
 
REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
April 3, 2012 

8:30 A.M. 
 
The City Council met in regular session at the above place and date.  Meeting was called to order at 
8:35 a.m.  Mayor John F. Cook present and presiding and the following Council Members answered roll 
call:  Ann Morgan Lilly, Susannah M. Byrd, Michiel R. Noe, Eddie Holguin, Jr., Steve Ortega, and 
Cortney Carlisle Niland.  Late arrival:  Carl Robinson at 8:40 a.m.  Absent: Emma Acosta.  The 
invocation was given by Border Patrol Chaplain Jesse Alvarez, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to 
the Flag of the United States of America. 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

MAYOR’S PROCLAMATIONS 
 

1. Fair Housing Month 
2. National Community College Month 
3. Zuill Bailey Day 
4. National Public Health Week 
5. Municipal Court Distracted Driving Awareness Month 

No Talking/No Texting Campaign 
 

CALL TO THE PUBLIC – PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
This time is reserved for members of the public who would like to address the City Council on items 

that are not on the City Council Agenda. 
 
A sign-up form is available on line at https://www.elpasotexas.gov/muni_clerk/contact_public.asp for those 
who wish to sign up in advance of the meeting date and a sign-up form is available outside the City Council 

Chambers at the City Clerk table for those who wish to sign up on the day of the meeting. 
Requests to speak must be received by 8:30 a.m. on the date of the meeting. 

30 Minutes total is allotted for speakers. 
Three to five minutes may be allowed for each speaker. 

 
The following members of the public commented: 
 

1. Mr. Roberto Castor 
2. Mr. Steve Strumer 
3. Mr. Michael Armstrong 
4. Ms. Brooke Underwood 

  CITY COUNCIL 
 JOHN F. COOK ANN MORGAN LILLY, DISTRICT 1 
 MAYOR SUSIE BYRD, DISTRICT 2 
  EMMA ACOSTA, DISTRICT 3 
  CARL L. ROBINSON, DISTRICT 4 
  MICHIEL R. NOE, DISTRICT 5 
 JOYCE WILSON EDDIE HOLGUIN JR., DISTRICT 6 
 CITY MANAGER STEVE ORTEGA, DISTRICT 7 
  CORTNEY CARLISLE NILAND, DISTRICT 8 
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Motion made by Representative Niland, seconded by Representative Byrd and unanimously carried to 
SUSPEND THE RULES of Council to allow for additional speakers after the sign up period. 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
CONSENT AGENDA 
Motion made by Mayor Pro Tempore Lilly, seconded by Representative Byrd, and unanimously carried to 
APPROVE, AS REVISED, all matters listed under the Consent Agenda unless otherwise noted.  (Items 
approved, postponed, or deleted pursuant to the vote on the Consent Agenda will be shown with an asterisk 
{*}. 
 
AYES:  Representatives Lilly, Byrd, Robinson, Noe, Holguin, Ortega and Niland 
NAYS:  None 
ABSENT:  Representative Acosta 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
1. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
*Motion made, seconded, and unanimously carried to APPROVE the Minutes for the Regular City Council 
Meeting of March 27, 2012, the Special City Council Meeting of March 27, 2012 and the Legislative Review 
Meeting of the Whole of March 19, 2012. 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
2. REQUEST TO EXCUSE CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS 
 
*Motion made, seconded, and unanimously carried to EXCUSE Representative Emma Acosta from the Regular 
Council Meeting of April 3, 2012. 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
3. BOARD RE-APPOINTMENT 
 
*Motion made, seconded, and unanimously carried to RE-APPOINT Alma Miller to the Fair Housing Task 
Force by Representative Steve Ortega, District 7. 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
4A. BOARD APPOINTMENT 
 
*Motion made, seconded, and unanimously carried to APPOINT Michael Schwartz as an alternate to the 
Zoning Board of Adjustment, by Representative Michiel R. Noe. 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
4B. BOARD APPOINTMENT 
 
