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ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT MEETING MINUTES 
2ND FLOOR – CITY COUNCIL CHAMBER 

JANUARY 14, 2008 
1:30 P.M. 

 
The Zoning Board of Adjustment meeting was called to order at 1:30 p.m. by Vice-Chair Robert 
Veliz. 
 
The following Board Members answered roll call: 
 
Mr. Robert Veliz (Vice-Chair) 
Mr. Rick Cordova 
Mr. Randy Bowling 
Mr. Samuel J. Barela 
Mr. Servando Hernandez 
Mr. Rigoberto Mendez 
Mr. Jose Melendez 
Ms. Alisa Jorgensen 
Mr. David Marquez 
 
The following City staff members were present: 
Ms. Mirian Spencer, Development Services Department, Planner 
Mr. Robert Peña, Development Services Department, ZBA Secretary 
Ms. Linda Castle, Development Services Department, Senior Planner 
Mr. Juan Estala, Development Services Department, Building Plans Examiner 
Mr. Ernie Rodriguez, City Attorney’s Office, Assistant City Attorney 
Ms. Cynthia Osborn, City Attorney’s Office, Assistant City Attorney 
Mr. Philip Etiwe, Development Review Manager 
 
 
ITEM 1: 
ZBA07-00196 12413 Sun Terrace Avenue Richard Harper 
Applicant requests a Special Exception under Section 2.16.050 G (Rear Yard Setback) in an R-3A 
zone.  This would permit the construction of a 19’6” by 16’ addition that is proposed to encroach 3’ 
into the required rear yard.  The required cumulative front and rear yard setback total is 45’ in an 
R-3A (Residential) zone.  The applicant is requesting to enclose a patio of which a 19’6” by 3’ 
portion will encroach 3’ into the required rear yard setback. 
 
Ms. Mirian Spencer presented the case and noted Staff recommends approval of this request as it 
meets the requirements of the Special Exception G.  Darrell DeVantier, Contractor, represented 
the applicant. 
 
Vice-chair Veliz asked if members of the audience were present to speak in favor of or in 
opposition to the application.  There being none, Mr. Melendez moved, Ms. Jorgensen seconded, 
and unanimously carried to APPROVE THE APPLICATION. 
 
AYES: Ms. Jorgensen, and Messrs. Cordova, Bowling, Barela, Veliz, Hernandez, Mendez, 

Melendez, and Marquez 
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NAYS: N/A 
 
The Motion passed. (9-0) 
 
 
ITEM 2: 
ZBA07-00197 11065 Tom Shaw Drive Leticia Herrera 
Applicant requests a Special Exception under Section 2.16.050 G (Rear Yard Setback) in an R-3 
zone.  This would permit the existence of a 21’ by 10’ addition that encroaches 5’ into the required 
rear yard.  The required cumulative front and rear yard setback total is 50’ in an R-3 zone.  The 
applicant was issued a correction notice and a stop work order on November 15, 2007, for building 
without permit.  She is requesting permission to keep the addition that encroaches 5’ into the 
required rear setback. 
 
Ms. Mirian Spencer gave a PowerPoint presentation and stated Staff recommends approval of this 
request as it meets the requirements of the Special Exception G.  Leticia Herrera, Applicant, was 
present to represent the case.  Ms. Spencer noted that she had received calls from two neighbors 
in opposition to this case. 
 
Robert Pena noted that the applicant will have to pay a double fee for the building permit. 
 
Vice-chair Veliz asked if members of the audience were present to speak in favor of or in 
opposition to the application.  There being none, Mr. Marquez moved, Mr. Hernandez seconded, 
and unanimously carried to APPROVE THE APPLICATION. 
 
AYES: Ms. Jorgensen, and Messrs. Cordova, Bowling, Barela, Veliz, Hernandez, Mendez, 

Melendez, and Marquez 
NAYS: N/A 
 
The Motion passed. (9-0) 
 
 
ITEM 3: 
ZBA07-00198 6248 Snowheights Court Jorge A. Valdez 
Applicant requests Special Exceptions under Section 2.16.050 G (Rear Yard Setback) and Special 
Exception L (Builder Error, Rear Yard) in an R-3 zone.  This would permit the construction of a 20’ 
by 14’ addition that is proposed to encroach 14’ into the rear yard setback.  This would also permit 
the existence of a residence that was built encroaching 1’ into the required rear yard setback.  The 
required cumulative front and rear yard setback total is 50’ in an R-3 zone.  The applicant is 
requesting to construct an addition that is proposed to encroach 14’ into the required rear yard 
setback.  The addition includes a portion that is within the buildable area of the side yard setback.  
The applicant is also requesting to legalize the existing house that was built in 1965 encroaching 1’ 
into the required rear yard setback. 
 
