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' TEXAS ETHICS COMMISSION

Title 15, Election Code
Regulating Political Funds and Campaigns

Effective September 1, 2009
(Revised 09/01/2009 )

CHAPTER 251. GENERAL PROVISIONS
Subchapter A. General Provisions (§ 251.001 - § 251.009)
Subchapter B. Duties of Commission (§ 251.032 - § 251.033)

CHAPTER 252. CAMPAIGN TREASURER (§ 252.001 - § 252.015)

CHAPTER 253. RESTRICTIONS ON CONTRIBUTIONS AND EXPENDITURES
Subchapter A. General Restrictions (§ 253.001 - § 253.005)
Subchapter B. Candidates, Officeholders, and Political Committees (§ 253.031 - § 253.043)
Subchapter C. Individuals (§ 253.061 - § 253.063) ‘ '
Subchapter D. Corporations and Labor Organizations (§ 253.091 - § 253. 104)

' Subchapter E. Civil Liability (§ 253.131 - § 253. 134)
Subchapter F. Tudicial Campaign Fairness Act (§ 253.151 - § 253.176)

CHAPTER 254. POLITICAL REPORTING
Subchapter A. Recordkeeping (§ 254.001)
Subchapter B. Political Reporting Generally (§ 254.031 - § 254.043)
Subchapter C. Reporting by Candidate (§ 254.061 - § 254.066)
~ Subchapter D. Reporting by Officeholder (§ 254.091 - § 254.097)
Subchapter E. Reporting by Specific-Purpose Committee (§ 254.121 - § 254.130)
Subchapter F. Reporting by General-Purpose Committee (§ 254.151 - § 254.164)

Subchapter G. Modified Reporting Procedures: $500 Maximum in Contributions or Expenditures (§
254.181 - § 254.184) .

Subchapter H. Unexpended Contributions (§ 254.201 - § 254.205)
Subchapter I. Civil Liability (§ 254.231 - § 254.232)

CHAPTER 255. REGULATING POLITICAL ADVERTISING AND CAMPAIGN
COMMUNICATIONS (§ 255.001 - § 255.008)

CHAPTER 257. POLITICAL PARTIES (§ 257.001 - § 257.007)
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declaration of write-in candidacy;

(E) the making of a public announcement of a definite intent to run for public office in a
particular election, regardless of whether the specific office is mentioned in the
announcement;

(F) before a public announcement of intent, the making of a statement of definite intent to
run for public office and the soliciting of support by letter or other mode of
communication;

(G) the sohc1t1ng or accepting of a campa1gn contribution or the makmg of a campaign
expenditure; and

(H) the secking of the nomination of an executive committee of a political party to fill a
vacancy.

(2) "Contribution" means a direct or indirect transfer of money, goods, services, or any other
thing of value and includes an agreement made or other obligation incurred, whether legally
enforceable or not, to make a transfer. The term includes a loan or extension of credit, other
than those expressly excluded by this subdivision, and a guarantee of a loan or extension of
credit, including a loan described by this subdivision. The term does not include:-

(A) a loan made in the due course of business by a corporation that is legally
engaged in the business of lending money and that has conducted the business
continuously for more than one year before the loan is made; or

(B) an expenditure required to be reported under Section 305. 006(b), Government:
Code.

(3) "Campaign contribution” means a contribution to a candidate or political committee that is
offered or given with the intent that it be used in connection with a campaign for elective office
or on a measure. Whether a contribution is made before, durmg, or after an election does not
affect its status as a campaign contribution. :

(4) "Officeholder contribution" means a contribution to an officeholder or political comm1ttee
that is offered or given with the intent that it be used to defray expenses that:

(A) are incurred by the officeholder in performing a duty or engaging in an activity
in connection with the office; and

(B) are not reimbursable with public money.
(5) "Political contribution" means a cam: aign contribution or an officeholder contribution.
p

(6) "Expenditure" means a payment of money or any other thing of value and includes an
agreement made or other obligation incurred, whether legally enforceable or not, to make a

payment.

(7) "Campaign expenditure” means an expenditure made by any person in connection with a
campaign for an elective office or on a measure. Whether an expenditure is made before,
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(A) makes political expenditures outside this state; and

(B) in the 12 months immediately preceding the making of a political expenditure
by the committee inside this state (other than an expenditure made in connection
with a campaign for a federal office or made for a federal ofﬁceholder), makes 80
percent or more of the committee’s total political expendltures in any combination
of elections outside this state and federal offices not voted on in this state.

(16) "Political advertising" means a communication supporting or opposing a candidate for
nomination or election to a public office or office of a political party, a political party, a public
officer, or a measure that:

(A) in return for consideration, is published in a newspaper, magazine, or other
periodical or is broadcast by radio or television; or

(B) appears:

(i) in a pamphlet, circular, flier, billboard or other sign, bumper sticker,
or similar form of written communication, or

- (ii) on an Internet website.

(17) "Campaign communication" means a written or oral communication relating to a campaign
for nomination or election to public office or office of a political party or to a campaign on a
measure. '

- (18) "Labor organization" means an agency, committee, or any other organization in which
employees partlc1pate that exists for the purpose, in whole or in part, of dealing with employers
concerning grievances, labor disputes, wages, rates of pay, hours of employment, or conditions
of work. :

(19) "Measure" means a question or proposal submitted in an election for an expression of the
voters’ will and includes the circulation and submission of a petition to determine whether a

question or proposal is required to be submitted in an election for an expressmn of the voters’
will, :

(20) "Commission" means the Texas Ethics Commission.
§ 251.002. Officeholders Covered

(a) The provisions of this title applicable to an officeholder apply only to a person who holds an elective
public office and to the secretary of state.

(b) For purposes of this title, a state officer-elect or a member-elect of the legislature is considered an
officeholder beginning on the day after the date of the general or special election at which the officer-elect

or member-elect was elected. This subsection does not relieve a state officer-elect or member-elect of the
legislature of any reporting requirements the person may have as a candidate under this title.

§ 251.003. Prohibition of Document Filing Fee
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(a) An expense incurred in connection with the conduct of a meeting of an organization or club affiliated
with a political party at which a candidate for an office regularly filled at the general election for state and
county officers, or a person holding that office, appears before the members of the organization or club is
not considered to be a political contribution or political expenditure if no political contributions are made to
or solicited for the candidate or officeholder at the meeting.

(b) In this section, an organization or club is affiliated with a political party if it:

(1) supports the nominees of that political party but does not support any candidate seeking the
party’s nomination for an office over any other candidate seeking that nomination; and

(2) is recognized by the political party as an auxiliary of the party.

§ 251.009. Legislative Caucus Contribution or Expenditure Not Considered to be Officeholder
Contribution or Expenditure - ‘

A contribution to or expenditure by a legislative caucus, as defined by Section 253.0341, is not considered
to be an officeholder contribution or officeholder expenditure for purposes of this title.

SUBCHAPTER B. DUTIES OF COMMISSION

§ 251.032. Forms

In addition to furnishing samples of the appropriate forms to the authorities having administrative duties ,
under this title, the commission shall furnish the forms to each political party’s state executive committee
and county chair of each county executive committee. :

§ 251.033. Notification of Deadline for Filing Reports

(a) The commission shall notify each person responsible for filing a report with the commission under
Subchapters C through F, Chapter 254, of the deadline for filing a report, except that notice of the deadline
is not required for a political committee involved in an election other than a primary election or the general
election for state and county officers. Notification under this subsection may be sent by electronic mail,

(b) If the commission is unable to notify a person of a deadline after two attempts, the commission is not
required to make any further attempts to notify the person of that deadline or any future deadlines until the
person has notified the commission of the person’s current address or electronic mail address.

(¢) Chapter 552, Government Code, does not apply to a notification under this section sent by electronic
mail. :

CHAPTER 252. CAMPAIGN TREASURER

§ 252.001. Appointment of Campaign Treasurer Required
§ 252.0011. Ineligibility for Appointment as Campaign Treasurer
§ 252.002. Contents of Appointments
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(2) the candidate who or political committee that subsequently appoints the person does not
accept political contributions that in the aggregate exceed $5 000 or make political expenditures
that in the aggregate exceed $5,000. :

(d) Subsection (c) applies to a person who is the campaign treasurer of a general-purpose committee
regardless of whether the committee files monthly reports under Section 254.155. For purposes of this
subsection, political contributions accepted and political expenditures made during a monthly reporting
period are aggregated with political contributions accepted and political expenditures made in each other
monthly reporting period that corresponds to the semiannual reporting period that contains those months.

(e) A candidate or political committee is considered to have not appointed a campa1gn treasurer if the
candidate or committee appoints a person as campaign treasurer whose appointment is prohibited by
Subsection (a). '

(f) A person who violates this section is liable for a civil penalty not to exceed three times the amount of
political contributions accepted or political expenditures made in violation of this section.

§ 252.002. Contents of Appointment
(a) A campaign treasarer appointment must be in writing and include:
(1) the campaign treasurer’e name;
(2) the campaign treasurer’s residence or business street address;
(3) the campaign treasurer’s telepho‘n_e number; and
(4) the name of the persor1 making the appointment.
(b) A pol1t1cal committee that files its campaign treasurer appomtment with the comm1es1on must notify the
commission in writing of any change in the campaign treasurer’s address not later than the 10th day after the
- date on which the change occurs.

§ 252.003. Contents of Appointment by General-Purpose Committee

(a) In addition to the information required by Section 252.002, a campaign treasurer appointment by a
general-purpose committee must include:

(1) the full name, and any acronym of the name that will be used in the name of the committee
as provided by Subsection (d), of each corporation, labor organization, or other association or
legal entity that directly establishes, administers, or controls the committee, if applicable, or the
name of each person who determines to whom the committee makes contributions or the name
of each person who determines for what purposes the committee makes expenditures;

~ (2) the full name and address of each general-purpose committee to whom the committee
intends to make political contributions; and

(3) the name of the committee and, if the name is an acronym, the words the acronym
represents.
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(1) the commission, if the appointment is méc_ie for candidacy for:
(A) a statewide office;
(B) a district office filled by voters of nﬁore than one county; -
© é Jjudicial district office filled by vofers of only one county;
(D) state senator;
(E) state fepresentativej or
(F) the State Board of Education;

(2) the county clerk, if the appointment is made for candidacy for a county ofﬁce, a precinct
office, or a district office other than one included in Subdivision (1); .

(3) the clerk or secretary of the governing body of the political subdivision of, if the political
subdivision has no clerk or secretary, with the governing body’s presiding officer, if the
appointment is made for candidacy for an office of a political subdivision other than a county; -

(4) the county clerk if:

(A) the appointment is made for candidacy for an office of a political subdivision
other than a county; ' '

(B) the governing body for the political subdivision haS»not been formed; and
(C) no boundary of the political subdivision crosses a bouridary of the county; or

(5) the commission if:

(A) the appoihtment is made for ¢
than a county;

andidacy for an office of a political subdivision other
(B) the governing body for the political subdivision has not been formed; and
(C) the political subdiviéi_on is situated in more than bne county. .