*Motion made, seconded, and unanimously carried to APPOINT Wayne Brock to the Empowerment Zone 
Advisory Board, by Representative Michiel R. Noe. 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
INTRODUCTIONS 
 
5A -5G TAKEN TOGETHER 
 
Motion made by Representative Byrd, seconded by Representative Niland, and carried that the following Ordinances, 
having been introduced pursuant to Section 3.9 of the El Paso City Charter, be ADVERTISED for public hearing: 
 
AYES: Representatives Lilly, Byrd, Robinson, Noe, Ortega and Niland 
NAYS: None 
ABSTAIN: Representative Holguin 
ABSENT: Representative Acosta 
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5A. An Ordinance amending Title 12 (Vehicles and Traffic), Chapter 12.85 (Parking Violations Bureau), of the El 

Paso City Code by adding Section 12.85.065 (Final Judgments); and amending Section 12.85.070 
(Enforcement), to clarify the procedure for enforcement; the penalty is as provided in Section 12.84.010 of the 
El Paso City Code. (All Districts)   

 
PUBLIC HEARING WILL BE HELD ON APRIL 10, 2012, FOR ITEM 5A  
 

5B. An Ordinance amending Title 13 (Streets, Sidewalks and Public Places), Chapter 13.08 (Excavations). Section 
13.08.040 (Fees, Bonds and Insurance), of the El Paso City Code, to lower the bond amount required for a 
permit to cut or excavate any street, alley, sidewalk, parkway or driveway within the City Right of Way from 
$50,000 to $10,000, the penalty being as provided in Section 13.08.140 (Violation-Penalties) of the El Paso 
City Code.   

 

5C. An Ordinance authorizing the City Manager to sign a Contract of Sale and any other necessary documents 
between the City of El Paso and Paisano Housing Redevelopment Corporation which will allow the City to 
convey Tracts 7-K, 7-K-1, 7-L-1-A, and 7-L-1-B, Block 35, Ysleta Grant, in the City of El Paso, El Paso County, 
Texas (located near the intersection of Elvin Way and Independence Drive), to Paisano Housing 
Redevelopment Corporation.  

 
PUBLIC HEARING WILL BE HELD ON APRIL 17, 2012, FOR ITEMS 5B – 5C  
 

5D. An Ordinance amending Title 20 (Zoning), Chapter 20.10 (Supplemental Use Regulations) of the El Paso City 
Code, to add a section establishing standards for an environmental and wildlife research conservancy overlay.  
The penalty is as provided for in Chapter 20.24 of the El Paso City Code.  

 

5E. An Ordinance amending Title 20 (Zoning), Chapter 20.22 (Nonconforming Situations), Section 20.22.030 
(Nonconforming Uses), Section 20.22.040 (Nonconforming Structures), and (Section 20.22.070 (Registration 
and Certificate of Occupancy Required) of the El Paso City Code, to revise the registration procedures for a 
non-conforming building or use.  The penalty is as provided for in Chapter 20.24 of the El Paso City Code.   

 

5F. An Ordinance granting special permit No. PZST12-00001, to allow for a planned residential development 
overlay with reduced cumulative setbacks on Lots 4 through 24, Block 36, Sandstone Ranch #8, City of El 
Paso, El Paso County, Texas, pursuant to Section 20.04.270 (Zoning) of the El Paso City Code.  The penalty 
is as provided for in Chapter 20.24 of the El Paso City Code.  Property Owner:  Northtowne Village Joint 
Venture.  Subject Property: North of Marcus Uribe Drive and West of Sean Haggerty Drive.  PZST12-00001  

 

5G. An Ordinance changing the zoning of Tracts 9A1, 9A1A and 9A2, Block 79, Section 32, Township 2, Texas 
and Pacific Railway Company Surveys, City of El Paso, El Paso County, Texas from R-3 (Residential) to C-4 
(Commercial).  The penalty is as provided for in Chapter 20.24 of the El Paso City Code.  Subject Property: 
South of Montana Avenue and West of Dominican Street.  Property Owner: Acala Investments, LLC.  
PZRZ12-00001  

