CITY OF EL PASO, TEXAS
AGENDA ITEM DEPARTMENT HEAD’S SUMMARY FORM

DEPARTMENT: City Development Department, Planning Division
AGENDA DATE: Public Hearing: March §, 2013
CONTACT PERSON/PHONE: Providencia Velazquez, (915) 541-4027, VelazquezPX @elpasotexas.gov

DISTRICT(S) AFFECTED: 2

SUBJECT:

Discussion and action on an appeal by applicant regarding a decision rendered by the Historic Landmark
Commission (HLC) in HLC case: PHAP12-00049; 2817 Wheeling Avenue, El Paso, Texas, on January 7,
2013 to deny a certificate of appropriateness application for the referenced property, PHAP12-00049
(District 2).

BACKGROUND / DISCUSSION:
See attached report.

PRIOR COUNCIL ACTION:
N/A.

AMOUNT AND SOURCE OF FUNDING:
N/A

BOARD / COMMISSION ACTION:
Historic Landmark Commission reviewed case PHAP12-00049 on January 7, 2013 and recommended denial
by a vote of 7-0

LEGAL: (if required) N/A FINANCE: (if required) N/A

DEPARTMENT HEAD: Mathew S. McElroy
Director- City Development Department
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CITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARMTMENT

MEMORANDUM

DATE: February 18, 2013

TO: The Honorable Mayor and City Council
Joyce Wilson, City Manager

FROM: Providencia Veldzquez, Historic Preservation Officer

SUBJECT:  Appeal of Historic Landmark Commission decision regarding PHAP12-00049

The Historic Landmark Commission (HLC), on January 7, 2013, voted 7-0 to DENY the certificate of
appropriateness application for the legalization of the partial enclosure of the front porch, constructed without
permits, for the property located at 2817 Wheeling Avenue within the Manhattan Heights Historic District.

The HLC found that the proposal does not comply with the historic guidelines regarding additions to structures,
and that the request was brought before the commission after the construction had been completed; therefore,
the commissioners were not allowed to comment on the design prior to the construction taking place. Based on
the Magoffin Historic District Design Guidelines:

e Any new construction must be compatible in size, texture, color, design, proportion and
detail to adjacent buildings and streetscapes.

e New structures should respect the integrity of existing buildings.
e  Setbacks, proportion, rhythm, and building elements should all be addressed.
e Porches are important facade features of architecture. A porch and all of its architectural
elements should be maintained and repaired.
The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation recommend the following:

e New construction will not destroy historic materials, features, and spatial relationships that
characterize the property.

Attachments: Appeal Letter, Staff Report



APPEAL LETTER

January 18,2013

City Clerk

City of El Paso, Texas

2 civic Center Plaza

El Paso, Texas 79901-1196

To whom it may concern:

Virginia Guerrero

Case Number: PHAP12-00049
2817 Wheeling Ave.

El Paso, Texas 79930

(915) 562-9535

(915) 790-9952

The purpose of this letter is to appeal to the decision made by the El Paso County Historical
Commission's rejection of an extension of a room on my property at 2817 Wheeling Ave. El Paso,

Texas 79930. I made the extension on November of 2012 and the new construction was rejected on

January 7, 2013. I would ask that you consider the needs that we have as a family for an additional
bedroom. I have four children, of whom three have special needs and need their own space.

I am willing to make any modification that may affect the new construction of the house that affected

the facade. I have attached a copy of the plans which show that the new modifications I would make to
the changes do not alter the view of the house. I have not made any modifications to the original

stucture of the house.

I am pleading that you examine this proposition so that your authorization may influence its acceptance

by the El Paso County Historical Commission.

I have also attached letters from two agencies that confirm the need for this new bedroom.

I sincerely appreciate that you consider my case as a special needs case because of my family's

situation.

Sincerely grateful,

Virginia Guerrero
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APPEAL LETTER CONTINUED
915-759-0031 p.1

Centers for Children

To Whom It Concerns, January 21,2013

I am writing you at the request of Ms. Virginia Guerrero. She asked that I let you know
that she has adopted her great niece and nephews from the state Foster Care system. These
children have all had extreme emotional problems to the extent that the safety of the
children and the family have becen at stake. As a result, mother has had to have two of the
children in separate rooms and both of these children are currently in need of treatment
out of the home beyond what could be done on an outpatient basis. In trying to deal with
years of problems that the children have experienced mother stated she had 3 rooms but
required 4 rooms for the family. She placed the two children of greatest need in separate
rooms and the two other boys were to share a room and she herself has the 4" room.

This family has struggled with financial difficulty as well as extreme uphcaval of children
who are at risk to self and others, and that mother herself has had chronie health problems.
Mother has tried to use any means necessary to help keep the family safe and the children
in the home. It is my understanding in talking to her today it was in trying to do this that
she added an additional room to the home which has caused her some problems with the
city. In order for the children to have a place to sleep safely should they all be in the home
it was necessary for her to have at least 4 bedrooms. I have known this family through Post
Adoption Services for many years and if yon have questions please feel free to call. Ms
Guerrero has asked that you be advised of her situation in the home.

