


A RESOLUTION CALLING A SPECIAL ELECTION IN THE CITY OF 
EL PASO FOR THE SUBMISSION OF A MEASURE TO BE HELD 
WITHIN THE CITY ON MAY 9, 2009; AND MAKING PROVISIONS 
FOR THE CONDUCT OF THE ELECTION. 

 
 
 WHEREAS, in accordance with Section 3.11 of the El Paso City Charter, an initiative 
petition ordinance was filed with the City Clerk, and the City Clerk certified this petition on 
November 14, 2008; and 
 
 WHEREAS, in accordance with Section 3.11 of the Charter, a second identical initiative 
petition ordinance was filed with the City Clerk, and the City Clerk certified this petition on 
January 23, 2009. 
 
 
 NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF EL PASO: 
 
 1. That pursuant to the Texas Election Code, as amended, a special election will be held 

on Saturday, May 9, 2009 in the City of El Paso for the purpose of submitting the following 

measure to the qualified voters.  Official ballots for the election shall be prepared in accordance 

with the Texas Election Code so as to permit the electors to vote for or against the measure with 

the ballots to contain such provisions, markings, and language required by law, and with such 

measure to be expressed substantially as follows: 

 
ADOPTION OF AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF EL PASO 

text of the ordinance 
 

Adoption of an ordinance titled “An ordinance of the City of El Paso, Texas, 
transferring the rate making authority and changing the rate of the municipal utility drainage 
system,” and specifically providing as follows: 
 
 WHEREAS, the City of El Paso (“El Paso”) previously established a Municipal 
Drainage Utility System via Ordinance No. 16668; and 

WHEREAS, the citizens of El Paso have clearly voiced the opposition of the 
Municipal Drainage Utility System and the fees imposed for its operation; and  

WHEREAS, the City, in deference to the views of its Citizens, wishes to restructure 
and reduce the fees imposed for the operation of the Municipal Drainage Utility System; and 
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WHEREAS, the City recognizes state law prohibits it from altogether dissolving the 
Municipal Drainage Utility System until it has operated substantially continuously for five 
years; and 

WHEREAS, the City retains the authority to transfer operation of the Municipal 
Drainage Utility System from the Public Service Board back to City Council and to reduce the 
rate for the drainage utility. 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF EL PASO: 
 Section I.  Definitions.   
“Board” means that certain board of trustees known as the “Public Service Board” established by 
the City pursuant to Section 1502.070 of the Texas Government Code and charged with having 
complete authority and control of the management and operation of the water and wastewater 
system of the City, as “City” means the City of El Paso, Texas, a Texas Home Rule 
Municipality. 
“System” means the Municipal Drainage Utility System established by Ordinance 16668 and 
encompasses the complete drainage system of the City as it now exists and may be improved, 
added to, or extended hereafter, there being included in such term all drainage facilities now or 
hereafter owned or operated. 

Section II.   
1. Section III D of Ordinance 16668 is hereby rescinded.  The authority and control of the 

management and operation of the system is hereby transferred from the Board to the 
City.  The System shall be operated by the City Manager subject to the control and 
direction of City Council. 

2. No monthly stormwater fee shall be imposed on any improved parcel within the City of 
El Paso or on any customers of the Board until further action by the City of El Paso 
acting through its City Council. 

3. All fees and charges of the Municipal Drainage Utility System and all fees for storm 
water drainage are hereby suspended until further action by the City of El Paso acting 
through its City Council. 

4. This Ordinance shall take effect immediately upon its adoption. 
5. The City Manager is authorized to execute documents and take all appropriate action to 

give effect to this Ordinance. 
 
 

Ballot Measure 
 

FOR           (  ) Shall the Municipal Drainage Utility Ordinance, transferring rate 
making authority and changing the rate of the municipal utility 
drainage system, be approved? 

AGAINST (  ) 
 
 2. That such election shall be held at the precincts and the polling places designated in 

Exhibit "A" or such other locations as may be designated prior to the election by the City 
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Council, attached hereto and made a part hereof for all purposes, and said polling places shall 

open at 7 a.m. and remain open until 7 p.m. on the day of the election. 