‘ § 252.006. Authority With Whom Appointment Filed: Specific-Purpose Committee for Supporting or
Opposing Candidate or Assisting Officeholder

A specific-purpose committee for supporting or opposing a candidate or assisting an officeholder must file
its campaign treasurer appointment with the same authority as the appointment for candidacy for the office.

§ 252.007. Authority With Whom Appointment Filed: Specific-Purpose Committee for Supporting or
Opposing Measure : '

A specific-purpose committee for supporting or opposing a measure must file its campaign treasurer
appointment with: ; '
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(b) A campaign treasurer appointment continues in effect until terminated.
§ 252.012. Removal of Campaign Treasurer

(a) A campaign treasurer appointed under this chapter may be removed at any time by the appointing
authority by filing the written appointment of a successor in the same manner as the original appointment.

(b) The appointment of a successor terminates the appointment of the campaign treasurer who is removed.

(c) If the campaign treasurer of a specific-purpose political committee required to file its campaign treasurer
appointment with the commission or of a general-purpose political committee is removed by the committee,
the departing campaign treasurer shall immediately file written notification of the termination of

appointment with the commission. _ :
§ 252.013. Termination of Appointment on Vacating Position

(a) If a campaign treasurer resigns or otherwise vacates the position, the appointment is terminated at the
time the vacancy occurs. : : , ' :

(b) A campaign treasurer who vacates the treasurer’s position shall immediately. notify the appointing
authority in writing of the vacancy. ' :

(c) If the campaign treasurer of a specific-purpose political committee required to file its campaign treasurer
appointment with the commission or of a general-purpose political committee resigns or otherwise vacates
the position, the campaign treasurer shall immediately file written notification of the vacancy with the

commission. ‘
§ 252.0131. Termination of Campaign Treasurer Appointment
(a) The commission by rule shall adopt a process by which the commission may terminate the campaign
treasurer appointment of an inactive candidate or political committee that is required to file a campaign
treasurer appointment with the commission. The governing body of a political subdivision by ordinance or
order may adopt a process by which the clerk or secretary, as applicable, of the political subdivision may-
. terminate the campaign treasurer appointment of an inactive candidate or political committee that is required

to file a campaign treasurer appointment with the clerk or secretary. For purposes of this section, a candidate
or political committee is inactive if the candidate or committee:

(1) has never filed or has ceased to file reports under Chapter 254;

(2) in the case of a candidate, has not been elected to an office for which a candidate is required

to file a campaign treasurer appointment with the authority who is seeking to terminate the
candidate’s campaign treasurer appointment; and : :

(3) has not filed:
(A) a final report under Section 254.065 or 254.125; or
(B) a dissolution report under Section 254.126 or 254.159.

- (b) Before the commission may terminate a campaign treasurer appointment, the commission must consider
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§ 253.002. Unlawful Direct Campaign Expenditure

§ 253.003. Unlawfully Making or Accepting Contribution
§ 253.004. Unlawfully Making Expenditure

§ 253.005. Expenditure From Unlawful Contribution

SUBCHAPTER B. CANDIDATES, OFFICEHOLDERS, AND POLITICAL COMMITTEES
§ 253.031. Contribution and Expenditure Without Campaign Treasurer Prohibited
§ 253.032. Limitation on Contribution by Out-of-State Committee
§ 253.033. Cash Contributions Exceeding $100 Prohibited
§253.034. Restrictions on Contributions During and Following Regular Legislative Session

$253.0341. Restrictions on Contributions to Legzs‘laz‘zve Caucuses During and Following Regular
Legislative Session :

§ 253.035. Restrictions on Personal Use of Contributions
| § 253.0351. Loans From Personal Funds
§ 253.036. Officeholder Contributions Used in Connec’uon With Campa1 gn.
§ 253.037. Restrictions on Contribution or Expendrcure by General-Purpose Committee
§ 253.038. Payments Made to Purchase Real Property Prohibited
' §253.039. Contributions in Certain Public Buildings Prohibited
§ 253.040. Separate Accounts |
§ 253.041. Restrictions on Certain Payments
§ 253.042. Restrictions on Reimbursement of Personal Funds and Paynients on Certain Loans
§ 253.043. Political Contributions Used in Connectlon with Appointive Office

SUBCHAPTER C. INDIVIDUALS
§ 253.061. Direct Expenditure of $100 or Less
§ 253.062. Direct Expenditure Exceeding $100
§ 253 063. Travel Expense

SUBCHAPTER D. CORPORATIONS AND LABOR ORGAN IZATIONS
§ 253.091. Corporations Covered
§ 253.092. Treatment of Incorporated Political Committee ‘
§ 253.093. Certain Associations Covered |
§ 253.094. Contributions and Expenditures Prohibited
§ 253.095. Punishment of Agent o
§ 253.096. Contribution on Measure
§ 253.097. Direct Expenditure on Measure
§ 253.098. Cqmmunication With Stockholders or Members
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§ 253.169.
§ 253.170.
§253.171.
§ 253.172.
§ 253.173.
§ 253.174.
. §253.175.
§ 253.176.

Expenditure by Certain Committees Considered Expenditure by Candidate

Effect of Certain Political Expenditures

Contribution from or Direct Campaign Expenditure by Political Party

Restriction on Exceeding Expenditure Limits

Agreement to Evade Limits Prohibited

Misrepresentation of Opponent's Compliance With or Violation of Subchapter Prohibited
Judicial Campaign Fairness Fund '

Civil Penalty

SUBCHAPTER A. GENERAL RESTRICTIONS

§ 253.001. Contribution or Expenditure in Another’s Name Prohibited

(a) A person may not knowingly make or authorize a politieal contribution in the name of or on behalf of
another unless the person discloses in writing to the recipiént the name and address of the person actually
making the contribution in order for the recipient to make the proper dlsclosure _

(b) A person may not knowingly make or authorize a political expenditure in the name of or on behalf of
another unless the person discloses in writing to the person on whose behalf the expenditure is made the
name and address of the person actually making the expendlture in order for the person on whose behalf the
expenditure is made to make the proper disclosure. :

(c) A person who violates this section commits an offense.. An offense under th1s section 1s a Class A -

mlsdemeanor

§ 253_.002. Unlawful Direct Campaign Expenditure

(a) A person may not knowingly make or authorize a direct campaign expenditure. _

(b)’ This section does not apply to:

(1) an individual making an expenditure authorized by Subchapter C;

(2) a corporation or labor organization making an expenditure authorized by Subchapter D;

(3) a candidate making or authorizing an expenditure for the candidate’s own election;

(4) a political eommittee; or

(5) a campaign treasurer or assistant campaign treasurer acting in an official capacity.

(c) A person who violates this section commits an offense. An offense under this section is a Class A

misdemeanor.

§ 253.003. Unlawfully Making or Accepting Contribution
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expenditure supporting or opposing a candidate for an office specified by Section 252.005 (1) in a primary or
general election unless the committee’s campaign treasurer appointment has been filed not later than the
30th day before the appropriate election day. ‘

(d) This section does not apply to a political party’s county executive committee that accepts political
contributions or makes political expenditures, except that: -

(1) a county executive committee that accepts political contributions or makes political
expenditures shall maintain the records required by Section 254.001; and

() a county executive committee that aécepts political contributions or makes political
expenditures that, in the aggregate, exceed $25,000 in a calendar year shall file: -

(A) a campaign treasurer appointment as required by Section 252.001 not later than
the 15th day after the date that amount is exceeded; and

(B) the reports required by Subchapter F, Chapter 254, including in the political
committee’s first report all political contributions accepted and all political
expenditures made before the effective date of the campaign treasurer appointment.

- (e) This section does not apply to an out-of-state political committee unleés the committee is subject to
Chapter 252 under Section 251.005. ' :

() A person who Viol‘atc‘s this section commits an offense. An offense"und‘er this section is a Class A
misdemeanor. S B '

§253.032. Limitation on Contribution by Out-of-State Conimittee

(@) In a reporting period, a candidate, officeholder, or political committes may not knowingly accept

~ political contributions totaling more than $500 from an out-of-state political committee unless, before
accepting a contribution that would cause the total to exceed $500, the candidate, officeholder, or political
committee, as applicable, receives from the out-of-state committee: -

(1) a written statément, certiﬁed'by an officer of the out-of-state committee, listing the full
name and address of each person who contributed more than $100 to the out-of-state committee
during the 12 months immediately preceding the date of the contribution; or '

(2) a copy of the out-of-state committee’s statement of organization filed as required by law
with the Federal Election Commission and certified by an officer of the out-of-state committee.

(b) This section does not apply to a contribution from an out-of-state political committee if the committee
appointed a campaign treasurer under Chapter 252 before the contribution was made and is subject to the
reporting requirements of Chapter 254.

(c) A person who violates Subsection (a) commits an offense. An offense under this section is a Class A
misdemeanor. ‘

(d) A candidate, officeholder, or political committee shall include the statement or copy required by

Subsection (a) as a part of the report filed under Chapter 254 that covers the reporting period to which
~Subsection (a) applies. s '
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(2) to defray expenses incurred in connection with an election contest; or

(3) by a person who holds a state office or a member of the legislature if the person or member
was defeated at the general election held immediately before the session is convened or by a
specific-purpose political committee that supports or assists only that person or member.

(d) This section does not apply to a political contribution made to or accepted by a holder of an office to
which Subchapter F applies. ‘

(e) A person who violates this section commits an offense. An offense under this section is a Class A
misdemeanor.

§ 253.0341. Restrictions on Contributions to Legislative Caucuses During and Following Regular
Legislative Session '

(a) During the period beginning on the 30th day before the date a regular legislative session convenes and
continuing through the 20th day after the date of final adjournment, a person not a member of the caucus
may not knowingly make a contribution to a legislative caucus.

(b) A legislative caucus may not knowingly accept from a nonmember a contribution, and shall refuse a
contribution from a nonmember that is received, during the period prescribed by Subsection (a. A
contribution that is received and refused during that period shall be returned to the contributor not later than

~ the 30th day after the date of receipt. A contribution made by United States mail or by common or contract
carrier is not considered received during that period if it was properly addressed and placed with postage or
carrier charges prepaid or prearranged in the mail or delivered to the contract carrier before the beginning

- of the period. The date indicated by the post office cancellation mark or the common or contract carrier
documents is considered to be the date the contribution was placed in the mail or delivered to the common
or contract carrier unless proven otherwise. . : '

" (c) A person who violates this section commits an offense. An offense under this section is a Class A

misdemeanor. '
(d) A person who knowingly makes or accepts a contribution in violation of this section is liable for.
-damages to the state in the amount of triple the value of the unlawful contribution. '

(e) In this section, "legislative caucus" means an organization that is composed exclusively of members of
the legislature, that elects or appoints officers and recognizes identified legislators as members of the
organization, and that exists for research and other support of policy development and interests that the
membership hold in common. The term includes an entity established by or for a legislative caucus to
conduct research, education, or any other caucus activity. An organization whose only nonlegislator
members are the lieutenant governor or the governor remains a "legislative caucus" for purposes of this
section. : :

§ 253.035. Restrictions on Personal Use of Contributions

(a) A person who accepts a political contribution as a candidate or officeholder may not convert the
contribution to personal use.

