CITY OF EL PASO, TEXAS
AGENDA ITEM DEPARTMENT HEAD’S SUMMARY FORM

DEPARTMENT: Parks and Recreation

AGENDA DATE: January 2, 2008

CONTACT PERSON/PHONE: Nanette Smejkal, Director (541-4283)

DISTRICT(S) AFFECTED: District 6

SUBJECT:

APPROVE a resolution / ordinance / lease to do what? OR AUTHORIZE the City
Manager to do what? Be descriptive of what we want Council to approve. Include $
amount if applicable.

Authorize the City Manager or designee to negotiate and develop lease agreements between the
City and the Ysleta Independent School District for the use of City of El Paso park property to
construct an elementary school on the eastern portion of Blackie Chesher Park and for the use of
school property to construct soccer fields on property across from the Blackie Chesher Park on
Escobar Drive.

BACKGROUND / DISCUSSION:

Discussion of the what, why, where, when, and how to enable Council to have reasonably
complete description of the contemplated action. This should include attachment of bid
tabulation, or ordinance or resolution if appropriate. What are the benefits to the City of
this action? What are the citizen concerns?

The Yselta Independent School District (YISD) purchased land on Escobar Drive east of
Zaragoza Drive. The 15 acre site which is located across the street from Blackie Chesher Park
and identified as Block 55, Tracts 14A, 15A and 16 of the Ysleta Grant, was surveyed under
Permit # 2347, issued by the Texas Antiquities Committee on April 20, 2000 to Dr. R. B. Brown
as Principal Investigator. The subsequent report recommended that the site be protected and
indicated a school could be built only if designed and constructed so as to exclude any impact.
YISD decided the site would not lend itself for an elementary school given the construction
constraints.

In 2005, YISD and the El Paso Parks and Recreation Department began informal discussions
regarding building the needed elementary school on a portion of park property. A ruling by the
Attorney General, dated July 26, 2007, approved such an undertaking. Attachments (1) and (2)
provide two conceptual site plans for the elementary school. During informal discussions, the
parties provided the following parameters to guide the partnership:

The City of El Paso Parks and Recreation Department would agree, in concept, to the following;

L. Enter into a long term lease agreement with YISD for a school on park property. u

2. Permit construction of an elementary school by YISD on the eastern portion of Blackie Ches
Park where there are currently two soccer fields located. :

3. City staff would recommend the support of this project to the City Council.

The Ysleta Independent School District would agree, in concept, to the following;

1. Enter into a long term lease agreement with City of El Paso for soccer fields on school
property.

2. Construction of two lit soccer fields and associated parking by YISD on the 15 acre
school site.

3. Construction of a full size gymnasium, office space and equipment storage area by YISD

as part of the elementary school. The Parks and Recreation Department will have use of
the gymnasium during out of school hours and use of the office and storage at all times.
4. YISD staff would recommend the support of this project to the Board of Trustees.




City staff has been in contact with the Texas Historical Commission regarding construction of
soccer fields on the school property to determine if soccer fields would be feasible on the site.
On Tuesday, December 18, 2007, staff met with Mark Willis, a representative of the Historical
Commission, for a site visit. The meeting was favorable and staff is preparing a joint letter with
Mr. Willis to be forwarded to the Texas Historical Commission in Austin.

PRIOR COUNCIL ACTION:
Has the Council previously considered this item or a closely related one?
No.

AMOUNT AND SOURCE OF FUNDING:

How will this item be funded? Has the item been budgeted? If so, identify funding source
by account numbers and description of account. Does it require a budget transfer?

The Ysleta Independent School District has agreed to fund and construct the elementary school
facilities, gymnasium, office and storage space on the city property and the two lighted soccer
fields and associated parking on the school district property. Funding consideration for the
respective leases will be identified during the lease development.

BOARD / COMMISSION ACTION:
Enter appropriate comments or N/A

N/A
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