
CITY OF EL PASO, TEXAS 
AGENDA ITEM DEPARTMENT HEAD’S SUMMARY FORM 

 
DEPARTMENT: Municipal Clerk 
 
AGENDA DATE: Tuesday, January 13, 2009 
 
CONTACT PERSON/PHONE: Richarda Duffy Momsen, (915) 541-4127 
 
DISTRICT(S) AFFECTED:   All 
 

SUBJECT:
APPROVE a resolution / ordinance / lease to do what?  OR AUTHORIZE the City 
Manager to do what?  Be descriptive of what we want Council to approve.  Include $ 
amount if applicable. 

 
The City Council will consider the appointment of two on-call, part-time Associate Municipal Court Judges from 
among the resumes received. These positions serve as substitutes for the elected municipal court trial judges at trial 
and court hearings; they preside over arraignments; they serve as magistrates on weekends and graveyard shifts.  
 
BACKGROUND / DISCUSSION:
Discussion of the what, why, where, when, and how to enable Council to have reasonably 
complete description of the contemplated action.  This should include attachment of bid 
tabulation, or ordinance or resolution if appropriate.  What are the benefits to the City of 
this action?  What are the citizen concerns? 

 
Council will appoint two candidates from the résumés received to serve as Associate Municipal Court Judges.  
Ordinance 016274 provides for the selection process. All resumes were forwarded to the City Council for 
consideration. In addition, the City Manager solicited the recommendation of Presiding Municipal Court Judge 
Robledo, forwarding the resumes to him for review. The ordinance does not require this inclusion of the Presiding 
Judge, but the City Manager reasons that since Presiding Judge is more familiar with the legal community and since 
he will supervise the associates selected, his input is valuable.  Council is not bound by the Presiding Judge’s 
recommendation. The recommendation of the Presiding Judge is to appoint applicants Michelle Locke and Sergio 
Chavez.  

 
PRIOR COUNCIL ACTION:
Has the Council previously considered this item or a closely related one? 

 
Yes, it is City Council who appoints part-time Associate Municipal Court Judges when a vacancy occurs, in 
accordance with Ordinance 016274 and the City Charter.  

 
AMOUNT AND SOURCE OF FUNDING:
How will this item be funded?  Has the item been budgeted?  If so, identify funding source 
by account numbers and description of account.  Does it require a budget transfer? 
 
On-call, part-time associate judges are paid only for the court or magistrate sessions they work.  The City also pays 
for travel to and from the statutorily required 12 hour Texas Municipal Court Education Center training.  
 
Fund:  01101 (General Fund) 
Department:  11010332 (Municipal Clerk) 
Account:  501000 (Salaries – Judiciary) 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
BOARD / COMMISSION ACTION:
 
Enter appropriate comments or N/A 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

*******************REQUIRED AUTHORIZATION******************** 
 
LEGAL:  (if required) _____________________________ FINANCE:  (if required) __________________________ 
 



DEPARTMENT HEAD: ________________________________________________________________________ 
  (Example: if RCA is initiated by Purchasing, client department should sign also) 

Information copy to appropriate Deputy City Manager 
APPROVED FOR AGENDA: 
 
CITY MANAGER: ______________________________________________ DATE: _______________ 
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