(b) A specific-purpose committee that accepts a political contribution may not convert the contribution to
the personal use of a candidate, officeholder, or former candidate or officeholder. '
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(a) A candidate or officeholder who makes political expenditures from the candidate’s or officeholder’s
personal funds may report the amount expended as a loan and may reimburse those personal funds from
political contributions in the amount of the reported loan. ' :

(b) Section 253.035(h) applies if the person does not report an amount as a loan as authorized by_Subsection

(a).
§ 253.036. Officeholder Contributions Used in Connection with Campaign

An officeholder who lawfully accepts officeholder contributions may use those contributions in connection
with the officeholder’s campaign for elective office after appointing a campaign treasurer.

§ 253.037. Resfrictions on Contribution or Expenditure by General-Purpose Committee

(a) A general-purpose committee may not knowingly make or authorize a political contribution or political
expenditure unless the committee has: ‘

(1) filed its campaign treasurer appointment not later than the 60th dayl before the date the
contribution or expenditure is made; and :

(2) accepted political contributions from at least 10 persons. -

(b) A general-purpose committee may not knbwingly make. a 'political contribution to anb_ther general-
purpose committee unless the other committee is listed in the campaign treasurer appointment of the -
- confributor committee. :

(c) Subsection (a) does not apply to a political party’s county executive committee' that is complying with
Section 253.031 or to a general-purpose committee that accepts contributions from a multi-candidate -
political committee (as defined by the Federal Election Campaign Act) that is registered with the Federal
Election Commission, provided that the general-purpose committee is in compliance with Section 253.032.

(d) A person who violates this section commits an offense. An offense under this section is a Class A
misdemeanor. ‘ R ' '

§ 253.038. Payments Made to Purchase Real Property Or To Rent Certain Real Propefty Prohibited.

(8) A candidate or officeholder or a specific-purpose committee for supporting, opposing, or assisting the
candidate or officeholder may not knowingly make or authorize a payment from a political contribution to
purchase real property or to pay the interest on or principal of a note for the purchase of real property.

* (a-1) A candidate or officeholder or a specific-purpose committee for supporting, opposing, or assisting the
candidate or officeholder may not knowingly make or authorize a payment from a political contribution for
the rental or purchase of real property from: '

(1) a person related within the second degree by consanguinity or affinity, as determined under
Chapter 573, Government Code, to the candidate or officeholder; or

(2) a business in which the candidate or officeholder or a person described by Subdivision (1)

has a participating interest of more than 10 percent, holds a position on the governing body, or
serves as an officer. ‘ o
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(2) the candidate or officeholder or the spouse or dependent child of the candidate or
officeholder.

(b) A payment that is made from a political contribution to a business described by Subsection (a) and that is
not prohibited by that subsection may not exceed the amount necessary to reimburse the business for actual
expenditures made by the business. '

(c) A person who violates this section commits an offense. An offense under this subsection is a Class A
misdemeanor. ,

§ 253.042. Restrictions on Reimbursement of Personal Funds and Payments on Certain Loans

(a) A candidate or officeholder who makes political expenditures from the candidate’s or officeholder’s
personal funds may not reimburse those personal funds from political contributions in amounts that in the
aggregate exceed the following amounts for each election in which the person’s name appears on the ballot:

(1) for a statewide office other than govemor,' $250,000; and
(2) for governor, $500,000.

(b) A candidate or officeholder who accepts .one or more political contributions in the form of loans,
including an extension of credit or a guarantee of a loan or extension of credit, from one or more persons _
related to the candidate or officeholder within the second degree by affinity or consanguinity may not use
political contributions to repay the loans in amounts that in the aggregate exceed the amount prescribed by

~ Subsection (a).

(c) The total amount of both feinibursemehts and repayments made by a candidate or officeholder undér this
section may not exceed the amount prescribed by Subsection (a). . : . :

@d) A pérson who is both a candidate and an officeholder covered By Subsection (a) may reimburse the
person’s personal funds or repay loans from political contributions only in one capacity.

(e) This section does not prohibit the payment of interest on loans covered by this section at a commercially
- reasonable rate, except that interest on loans from a candidate’s or officeholder’s personal funds or on loans

from the personal funds of any person related to the candidate or officeholder within the second degree by

affinity or consanguinity is included in the amount prescribed by Subsection (), (b), or (c). :

(® A person who violates this section commits an offense. An offense under this section is a Class A
misdemeanor. : o ‘

(2) The commission shall study possible restrictions on amounts of reimbursements under Subsection (a) in
connection with the offices of state senator and state representative and shall make appropriate
recommendations to the legislature on those matters.

§ 253.043. Political Contributions Used in Connection with Appointive Office
A former candidate or former officeholder who lawfully accepts political contributions may use those

contributions to make an expenditure to defray expenses incurred by the person in performing a duty or
engaging in an activity in connection with an appointive office of a state board or commission.
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companies, insurance companies, reciprocal or interinsurance exchanges, railroad companies, cemetery
companies, government-regulated cooperatives, stock companies, and abstract and title insurance
companies. ‘

(b) For purposes of this subchapter, the members of the associations specified by Subsection (a) are
- considered to be stockholders. :

§ 253.094. Contributions and Expenditures Prohibited

(a) A corporati@n or labor organization may not make a political contribution or political expenditure that is
not authorized by this subchapter.

(b) A corporation or labor organization may not make a political contribution or political expenditure in
connection with a recall election, including the circulation and submission of a petition to call an election.

(c) A person who violates this section commits an offense. An offense under this section is a felony of the
third degree. S :

§ 253.095. Punishment of Agent . -

An officer, director, or other agent of a cbrporation or labor organization who commits an offense under this
subchapter is punishable for the grade of offense applicable to the corporation or labor organization.

§ 253.096. Co_ntribution on Measure

A corporation or labor organization may make campaign contributions from its own property in connection
with an election on a measure only to a political committee for supporting or opposing measures
exclusively. - L '

§ 253.097. Direct Expenditure on Measure

A 'corporation or labor organization not acting in concert with another person may make one or more direct
campaign expenditures from its own property in connection with an election on a measure if the corporation

or labor organization makes the expenditures in accordance with Section 253.061 or 253.062 as if the
corporation or labor organization were an individual. : :

- §253.098. Communication with Stockholders or Members
(a) A corporation or labor organization may make one or more direct campaign expenditures from its own
property for the purpose of communicating directly with its stockholders or members, as applicable, or with
the families of its stockholders or members.
(b) An expenditure under this section is not reportable under Chaptér 254,
§ 253.099. Nonpartisan Voter Registration and Get-Out-The-Vote Campaigns
(a) A corporation or labor organization may make one or more expenditures to finance nonpartisan voter

registration and get-out-the-vote campaigns aimed at its stockholders or members, as applicable, or at the
families of its stockholders or members.
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(2) telephoning or telephone banks to commz?nicate with the public,
(3) brochures and direct mail supporting or bpposz'ng a candidate;
(4) partisan voter registration and get-out-the-vote drives;

(3) political fund-raising other than from its stockholders or members, as applicable, or the -
Jamilies of its stockholders or members;

(6) voter identification efforts, voter lists, or voter databases that include persons other than its
stockholders or members, as applicable, or the Sfamilies of its stockholders or members;

(7) polling designed to support or oppose a candidate other than of its stockholders or
members, as applicable, or the families of its stockholders or members; or

(8) recruiting candidates.
(¢) Subsection (d) does not apply to a corporation or labor organization making an expenditure to

communicate with its stockholders or members, as applicable, or with the families of its stockholders or
members as provided by Section 253.098. ’ . : : -

§ 253.101. Unlawful Contribution or Expenditure by Committee

(2) A political committee assisted by a corporation or labor organizatibﬁ under Section 253.100 may not -
make a political contribution or political expenditure in whole or part from money that is known by a
member or officer of the political committee to be dues, fees, or other money required as a condition of

- employment or condition of membership in a labor organization.

(b) A person who violates this section commits an offehse. An offense under this section is a felony of the
third degree. - o : : . o

§ 253.102. Coercion Prohibited

(@ A c’orporatidn or labor drganization or a political committee assisted by a coi'poration or labor
organization under Section 253.100 commits an offense if it uses or threatens to use physical force, job
discrimination, or financial reprisal to obtain money or any other thing of value to be used to influence the
result of an election or to assist an officeholder. :

(b) A political committee assisted by a corporation or labor organization under Section 253.100 commits an
offense if it accepts or uses money or any other thing of value that is known by a member or officer of the
political committee to have been obtained in violation of Subsection (a). : :

(c) An offense under this section is a felony of the third degree.

§ 253.103. Corporate Loans

(a) A corporation may not make a loan to a candidate, officeholder, or political committee for campéign'or
officeholder purposes unless: ’ :

(1) the corporation has been legally and continuously engaged in the business of lending money
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contribution ér expenditure is made.
(b) In this section, "damages" means:
(1) twice the value of the unlawful contributioﬁ or expenditure; and
(2) reasonable attorney’s fees incurred in the suit.

(c) Reasonable attorney’s fees incurred in the suit may be awarded to the defendant if judgment is rendered
in the defendant’s favor. '

§ 253.133. Liability to State

A person who knowingly makes or accepts a political contribution or makes a political expenditure in
violation of this chapter is liable for damages to the state in the amount of triple the value of the unlawful
contribution or expenditure. ‘ ' ' '

~ § 253.134. Civil Penalties Impdsed by Commission

This title does not prohi_bit the imposition of civil penalties by the commission in addition to criminal -
penalties or other sanctions imposed by law. : , : : _ :

' SUBCHAPTER F. JUDICIAL CAMPAIGN FAIRNESS ACT
§ 253.151. Applicability of Subchapter |

This subéhapter applies only toa political contribution or political éxpenditure in connection with the office
of: . . - , 4 3 - . ,

(1) chief justice‘o‘.r Justice, supreme court;
2 presi_ding Jjudge or judge, céuﬁ of cnmmal appeals;
3) éhief Jjustice or justice, court of aﬁp'eéls;
(4) district judge; | |
- (5) judge, statutory county court; or
(6) judge, statutory probate court. ‘
§ 253.152. Definitions

In this subchapter:

(1) "Complying candidate" or "complying officeholder" means a judicial candidate who files a
declaration of compliance under Section 253. 164(a)(1).
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(1) incurred directly by the making of a campaign expenditure during the period beginning on
the date the application for a place on the ballot or Jor nomination by convention was required
to be filed for the election in which the candidate last appeared on the ballot and ending on the
date of that election; and '

(2) subject to the restrictions prescribed by Sections 253.162 and 253.1 621.

