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Example of a small house in the Spanish Revival style

An apartment building with both Mission and Spanish Revival influence

These styles can be traced back to the late 1800’s.  The greatest 
concentration of Mission and Spanish style buildings is found in  
the southwestern states.   An Example of these styles in El Paso 
includes the Wallace Apartments (1903) in Sunset Heights.

Characteristics of the Mission & Spanish Styles:
• Low Pitched Roof

• Open, wide eaves, or short eaves

• Red tile roof 

• Prominent arches; usually above main entryway or window

• Stucco used for outside wall finish

• Asymmetrically composed façades

• Mission-shaped dormer or parapet

• Large square columns supporting porch roof

Building Type Compatibility Chart
The Mission & Spanish Styles in El Paso are appropriate for use 
with a number of building types.  The following chart shall be 
used to determine appropriateness of style application for the 
building types listed. Example elevations are shown (right) for 
two representative building types. 
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Corner Duplex in the Pueblo Style

This style is inspired by Spanish Colonial and Native American 
Pueblo architecture.  The style can be traced back to the late 
1800’s early 1900’s.  Most of the original Pueblo style buildings 
remain in Arizona and New Mexico, however, the style can be 
found in other southwestern states.  

Characteristics of the Pueblo Style:
• Flat roof with parapet walls

• Corners are rounded

• Projected wooden beams or “vigas” piercing walls

• Stucco, earth-colored exterior finish 

• One or two story buildings

Building Type Compatibility Chart
The Pueblo Style in El Paso is appropriate for use with a 
number of building types.  The following chart shall be used to 
determine appropriateness of style application for the build-
ing types listed.  An example elevation is shown (right) for one 
representative building type.  
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An Italianate mixed-use building

Theses styles were most prevalent from 1850-1880.  Frequently 
used in expanding cities in the midwest and northeastern sea-
board.  Examples of these styles in El Paso include the old Of-
ficers’ Homes at Fort Bliss and many of the original mixed-use 
buildings along El Paso Street.  

Characteristics of the Italianate & Victorian Styles:
• Low pitched roof with wide overhangs

• Overhangs have decorative brackets

• Tall, narrow windows; usually arched or curved

• Windows are ornamented with crowns motifs

• Square cupola or tower 

Building Type Compatibility Chart
The Italianate & Victorian styles in El Paso are appropriate for 
use with a number of building types.  The following chart shall 
be used to determine appropriateness of style  application for 
the building types listed.  An example elevation is shown (right)
for a representative building type. 
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NEOCLASSICAL STYLE

This style draws from early classical Roman and Greek pre-
cents. Generally, the style is described as having had two phases. 
Phase I (from 1900-1920’s) in which hipped roofs and elaborate 
columns were emphasized and Phase II (from 1925-1950’s) in 
which side-gabled roofs and simple slender columns were high-
lighted.   Some examples of this style in El Paso include the 
Scottish Rite Temple (1921) on Santa Fe Street and El Paso High 
School (1916).  

Characteristics of the Neoclassical Style:
• Full height front porch with classical columns

• Corinthian or Ionic column capitals used

• Symmetrically composed façades

Building Type Compatibility Chart
The Neoclassical style in El Paso is appropriate for use with a 
number of building types.  The following chart shall be used to 
determine appropriateness of style application for the building 
types listed.

Examples of two civic buildings in the Neo-Classical style
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CRAFTSMAN & PRAIRIE STYLES

These styles were wide-spread during the first quarter of the 
1900’s in the early American suburbs.  The style quickly spread 
through the country by pattern books and magazines.   Exam-
ples of these styles in El Paso include many homes in the Sunset 
Heights Neighborhood, such as the Bruce Seeton Home (1906).

Characteristics of the Craftsman & Prairie Styles:
• Low-pitched roof; hipped or gabled

• Wide, open overhangs

• Exposed roof rafters

• False beams or braces under gables

• Two-stories with one story wing or porch

• Front porch roof supported by large square, tapered col-
umns extending to the ground

• Details such as columns, eaves, cornices emphasize hori-
zontal lines on the façade

Building Type Compatibility Chart
The Craftsman & Prairie Styles in El Paso are appropriate for 
use with a number of building types.  The following chart shall be 
used to determine appropriateness of style application for the 
building types listed. Example elevations are shown (right) for 
several representative building types. 

A small Craftsman Style house

A large Prairie Style house
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CONTEMPORARY & ECLECTIC STYLES

These styles cover a wide range of architectural types which 
have been prevelant since the middle of the 20th century.

Characteristics of the Contemporary & Eclectic Styles:
• Simple volumes

• Little or no ornamentation

• Large expanses of glass

Building Type Compatibility Chart
The Contemporary & Eclectic Styles in El Paso are appropriate 
for use with a number of building types.  The following chart 
shall be used to determine appropriateness of style application 
for the building types listed.  An example elevation is shown 
(right) for a representative building type. 

Contemporary rowhouses
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streamlined parapet
vertical window 
orientation

decorative pattern 
adds human scale

simple brick detailing

large factory windows

steel I-beam 
details canopies shade glass below
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