


Doc #44414/Planning/ZON08-00086 Special Permit & Detailed Site Dev Plan 

ORDINANCE NO.___________________  Special Permit No. ZON08-00086  
1 

ORDINANCE NO. _______________ 

 

AN ORDINANCE GRANTING SPECIAL PERMIT NO. ZON08-00086, TO ALLOW  A 

SOCIAL CLUB ON THE PROPERTY DESCRIBED AS TRACTS 3-B AND 3-D-2, 

YSLETA GRANT, CITY OF EL PASO, EL PASO COUNTY, TEXAS, PURSUANT TO 

SECTION 20.08.030 OF THE EL PASO CITY CODE.  THE PENALTY BEING AS 

PROVIDED IN CHAPTER 20.24 OF THE EL PASO CITY CODE. 

 

 WHEREAS, the Rio Grande Obedience Dog Club, has applied for a Special Permit 

under Section 20.08.030of the El Paso City Code to allow for a Social Club; and, 

 WHEREAS, the Section 20.04.260 allows for Social Club Special Permit; and, 

 WHEREAS, a report was made by the City Plan Commission and a public hearing was 

held regarding such application; and,  

 WHEREAS, the City Plan Commission has recommended approval of the subject 

Special Permit; and 

 WHEREAS, the subject Special Permit has been submitted to the City Council of the 

City of El Paso for review and approval; and 

 WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of El Paso finds that the application conforms 

to all requirements of Section 20.04.320 of the El Paso City Code. 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 

CITY OF EL PASO: 

 

 1. That the property described as follows, is in a R-F (Ranch and Farm) District: 

Tracts 3-B and 3-D-2, Ysleta Grant, City of El Paso, El Paso County, Texas; and as 

more particularly described by metes and bounds on the attached Exhibit “A,” incorporated by 

reference; 

 2. That the City Council hereby grants a Special Permit under Section 20.08.030 of 

the El Paso City Code to allow for a Social Club on the property described in Paragraph 1 of this 

Ordinance; and, 











 
DEVELOPMENT SERVICES DEPARTMENT 

PLANNING DIVISION 
M E M O R A N D U M

 
DATE:  December 15, 2008 
 
TO:  The Honorable Mayor and City Council 
  Joyce Wilson, City Manager   
 
FROM: Mirian Spencer, Planner 
 
SUBJECT: ZON08-00086 
 
The City Plan Commission (CPC), on November 20, 2008 voted (7 to 0) to recommend 
APPROVAL of the special permit and detailed site development plan to allow a social club in an 
R-F (Ranch and Farm) zone in agreement with staff.  
 
The Development Coordinating Committee (DCC) recommended APPROVAL of the special 
permit and detailed site development plan for the existing social club in the R-F (Ranch and Farm) 
zoning district. The application is in conformance with the 2025 projected general land use 
designation which designates the property for residential uses. The existing social club is within 
the character of the R-F (Ranch and Farm) zoning district. The use is compatible with the existing 
residential, apartment, and ranch and farm zones and uses in the surrounding areas.  
 
The applicants are requesting a special permit to allow a social club in an R-F (Ranch and Farm) 
zoning district. The detailed site development plan shows the existing 1,205 square foot social 
clubhouse with eight parking spaces being provided with access proposed via Barker Road.  
 
The social club has been in existence since 1962 and the club is requesting to legalize and bring 
the existing use into conformance. Under the zoning code at the time of construction, the Zoning 
Board of Adjustment granted approvals for the use as a social club; however, staff could not locate 
any evidence that the property has been presented to the Zoning Board of Adjustment for the use 
as a social club. Under the present zoning code, a special permit is required for a social club in an 
R-F (Ranch and Farm) zoning district.  
 
The CPC found that the special permit and detailed site plan are in conformance with The Plan for 
El Paso; and the proposed use is in conformance with the Year 2025 Projected General Land Use 
Map.  The CPC also determined that this special permit and detailed site plan protect the best 
interest, health, safety, and welfare of the public in general; and that the proposed use is 
compatible with adjacent land uses.   
 
There was one call, two letters and a petition in support of this request.  
 
Attachment:  Staff Report, Location Map, Aerial Map, Detailed Site Plan, Support petition
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City of El Paso – City Plan Commission Staff Report 
 

Case No: ZON08-00086 
Application Type Special Permit and Detailed Site Development Plan Review 
CPC Hearing Date November 20, 2008 
Staff Planner Mirian Spencer, (915) 541-4192, spencermd2@elpasotexas.gov 
Location  175 Barker Road 
Legal Description Tracts 3-B and 3-D-2, Ysleta Grant, City of El Paso, El Paso County, Texas 
Acreage  0.5580 acre   
Rep District  3 
Zoning   R-F (Ranch and Farm) 
Existing Use  Social Club 
Request  A Special Use Permit to permit the existence of a Social Club 
Proposed Use  Social Club  
Property Owners Rio Grande Obedience Dog Club 
Applicant Rio Grande Obedience Dog Club 
Representative Elizabeth Widmer 
 
SURROUNDING ZONING AND LAND USE 
North:    R-F (Ranch and Farm); Single-family residential 
South:  R-F (Ranch and Farm) and A-2/sc (Apartment/special contract); Single-family and Multi-family residential 
East:    R-4 (Residential); Single-family residential 
West:   A-2/sc (Apartment/special contract); Multi-family Residential 
 
THE PLAN FOR EL PASO DESIGNATION: Residential (Mission Valley Planning Area) 
NEAREST PARK: Hidden Valley Park (1,060 Feet) 
NEAREST SCHOOL: Cedar Grove Elementary (945 Feet) 

 
NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION 
Cedar Grove Neighborhood Improvement Association 
 
NEIGHBORHOOD INPUT 
Notice of the public meeting were mailed out to all property owners within 300 feet of the subject property 
on October 9, 2008. The Planning Division has received three calls and one letter in support of the special 
permit request from the Cedar Grove Neighborhood Association, one call in support from an adjacent 
property owner, and a letter and petition of support from the El Paso Lower Valley Neighborhood 
Association.  
 