 
 
PUBLIC HEARING WILL BE HELD ON MAY 1, 2012, FOR ITEM 5D –5G 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
6A. PLANNING AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
 
*Motion made, seconded, and unanimously carried to POSTPONE eight weeks the public hearing on an 
Ordinance to preserve in its natural state and in perpetuity acreage legally described as Parcel 1, Nellie D. 
Mundy Survey 246, City of El Paso, El Paso County, Texas; Parcel 2, A portion of S.J. Larkin Survey, 
Abstract 10070, Tract 1, City of El Paso, El Paso County, Texas and Parcel 3, A portion of S.J. Larkin 
Survey, Abstract 10070, Tract 1-A, City of El Paso, El Paso County, Texas. 
 
Mr. Mathew McElroy, Deputy Director, Planning and Economic Development, commented. 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
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6B. PLANNING AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
 
*Motion made, seconded, and unanimously carried to  POSTPONE eight weeks the public hearing on an 
Ordinance to preserve in its natural state and in perpetuity acreage legally described as Parcel 1, Nellie D. 
Mundy Survey 246, City of El Paso, El Paso County Texas; Parcel 2, a portion of S. J. Larkin Survey, 
Abstract 10070, Tract 1, City of El Paso, El Paso County Texas and Parcel 3, a portion of S. J. Larkin 
Survey, Abstract 10070, Tract 1-A, City of El Paso, El Paso County Texas. 
 
Mr. Mathew McElroy, Deputy Director, Planning and Economic Development, commented. 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
6C. PLANNING AND ENCONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
 
*Motion made, seconded, and unanimously carried to  POSTPONE four weeks the public hearing on an 
Ordinance granting Special Permit No. PZST11-00013, to allow for infill development with reduced lot width 
on the property described as all of Lots 21 and 20 Except the Westerly 3 Feet of 20, Block 73D, Logan 
Heights Addition First Revised Plat, City of El Paso, El Paso County, Texas, pursuant to Section 20.10.280 
of the El Paso City Code. The penalty being as provided for in Chapter 20.24 of the El Paso City Code. 
Subject Property: 3604 Keltner Avenue. Property Owner: Stone Nest LLC. PZST11-00013 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
6D. 

ORDINANCE 17762 
 
The City Clerk read an Ordinance entitled:  AN ORDINANCE GRANTING SPECIAL PERMIT NO. PZST11-
00016, TO ALLOW FOR A 100% PARKING REDUCTION ON THE PROPERTY DESCRIBED AS ALL OF 
LOT 16, AND THE EAST ½ OF LOT 15, BLOCK 107, EAST EL PASO ADDITION, CITY OF EL PASO, EL 
PASO COUNTY, TEXAS  PURSUANT TO SECTION 20.04.320 OF THE EL PASO CITY CODE. THE 
PENALTY BEING AS PROVIDED FOR IN CHAPTER 20.24 OF THE EL PASO CITY CODE. SUBJECT 
PROPERTY: 3329 MONTANA AVENUE.  PROPERTY OWNER: DR. RAFAEL ARMENDARIZ.  PZST11-
00016 
 
Mr. Mathew McElroy, Deputy Director, Planning and Economic Development, presented a PowerPoint 
presentation (copy on file in City Clerk’s office). 
 
Motion duly made by Representative Niland, seconded by Representative Byrd, that the Ordinance be 
ADOPTED.  Whereupon the Mayor ordered that a vote be taken on the passage and adoption of the 
Ordinance which when so done resulted as follows: 
 
AYES: Representatives Lilly, Byrd, Robinson, Noe, Holguin, Ortega and Niland 
NAYS: None 
ABSENT:  Representative Acosta 
 
Whereupon the Mayor ordered that, the vote having been cast in favor of the Ordinance, the same be and 
the same are hereby ADOPTED. 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
6E. 