Subsection (c) repealed by Acts 2009, 81st Leg., R. S., H.B. 4060, § 2, eff- Sept. 1, 2009.

(d) A person who violates this section is liable for a civil penalty not to exceed three times the amount of the
political contributions accepted in violation of this section.

§ 253.154. Write-In Candidacy

(@) A write-in candidate for judicial office or a specific-purpose committee for supporting a write-in
candidate for judicial office may not knowingly accept a political contribution before the candidate files a
declaration of write-in candidacy. ' : - T

(b) A person who violates this section is liable for a civil penalty not to exceed three times the amount of the
political contributions accepted in violation of this section. . : .

§ 253.1541. Acceptance of Officeholder Contributions by Person .Appointed to Fill Vacancy

(a) This section applies only to a person aﬁpointed to fill évacancy in an office covered by this vsubchapter
“who, at the time of appointment, does not hold another office covered by this subchapter.

(b) Notwithstanding Section 253.153, a person to whom this _'se’ction épplies" may accept ofﬁceholder
- contributions begihning on the date the person assumes the duties of office and ending on the 60th day after
that date. : : : o - - -
§ 253.155. Contribution Limits
' (a) Subject to Section 253.1621, a judicial candidate or officeholder méy nbt, except as provided By
Subsection (c), knowingly accept political contributions from a person that in the aggregate exceed the
limits prescribed by Subsection (b) in connection with each election in which the person is involved.
(b) The contribution limits are:
(1) for a statewide judicial office, $5,000; or
(2) for any other judicial office:
(A) $1,000, if the Ipopﬁlation of the judicial district is less than 250,000;
(B) $2,500, if the population of the judicial district is 25 0,000 to one million; or
(C) 85,000, if the population of the judicial district is more than one million.

(c) This section does not apply to a political contribution made by a general-purpose committee.
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§ 253.158. Contribution by Spouse or Child Considered to be Contribution by Individual

(a) For purposes of Sections 253.155 and 253.157, a contribution by the spouse or child of an individual is
considered to be a contribution by the individual. .

(b) In this section, "child" means a person under 18 years of age who is not and has not been married or who
has not had the disabilities of minority removed for general purposes.

§ 253.159. Exception to Contribution Limits

Sections 253.155 and 253.157 do not apply to an individual who is related td the candidate or officeholder
within the second degree by consanguinity, as determined under Subchapter B, Chapter 573, Government
Code. _ -

§ 253.160. Aggregate Limit on Contributions From and Direct Campaign Expenditures by General-
Purpose Committee '

~ (a) Subject to Section 253.1621, a judicial candidate or officeholder may not knowingly accept a political
contribution from a general-purpose committee that, when aggregated with each other political contribution

- from a general-purpose committee in connection with an election, exceeds 15 percent of the applicable limit
on expenditures prescribed by Section 253.168, regardless of whether the limit on expenditures is )
suspended. . : '

(b) A person who receives a political contribution that violates Subsection (a) shall return the contribution to
the contributor not later than the later of: ‘ . ' : '

(1) the last day of the reporting period in which the contribution is received; or .
(2) the fifth day after the date the contribiition is received.

(c) For purposes of this section, an expenditure by a general-purpose committee for the purpose of

supporting a candidate, for opposing the candidate’s opponent, or for assisting the candidate as an
officeholder is considered to be a contribution to the candidate unless the campaign treasurer of the general-

purpose committee, in an affidavit filed with the authority with whom the candidate’s campaign treasurer

appointment is required to be filed, states that the committee has not directly or indirectly communicated

with the candidate’s campaign, including the candidate, an aide to the candidate, a campaign officer, or a

campaign consultant, or a specific-purpose committee in regard to a strategic matter, including polling data,

advertising, or voter demographics, in connection with the candidate’s campaign. -

,(d) This section does not apply to a political expenditure by the principal political committee of fhe state
executive committee or a county executive committee of a political party that complies with Section
253.171(b). .

(e) A person who violates this section is liable for a civil penalty not to exceed three times the amount by
which the political contributions accepted in violation of this section exceed the applicable limit prescribed
by Subsection (a). :

§ 253.1601. Contribution to Certain Committees Considered Contribution to Candidate

For purposes of Sections 253.155, 253.157, and 253.160, a contribution to a specific-purpose committee for
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(e) This section does not apply to a political contribution made to the principal political committee of the
state executive committee or a county executive committee of a political party that:

(1) is made in return for goods or services, including political advertising or a campaign
communication, the value of which substantially equals or exceeds the amount of the
contribution; or

(2) is in an amount that is not more than the candidate’s or officeholder’s pro rata share of the
committee’s normal overhead and administrative or operating costs.

(f) For purposes of Subsection (e)(2), a candidate’s or officeholder’s pro rata share of a political
committee’s normal overhead and administrative or operating costs is computed by -dividing the
committee’s estimated total expenses for a period by the number of candidates and officeholders to whom
the committee reasonably expects to provide goods or services during that period.

- (g) A person who violates this section is liable for a civil penalty not to exceed three times the amount of
political contributions used in violation of this section.

1§ 253.162. Restrictions on Reimbursement of Personal Funds and Payments on Certain Loans

(€)) SubJect to Section 253.1621, a judicial candidate or ofﬁceholder who makes political expendltures from
the person s personal funds may not reimburse the personal funds from political contributions in amounts
that in the aggregate exceed, for each election in which the person s name appears on the ballot

(1) for a statewide judicial ofﬁce $100, OOO or

(2) for an office other than a statewide Jud1c1a1 ofﬁce five times the apphcable contribution
limit under Section 253 155. _

(b) A judicial candidate or officeholder who accepts one or more political contributions in the form of loans,

including an extension of credit or a guarantee of a loan or extension of credit, from one or more persons

related to the candidate or officeholder within the second degree by consanguinity, as determined under
. Subchapter B, Chapter 573, Government Code, may not use pohtlcal contnbutlons to repay the loans.

(c) A person who is both a candidate and an officeholder may reimburse the person’s personal funds only in
one capacity.

- (d) A person who violates this section is liable for a civil penalty not to exceed three times the amount by
which the reimbursement made in v1olat10n of this section exceeds the apphcable limit prescribed by
Subsection (a). :

§ 253.1621. Application of Contributien and Reimbursement Limits to Certain Candidates

(a) For purposes of a contribution limit prescribed by Section 253.155, 253.157, or 253.160 and the limit on
reimbursement of personal funds prescribed by Section 253.162, the general primary election and general
election for state and county officers are considered to be a single election in which a judicial candidate is
involved if the candidate:

(1) is unopposed in the primary election; or
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candidate.

(g) A person who violates this section is liable for'a civil penalty not to exceed three times the amount of the
- political expenditures made in violation of this section.

§ 253.164. Voluntary Compliance

(a) When a person becomes a candidate for a judicial office, the person shall file with the authority with
whom the candidate’s campaign treasurer appointment is required to be filed:

(1) a sworn declaration of compliance stating that the person voluntarily agrees to comply with
the limits on expenditures prescribed by this subchapter; or

(2) a written declaration of the person’s intent to make expenditures that exceed the limits
prescribed by this subchapter.

(b) The limits on contributions and on reimbursement of personal funds prescribed by this subchapter apply
to complying candidates unless suspended as provided by Section 253.165 or 253.170. The limits on
contributions and on reimbursement of personal funds prescribed by this subchapter apply to noncomplying
candidates regardless of whether the limits on contributions, expenditures, and reimbursement of personal

funds are suspended for complying candidates.

(¢) A judicial candidate may not knowingly accept a campaign contribution or make or authorize a’
- campaign expenditure before the candidate files a declaration under Subsection (a). - " :

(d) A person who violates Subsection (c) is liable for a civil penalty not to exceed three times the amount of
the political contributions or political expenditures made in violation of this section. o

§ 253.165. Effect of Noncomplying Candidate
(@ A complying candidate or a specific-purpose committee for suppbrting é complying candidate is not
required to comply with the limits on contributions, expenditures, and the reimbursement of personal funds

prescribed by this subchapter if another person becomes a candidate for the same office and: -

(1) files a declaration of intent to exceed the limits on expenditures under Section 253.164(a)

(2);

(2) fails to file a declaration of compliance under Section 253.164(a)(1) or a declaration of
intent under Section 253.164(a)(2);

(3) files a declaration of compliance under Section 253.164(a)(1) but later exceeds the limits on
expenditures; or ' , :

(4) violates Section 253.173 or 253.174.
(b) The executive director of the commission shall issue an order suspending the limits on contributions and
expenditures for a specific office not later than the fifth day after the date the executive director determines

that: ‘

(1) aperson has become a candidate for that office and:
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if the county:

(A) comprises an entire judicial district under Chapter 26, Government Code; or

(B) has a statutory county court or statutory probate court, other than a multi

county statutory county court created under Subchapter D, Chapter 25, Government

Code. ‘
(b) On receipt of the certification of population under Subsection (a), the commission or county clerk, as
appropriate, shall make available to each candidate for an office covered by this subchapter written notice of
the contribution and expenditure limits applicable to the office the candidate seeks.
§ 253.168. Expenditure Limits

(a) For each election in which the candidate is involved, a complying candidate may not knowingly make or
authorize political expenditures that in the aggregate exceed: : '

(1) for a statewide judiéial office, $2 million;
| (2) for the office of chief justice or justicé, court of appeals:
(A) $500,000, if the population of the judicial district is more than one million; or
| B) $3SO;OOO, if the popﬁlati"on of the judicial district is one million or less; or
(3) for an office other than an office covered by Subdivision (1) or (2):.
(A) $350,000, 1f the population of the judicial district is more than one million;
(B) $200,000, if the population of the judicial district is 250,000 to one million; or
(C) $100,000, if the population of the judicial district is less than 250,000,
(b) A person who violates this section is liable for a civil penalty not to exceed three times the amount by
which the political expenditures made in violation of this section exceed the applicable limit prescribed by
Subsection (a). C '
§ 253.169. Expenditure by Certain Committees Considered Expenditure by Candidate
(a) For purposes of Section 253‘.168, an expenditure by a specific-purpose committee for the purpose of
supporting a candidate, opposing the candidate’s opponent, or assisting the candidate as an officeholder is
considered to be an expenditure by the candidate unless the candidate, in an affidavit filed with the authority
with whom the candidate’s campaign treasurer appointment is required to be filed, states that the candidate’s
campaign, including the candidate, an aide to the candidate, a campaign officer, or a campaign consultant of
the candidate, has not directly or indirectly communicated with the committee in regard to a strategic matter,
including polling data, advertising, or voter demographics, in connection with the candidate’s campaign.