Ms. Spencer presented the case and noted Staff recommends approval of the request as it meets 
the requirements of the Special Exceptions G and L.  Mr. Jorge Valdez, Applicant, was present to 
represent the case.  Ms. Spencer noted that the covered cooking area in the back yard was less 
than 120 square feet in area. 
 
Vice-chair Veliz asked if members of the audience were present to speak in favor of or in 
opposition to the application.  There being none, Mr. Mendez moved, Ms. Jorgensen seconded, 
and unanimously carried to APPROVE THE APPLICATION. 
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AYES: Ms. Jorgensen, and Messrs. Cordova, Bowling, Barela, Veliz, Hernandez, Mendez, 
Melendez, and Marquez 

NAYS: N/A 
 
The Motion passed. (9-0) 
 
 
ITEM 4: 
ZBA07-00199 1720 Georgia Place Maria Martha Robali 
Applicant requests a Special Exception under Section 2.16.050 G (Rear Yard Setback) in an R-4 
zone.  This would permit the remodeling and construction of a 29.1’ by 8.5’ addition that is 
proposed to encroach 14’ into the required rear yard.  The required cumulative front and rear yard 
setback total is 45’ in an R-4 zone.  The ZBA granted a Special Exception to a previous owner of 
this property on July 27, 1987, that legalized the construction of a 17.7’ by 8’ addition and the 
enclosure of a 12’ by 9’ garden room, located to within 10’ of the rear property line.  The applicant 
is requesting to extend the width of the previous additions and to the maximum permitted depth of 
encroachment, to within 10’ of the rear property line. 
 
Ms. Mirian Spencer presented the case and noted Staff recommends approval of this request as it 
meets the requirements of the Special Exception G.  Ms. Robali, Applicant, was present to 
represent the case. 
 
Vice-chair Veliz asked if members of the audience were present to speak in favor of or in 
opposition to the application.  There being none, Mr. Hernandez moved, Mr. Barela seconded, and 
unanimously carried to APPROVE THE APPLICATION. 
 
AYES: Ms. Jorgensen, and Messrs. Cordova, Bowling, Barela, Veliz, Hernandez, Mendez, 

Melendez, and Marquez 
NAYS: N/A 
 
The Motion passed. (9-0) 
 
 
ITEM 5: 
ZBA07-00200 Ruben Jasso 265 Pasodale Road 
Applicant requests a Special Exception under Section 2.16.050 G (Rear Yard Setback) in an R-3 
zone.  This would permit a 29.5’ by 40’ addition that is proposed to encroach 9’ into the required 
rear yard setback.  The required cumulative front and rear yard setback total is 50’ in an R-3 zone.  
The applicant is requesting to build an attached garage in the rear yard, of which a 29.5’ by 9’ 
portion is encroaching in the required rear yard setback.   
 
Ms. Spencer gave a PowerPoint presentation and noted Staff recommends approval of the request 
as it meets the requirements of the Special Exception G.  Mr. Jasso, Applicant, was present to 
represent the case. 
 
Vice-chair Veliz asked if members of the audience were present to speak in favor of or in 
opposition to the application.  There being none, Mr. Bowling moved, Mr. Barela seconded, and 
unanimously carried to APPROVE THE APPLICATION. 
 
AYES: Ms. Jorgensen, and Messrs. Cordova, Bowling, Barela, Veliz, Hernandez, Mendez, 

Melendez, and Marquez 
NAYS: N/A 
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The Motion passed. (9-0) 
 
 
ITEM 6: 
ZBA07-00201 2824 Schooner Drive Fred Style 
Applicant requests a Special Exception under Section 2.16.050 G (Rear Yard Setback) in an R-3 
zone.  This would permit the construction of a 21’ by 13’ addition that is proposed to encroach 6’ 
into the required rear yard setback.  The required cumulative front and rear yard setback total is 
50’ in an R-3 zone.  The applicant is requesting to construct an addition that will encroach 6’ in the 
rear setback. 
 
