










































































City of El Paso
FY 2010 Priority 

Federal Legislative 
Initiatives



PUBLIC SAFETY AND 
LAW ENFORCEMENT

• Seek $5.815 million to update and expand the first 
responder radio system to a digital platform. $250,000 
included in the FY10 Omnibus Appropriations bill.

• Seek $7.307 million to purchase additional equipment and 
software to allow for full incorporation of e-ticketing 
department wide.



City of El Paso
Issues of Interest and 

Advocacy



HEALTHCARE & PUBLIC HEALTH
• Support legislation and action that increases federal healthcare expenditure and 
resources directed at the U.S. – Mexico border and or highly underserved, low-
income areas like El Paso.

• Support increased funds and resources directed to El Paso in support of the four-
year medical school and the development of medical infrastructure.

• Support legislation that will allow for greater federal resources to reimburse 
hospitals and other providers for care to the uninsured and undocumented.

• Support El Paso Mental Health and Mental Retardation’s (MHMR) request for 
support to establish a PTSD clinic designed to work with mental health providers 
affiliated with the federal government in order to improve access to care and provide 
services to individuals who are not eligible for services through those channels.

• Support efforts to eliminate the discrepancy in Medicare reimbursement rates that 
exists in lower-income areas.



HEALTHCARE REFORM

El Paso City Council passed a resolution 
supporting healthcare reform on 
September 21, 2009.



City of El Paso
State Legislative 

Initiatives



• TEXAS TECH FOUR YEAR MEDICAL 
SCHOOL

• Support Texas Tech University’s 
Legislative Appropriations Request for 
$17,600,000 for operational support of the 
four year medical school campus in El 
Paso.

TEXAS TECH FOUR YEAR 
MEDICAL SCHOOL

Support Texas Tech University’s Legislative Appropriations Request 
for $17,600,000 for operational support of the four year medical school 
campus in El Paso. SB 1 by Senator Ogden included $17.6 million.  
Effective on 9/1/2009.

Support Texas Tech’s request for $65 million in Tuition Revenue Bonds 
for Texas Tech’s third medical building.



HEALTHCARE & PUBLIC HEALTH
• Support increased State funding for Medicaid and CHIP. SB 1 by Senator 
Ogden effective on 9/1/2009.  SB 2080 by Senator Uresti signed by Governor 
Perry on 6/19/2009.

• Support expedited licensure requirements to decrease the shortages of 
healthcare professionals in the State of Texas. SB 202 by Senator Shapleigh and 
HB 3674 by Rep. Thompson effective on 9/1/2009. 

• Support the creation of statewide policies to facilitate coordination between 
health, judicial and law enforcement professionals to develop a program to keep 
mentally ill persons out of the jail system. HB 1286 by Rep. West effective 
9/1/2009.  HB 1629 by Rep. Naishtat effective 5/23/2009. 

• Support El Paso MHMR’s funding request for additional funding in the amount 
of $8,401,560 to meet the needs of the El Paso population, including the growth at 
Ft. Bliss.  SB 1 by Senator Ogden included $8 million increase for the 
maintenance of critical services at local mental health authorities.  SB1 
effective 9/1/2009.



HEALTHCARE & PUBLIC HEALTH
• Support measures identified by the Children’s Mental Health Forum as 
priorities for the 81st Legislative Session.  SB 1646 by Senator Van de 
Putte effective 6/19/2009.  SB 1824 by Senator Lucio and HB 1286 by 
Rep. West effective 9/1/2009.  HB 1629 by Rep. Naishtat effective 
5/23/2009.  HB 1630 by Rep. Naishtat and HB 4451 by Rep. 
McReynolds effective 6/19/2009.

• Seek enactment of legislation to require business with more than 50 
employees that receive state contracts provide health insurance to their 
employees. 

• Seek an amendment to state law to allow a lien to be placed on a 
homestead property with mosquito control chemicals to protect the public 
health and safety. 



City of El Paso
State Legislative 

Initiatives

City of El Paso
State Legislative 
Support Items



HEALTHCARE & PUBLIC HEALTH
• Support funding for housing programs for the mentally ill and the regulation of lodging facilities that 
serve that population. 

• Support TDHCA’s budget request for $40 million additional allocation for the Housing Trust Fund and 
$10.7 million additional allocation for the housing weatherization program. SB 1 by Senator Ogden 
included $10 million increase for Housing Trust Fund and $317 million overall for the 
weatherization program.  SB 1 effective 9/1/2009.

• Support funding for educational institutions to increase the number of admissions of healthcare 
professionals. HB 2154 by Rep. Edwards and SB 1 by Senator Ogden effective on 9/1/2009. HB 4471 
by Rep. Kolkhorst effective on 6/19/2009.

• Support legislation to continue streamlining and simplifying eligibility processes for Medicaid that 
will encourage more eligible but non-covered individuals to take advantage of this program. SB 2080 by 
Senator Uresti signed by Governor Perry on 6/19/2009.

• Support legislation that increases funding to Title 5 services (coverage for children’s dental and 
immunization services; and public education for prevention of diabetes, cardiovascular disease and cancer).  

• Support legislation that eliminates the disparity in border Medicaid capitation rates and per capita 
expenditures.  

• Support continued funding for the Texas Area Information and Referral Networks.  



HEALTHCARE & PUBLIC HEALTH
• Support legislation that reverses the reduction in funding for public health activities to include, but not 
limited to, children’s health, women’s health services, child and adult immunizations, family planning, 
tuberculosis, and services related to sexually transmitted diseases, and vector/mosquito control and general 
environmental enforcement activities. 

• Support legislation that allows for appropriate and responsive mental health and mental retardation 
services in our community as well as provides adequate resources to avert a waiting list.  Instituting a 
waiting list would result in fewer people being treated and more people seeking care in emergency rooms 
and through the jail system. SB 643 by Senator Nelson effective on 6/11/2009.  SB 1 by Senator Ogden 
included $162 million for mental health.  SB 1 effective 9/1/2009.   HB 4451 by Rep. McReynolds and 
SB 1325 by Senator Nelson effective on 6/19/2009.

• Support legislation that ensures accountability and performance from the Adult and Child Protective 
Services Agency. 

• Support efforts to advocate for health care financing that will improve coverage, eliminate disparities in 
rates, and provide incentives for employers to insure employees.

• Support legislation that will aid in licensing physicians and medical personnel in this region to address 
health care professional shortages. SB 202 by Senator Shapleigh effective on 9/1/2009.  HB 4471 by 
Rep. Kolkhorst effective on 6/19/2009.