(b) This section applies. only to an expenditure of which the candidate or officeholder has notice.

(c) An affidavit under this section shall be filed with the next report the candidate or officeholder is required
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(b) Subsection (a) does not apply to a political eXpenditure for a generic get-out-the-vote campaign or for a
written list of two or more candidates that:

(1) identifies the party’s candidates by name and office sought, office held, or photograph;

| 2) does not include any reference to the judicial philosophy or poéitions on issues of the party’s
judicial candidates; and

(3) is not broadcast, cablecast, published in a newspaper or magazine, or placed on a billboard.

§ 253.172. Restriction on Exceeding Expenditure Limits

(a) A candidate who files a declaration of compliance under Section 253.164(a)(1) and who later files a
declaration of intent to exceed the limits on expenditures under Section 253.164(a)(2) or a specific-purpose
committee for supporting such a candidate may not make a political expenditure that causes the person to

exceed the applicable limit on expenditures prescribed by Section 253.168 before the 60th day after the date
the candidate files the declaration of intent to exceed the limits on expenditures. :

(b) A person who violates this section is liable for a civil penalty. not to exceed three times the amount of
political expenditures made in violation of this section.

§ 253.173. Agreement to Evade Limits Prohibited
(@) A complying candidate may not: -

(1) solicit a person to enter a campaign as a noncomplyihg candidate opposing the complying -
candidate; or o : ' ' :

(2) enter into an agreement under which a person enters a campaign as a noricomplying
candidate opposing the complying candidate: ' ' ' '

(b) A candidate who violates this section is considered to be a noncomplying candidate.
§ 253.174. Misrepresentation of Oppdnénf’s Conipliance With or Violation of Sﬁbchapter Prohibited
(a) A candidate for judicial office may not knéwingly misrepresent fhat an opponent of the candidate:
(1) is a noncomplying candidate; or - |
(2) has violated this subchapter.
(b) A candidate who violates this section is considered tobea néﬁcomplymg candidate.
§ 253.175. Judicial Campaign Fairness Fund
(2) The judicial campaign fairness fund is a special account in the genex;al rex}enue fund.
(b) The judicial campaign fairness fund consists of:

(1) penalties recovered under Section 253.176; and
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§ 254.031. General Contents of Reports
§ 254.0311. Report by Legislative Caucus
§ 254.0312. Best Efforts
§ 254.032. Nonreportable Personal Travel Expense
§ 254.033. Nonreportable Personal Service
§ 254.034. Time of Accepting Contribution
§ 254.035. Time of Making Expenditure
§ 254.036. Form of Report; Affidavit; Mailing of Forms
§ 254.0362. Use of Publicly Accessible Computer Terminal for Preparation of Reports
§ 254.037. Filing Deadline : ‘
§ 254.038. Special Report Near Election by Certain Candidates and Political Committees
§ 254.039. Special Report Near Election by Certain General-Purpose Committees
§ 254.0391. Report During Special Leglslatlve Session |
§ 254.040. Preservation of Reports; Records of Inspection
§ 254. 0401. Availability of Electromc Reports on Internet
§ 254.0402. Public Inspection of Reports- '
§ 254.041. Criminal Penalty for Untimely or In'complete_Reﬁort
§ 254.042. Civil Penalty for Late Report
| § 254.043; Action to Require Compliance |

SUBCHAPTER C. REPORTIN G BY CAN DIDATE
~ §254.061. Additional Contents of Report
§ 254.0611. Additional Contents of Reports by Certam Judicial Candldates :

§ 254.0612. Addmonal Contents of Reports by Candidate for StateWJde Executlve Office or
Legislative Office _

§ 254.062. Certain Ofﬁceholde_r Activity Included

§ 254.063. Semiannual Reporting Schedule for Candidate
§ 254.064. Additional Reports of Opposed Candidate

§ 254.065. Final Report

§254.066. Authority With Whom Reports Filed

SUBCHAPTER D. REPORTING BY OFFICEHOLDER
§ 254.091. Additional Contents of Reports , :
§ 254.0911. Additional Contents of Reports by Certain Judicial Officeholders

§ 254.0912. Additional Contents of Reports by Statewide Executive Officeholders and Legislative
Officeholders

§ 254.092. Certain Officeholder Expenditures Excluded
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§ 254.163. Authority With Whom Reports Filed

§ 254.164. Certain Committees Exempt from Civil Penalties
SUBCHAPTER G. MODIFIED REPORTING PROCEDURES; $500 MAXIMUM IN
CONTRIBUTIONS OR EXPENDITURES _ .

§ 254.181. Modified Reporting Authorized '

§ 254.182. Declaration of Intent Required

§ 254.183. Maximum Exceeded

§ 254.184. Applicability of Regular Reporting Requirements

SUBCHAPTER H. UNEXPENDED CONTRIBUTIONS
| § 254.201. Annual Report of Unexpended Contributions
§ 254.202. Filing of Report; Contents |
§ 254.203. Retention of Contributions
§ 254.204. Disposition of Unexpended Contributions
§ 254.205. Report of Disposition of Unexpended Coﬁtribvutions

SUBCHAPTER I. CIVIL LIABILITY
§ 254.231. Liability to Candidates
~ §254.232. Liability to State

SUBCHAPTER A. RECORDKEEP]NG
§ 254 001. Recordkeeping Required
(a) Bach candidate and each ofﬁceholder‘shall rﬁaintain a récqrd of all i'éportable activitsf. 'b
.(b) Each campaign treasurér of a political éémmittee shall niaintain arecord of ali reportable activity
(¢) The record must contam the information that is necessary for filing the reports requlred by this chapter.

(d) A person required to maintain a record under this section shall preserve the record for at least tvvo years
beginning on the filing deadline for the report contannng the information in the record.

(e) A person who violates this section commits an offense. An offense under this section is a Class B
misdemeanor. :

' SUBCHAPTER B. POLITICAL REPORTING GENERALLY

§ 254.031. General Contents of Reports
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(b) A report filed under this section must include: :

(1) the amount of contributions from each person, other than a caucus member, that in the
aggregate exceed $50 and that are accepted during the reporting period by the legislative
caucus, the full name and address of the person making the contributions, and the dates of the
contributions; - ' '

(2) the amount of loans that are made during the reporting period to the legislative caucus and
that in the aggregate exceed $50, the dates the loans are made, the interest rate, the maturity
date, the type of collateral for the loans, if any, the full name and address of the person or
financial institution making the loans, the full name and address, principal occupation, and
name of the employer of each guarantor of the loans, the amount of the loans guaranteed by
each guarantor, and the aggregate principal amount of all outstanding loans as of the last day of
the reporting period; : '

(3) the amount of expendifures that in the aggregate exceed $50 and that are made during the
reporting period, the full name and address of the persons to whom the expenditures are made,
and the dates and purposes of the expenditures; '

(4) the total amount or a specific listing of contributions of $50 or less accepted from persons
other than caucus members and the total amount or a specific listing of expenditures of $50 or
less made during the reporting period; and ' .

(5) the total amount of all _contributions’éccepted, including total conﬁfibutions from caucus -
members, and the total amount of all expenditures made during the reporting period.

(c) If no reportable activity occurs during a reporting period, the legislative caucus shall indicate that factin . -
the report. - : o : . ' o :

(d) A legislative caucus shall file with the commission two reports for éabh jIear. _

(e) The first report shall be filed not later than July 15. The report covers the period beginning J anuary 1 or
- the day the legislative caucus is organized, as applicable, and continuing through June 30. _ - ,

() The second report shall be filed not later than J anuary 15. The report covers the period beginning July 1
or the day the legislative caucus is organized, as applicable, and continuing through December 31.

(g) Alegislative caucus shall maintain a record of all reportable activity under this section and shall preserve
the record for at least two years beginning on the filing deadline for the report containing the information in
the record. 4 ‘ -

(h) In this section, "legislative caucus" has the meaning assigned by Section 253.0341.

 § 254.0312. Best Efforts
(a) A person required to file a report under this chapter is considered to be in compliance with Section
254.0612, 254.0912, or 254.1212 only if the person or the person's campaign treasurer shows that the person
has used best efforts to obtain, maintain, and report the information required by those sections. A person is

considered to have used best efforts to obtain, maintain, and report that information if the person or the
person's campaign treasurer complies with this section. -
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(a) A determination to accept or refuse a pohtlcal contribution that is received by a candidate, officeholder,
or political committee shall be made not later than the end of the reporting period during which the
contribution is received.

(b) If the determination to accept or refuse a political contribution is not made before the time required by
Subsection (a) for purposes of this chapter, the contnbuuon is considered to have been accepted on the last
day of that reporting period.

(c) A political contribution that is received but not accepted shall be returned to the contributor not later than
the 30th day after the deadline for filing a report for the reporting period during which the contribution is
received. A contribution not returned within that time is considered to be accepted.

@ A céndidate, officeholder, or political committee commits an offense if the person knowingly fails to |
return a political contribution as required by Subsection (c). '

(e) An offense under this section is a Class A misdemeanor.
~ § 254.035. Time of Making Expenditure

(a) For purposesv of reporting under this chapter, a political expenditure is not considered to have been made
until the amount is readily determinable by the person making the expendlture except as prov1ded by
Subsection (b).

(b) If the character of an expenditure i is such that under normal business practlce the amount is not disclosed
until receipt of a penodlc b111 the expendlture is not considered made until the date the bill is received.

o (c) The amount of a pohtlcal expenditure made by credit card is readlly detenn’mable by the per_son making
the expenditure on the date the person receives the credit card statement that includes the expenditure.

(d) Subsection (c) does not apply to a political expenditure made by credit card du_ring the period covered by
a report required to be filed under Section 254.064(b) or (c), 254.124(b) or (c), or 254.154(b) or (c).

§ 254.036. Form of Report; Affidavit; Mailing of Forms

(a) Each report filed under this chapter with an authority other than the commission must be in a format
prescribed by the commission. A report filed with the commission that is not required to be filed by

- computer diskette, modem, or other means of electronic transfer must be on a form prescribed by the
commission and written in black ink or typed with black typewriter ribbon or, if the report is a computer
pnntout the printout must conform to the same format and paper size as the form prescribed by the
commission. :

(b) Except as provided by Subsection (c), (€), or (f), each report filed under this chapter with the
commission must be filed by computer diskette, modem, or other means of electronic transfer, using

computer software provided by the commission or computer software that meets commission specifications
- for a standard file format.

(c) A candidate, officeholder, or political committee that is required to file reports Wlth the commission may
file reports that comply with Subsection (a) if:

(1) the candidate, officeholder, or campaign treasurer of the committee files with the
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promptly notify the person in writing that the commission has received a report filed in a different manner
than expected.

() As partvof the notification required by Section 251.033, the commission shall mail the appropriate forms
to each person required to file a report with the commission during that reporting period.

(k) The commission shall prescribe forms for purposes of legislative caucus reports under Section 254.0311
that are separate and distinct from forms for other reports under this chapter.