ORDINANCE 17763 
 

The City Clerk read an Ordinance entitled:  AN ORDINANCE CHANGING THE ZONING OF TRACTS 7K, 
7K1, 7L1, 7L1A, AND 7L1B, BLOCK 35, YSLETA GRANT, CITY OF EL PASO, EL PASO COUNTY, 
TEXAS FROM R-F (RANCH AND FARM) TO PR-I (PLANNED RESIDENTIAL I) AND APPROVING A 
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DETAILED SITE DEVELOPMENT PLAN TO ALLOW THE DEVELOPMENT OF A SENIOR HOUSING 
LIVING COMMUNITY.  THE PENALTY IS AS PROVIDED FOR IN CHAPTER 20.24 OF THE EL PASO 
CITY CODE.  SUBJECT PROPERTY:  INDEPENDENCE DRIVE AND ELVIN WAY.  PROPERTY 
OWNER:  CITY OF EL PASO.  PZRZ12-00002 
 
Mr. Mathew McElroy, Deputy Director, Planning and Economic Development, presented a PowerPoint 
presentation (copy on file in City Clerk’s office). 
 
Mayor Cook and Representatives Byrd, Holguin, and Ortega commented. 
 
Motion duly made by Representative Byrd, seconded by Mayor Pro Tempore Lilly, that the Ordinance be 
ADOPTED.  Whereupon the Mayor ordered that a vote be taken on the passage and adoption of the 
Ordinance which when so done resulted as follows: 
 
AYES:  Representatives Lilly, Byrd, Robinson, Noe, Ortega and Niland 
NAYS:  None 
ABSTAIN: Representative Holguin 
ABSENT: Representative Acosta 
 
Whereupon the Mayor ordered that, the vote having been cast in favor of the Ordinance, the same be and 
the same are hereby ADOPTED. 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
6F. PLANNING AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
 
*Motion made, seconded, and unanimously carried to POSTPONE two weeks the public hearing on an 
Ordinance amending Title 20 (Zoning), Chapter 20.18 (Sign Regulations) Section 20.18.410 (R-F, R-1, R-2, 
R-2A,  R-3, R-3A, R-4, R-5, RMH, PR-II and PMD Districts) of the El Paso City Code to add school and 
church monument signs and requirements.  The penalty is as provided for in Chapter 20.24 of the El Paso 
City Code. 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
6G. PLANNING AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
 
Motion made Representative Ortega, seconded by Representative Noe, and unanimously carried to 
POSTPONE two weeks the public hearing on an Ordinance changing the zoning of a portion of Tract 3, 
Block 10, Boothville Subdivision, City of El Paso, El Paso County, Texas from R-F (Ranch and Farm) to C-2 
(Commercial). The penalty is as provided for in Chapter 20.24 of the El Paso City Code. Subject Property: 
8623 North Loop Drive. Applicant: Aseo, Inc. PZRZ11-00059 
 
Mr. Mathew McElroy, Deputy Director, Planning and Economic Development, presented a PowerPoint 
presentation, (copy on file in City Clerk’s office). 
 
Mayor Cook and Representatives Noe, Holguin and Ortega commented. 
 
Ms. Sylvia Firth, City Attorney, gave legal advice. 
 
Ms. Lupe Cuellar, Assistant City Attorney, gave legal advice. 
 
AYES:  Representatives Lilly, Byrd, Robinson, Noe, Holguin, Ortega and Niland 
NAYS:  None 
ABSENT: Representative Acosta 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
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6H. PLANNING AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
 
Motion made Representative Ortega, seconded by Representative Noe, and unanimously carried to 
POSTPONE two weeks the public hearing on an Ordinance granting Special Permit No. PZST11-00017, to 
allow a ballroom on the property described as a portion of Tract 3, Block 10, Boothville Subdivision, City of 
El Paso, El Paso County, Texas pursuant to Section 20.04.320 of the El Paso City Code.  The penalty being 
as provided for in Chapter 20.24 of the El Paso City Code.  Subject Property:  8623 North Loop Drive.  
Property Owner: Aseo, Inc. PZST11-00017 
 
AYES:  Representatives Lilly, Byrd, Robinson, Noe, Holguin, Ortega and Niland 
NAYS:  None 
ABSENT: Representative Acosta 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
6I. 