Ms. Spencer presented the case and noted Staff recommends approval of this request as it meets 
the requirements of the Special Exception G, with the condition that the accessory building is re-
located 5 feet from the main structure and is no more than 120 square feet in floor area.  John 
Green, Contractor, was present to represent the case.  Mr. Green stated that the accessory 
building is no more than 120 square feet in area and is located 5 feet from the main house. 
 
Vice-chair Veliz asked if members of the audience were present to speak in favor of or in 
opposition to the application.  There being none, Mr. Marquez moved, Mr. Melendez seconded, 
and unanimously carried to APPROVE THE APPLICATION. 
 
AYES: Ms. Jorgensen, and Messrs. Cordova, Bowling, Barela, Veliz, Hernandez, Mendez, 

Melendez, and Marquez 
NAYS: N/A 
 
The Motion passed. (9-0) 
 
 
ITEM 6: 
ZBA07-00202 3017 Wedgewood Melvin L. & Sallie R. Frazee 
Applicants request Special Exceptions under Section 2.16.050 G (Rear Yard Setback) and Section 
2.16.050 Q (Canopy over a Driveway) in an R-3 zone. This would permit the enclosure of an 18’ by 
7’6” patio that is proposed to encroach 8’ into the required rear yard.  This would also permit the 
construction of a 28’ by 23’ carport that is proposed to encroach 23’ in the required front yard 
setback.  The required cumulative front and rear yard setback total is 50’ in an R-3 zone.   
 
The applicants are requesting to enclose a patio that encroaches in the rear yard setback in order 
to have master bedroom closet.  They are also requesting to add a 644 square foot carport and 
porch that will encroach 23’ in the front yard setback, located to within 2’ of the front property line.  
The Engineering-Traffic Division has reviewed the site and notes no objections to the carport.  
Building Permits & Inspections has reviewed the structural drawings for the carport and has found 
them acceptable. 
 
Ms. Spencer gave a PowerPoint presentation and noted Staff recommends approval of the request 
as it meets the requirements of the Special Exceptions G and Q.  Bill Juen, Contractor, was 
present to represent the case. 
 
Vice-chair Veliz asked if members of the audience were present to speak in favor of or in 
opposition to the application.  There being none, Mr. Mowling moved, Mr. Marquez seconded, and 
unanimously carried to APPROVE THE APPLICATION. 
 
AYES: Ms. Jorgensen, and Messrs. Cordova, Bowling, Barela, Veliz, Hernandez, Mendez, 

Melendez, and Marquez 
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NAYS: N/A 
 
The Motion passed. (9-0) 
 
 
OTHER BUSINESS: 
 
8. Approval of Minutes –  November 12, 2007 

December 10, 2007 
Motion made by Mr. Veliz, seconded by Mr. Bowling, and unanimously carried to approve the 
NOVEMBER 12, 2007, ZBA MINUTES. 
 
AYES: Ms. Jorgensen, and Messrs. Cordova, Bowling, Barela, Veliz, Hernandez, Mendez, 

Melendez, and Marquez 
NAYS: N/A 
 
The Motion passed. (9-0) 
 
Motion made by Mr. Melendez, seconded by Mr. Cordova, and unanimously carried to approve the 
DECEMBER 10, 2007, ZBA MINUTES. 
 
AYES: Ms. Jorgensen, and Messrs. Cordova, Bowling, Barela, Veliz, Hernandez, Mendez, 

Melendez, and Marquez 
NAYS: N/A 
 
The Motion passed. (9-0) 
 
DEVELOPMENT SERVICES REPORT: 
 
9. Discussion and action regarding Zoning Board of Adjustment issues. 

• Distribution of American Planning Association articles on Planning Commissions and 
ZBA’s. 

 
Linda Castle noted that the board members had received copies of these articles.  She also 
noted that a training session for board members would be held Monday, February 4, 2008.  
Philip Etiwe reminded the members that an audio conference training session was scheduled 
for January 16, 2008.   
 
Ms. Castle also noted that Mr. Ernesto Rodriguez was leaving the City Attorney’s office and 
introduced his replacement, Ms. Cynthia Osborn. 

 
ADJOURNMENT: 
 
Motion made by Mr. Veliz, seconded by Mr. Barela, and unanimously carried to adjourn at 2:50 
p.m. 
 
AYES: Ms. Jorgensen, and Messrs. Cordova, Bowling, Barela, Veliz, Hernandez, Mendez, 

Melendez, and Marquez 
NAYS: N/A 
 
The Motion passed. (9-0) 
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______________________________ 
Robert Peña, Secretary 
Zoning Board of Adjustment 


