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CITY OF EL PASO, TEXAS 

AGENDA ITEM DEPARTMENT HEAD’S SUMMARY FORM 

 

 

DEPARTMENT: Development Services Department 

 

AGENDA DATE: Introduction:  February 26, 2008 

Public Hearing:  March 18, 2008 

CONTACT PERSON/PHONE: Ismael B. Segovia, 541-4027 

DISTRICT(S) AFFECTED: District 8 

 

 

SUBJECT: 

An Ordinance changing the zoning of all of Lot 6, the North 20 Feet of Lot 5 and the South 4 Feet of Lot 7, Block 

56, Alexander Addition, City of El Paso, El Paso County, Texas from A-3 (Apartment) to A-O (Apartment/Office). 

 The penalty is as provided for in Chapter 20.24 of the El Paso City Code. Subject Property: 1611 N. Mesa. 

Applicants: Rahman Properties, LLC., ZON07-00160 (District 8) 

 

BACKGROUND / DISCUSSION: 

See attached report. 

PRIOR COUNCIL ACTION: 

N/A 

 

AMOUNT AND SOURCE OF FUNDING: 

N/A 

 

BOARD / COMMISSION ACTION: 

Development Coordinating Committee (DCC) – Approval Recommendation 

 City Plan Commission (CPC) – Tied Vote (3-3) 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

*******************REQUIRED AUTHORIZATION******************** 

 

LEGAL:  (if required)  N/A FINANCE:  (if required)  N/A 

 

DEPARTMENT HEAD:  Patricia D. Adauto, Deputy City Manager 

 

APPROVED FOR AGENDA:  

 

CITY MANAGER: ___________________________________ DATE:  _______________ 
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M E M O R A N D U M 

 
February 18, 2008 

 
TO:  The Honorable Mayor and City Council 

Joyce Wilson, City Manager   
 
FROM: Ismael B. Segovia, Senior Planner 
 
SUBJECT: ZON07-00160 
 
 
The City Plan Commission (CPC), on January 31, 2008, voted in a TIE of rezoning the subject 
property from A-3 (Apartment) to A-O (Apartment/Office). 
 
The CPC could not determine if this rezoning is in conformance with The Plan for El Paso; and the 
proposed use is in conformance with the Year 2025 Projected General Land Use Map.   
 
The CPC could not determine if this rezoning protects the best interest, health, safety and welfare of 
the public in general; and if the proposed use is compatible with adjacent land uses.   
 
Though the proposed zone is in conformity with the 2025 Projected General Land Use Map, the CPC 
discussion centered on changing conditions along N. Mesa and concerns regarding possible parking 
issues if the subject property fully became an office building instead of remaining as a home-office.  
This led to three CPC Commissioners to vote against the rezoning request. 
 
There was OPPOSITION to this request.  Two petitions, one letter and two emails in opposition were 
received by the Planning Division prior to the rezoning going to CPC. 
 
The property owners of 30% of the area within 200 ft. of the subject property are opposed to the 
rezoning.  By statute 211 of the Texas Local Government Code, a supermajority council vote will be 
required to approve the rezoning. 
 
Attachment:  Staff Report, 211 Map 

  CITY COUNCIL 

                JOHN COOK ANN MORGAN LILLY, DISTRICT 1 

                               MAYOR SUSANNAH M. BYRD, DISTRICT 2 

  VACANT, DISTRICT 3 

                        JOYCE WILSON MELINA CASTRO, DISTRICT 4 

                   CITY MANAGER RACHEL QUINTANA, DISTRICT 5 

  EDDIE HOLGUIN, JR., DISTRICT 6  

                   PATRICIA D. ADAUTO  STEVE ORTEGA, DISTRICT 7 

                  DEPUTY CITY MANAGER  BETO O’ROURKE, DISTRICT 8 

 DEVELOPMENT & INFRASTRUCTURE SERVICES 
 

                      R. ALAN SHUBERT  

       DIRECTOR, DEVELOPMENT SERVICES  

                                        DEVELOPMENT SERVICES 

PLANNING DIVISION 



ZON07-00160   

ZON07-00160 
 
Application Type: Rezoning 

Property Owner(s):  Rahman Properties, LLC. 

Representative(s): David Adams 

Legal Description: All of Lot 6, the North 20 feet of Lot 5 and the South 4 feet of Lot 
7, Block 56, Alexander Addition, City of El Paso, El Paso 
County, Texas. 