ORDINANCE 17764 
 
The City Clerk read an Ordinance entitled:  AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 017524 
WHICH AMENDED ORDINANCE NO. 017109 WHICH VACATED A PORTION OF BOSTON AVENUE, 
TO ALLOW ANOTHER ONE YEAR EXTENSION TO COMPLETE IMPROVEMENTS ON THE 
PEDESTRIAN WALKWAY AND TO REVISE THE QUITCLAIM DEED TO REFLECT THE EXTENDED 
TIME FOR COMPLETION. 
 
Mayor Cook and Representatives Byrd and Ortega commented. 
 
Mr. Robert Ayoub, President, Downtown Management District board of Directors, commented. 
 
Motion duly made by Mayor Pro Tempore Lilly, seconded by Representative Ortega, that the Ordinance be 
ADOPTED.  Whereupon the Mayor ordered that a vote be taken on the passage and adoption of the 
Ordinance which when so done resulted as follows: 
 
AYES: Representatives Lilly, Byrd, Robinson, Noe, Holguin, Ortega and Niland 
NAYS: None 
ABSENT:  Representative Acosta 
 
Whereupon the Mayor ordered that, the vote having been cast in favor of the Ordinance, the same be and 
the same are hereby ADOPTED. 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
6J. 

ORDINANCE 17765 
 
The City Clerk read an Ordinance entitled:  AN ORDINANCE AMENDING TITLE 19 (SUBDIVISIONS), 
CHAPTER 19.10 (DEDICATION, CONSTRUCTION REQUIREMENTS AND CITY PARTICIPATION), 
SECTION 19.10.050 (ROADWAY PARTICIPATION POLICIES-IMPROVEMENT OF ADJACENT 
PERIMETER ROADS AND UTILITIES) AND CHAPTER 19.15 (ROADWAYS), SECTION 19.15.050 
(GENERAL REQUIREMENTS) OF THE EL PASO CITY CODE TO ALLOW FOR THE WAIVER OF THE 
DEDICATION OR IMPROVEMENTS OF ADJACENT SUBSTANDARD ROADS WHEN SPECIFIC 
CRITERIA ARE MET. THE PENALTY IS AS PROVIDED IN CHAPTER 19.42 OF THE CITY OF EL PASO 
CITY CODE. 
 



 REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING – APRIL 3, 2012   7 

Mr. Mathew McElroy, Deputy Director, Planning and Economic Development, presented a PowerPoint 
presentation (copy on file in City Clerk’s office). 
 
Representative Byrd commented. 
 
Motion duly made by Representative Niland, seconded by Mayor Pro Tempore Lilly, that the Ordinance be 
ADOPTED.  Whereupon the Mayor ordered that a vote be taken on the passage and adoption of the 
Ordinance which when so done resulted as follows: 
 
AYES: Representatives Lilly, Byrd, Robinson, Noe, Holguin, Ortega and Niland 
NAYS: None 
ABSENT:  Representative Acosta 
 
Whereupon the Mayor ordered that, the vote having been cast in favor of the Ordinance, the same be and 
the same are hereby ADOPTED. 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
7. PLANNING AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
 
Motion made by Representative Ortega, seconded by Representative Niland, and unanimously carried to 
INITIATE an application to change the name of Alberta Avenue (east of Raynolds) to “Regent Brown 
Avenue,” and that the City provide funding for the application to be processed. 
 
Mr. Mathew McElroy, Deputy Director, Planning and Economic Development, presented a PowerPoint 
presentation (copy on file in City Clerk’s office). 
 
Mayor Cook and Representative Ortega commented. 
 
