
CITY OF EL PASO, TEXAS 
AGENDA ITEM DEPARTMENT HEAD’S SUMMARY FORM 

 

 
DEPARTMENT: Planning and Economic Development Department, Planning Division 

 

AGENDA DATE: February 15, 2011 

CONTACT PERSON/PHONE: Providencia Velázquez, (915) 541-4027, velazquezpx@elpasotexas.gov 

DISTRICT(S) AFFECTED: 2 

 

SUBJECT: 
Discussion and action on an appeal by property owners of the Manhattan Heights Historic District regarding a decision 

rendered by the Historic Landmark Commission (HCL) in HLC Case: HPC11-00002; 3200 Copper Avenue, El Paso, Texas 

on January 10, 2011, to approve a Certificate of Appropriateness for the referenced property. (District 2) 

 

BACKGROUND / DISCUSSION: 
The Historic Landmark Commission at its regularly scheduled meeting on January 10, 2011, reviewed a Certificate of 

Appropriateness application submitted by the City of El Paso.  The City of El Paso proposes to construct expansions to the 

Memorial Park Library which is located within the Manhattan Heights Historic District.  Staff recommended approval of the 

design with modifications.  By a unanimous vote of 6-0, the Historic Landmark Commission (HLC) approved the Certificate 

of Appropriateness with the following modifications; 1) eliminate the metal mesh attached to the metal pickets on the 

wrought iron; 2) that the new construction shall be differentiated from the old construction by the installation of a reveal 

between the two. 

 

PRIOR COUNCIL ACTION: 

N/A 

 

AMOUNT AND SOURCE OF FUNDING: 

N/A 

 

BOARD / COMMISSION ACTION: 

Historic Landmark Commission (HLC) – Approval (6-0) 

 

*******************REQUIRED AUTHORIZATION******************** 

 

 

LEGAL:  (if required) N/A FINANCE:  (if required) N/A 

 

 

DEPARTMENT HEAD:  Mathew S. McElroy 

     Deputy Director, Planning and Economic Development Department  

 

    _______________________________________________________ 

 

 

APPROVED FOR AGENDA: 

 

CITY MANAGER:  ___________________________________ DATE:  _______________ 
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HPC11-00002 
 
Date: January 10, 2011 
Application Type: Certificate of Appropriateness 
Property Owner(s): City of El Paso 

Representative(s): Sam Rodriguez 

Legal Description: Lots 25 to 27, All of Blocks, Manhattan Heights Addition, City of 
El Paso, El Paso County, Texas. 

Historic District: Manhattan Heights 

Location: 3200 Copper Avenue (approximate) 

Representative District: #2 

Present Zoning: R-3/H (Residential/Historic) 

Present Use: Library 

Year Built: 1995 
Contributing Status: Non-Contributing 
Request: Applicant is requesting a Certificate of Appropriateness for the 

construction of additions to Memorial Park library. 
Planning Area:   Central 
Application Filed:   12/20/2010 
45-Day Expiration:   2/3/2011 

ITEM #2 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



GENERAL INFORMATION: 

The applicant seeks approval for: 
 
The construction of front and rear additions to Memorial Park library. 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 
 

• The Historic Preservation Office recommends APPROVAL WITH MODIFICATIONS of the 
proposed scope of work based on the following recommendations: 

 
• Existing structure is a non-contributing property constructed in 1995 and 

located within the Manhattan Heights Historic District. 
• The building does not possess any historically significant details that will be 

damaged or destroyed by the construction of the new additions. 
• Proposed location of construction requires minimal disturbance of the terrain 

and landscaping. 
 
 

The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation recommends the following: 
 

• Designing and constructing new additions to buildings when required by the use. 
New work should be compatible with the character of the setting in terms of size, 
scale design, material, color, and texture. 

• Designing new exterior additions to buildings or adjacent new construction which is 
compatible with the historic character of the site and which preserves the historic 
relationship between the building or buildings and the landscape. 

• Minimizing disturbance of terrain around buildings or elsewhere on the site, thus 
reducing the possibility of destroying or damaging important landscape features or 
archeological resources. 

• Designing new work to be compatible in materials, size, scale, and texture. 
 
 

               
Proposed Modification: 
 

• The Historic Preservation Office recommends that the proposed wrought iron enclosure at 
the rear of the structure eliminate the metal mesh currently attached to the metal pickets.  
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PROPOSED RENDERING 

 

 

 

 

 



THC Letter of no adverse effect 

 

 

 