(1) This section applies to a report that is filed electronically or otherwise.

Section 254.0361 transferred to Subchapter C, Chapter 571, Gov’t Code, by Acts 2003, 78th
Leg., R.S., H.B. 1606, § 1.08, eff. Sept. 1, 2003. : :

§ 254.0362. Use of Publicly Accessible Computer Terminal for Preparation of Reports

(a) Except as provided by Subsection (d), a person who is required to file reports under this chapter may use
a publicly accessible computer terminal that has Internet access and web browser software to prepare the =

reports.

(b) A public entity may prescribe reasonable restrictions on the use of a publicly accessible computer
terminal for preparation of reports under this chapter, except that a public entity may not prohibit a person
from using a computer terminal for preparation of reports during the public entity's regular business hours if .
the person requests to use the computer terminal less than 48 hours before a reporting deadline to which the
person is subject. . E . : '

’(C) This section does not i*equife a public entity to provide a person with consumable materials, including
paper and computer diskettes, in conjunction with the use of a publicly accessible computer terminal.

'(d) An officeholder may not use a computer issued to the officeholder fbr official use to prepare a report
under this title. " : ' :

' (e) In this section:
(1) "Public entity" means a state agehcy, city, county, or independenf school district,
(2) "Publicly accessible computer terminal" means a compliter terminal that is normally
available for use by members of the public and that is owned by a state agency, an independent
school district, or a public library operated by a city or county. _ ‘
§254.037. Filing Deadline

(a) Except as provided by Subsection (b), the deadline for filing a feport required by this chapter is 5 p.m. on
the last day permitted under this chapter for filing the report.

(b) The deadline for filing a report electronically with the commission as required by this chapter is
midnight on the last day for filing the report.

§ 254.038. Special Report Near Election by Certain Candidates and Political Committees
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(a-2) Each report required by Subsection (a)(1) must include the amoimt of the contributions specified by
that subsection, the full name and address of the person making the contributions, and the dates of the

contributions.

(b) Each report required by Subsection (2)(2) must include the amount of the expenditures, the full name and
address of the persons to whom the expenditures are made, and the dates and purposes of the expenditures.

(c) To the extent of a conflict between this section and Section 254.03 6, this section controls.

§ 254.0391. Report During Special Legislative Session

(a) A statewide officeholder, a member of the legislature, or a specific-purpose committee for supporting,

opposing, or assisting a statewide officeholder or member of the legislature, or a candidate for statewide

office or the legislature or a specific-purpose committee for supporting or opposing the candidate, that

accepts a political contribution during the period beginning on the date the governor signs the proclamation

calling a special legislative session and continuing through the date of final adjournment shall report the
~ contribution to the commission not later than the 30th day after the date of final adjournment.

(b) A determination to accept or refuse the political contribution shall be made not later than the third day
after the date the contribution is received. ' _ '

© Each report required by this section must include the arriount of the political contribution, the full name
and address of the person making the contribution, and the date of the contribution. :

(d) A report is not required under this section if a person covered by Subsection (a) is required to file

another report under this chapter not later than the 10th day after the date a report required under this section
would be due. : " ‘

§ 254.040. Preservation of Reports; Record of Inspection

* (a) Each report filed under this chapter shall be preserved by the authority with whom it is filed for at least
two years after the date it is filed. , : _ o '

(b) Each time a person requests to inspect a report, the commission shall place in the file a statement of the
person’s name and address, whom the person represents, and the date of the request. The commission shall
retain that statement in the file for one year after the date the requested report is filed. This subsection does
not apply to a request to inspect a report by: o '

(1) a member or empl'oyee of the commission acting on official business; or

(2) an individual acting on the individual’s own behalf.

§ 254.0401. Availability of Electronic Reports on Internet

-(a) The commission shall make each report filed with the commission under Section 254.036(b) available to
the public on the Internet not later than the second business day after the date the report is filed.

Subsections (b) and (c) Repealed by Acts 2003, 78th Leg., ch. 249, § 2.26.

Text of subsec. (b) as amended by Acts 2003, 78th Leg., ch. 567, § 1.
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§ 254.041. Criminal Penalty for Untimely or Inc(rmplete Report

(a) A person who is required by this chapter to file a report commits an offense if the person knowingly
fails:

(1) to file the report on time;

(2) to file a report by computer diskette, modem, or other means of electronic transfer, if the
person is required to file reports that comply with Section 254.036(b); or

(3) to include in the report information that is 'required by this title to be included. |
(b) Except as provided by Subsection (c), an offense under this section is a Class C misdemeanor.

(c) A violation of Subsection (a)(3) by a candidate or officeholder is a Class A misdemeanor if the report
fails to include information required by Section 254.061(3) or Section 254.091(2), as applicable.

§ 254.042. Civil Penalty for Late Report

(a) The commission shall determme from any available evidence whether a report requlred to be filed Wlth
the commission under this chapter is late. On making that determination, the commission shall immediately
mail a notice of the determination to the person required to file the report.

(b) If a report othcr than a report ‘under Section 254. 064(c), 254.124(c), or 254. 134(c) or the first report
under Section 254.063 or 254.123 that is required to be filed following the primary or general election is

- determined to be late, the person required to file the report is liable to the state for a civil penalty of $500. If
a report under Section 254.064(c), 254.124(c), or 254.154(c) or the first report under Section 254.063 or

~ 254.153 that is required to be filed following the primary or general election is determined to be late, the
person requlred to file the report is liable to the state for a civil penalty of $500 for the first day the report is

- late and $100 for each day thereafter that the report is late. If a report is more than 30 days late, the
commission shall issue a warning of liability by registered mail to the person requlred to file the report. If
the penalty is not paid before the 10th day after the date on which the warning is received, the person is
hable for a civil penalty in an amount determmed by commission rule, but not to exceed $10,000. '

(c) A penalty paid Voluntarﬂy under this section shall be dep031ted in the State Treasury to the cred1t of the
General Revenue Fund. : » _

§ 254.043. Action to Require Compliance

(a) This section applies only to:

(1) a person required to file reports under this chapter with the comm1ss1on or

2) a person required to file reports under this chapter with an authority other than the
commission in connection with an office of a political subdivision in a county W1th a population
of at least 500,000.

(b) A resident of the territory served by an office may bring an action for injunctive relief against a

candidate for or holder of that office or a specific-purpose committee for supporting or opposing such a
candidate or assisting such an officeholder to require the person to file a report under this chapter that the
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254.128 or 254.161; and
(5) on a separate page or pages of the report, the identification of any payment from political

contributions made to a business in which the candidate has a participating interest of more than
10 percent, holds a position on the governing body of the business, or serves as an officer of the

business.
§ 254.0611. Additional Contents of Reports by Certain Judicial Candidates

(a) In addition to the contents required by Sectlons 254.031 and 254.061, each report by a candidate for a
judicial office covered by Subchapter F, Chapter 253, must include:

(1) the total amount of political contributions including interest or other income, maintained in
one or more accounts in which political contributions are deposited as of the last day of the

reportmg period;

(2) for each individual from whom the person ﬁhng the report has accepted political
contributions that in the aggregate exceed $50 and that are accepted during the reportmg period:

(A) the principal occupation and job title of the 1nd1v1dua1 and the full name of the
employer of the individual or of the law firm of which the individual or the
md1v1dual’s spouse is a member if any; or

(B) if the individual is a ch11d the full name of the law ﬁrm of wh1ch either of the -
md1v1dua1’s parents isa member if any,

3) a spec1ﬁc listing of each asset Valued at $500 or more that was purchased with political -
contributions and on hand as of the last day of the reportmg pcnod -

(4) for each pohtlcal contnbutlon accepted by the pcrson ﬁhng the report but not received as of
the last day of the reportmg period:

(A) the full name and address of the person making the contnbutlon
(B) the amount of the contnbutlon and
(C) the date of the contribution; and

(5) for each outstandmg loan to- thc person filing the report as of the last day of the rcportmg
period: -

(A) the full name and address of the person or financial institution making the loan;
and

(B) the full name and address of each guarantor of the loan other than the
candidate.

(b) In this section:

(1) "Child" has the meaning assigned by Section 253.158.
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later than the regular deadline for the report covering the period during which the person becomes an
opposed candidate. The period covered by the first report begins the day the candidate’s campaign treasurer

appointment is filed.

(e) In addition to other required reports, an opposed candidate in a runoff election shall file one report for
that election. The runoff election report must be received by the authority with whom the report is required
to be filed not later than the eighth day before runoff election day. The report covers the period beginning
the ninth day before the date of the main election and continuing through the 10th day before runoff election

day.
§ 254.065. Final Report

(a) If a candidate expects no reportable activity in connection with the candidacy to occur after the period
covered by a report filed under this subchapter, the candidate may designate the report as a "final" report.

(b) The designation of a report as a final report:

(1) relieves the candidate of the duty to file additional reports under this subchapter, except as
provided by Subsection (c); and ' _ ,

(2) terminates the candidate’s campaign treasurer appointment.
(c) If, after a candidate’s final report is filed, reportable activity with respect to the candidacy occufs, the
candidate shall file the appropriate reports under this subchapter and is otherwise subject to the provisions of
this title applicable to candidates. A report filed under this subsection may be designated as a final report.
§ 254.066. Authority With Whom Reports Filed | |

Reports under this subchapter shall be filed with the authdrity With whom thé candidate’s campaign
treasurer appointment is required to be filed.. - - - o -

| | SUBCHAPTER D. REPORTIN G BY OFFICEHOLDER
§ 254.091. Additional Contents of Reports |
In addition to the contents required by Section 254.031 ,. each réport by an ofﬁcéholder must include:
(1) the officeholder’s full name and address and the office heid;

(2) for each political committee from which the officeholder received notice under Section
254.128 or 254.161: '

(A) the committee’s full name and address;

(B) an indication of whether the committee is a general-purpose committe¢ or a
specific-purpose committee; and. ‘

(C) the full name and address of the committee’s campaign treasurer; and -
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not required to file a report covering that period.
§ 254.096. Officeholder Who Becomes Candida‘te

‘An officeholder who becomes a candidate is subject to Subchapter C during each period covered by a report
required to be filed under Subchapter C.

§ 254.097. Authority With Whom Reports Filed

- Reports under this subchapter shall be filed with the authority with whom a campaign treasurer appointment
by a candidate for the office held by the officeholder is required to be filed.

