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REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 
COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
FEBRUARY 16, 2009 

9:00 A.M. 
 
The City Council met in regular session at the above place and date.  Meeting was called to order at 
9:05 a.m.  Mayor John F. Cook present and presiding and the following Council Members answered roll 
call:  Ann Morgan Lilly, Susannah M. Byrd, Emma Acosta, Melina Castro, Eddie Holguin, Jr., Steve 
Ortega, and Beto O’Rourke.  Absent:  Rachel Quintana requested to be excused.  The invocation was 
given by Police Chaplain Carlos Flores, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United 
States of America. 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

MAYOR’S PROCLAMATIONS 
 

1. NATIONAL GIRLS AND WOMEN IN SPORTS DAY 
2. NATIONAL ENGINEERS WEEK 

 
 

RECOGNITIONS 
 

AMERICAN PLANNING ASSOCIATION, TEXAS CHAPTER 
2008 AWARDS TO THE CITY OF EL PASO: 

 
1. CURRENT PLANNING – SUBDIVISION ORDINANCE 
2. COMMUNITY OF THE YEAR 

 
 

CALL TO THE PUBLIC – PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
This time is reserved for members of the public who would like to address the City Council on items 

that are not on the City Council Agenda. 
 
A sign-up form is available on line at https://www.elpasotexas.gov/muni_clerk/contact_public.asp for those 
who wish to sign up in advance of the meeting date and a sign-up form is available outside the City Council 

Chambers at the City Clerk table for those who wish to sign up on the day of the meeting. 
Requests to speak must be received by 9:00 a.m. on the date of the meeting. 

30 Minutes total is allotted for speakers. 
Three to five minutes may be allowed for each speaker. 

 
The following member of the public commented: 
 
Mr. Steven Strumer 
 
Representative O’Rourke commented. 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

https://www.elpasotexas.gov/muni_clerk/contact_public.asp


CONSENT AGENDA 
Motion made by Mayor Pro Tempore Byrd, seconded by Representative O’Rourke, and unanimously carried 
to APPROVE, AS REVISED, all matters listed under the Consent Agenda unless otherwise noted.  (Items 
approved, postponed, or deleted pursuant to the vote on the Consent Agenda will be shown with an asterisk 
{*}. 
 
AYES: Representatives Lilly, Byrd, Acosta, Castro, Holguin, Ortega, and O’Rourke 
NAYS: None 
ABSENT: Representative Quintana 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
1. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
*Motion made, seconded, and unanimously carried to APPROVE the Minutes for the Regular City Council 
Meeting of February 10, 2009. 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
2. REQUEST TO EXCUSE CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS 
 
*Motion made, seconded, and unanimously carried to EXCUSE Representative Rachel Quintana from the 
Regular Council Meeting of February 16, 2009. 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
3A. 

*R E S O L U T I O N 
 
 THAT the City Manager be authorized to negotiate and execute a contract for the City's participation 
in the 3rd Annual El Paso Marathon, in an amount up to $25,000 for public safety costs for the 3rd Annual 
El Paso Marathon, and  
 

THAT Council finds a public purpose in supporting the 3rd Annual El Paso Marathon in light of the 
event’s economic and health benefits to the City as well as the event serving as a rallying point for 
community spirit and support. 
 
Mayor Cook commented. 
 
Mr. Bill Barry, El Paso Marathon, commented. 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
3B. 

*R E S O L U T I O N 
 

 WHEREAS, Vanilla, Brick & Mortar, 1914, Shadow Lounge, and Republic (hereinafter referred to as 
“Grantees”) are sponsoring an outdoor street festival for a Mardi Gras Block Party (hereinafter referred to as 
“Event”), on Tuesday, February 24, 2009, to Wednesday, February 25, 2009; and  

 WHEREAS, the Grantees have received administrative approval for a Special Privilege License for a 
street closure for less than 24-hours to temporarily close a portion of sidewalk on Durango Street, Western 
Court, and the adjacent alley, between South Durango Street and Anthony Street for the use and closure of 
public rights-of-way from 2:00 p.m., Tuesday, February 24, 2009, to 12:00 p.m., Wednesday, February 25, 
2009, in conjunction with the proposed Event; and 

 WHEREAS, the City is not a sponsor of the Event and the Grantees assume full responsibility for 
the planning, coordination, management and production of the Event; and  
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 WHEREAS, the Grantees desire to provide for the sale and serving of alcoholic beverages on public 
rights-of-way during the Event;   

 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EL PASO: 
 That the Grantees be authorized to provide for the sale and serving of alcoholic beverages at the 
outdoor street festival in the closed portion of sidewalk on Durango Street, Western Court, and the adjacent 
alley between South Durango Street and Anthony Street from 6:00 p.m., Tuesday, February 24, 2009, to 
2:00 a.m., Wednesday, February 25, 2009. 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
3C. 

*R E S O L U T I O N 
 

THAT the City Manager be authorized to sign an Agreement by and between the City of El Paso and 
The United States Department of the Interior, National Park Service, for the terms and conditions of the use of 
the Chamizal National Memorial by the City of El Paso during the Music Under the Stars events.   
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
3D. 