Sincerely,
— L a
¥~ - - i kg
C 2 fi /Azzm/ﬁw/éﬂgé&%fi/‘“
Stephanié Mielke Limon MPA, LBSW
Centers for Children and Families

Post Adoption Caseworker- Region 10

PO Box 640390

El Paso, Texas 79904
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APPEAL LETTER CONTINUED

A

Claudia Ornelas
6040 Surety Dr.
~ El Paso, TX 79905

FAMILY SERVICE OF EL PASO

Strength to Families Under Stress”

" January 14, 2013.

0z O 7 €0

" To whom it may concern:

This letter is to inform you that Virginia Guerrero has been a client of Family Service of El Paso
recurrently since 2005. Throughout those years she has seen several theraplsts | started prowdmg

serV|ces for Ms. Guerrero on December 7th 2011. She has been very comphant w1th her blweekly
s counselmg sessrons missing only one. sessnon smce then..

Ms Guerrero appears to have a history of depressron and several medlcal condltrons suchas:
dlabetes hepatltls C, goyt and thyroid problems Cient’s depression severity seems to be very much "

) mfluenced by psychosoc1a| factors such as having financial difficufties and taking care'of four adopted
children {three of which have special needs) Ms. Guerrero’s children needs include having their own

‘: space dueto their psychologlcal dlagnoses (e g., blpoiar dlsorder hypersexuallty)

If p055|ble please take the above mformatlon |nto con5|derat|on when makmg a deC|5|on

regardmg Ms Guererra’s case: Furthermore do not hesitate in contactlng Famlly Service of Ei Paso at

(915) 781- 9900 i you have further questlons Addmonal |nTormauon may be provroed upon chent S .
~written approval/consent '

Respectively,

" Claudia Ornelas, LPC-|

Y’I
. UnitedWay

6040 Surety Dr. El'Paso, TX 79905 Ph — (915) 781-9900 Fax (915) 781-9930 E-mail: famserep@sbcglobal.net

Board Members: President — Paul Cross, Vice President — Dorothy Wells, Treasurer — Linda Gonzalez-Hensgen, Secretary — Denise Joseph

Parliamentarian — Nancy Melendez-Forbes, Lucinda Cuellar, Ruth Reyes, Jose M. Gonzalez, Arturo Gloria-Munoz, Raul Tarango, Sara Tapia, Jesus M. Medrano

SPER LR



APPEAL LETTER CONTINUED
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GENERAL CONSTRUCTION NOTES
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PHAP12-00049

Date: January 7, 2013

Application Type: Certificate of Appropriateness

Property Owner: Virginia Guerrero

Representative: Virginia Guerrero

Legal Description: Lots 20 and 21, Block 8, Manhattan Heights, City of El Paso, El
Paso County, Texas.

Historic District: Manhattan Heights

Location: 2817 Wheeling

Representative District:  #2

Existing Zoning: R-4/H (Residential/Historic)

Year Built: 1915

Historic Status: Contributing

Request: Certificate of Appropriateness for the partial enclosure of the front
porch, after the fact.

Application Filed: 12/03/2012

45 Day Expiration: 1/17/2013

ITEM #1
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GENERAL INFORMATION:

The applicant seeks approval for:
Certificate of Appropriateness for the partial enclosure of the front porch, after the fact

STAFF RECOMMENDATION:

The Historic Preservation Office recommends DENIAL of the proposed scope of work based
on the following recommendations:

The Magoffin Historic District Design Guidelines recommend the following:

e Any new construction must be compatible in size, texture, color, design,
proportion and detail to adjacent buildings and streetscapes.

e New structures should respect the integrity of existing buildings.

e Setbacks, proportion, rhythm, and building elements should all be
addressed.

e Porches are important fagade features of architecture. A porch and all of its
architectural elements should be maintained and repaired.

The Secretary of the Interior's Standards for Rehabilitation recommend the following:

¢ New construction will not destroy historic materials, features, and spatial
relationships that characterize the property.
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EXISTING SITE PLAN
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PREVIOUSLY UNMODIFIED FLOOR PLAN
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EXISTING FLOOR PLAN
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EXISTING FLOOR PLAN
T

iy e LIVING ROOM
4, o ',.%

.___h.____-"l____"_{i‘

Bl ’
= A f//
[A('-‘(JC{Q? fl:,’ II
I 174 L5 ] =] =
2-C x990 \.«\ ;’\n?
%0
= z'xz o . -
- Wk fff "]
? = 0 PORCH
o} N
N a
2135219 |
_._'\-‘....
el
-0
R 2 ===

s o .zwgg‘[zfefz o l—

Ex\'-a-\_\uj walls
- [EXISTING FLOOR PLAN

SCAE- LT =

rr




PHOTOS OF FRONT AND SIDE ELEVATIONS




PROPOSED REVISION TO EXISTING PLAN

—llﬂul_

I
: 2 _
- .




