
March 5, 2013 
 
 
 
Tim Irvine, Executive Director 
Texas Department of Housing and Community Affairs 
P.O. Box 13941 
Austin, TX   78711-3941 
 
Dear Mr. Irvine, 
 
Thank you for taking the time to read this and consider our input.   
 
We see great value in the 380 grant program.  It encourages opportunities and we have tried to 
take full advantage of the program here in El Paso.  The City of El Paso is endorsing Application 
Number 13166, the “ArtSpace Project", as the City’s sole priority project for the Texas 
Department of Housing and Community Affairs 2013 Funding Cycle.  The City does not 
officially support any other program and no other applicant for the 2013 Funding Cycle may 
make such a claim. 
 
The City recently became aware that Application Number 13130, the North Dessert Palms 
Development, is claiming community support for its project.  North Dessert Palms, Ltd, the 
Project Developers, supports this claim by citing to a 380 Agreement between the City and the 
Project Developers.  This attribution of support, however, is misleading.   
 
The program creating the 380 Grant the developer received was created in 2009.  The City 
intended the program to accommodate the expected influx of troops to Fort Bliss located in El 
Paso, Texas, and is open to any developer interested in applying.   The Project Developers 
entered into a 380 Agreement on June 26, 2012, with the City.  About a month later, the City 
decreed by resolution that the City would only endorse or send letters of support for the ArtSpace 
Project.   
 
The timeframe between when the Project Developers entered into their agreement with the City 
and when the City decreed what projects would receive support for the TDHCA 2013 Funding 
Cycle leaves little doubt that the City solely intended to support the ArtSpace Project.  Moreover, 
the fact that the program is open to any interested developer should further blunt claims that the 
City supports developments other than the ArtSpace Project.  As such the City respectfully 
requests that points awarded for the City’s support solely be allocated to the ArtSpace Project. 
 
If you have any questions, please let me or Lauren Francis, our Intergovernmental Affairs 
Coordinator, know.  She can be reached at (915) 487-7759 or FrancisLR@ElPasoTexas.gov.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Mayor John Cook 



 
CC:  El Paso City Council 
 Joyce Wilson, City Manager 
 Lauren Francis, Intergovernmental Affairs Coordinator 