APPLICATION DESCRIPTION 
The applicants are requesting a special permit to allow a social club in an R-F (Ranch and Farm) zoning 
district. The detailed site development plan shows the existing 1,205 square foot social clubhouse with eight 
parking spaces being provided with access proposed via Barker Road.  
 
CASE HISTORY 
The social club has been in existence since 1962 and the club is requesting to legalize and bring the existing 
use into conformance. Under the zoning code at the time of construction, the Zoning Board of Adjustment 
granted approvals for the use as a social club; however, staff could not locate any evidence that the property 
has been presented to the Zoning Board of Adjustment for the use as a social club. Under the present zoning 
code, a special permit is required for a social club in an R-F (Ranch and Farm) zoning district.  
 
DEVELOPMENT COORDINATING COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION 
The Development Coordinating Committee provides the following comments: 

ZON08-00086 3 November 20, 2008 



ZON08-00086 4 November 20, 2008 

DCC recommends APPROVAL of the special permit and detailed site development plan request for a social 
club in an R-F (Ranch and Farm) zoning district.  
 
PLANNING DIVISON RECOMMENDATION 
The Planning Division recommends APPROVAL of the special permit and detailed site development plan 
request for a social club in an R-F (Ranch and Farm) zoning district.  
 
The Plan for El Paso –City-wide Land Use Goals: 
All applications for special permit and detailed site development plan shall demonstrate compliance with the 
following criteria: 

 
a. Goal: develop a balanced and complete community which contains a mix of land uses and densities, 

housing types and styles, economic development, job opportunities, educational opportunities, and 
outlets for social and cultural expression. 

 
b. Goal: provide a pattern of commercial and office development which best serves community needs 

and which complements and serves all other land uses 
 
c. Goal: protect residential areas from incompatible land uses and encroachment which may have a 

negative impact on the residential living environment. 
 
d. Goal: preserve, protect, and enhance the integrity, economic vitality and livability of the city’s 

neighborhoods. 
 
e. Goal: encourage the provision of neighborhood commercial services which are compatible with a 

neighborhood’s residential character 
 
The application is in conformance with the 2025 projected general land use designation which designates the 
property for residential uses. The existing social club is within the character of the R-F (Ranch and Farm) 
zoning district. The use is compatible with the existing residential, apartment, and ranch and farm zones and 
uses in the surrounding areas.  
 
Development Services Department - Building Permits and Inspections Division: 
Social club permitted on existing R-F (Ranch and Farm) zoning district with a special permit. Existing 
building and property shall need to be registered non-conforming due to non-compliance with side setback 
(20 feet), and average lot width (125 feet). Meets minimum off-street parking standards, but shall need a 
minimum of three bicycle spaces. Shall need to comply with pertinent building codes and ADA standards 
requirements.  
 
Landscaping: no comments received. 
 
Development Services Department - Planning Division: 
Current Planning: Recommends APPROVAL of the special permit and detailed site development plan 
request for the social club in an R-F (Ranch and Farm) zoning district.  
 
1. The Year 2025 Projected General Land Use Map for the Lower Valley Planning Area designates this 

property for Residential land uses. 
2. R-F (Ranch and Farm) zoning permits social clubs and is compatible with adjacent development. 
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Engineering: Provide conceptual drainage plan, including any proposed drainage structures and handicapped 
ramp locations (if proposed). Site is not located within a Special Flood Hazard Area, Flood Zone X, Panel 
480214 0044C, Effective Date: February 16, 2006. 
 
 The following will be required at the time of development: 

1. ADA accessible sidewalks, wheel-chair ramp(s), and driveway(s).  
2. Grading plan and permit will be required at the time of development.  
3. Storm water pollution prevention plan and/or permit required at the time of development.  
4. Drainage plans must be approved by the Development Services Department, Engineering section at 

the time of development.  
5. No water runoff allowed outside the proposed development boundaries (on-site ponding required). 
 

Engineering Department - Traffic Division: 
No objection to proposed special permit and detailed site development plan. 
 
Fire Department: 
No comment received. 
 
El Paso Water Utilities: 
EPWU does not object to this request. 
 
CITY PLAN COMMISSION OPTIONS 
The City Plan Commission may consider the following options and additional options that it identifies when 
reviewing the special permit and detailed site development plan application: 
 
1.   Recommend approval of the application finding that the special permit and detailed site development 

plan is in conformance with the review criteria of The Plan for El Paso as reflected in CPC report or 
other criteria that the CPC identifies from the Plan 

2.  Recommend approval of the application with modifications to bring the special permit and detailed side 
development plan into conformance with the review criteria in The Plan for El Paso as reflected in CPC 
report or other criteria from the Plan as identified by the CPC. 

3.   Deny the application finding that the special permit and detailed site development plan does not conform 
to the review criteria in The Plan for El Paso as reflected in CPC report or other criteria identified from 
the Plan by the CPC.  

 
Attachments 
1.  Location Map 
2.  Aerial Map 
3.  Detailed Site Plan 
4.  Elevations 
5.  Support Letter 
6.  Support Petition 



ATTACHMENT 1: LOCATION MAP 
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ATTACHMENT 2: AERIAL MAP 
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ATTACHMENT 3: DETAILED SITE DEVELOPMENT PLAN 
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ATTACHMENT 4: ELEVATIONS 
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ATTACHMENT 5: SUPPORT LETTERS 
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