to the structure (1950).

Commissioner Guzman gave additional historic information on the structure; most notably,
from 1921 to 1931, this was the tallest, 15 story building in El Paso. Sadly, the structure has
been radically altered from its original state.

Mr. De La Cruz noted the property has been discussed at several Building and Standards
Commission meetings for code violations.

On behalf of Commissioner Villanueva, Jr.,, Commissioners asked Staff to place the item on
the next HLC agenda.

Chair Riccillo commented on recent renovations regarding the Mills Building.

HLC Staff Reports
3. Update on Administrative Review Cases since last HLC meeting for the properties listed on the
attachment posted with this agenda. (See Attachment “A”)

One request to replace existing windows with similar four over four vinyl windows, one request to
replace existing HVAC unit, several re-roofing applications and one request to legalize the
installation of a wrought iron rail, second story balcony.

Planning & Economic Development Department Report
4. No updates to report

El Paso

All-America City

\ I l I ' /
2010

Planning & Economic Development
2 Civic Center Plaza * El Paso, Texas 79901 « (915) 541-4670



Visionaries in Preservation Report

5.

No updates to report

Other Business

6.

Approval of Historic Landmark Commission Meeting Minutes.
December 6, 2010

Vice-Chair Gardea asked if Commissioners had any changes/corrections/revisions. There being
none.

MOTION:
Motion made by Commissioner Guzman, seconded by Chair Riccillo and UNANIMOUSLY
CARRIED TO APPROVE THE DECEMBER 6, 2010 MINUTES.

ABSTAIN: Commissioner Fernandez
Vice-Chair Gardea
Commissioner Booher

Independent Historic Structures
Commissioner Guzman asked Staff how many Independent Historic Structures with H-Overlays
there are in El Paso.

Mr. De La Cruz responded there are 28, including Alamo Elementary School, scattered
throughout the city. He will email the list of properties to Commissioners.

MOTION:
Motion made by Vice-Chair Gardea, seconded by Commissioner Guzman and UNANIMOUSLY
CARRIED TO ADJOURN THE MEETING AT 4:48 P.M.
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