Location: 1611 N. Mesa 

Representative District: 8 

Present Zoning: A-3 (Apartment)    Proposed Zoning:  A-O (Apartment/Office) 

Present Use: residential        Proposed Use:     Office/Residential 

Recognized Neighborhood  
Associations Contacted: A Presidential Neighborhood Association 

Public Response: Received one letter, two petitions, and two emails in opposition 

Surrounding Land Uses: North – A-3 / Single Family Residential; South – S-D/c/sp / 
 Medical Office; East – S-D/sc / Medical Offices;  
 West – A-3 / Medical Offices  
Year 2025 Designation:  Mixed Use (Northwest) 
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General Information: 
The applicant is requesting a rezoning from A-3 (Apartment) to A-O (Apartment/Office).  The 
conceptual site plan shows an existing house located on the site.  Access is proposed via Mesa and 
from the alley adjacent to the rear of the property.  The conceptual site plan shows 5 parking spaces 
to be provided. There are no zoning conditions on this property.  
 
The subject property has been registered as legal non-conforming due to the easterly side yard 
setback of the main building being 4 feet 6 inches.  The legal non-conforming also applies to the 
accessory structure having a easterly side yard setback of 2 feet 4 inches and a rear yard setback of 
3 feet 9 inches.  It was determined that the building was build in 1916, thus prior to the 1955 Zoning 
Code. 
 
The applicant’s primary reason for the rezoning request is to place a business sign (approx. 4 ft. by 8 
ft.) on the subject property.  The business sign is to be used for a consulting business located within 
the existing house.  The applicant currently has a home occupation consulting business that permits a 
1’ by 1’ sign.  A change of occupancy to a commercial use will be required prior to the issuance of a 
larger sign as permitted in A-O. 
 
Applicant was informed at DCC that a Change of Occupancy and Sign application will be required 
upon approval of rezoning.  The applicant is aware that he will be required to comply with IBC and 
ADA codes. 
 
Staff Recommendation: 
The Development Coordinating Committee (DCC) recommends APPROVAL of this request for 
rezoning from A-3 (Apartment) to A-O (Apartment/Office). 
 
The recommendation is based on the following: 
 
 The Plan for El Paso City-Wide Land Use Goals recommends that El Paso “provide 

designated locations for commercial development that do not adversely affect the health, 
safety and welfare of the community and where essential infrastructure is available to serve 
the development” and “provide a wide range of housing types that respond to the needs of all 
economic segments of the community.” 

 
 The Year 2025 Projected General Land Use Map for the Northwest Planning Area 

designates this property for Mixed Use land uses. 
 
 A-O zoning permits Office/Residential and is compatible with adjacent development. 
 
Findings: 
The Commission must determine the following: 
 

1. Will A-O zoning protect the best interest, health, safety and welfare of the public in 
general? 

2. Will Office/Residential be compatible with adjacent land uses? 
3. What is the relation of the proposed change to the city’s Comprehensive Plan? 
4. What effect will the rezoning have upon the natural environment social and economic 

conditions and property values in the vicinity and in the City as a whole? 
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Development Services Department - Building Permits and Inspections Division: 
Minimum parking requirements met but, the minimum depth for parking stall need to be 19' and 13' 
wide.  Also of the proposed parking shown one stall needs to be designated for handicap with a 
loading and off-loading zone. 
Shall comply with IBC change of occupancy and ADA requirements. 
 
Development Services Department - Planning Division: 
Current Planning: 
1. The Year 2025 Projected General Land Use Map for the Planning Area designates this property 

for Mixed Use land uses. 
2. A-O zoning permits Office/Residential and is compatible with adjacent development. 
3. Recommend Approval 
 
Engineering Department - Traffic Division: 
Alley needs to be paved to City standards 

  
Fire Department: 
No comments received.  
 
El Paso Water Utilities: 
EPWU does not object to this request. 

 
 
List of Attachments 
Attachment 1: Site Plan 
Attachment 2: Elevations 
Attachment 3: Legal Non-Conforming Registration 
Attachment 4: Opposition Letter 
Attachment 5: Opposition Petitions 
Attachment 6: Opposition Emails 
Attachment 7:  Application 
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Attachment 1: Site Plan 
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Attachment 2: Elevations  
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Attachment 4:  Opposition Letter 
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Attachment 5: Opposition Petitions 
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Attachment 5: Opposition Petition 
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Attachment 5: Opposition Petition 
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Attachment 6: Opposition Email 
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Attachment 6: Opposition Email 
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