SUBCHAPTERE. REPORTIN G BY SPECIFIC-PURPOSE COMMITTEE
§ 254. 121 Additional Contents of Reports

In addition to the contents required by Section 254. 031 each report by a campalgn treasurer ofa spemﬁc-
purpose committee must include: ,

- (1) the committee’s full name and address;

(2) the full name, residence or busmess street address and telephone number of the comm1ttee s
campalgn treasurer; »

3 the 1dent1ty and date of the electlon for Wh1ch the report is ﬁled if apphcable

(4) the name of each candidate and each measure supported or opposed by the committee,
indicating for each whether the committee supports or opposes; . '

(5) the name of each officeholder assisted by the committee;

(6) the amount of each political expenditure in the form of a pohtlcal contribution that is made
to a candidate, officeholder, or another political committee and that is returned to the committee
during the reporting period, the name of the person to whom the expenditure was originally
made, and the date it is returned; -

(7) on a separate page or pages of the report, the identification of any payment from political
contributions made to a business in which the candidate or officeholder has a participating
interest of more than 10 percent, holds a position on the governing body of the business, or
serves as an officer of the business; and :

(8) on a separate page or pages of the report, the identification of any contribution from a
: corporatlon or labor organization made and accepted under Subchapter D, Chapter 253.

§ 254.1211. Addltlonal Contents of Reports of Certain Committees

In addition to the contents requlred by Sections 254.031 and 254.121, each report by a specific-purpose
committee for supporting or opposing a candidate for or assisting a holder of a judicial office covered by
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(e) In addition to other required reports, the campaign treasurer of a specific-purpose committee that
supports or opposes a candidate in a runoff election shall file one report for the runoff election. The runoff
election report must be received by the authority with whom the report is required to be filed not later than
the eighth day before runoff election day. The report covers the period beginning the ninth day before the
date of the main election and continuing through the 10th day before runoff election day.

(f) This section does not apply to a specific-purpose committee supporting only candidates who do not have
opponents whose names are to appear on the ballot.

§ 254.125. Final Report of Committee for Supporting or Opposing Candidate or Measure
(a) If a specific-purpose committee for supporting or opposing a candidate or measure expects no reportable

activity in connection with the election to occur after the period covered by a report filed under this
subchapter, the committee’s campaign treasurer may designate the report as a "final" report.

- (b) The designation of a'report as a final report:

(1) relieves the campaign treasurer of the duty to file additional reports under this subchapter,
except as provided by Subsectlon (c); and -

2) terminates the committee’s campaign treasurer appointment. )
(c) If, after a committee’s final report is filed, reportable activity with respect to the election occurs, the
committee must file the appropriate reports under this subchapter and is otherwise subject to the provisions

of this title applicable to pol1t1ca1 committees. A report filed under this subsection may be designated as a
final report. S ’

§ 254.126. Dissolution Report of Coinmittee for Assisting Ofﬁceholder

(a)Ifa spe01ﬁc-purpose committee for assisting an officeholder expects no reportable act1v1ty to occur after
the period covered by a report filed under this subchapter, the commlttee s campalgn treasurer may
de51gnate the report as a "dissolution" report.

(b) The ﬁhng ofa report demg’nated asa dlssolution report:

(1) relieves the campaign treasurer of the duty to file add1t10nal reports under this subchapter;
and

(2) terminates the committee’s campaigri treasurer appointrnent. ‘

(c) A dissolution report must contain an affidavit, executed by the committee’s campaign treasurer, that
states that all the committee’s reportable activity has been reported. :

§ 254.127. Termination Report

(a) If the campaign treasurer appointment of a spe01ﬁc-purpose comm1ttee is terminated, the termmated '
campaign treasurer shall file a termination report.

(b) A termination report is not required if the termination occurs on the last day of a reporting period under
this subchapter and a report for that period is filed as provided by this subchapter.
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SUBCHAPTER F. REPORTING BY GENERAL-PURPOSE COMMITTEE

§ 254.151. Additional Contents of Reports

_ In addition to the contents required by Section 254.031, each report by a campaign treasurer of a general- -

purpose committee must include:
(1) the committee’s full name and address;

(2) the full name, residence or business street address, and telephone number of the committee’s
campaign treasurer;

(3) the identity and date of the election for which the report is filed, if applicable;

(4) the name of each identified candidate or measure or classification by party of candidates
supported or opposed by the committee, indicating whether the committee supports or opposes
each listed candidate, measure, or classification by party of candidates;

(5) the name of each identified officeholder or classification by pérfy of officeholders assisted
by the committee; ' : v S

(6) the prinéipal occupation of each person from whom political contributions that in the
aggregate exceed $50 are accepted during the reporting period; ‘ ‘ ‘

(7) the amount of each political expenditure in the form of a political contribution made to a

candidate, officeholder, or another political committee that is returned to the committee during

the reporting period, the name of the person to whom the expenditure was originally made, and
_ the date it is returned; ‘ ' : C . '

: (8) on a separate page or péges of the repoft, the identification of any contribution from a
- corporation or labor organization made and accepted under Subchapter D, Chapter 253; and

(9) on a separate page or pages of the repoi't, the identification of the name of the donor, the
amount, and the date of any expenditure made by a corporation or labor organization to: -

(A) establish or administer the political committee; or

(B) finance the solicitation of political contributions to the committee’ under
Section 253.100.

§ 254.152. Time for Reporting Certain Expenditures

If a general-purpose committee makes a political expenditure in the form of a political contribution to
another general-purpose committee or to an out-of-state political committee and the contributing committee
does not intend that the contribution be used in connection with a particular election, the contributing
committee shall include the expenditure in the first report required to be filed under this subchapter after the
expenditure is made. : :

§ 254.153. Semiannual Reporting Schedule for Corﬂmittee
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the person making the contributions, the person's principal occupation, and the dates of the
contributions; and ‘

(2) the total amount or a specific listing of ihe political contributions of $100 or less accepted
and the total amount or a specific listing of the political expenditures of $100 or less made
during the reporting period.

§ 254.155. Option to File Monthly; Notice

(a) As an alternative to filing reports under Sections 254.153 and 254.154, a general-purpose committee may
file monthly reports.

(b) To be entitled to file monthly reports, the committee must deliver written notice of the committee’s

intent to file monthly to the commission not earlier than January 1 or later than J anuary 15 of the year in

which the committee intends to file monthly. The notice for a committee formed after J anuary 15 must be
- delivered at the time the committee’s campaign treasurer appointment is filed. ' ’

(¢) A committee that files monthly reports may revert to the regular filing schedule prescribed by Sections
254.153 and 254.154 by delivering written notice of the committee’s intent not earlier than January 1 or
later than January 15 of the year in which the committee intends to revert to the regular reporting schedule.
The notice must include a report of all political contributions accepted and all political expenditures made
that were not previously reported. » o ‘ '

§ 254.156. Contents of Monthly Repofts

Each monthly report filed under this subchapter must comply'with Seqtici)nsj254.03'1 and 254.151 except that
the maximum amount of a political contribution, expenditure, or loan that is not required to be individually
reported is: - L S ‘ ' ‘

- (1) $10 in the aggregate; or

(2) $20in the aggregate for a contribution accepted by a general-purpose committee to which
Section 254.1541 applies. ' , .

§ 254.157. Monthly Reporting Schedule

(a) The campaign treasurer of a general-purpose committee filing monthly reports shall file a report not

later than the fifth day of the month following. the period covered by the report. A report covering the
month preceding an election in which the committee is involved must be received by the authority with
whom the report is required to be filed not later than the fifth day of the month following the period covered
by the report. .

(b) A monthly report covers the period beginning the 26th day of each month and continuing through the
25th day of the following month, except that the period covered by the first report begins January 1 and
continues through January 25.

§ 254.158. Exception to Monthly Reporting Schedule

If the campaign treasurer appointment of a general-purpose committee filing monthly reports is filed after
January 1 of the year in which monthly reports are filed, the period covered by the first monthly report
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(2) either of the two reporting periods precedlng the reporting period described by Subdivision
(.

SUBCHAPTER G. MODIFIED REPORTING PROCEDURES;
$500 MAXIMUM IN CONTRIBUTIONS OR EXPENDITURES

§ 254.181. Modified Reporting Authorized

(a) An opposed candidate or specific-purpose committee required to file reports under Subchapter C or E
may file a report under this subchapter instead if the candidate or committee does not intend to accept
political contributions that in the aggregate exceed $500 or to make political expenditures that in the
aggregate exceed $500 in connection with the election

(b) The amount of a filing fee paid by a candidate is excluded from the $500 maximum expendlture
permitted under this section.

§ 254.182. Declaration of Intent Requlred

(a) To be ent1tled to file reports under this subchapter an opposed candidate or specific-purpose committee
must file with the campaign treasurer appointment a written declaration of intent not to exceed $500 in
political contributions or political expenditures in the election.

(b) The declaration of intent must contain a statement that the candidate or committee understands that if the

$500 maximum for contributions and expenditures is exceeded the candidate or committee is requlred to
file reports under Subchapter CorE, as apphcable : : » :

§ 254.183. Max1mum Exceeded

(a) An opposed candidate or specific-purpose committee that exceeds $500 in political contributions or
“political expenditures in the election shall file reports as required by Subchapter C or E, as applicable.

() If a candidate or committee exeeeds the $500 maximum after the 'ﬁling deadline prescribed by
Subchapter C or E for the first report required to be filed under the appropriate subchapter, the candidate or

. committee shall file a report not later than 48 hours after the maximum is exceeded.

(c) A report filed under Subsection (b) covers the period beginning the day the campaign ‘treasurer -
appointment is filed and continuing through the day the maximum is exceeded.

(d) The reporting period for the next report filed by the candidate or comm1ttee begms on the day after the
last day of the period covered by the report filed under Subsection (b).

§ 254.184. Applicability of Regular Reporting Requirements

(e) Subchapter C or E, as applicable, applies to an opposed candidate or specific-purpose committee filing
under this subchapter to the extent that the appropriate subchapter does not conflict with this subchapter.

(b) A candidate or committee filing under this subchapter is not required to file any reports of political
contributions and political expenditures other than the semiannual reports required to be filed not later than
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Subsection (a) does not apply until the person agailz:}_ ceases to be an officeholder or candidate.

(c) A person who violates Subsection (a) commits an offense. An offense under this section is a Class A
misdemeanor. :

§ 254.204. Disposition of Unexpended Contributions

(a) At the end of the six-year period prescribed by Section 254.203, the former officeholder or candidate
shall remit any unexpended political contributions to one or more of the following:

(1) the political party with which the person was affiliated when the person’s name last
appeared on a ballot; ' :

(2) a candidate or political committee;
(3) the comptroller for deposit in the state treasury;

(4) one or more persons from whom political contributions were received, in accordance with
Subsection (d); ' : ' '

6)a recognizéd charitable organization formed for educational, religious, or scientific purposes
that is exempt from taxation under Section 501(c)(3), Internal Revenue Code of 1986, and its
subsequent amendments; or - - ‘ . o

(6) a public or pn'vaté postsecondary educational institution or an institution of higher education
as defined by Section 61.003(8), Education Code, solely for the purpose of assisting or creating
a scholarship program. v . _ > o ‘ -

(b) A person who disposes of 'unexpended politidal contributions under Subsection (a)(2) shall report eaéh '
contribution as if the person were a campaign treasurer of a specific-purpose committee.

