










DEVELOPMENT SERVICES DEPARTMENT

CITY OF EL PASO, TEXAS

Title 18 (Building & Construction), Chapter 18.08 

Section 18.08.170 ( Accessibility)



A.  Review Actions

• June 23, 2009--City Accessibility Advisory Committee—recommend 5% 
for Type A units all other items approved
-Unanimous vote

• June 24, 2009--Legislative Review Committee—Directed staff to 
conduct audit of apartment complexes to determine 
compliance and availability of Type A units

• June 25, 2009--City Accessibility Advisory Committee—recommend 5% 
for Type A units all other items approved
-reaffirmed unanimous vote

• August 13, 2009--City Accessibility Advisory Committee—recommend 5% 
for Type A units all other items approved
-reaffirmed unanimous vote



Review Actions

• August 20, 2009--Legislative Review Committee—voted 3-1 to send 
item to City Council

• August 27, 2009--City Accessibility Advisory Committee—recommend 5% 
Type A units all other items approved
--reaffirmed unanimous vote

City Council Action

• Sept. 8, 2009—City Council Adopts ordinance with the 5% provision for 
Type A units and directs staff to bring back the ordinance 
in 6 months



Definitions

TYPE A UNIT- A dwelling unit or sleeping unit designed and constructed for 
accessibility in accordance with this code and the provisions for Type A 
units in ICC A 117.1.-ACCESSIBLE

TYPE B UNIT- A dwelling unit or sleeping unit designed and constructed for 
accessibility in accordance with this code and the provisions for Type B 
units in ICC A 117.1, consistent with the design and construction 
requirements of the federal Fair Housing Act.-READILY ADAPTABLE

(All ground floor units must be Type B/ all units accessible 
by elevator must be Type B)

R-2 Residential occupancies containing sleeping units or more than two 
dwelling units where the occupants are primarily permanent in nature 
such as apartments, convents, dormitories, hotels, etc.

Source: 2003 International Building Code



Current Municipal Code

• 1107.6.2.1.1 Type A units. In Group R-2 occupancies containing more 
than 4 dwelling units, at least 5 percent but not less than one of the units 
shall be a Type A unit.  

2003/2006/2009 International Building Code

• 1107.6.2.1.1 Type A units.  In Group R-2 occupancies containing more 
than 20 dwelling units or sleeping units, at least 2 percent but not less 
than one of the units shall be a Type A unit. 



B.  Audit of Existing Type A units

1. Number of Type A units in El Paso: 450 units located in 64 complexes

2. Number audited by staff: 357 units have been inspected, 74 units refused 
entry

3. Violations identified:  16 complexes had assorted violations and received 
notices

4. Estimated time to complete audit: 3 weeks

5. Average occupancy rate of units inspected:  97%



C.  Status on creation of real time data base on ADA 
units by VOLAR and the Apartment Association



Questions ?  