 3. That Richarda Duffy Momsen, the City Clerk of the City of El Paso, shall be the 

clerk for early voting, and Javier Chacon, County Elections Administrator, shall be the deputy 

clerk for early voting for said City election.  The County Courthouse, 500 E. San Antonio, is 

hereby designated as the main early voting polling place for such election.  In addition, early 

voting may also occur at such branch early voting polling places as are designated herein or 

otherwise designated by the El Paso County Elections Administrator and posted at city hall by 

the City Clerk, and the City Clerk is authorized to administratively designate the location for 

item q below, as recommended by the El Paso County Elections Administrator.  The hours for 

early voting by personal appearance, including early voting on Saturday, May 2, 2009 and 

Sunday, May 3, 2009, shall be authorized for such election as follows:  

Early voting shall be held weekdays from Monday, April 27 2009, through Tuesday, May 5, 
2009, including on Saturday, May 2, 2009 and Sunday, May 3, 2009 only at the branches 
identified below as: b, c, e, f, g, i, j, k, m, o, and q.  There is NO voting on Saturday, April 25, 
2009 and Sunday, April 26, 2009.  The hours for early voting are as noted below. 

 
Specific listing of the hours of voting for weekdays April 27, 2009 – May 1, 2009:  
Additionally, for locations marked with an asterisk (*), the hours of voting on Saturday, May 
2, 2009 are from 9:00 am – 6:00 pm, and on Sunday, May 3, 2009 from 12:00 pm – 5:00 pm.  
The hours of voting for all locations on Monday, May 4, 2009 and Tuesday, May 5, 2009 are 
from 7:00 am – 7:00 pm. 

 
Location:     Address:    Weekday hours-April 27-May 1 
a.   Anthony City Hall    401 Wildcat Dr.  8:30 am – 4:30 pm 
b. *Bassett Place    6101 Gateway West  9:00 am – 6:00 pm * 
c. *Carolina Recreation Center  563 N. Carolina  9:00 am – 6:00 pm * 
d.   Clint Junior High School   13100 Alameda Ave.  8:00 am – 5:00 pm  
e. *Courthouse     500 E. San Antonio Ave. 8:00 am – 5:00 pm * 
f.  *Dieter Plaza Shopping    1605 George Dieter  9:00 am – 6:00 pm * 
g. *Festival Crossing Shopping  5380 N. Mesa St.  9:00 am – 6:00 pm *  
h.   Oz Glaze Senior Center   13969 Veny Webb  8:00 am – 5:00 pm 
i.  *Pavo Real Recreation Center 9301 Alameda  9:00 am – 6:00 pm * 
j.  *Regency of El Paso   221 Bartlett Dr.  9:00 am – 6:00 pm * 
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k. *Rushfair Shopping Center   5255 W. B. Transmountain 9:00 am – 6:00 pm * 
l.    Socorro High School   860 Rio Vista Rd.  8:00 am – 5:00 pm 
m. *Sunrise Shopping Center   8500 Dyer   9:00 am – 6:00 pm * 
n.   Vista Del Sol Elementary   11851 Vista Del Sol  9:00 am – 6:00 pm 
o. *Vista Hills Shopping Center 1840 Lee Trevino  9:00 am – 6:00 pm * 
p.   West Valley Fire Station   510 E. Vinton Rd.  3:00 pm – 6:00 pm 
q. *Far east location      9:00 am – 6:00 pm * 
 
 In addition, mobile voting stations shall also be authorized and used for early voting, 

as set forth in Exhibit B, which includes the respective hours for early voting by personal 

appearance at these stations. The City Clerk is authorized to make corrections or revisions to 

the list of mobile voting stations in Exhibit B and to all election notices regarding the early 

voting locations and the mobile voting stations, and the dates and times for such voting.   

Applications for early voting by mail shall be submitted to the Early Voting Clerk no 

earlier than March 10, 2009 and no later than the close of business on May 1, 2009, at the 

following address: 

     Mr. Javier Chacon 
     Deputy Early Voting Clerk 
     500 E. San Antonio, Room 402 

     El Paso, Texas 79901 
 
 4. A special canvassing board shall be appointed by the Mayor, or by the Council, as 

provided by law to count and canvass all early votes and ballots cast at said election. 

 5. That electronic voting machines shall be used for voting at the regular polling places in 

such election, and for the casting of early ballots by persons voting early by personal appearance. 

 6. That such election shall be held in the manner and form prescribed by the laws of the 

State of Texas, and at such election all qualified voters in the City are authorized to vote. 

 7. That by approving and signing this resolution, the Mayor officially confirms as his 

action, all matters recited herein which by law come within his jurisdiction. 

 8. A substantial copy of this resolution shall serve as proper notice of said election. 
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