(c) Political contributions disposed of under Subsection (a)(3)_. may ‘be appropriated only for financing -
primary elections. h ' : - . ‘ A : .

(d) The émount of political contributions disposed of uﬁder Subsection (a)(4) to one pérson may not exceed
the aggregate amount accepted from that person during the last two years that the candidate or officeholder
accepted contributions under this title. : :

§ 254.205. Report of Disposition of Unexpended Contributions

(a) Not later than the 30th day after the date the six-year period prescﬁbed by Section 254.203 ends, the
person required to dispose of unexpended political contributions shall file a report of the disposition.

(b) The report shall be filed with the authority with whom the persdn’s campaign treasurer appointment was
required to be filed. :

(c) The report must include:

(1) the person’s full name and address;
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§ 255.008. Disclosure on Political Advertising for Judicial Office

§ 255.001. Required Disclosure on Political Advertising

(a) A person may not knowmgly cause to be published, distributed, or broadcast pohtlcal advertising
containing express advocacy that does not indicate i in the advertising:

(1) that it is political advertising; and
- (2) the full name of:
(A) the person who paid fdr the political advértising‘;
(B) the political committee éuthoriziﬁg the political advertiéing; or

(C) the candldate or specific-purpose committee supporting the candldate 1f the
political advert1s1ng is authorized by the candldate :

~ (b) Political advertising that is authonzed by a candidate, an agent of a candldate ora pohtlcal commlttee
ﬁhng reports under this title shall be deemed to contain express advocacy -

(c) A person may. not knowmgly use cause or permit to be used, or continue to use any pubhshed

' distributed, or broadcast political advertising containing express advocacy that the person knows does not
include the disclosure required by Subsection (a). A person is presumed to know that the use of pohtlcal_
advertising is prohibited by this subsection if the commission notifies the person in writing that the use is
prohibited. A person who learns that political advertising signs, as defined by Section 255.007, that have
been distributed do not include the disclosure required by Subsection (a) or include a disclosure that does
not comply with Subsection (a) does not commit a contmumg violation of this subsection if the pefson
makes a good faith attempt to remove or correct those signs. A person who learns that printed political
advertising other than a political advertising sign that has been distributed does not include the disclosure
required by Subsection (a) or includes a disclosure that does not comply with Subsection (a) is not required
to attempt to recover the political advertising and does not commit a continuing v101at10n of this subsection
as to any previously distributed political advertising.

(d) This section does not apply to:
| (1) tickets or invitations to poliﬁcal fund-raising events;
(2) campaign buttons, pins, hats, or similar campaign materials; or
(3)> circulars or flyers that cost in the aggregate less than $500 to publish and distribute.

(e)A person who violates this section is hable to the state for a civil penalty in an amount determined by the
commission not to exceed $4,000.

§ 255.002. Rates for Political Advertising

(a) The rate charged for political advertising by a radio or television station may not exceed:
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(e) On written request of the governing body of a political subdivision that has ordered an election on a
measure, the commission shall prepare an advance written advisory opinion as to whether a particular
communication relating to the measure does or does not comply with this section.

() Subsections (d) and (e) do not apply to a port authority or navigation district.
§ 255.0031. Unlawful Use of Internal Mail System for Political Advertising

() An officer or employee of a state agency or political subdivision may not knowingly use or authorize the
use of an internal mail system for the distribution of political advertising.

(b) Subsection (a) does not apply to:

(1) the use of an internal mail system to distribute political advertising that is delivered to the
premises of a state agency or political subdivision through the United States Postal Service; or

(2) the use of an internal mail system by a state agency or municipality to distribute pohtlcal
advertising that is the subject of or related to an investigation, hearing, or other ofﬁ01a1

proceeding of the agency or mumc1pahty

(c) A person who violates th1s section commits an offense An offense under this section is a Class A
misdemeanor.

* (d) In this section:

(1) "Internal ma.11 system" means a system operated by a state agency or political subd1v1s1on to
deliver written documents to officers or employees of the agency or subd1v181on

(2) "State agency" means:

(A) a department commission, board, office, or other agency that is in the
leglslatlve executlve or judicial branch of state government

| B)a umver51ty system or an institution of hlgher educatlon as deﬁned by Section
61.003, Education Code; or

(C) ariver authorlty created under the constitution or a statute of this state.

§ 255.004. True Source of Communication

(a) A person commits an offense if, with intent to injure a candidate or influence the result of an election, the
person enters into a contract or other agreement to print, publish, or broadcast political advertlsmg that
purports to emanate from a source other than its true source.

~ (b) A person commits an offense if, with intent to injure a candidate or influence the result of an election,
the person knowingly represents in a campaign communication that the communication emanates from a

source other than its true source.

(c) An offense under this section is a Class A misdemeanor.
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made before September 1, 1997, and complied with Subsection (a) as it existed immediately before that
date.

(e) In this section, "political advertising sign" means a written form of political advertising designed to be
seen from a road but does not include a bumper sticker.

§ 255.008. Disclosure on Political Advertising for Judicial Office
(a) This section applies only to a candidate or political committee covered by Subchapter F, Chapter 253.

(b) Political advertising by a candidate who files a declaration of intent to comply with the limifs on
expenditures under Subchapter F, Chapter 253, or a specific-purpose committee for supporting such a
candidate may include the following statement: :

"Political advertising paid for by (name of candidate or committee) in compliance with the
voluntary limits of the Judicial Campaign Fairness Act."

(c) Political advertising by a candidate who files a declaration of intent to comply with the limits on
. expenditures under Subchapter F, Chapter 253, or a specific-purpose committee for supporting such a
candidate that does not contain the statement prescribed by Subsection (b) must comply with Section

255.001.

(d) Political advertising by a candidate who files a declaration of intent to exceed the limits on expenditures
under Subchapter F, Chapter 253, or a specific-purpose committee for supporting such a candidate must
- include the following statement: - ' o :

"Political advertiéing paid for by (narhe of candidate of committee), (who or which) has rejected
the voluntary limits of the Judicial Campaign Fairness Act." ’ '

(€) The commission shall adopt rules providing for: a

(1) the minimum size of the disclosure required by this section in political advertising that -
appears on television or in writing; and - : ‘ ' -

(2) the minimum duration of the disclosure required by this section in political advertising that
appears on television or radio. o ‘

(f) A person who violates this section or a rule adopted under this section is liable for a civil penalty not to
exceed: ‘ : - : ‘

(1) $15,000, for a candidate for a statewide judicial office or a specific-purpose committee for
supporting such a candidate; A

(2) $10,000, for a candidate for chief justice or justice, court of appeals, or a specific-purpose
committee for supporting such a candidate; or '

| 3 $5,000, for a candidate for any other judicial office covered by Subchapter F, Chapter 253,
or a specific-purpose committee for supporting such a candidate. - ‘

| (g) Section 253.176 applies to the imposition and disposition of a civil penalty under this section.
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(a) Beginning on the 60th day before the date of the general election for state and county officers and
continuing through the day of the election, a political party may not knowingly accept a contribution
authorized by Section 253.104 or make an expenditure from the account required by Section 257.002.

(b) A person who violates this section commits an offense. An offense under this section is a felony of the
third degree.

§ 257.005. Candidate for State or County Chair of Political Party

(a) Except as provided by this section, the following are subject to the requirements of this title that apply to
a candidate for public office:

(1) a candidate for state chair of a political party with a nominee on the ballot in the most recent -
gubernatorial general election; and

(2) a candidate for election to the office of county chair of a political party with a nominee on
the ballot in the most recent gubernatonal general election if the county has a population of
350,000 or more .

(®b) A political committee that suppor’ts or opposes a candidate covered by Subsection (a) is subject to the
provisions of this title that apply to any other committee that supports or opposes candidates for public
office, except as provided by this section.

() The reportmg schedules for a candidate covered by Subsection (a) or a polmcal committee supportmg or
opposing the candldate shall be prescnbed by commission rule. :

d) Except as prov1ded by this section, eao_h contribution to and expenditure by a candidate covered by
Subsection (a) is subject to the same requirements of this title as a political contribution to or a political
expenditure by a candidate for public office. Each contribution to and expenditure by a political committee
supporting or opposing a candidate covered by Subsection (a) is subject to the same requirements of this
title as a political contribution to or pohtlcal expend1ture by any other specific-purpose committee.

(€) Section 251.001(1) does not apply to this sect1on.

- § 257.006. Criminal Penalty for Failure to Comply

(a) Except as provided by Section 257 .004, a person who knowingly uses a contribution in violation of
Section 257.002 or who knowingly fails to otherwise comply with this chapter commits an offense.

(b) An offense under this section is a Class A misdemeanor.
§ 257.007. Rules

The commission shall adopt rules to implement this chapter.

CHAPTER 258. FAIR CAMPAIGN PRACTICES |

§ 258.001. Short Title
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(1) T will conduct the campaign openly and publicly and limit attacks on my

opponent to legitimate challenges to my opponent’s record and stated positions on
issues. '

(2) I will not use or permit the use of character defamation, whispering campaigns,
libel, slander, or scurrilous attacks on any candidate or the candidate’s personal or

family life.

(3) I will not use or permit any appeal to negative prejudice based on race, sex,
religion, or national origin.

(4) T will not use campaign material of any sort that misrepresents, distorts, or
otherwise falsifies the facts, nor will I use malicious or unfounded accusations that
aim at creating or exploiting doubts, without justification, as to the personal
integrity or patriotism of my opponent. - '

(5) I will not undertake or condone any dishonest or unethical practice that tends to
corrupt or undermine our system of free elections or that hampers or prevents the
full and free expression of the will of the voters, including any activity aimed at
intimidating voters or discouraging them from voting. '

(6) I will defend and uphold the right of every qualified voter to full 'and equal
participation in the electoral process, and will not engage in any activity aimed at
intimidating voters or discouraging them from voting. -

(7) I will immediately and publicly repudiate methods and tactics that may come
from others that I have pledged not to use or condone. I shall take firm action .
against any subordinate who violates any provision of this code or the laws
governing elections. - ' o '

I, the undersigned, candidate for election to public office in the State of Texas or carhpaign
treasurer of a political committee, hereby voluntarily endorse, subscribe to, and solemnly
- pledge myself to conduct the campaign in accordance with the above principles and practices.

Date Signature

§ 258.005. Forms

The commission shall print copies of the Code of Fair Campaign Practices and shall supply the forms to the
‘authorities with whom copies of the code may be filed in quantities and at times requested by the authorities.

§ 258.006. Acceptance and Preservation of Copies

(a) An authority with whom a campaign treasurer appointment is filed shall accept each corripleted copy of
the code submitted to the authority that is properly subscribed to by a candidate or the campaign treasurer of
a political committee.

(b) Each copy of the code accepted under this section shall be preserved by the authority with whom it is
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