*R E S O L U T I O N 
 
 That the Mayor and City Council review and accept the El Paso Police Department’s Contact Data 
(Racial Profiling) Annual Report covering the period of January 1, 2008 through December 31, 2008. 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
4A. MAYOR AND COUNCIL 

 
 
*Motion made, seconded, and unanimously carried to APPROVE the notation pursuant to Section 2.92.110 
of the City Code; receipt of campaign contribution by Representative Susie Byrd on January 30, 2009 in the 
amount of $500.00 from Harold Hahn.  
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
4B. MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
 
Motion made, seconded, and unanimously carried to APPROVE the request to transfer District 7 
Discretionary Funds (Council Special Projects), Department ID No. 01153010, Account 504420, Fund No. 
16507, Project PD70428, in the amount of $16,000 to the Parks & Recreation Department, Dept ID 
51010366, Fund 01101, Account 503202 ($4,300), 503113 ($5,700), 501000 ($6,000), Class 51000, for 
additional turf and landscaping improvements at Travis White Park. 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
5A. – 5C. INTRODUCTIONS 
 
Motion made by Mayor Pro Tempore Byrd, seconded by Representative Acosta, and unanimously carried that 
the following Ordinance, having been introduced pursuant to Section 3.9 of the El Paso City Charter, be 
ADVERTISED for public hearing: 
 
5A. An Ordinance repealing Title 17 (Housing), Chapter 17.16 (Inspections and Certificates) of the 

El Paso City Code.   
 
5B. An Ordinance amending Ordinance 8064 (Classification and Compensation Plan) to amend the 

Classification and Compensation Plan in its entirety.   
 

PUBLIC HEARING WILL BE HELD ON FEBRUARY 24, 2009, FOR ITEMS 5A – 5B 
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5C. An Ordinance granting Special Permit No. ZON08-00093 to allow government buildings and uses for 
construction of a new transit terminal for Sun Metro on the property described as Parcel 1:  Lots 10 
to 15 and portions of Lots 16 to 17, Block 20, Harris Tract, an addition to the City of El Paso, El Paso 
County, Texas; Parcel 2:  Tracts 20D and 20A, Block 45, Ysleta Grant, City of El Paso, El Paso 
County, Texas; and Parcel 3:  Tracts 20B and 20A1, Block 45, Ysleta Grant, City of El Paso, El Paso 
County, Texas, pursuant to Section 20.04.260 of the El Paso City Code.  The penalty being as 
provided in Chapter 20.24 of the El Paso City Code.   

 
PUBLIC HEARING WILL BE HELD ON MARCH 10, 2009, FOR ITEM 5C 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
6A. FINANCIAL SERVICES 
 
Motion made by Representative O’Rourke, seconded by Representative Lilly, and unanimously carried to 
AUTHORIZE the Purchasing Manager for Financial Services, Purchasing Division, to issue a purchase order 
to Oracle Corporation USA, Inc., a State Department of Information Resources (DIR) contractor under DIR 
State Contract DIR-VPC-03-018, in the amount of $504,358 for the purchase of professional services for the 
creation of a custom data mart utilizing Oracle Data Warehouse Fast Track Development Methodology and 
Project Management Method.  Participation by the City of El Paso in the DIR Program was approved by 
Mayor and Council on February 27, 2007. 

 
Department:   Police 
Account No.:   22150024 – 508010 – 07185 – G220804 
    21150010 – 508010 – 05416 – G210819 
    21150060 – 503105 – 16371 – P500231 
Funding Source:  Urban Areas Security Initiative (USAI) Grant, 
     Justice Assistance Grant (JAG) FY 2007, and 
     Police Department Confiscated Funds FY 2009 
Total Estimated Award: $504,358 
Reference No.:  2009-142 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
6B. FINANCIAL SERVICES 
 
Motion made by Representative O’Rourke, seconded by Representative Lilly, and unanimously carried to 
AUTHORIZE the Purchasing Manager for Financial Services, Purchasing Division, to issue a purchase order 
to Mythics, a State Department of Information Resources (DIR) contractor under DIR State Contract DIR-VPC-
03-018, in the amount of $418,171 for the purchase of Business Intelligence Suite licenses for two processors, 
installation and training needed for the creation of a custom data mart utilizing Oracle Data Warehouse Fast 
Track Development Methodology and Project Management Method.  Participation by the City of El Paso in the 
DIR Program was approved by Mayor and Council on February 27, 2007. 
 
Department:   Police 
Account No.:   22150024 – 508010 – 07185 – G220804 
Funding Source:  Urban Areas Security Initiative (UASI) Grant 
Total Estimated Award: $418,171 
Reference No.:  2009-143 
 
 
Mayor Cook and Representative Holguin commented. 
 
Assistant Police Chief Eric Shelton commented. 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
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ITEMS TAKEN TOGETHER: 
 
7A. & 7B. MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
 
Motion made by Mayor Pro Tempore Byrd, seconded by Representative O’Rourke, and unanimously carried to 
APPROVE an Interlocal Agreement with the County of El Paso for participation in Project: Fresh Start (this 
agreement contains additional provisions requested and approved by the County Commissioners’ Court) 
and to APPROVE an Interlocal Agreement with El Paso Housing Finance Corporation for the HFC to 
manage Project: Fresh Start, an affordable housing program previously approved by the City Council.  
 
Mayor Cook and Representative Byrd commented. 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
8. OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET 
 
*Motion made, seconded, and unanimously carried to  POSTPONE one week the item to establish 
appropriations for Parks and Recreation capital equipment requirements ($265,200) using user fee fund 
balance. 

 
Decrease $265,200 from User Fee Fund Balance 
Increase $265,200 to Parks Admin DP Equipment 
 
Representative Holguin commented. 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
ADDITION TO THE AGENDA 
1. MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
 
Motion made by Representative Acosta, seconded by Representative Ortega, and unanimously carried to ADD 
an item supporting Texas Tech’s third medical building to the State Legislative Agenda Priorities. 
 
Representative Acosta commented. 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Motion made by Mayor Pro Tempore Byrd, seconded by Representative Lilly, and unanimously carried to 
ADJOURN this meeting at 9:34 a.m. 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
 
 
APPROVED AS TO CONTENT: 
 
 
 
 
                                                                   
Richarda Duffy Momsen, City Clerk 
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