Ms. Joyce Wilson, City Manager, commented. 
 
Ms. Sylvia Firth, City Attorney, gave legal advice. 
 
AYES:  Representatives Lilly, Byrd, Robinson, Noe, Holguin, Ortega and Niland 
NAYS:  None 
ABSENT: Representative Acosta 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
8A.  
 

R E S O L U T I O N 
 

WHEREAS, the El Paso/Juárez Borderplex is the second largest metropolitan area on the U.S./México 
Border with a combined population of approximately 2 million people and growth projected to reach more than 
3.4 million by 2035; 
  
 WHEREAS, more than $69.4 billion in U.S. - México trade (nearly 18 percent of the total trade between 
the U.S. and México) crossed through the El Paso/Juárez ports of entry in 2010; 
 
 WHEREAS, border-dependent businesses and travelers contributed over $1 billion to the regional 
economy and supported nearly 700,000 jobs on both sides of the international border; 
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 WHEREAS, current traffic volumes along the region’s six international crossings are beginning to impact 
wait times at the border and have been known to exceed two hours for passenger traffic and one hour for 
commercial vehicles during peak hours of operation; 
 
 WHEREAS, the “El Paso Regional Ports of Entry Operations Plan” commissioned by the Texas 
Department of Transportation and completed in 2011 determined the entire system of border crossings in the El 
Paso/Juárez Borderplex will reach “operational capacity” (the point the crossings can no longer efficiently 
handle traffic demand) within 25 years and the busiest crossings (Bridge of the Americas and Zaragoza) within 
10 years; 
 
 WHEREAS, Cambridge Systematics, Inc., the author of the “El Paso Regional Ports of Entry Operations 
Plan”, recommended that the City create an operations plan implementation task force to ensure the 
implementation of plans to address the efficient operations of the ports of entry are coordinated; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Mayor and the El Paso City Council desire to create such a working group of cross 
border stakeholders.  
 
 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EL PASO THAT: 
 

1. Ports of Entry Task Force:  The City Council of the City of El Paso authorizes the creation of the Ports 
of Entry Task Force for the purpose of addressing issues affecting the efficient operation of the 
international ports of entry in the El Paso/Juárez Borderplex.  The Ports of Entry Task Force shall be 
comprised of one representative of the following agencies, departments, entities or offices: 

 
U.S. Customs and Border Protection, Washington, D.C. 
U.S. Customs and Border Protection, El Paso, TX 
Office of the Mayor, City of El Paso 
City of El Paso Department of Planning and Economic Development 
City of El Paso International Bridges Department 
Municipio de Cd. Juárez, Office of the Mayor 
Municipio de Cd. Juárez, Promocion Financiera y Economica 
Office of Congressional District 16 
Office of Each United States Senator for the State of Texas 
Southwest Maquila Association 
Foreign Trade Association 
El Paso Committee on Border Relations 
Greater El Paso Chamber of Commerce 
Asociacion de Transportistas  
 
and that the Mayor of the City of El Paso shall serve as the Chairperson of the Ports of Entry Task Force and 
will be responsible for inviting each of the entities listed above to appoint a representative to participate in the 
Task Force.  The City Attorney’s Office will provide legal support to the Task Force and the federal legislative 
consultants under contract to the City of El Paso will assist the Task Force by providing consulting services.  
The Mayor’s Executive Assistant will act as the recording secretary. 
 

2. Purpose of Ports of Entry Task Force.  The primary purpose of the Ports of Entry Task Force shall be 
to ensure that the recommendations contained in the “El Paso Regional Ports of Entry Operations Plan” 
are implemented and that immediate action is taken to reduce the wait times at the regional ports of 
entry. 
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3. Meetings and other Organizational Matters.  Meeting dates and times and other organizational 
matters are to be determined by the Task Force at their first meeting which shall be held within 30 days 
of the adoption of this resolution.  The Task Force is authorized to conduct meetings via telephone 
conference calls or other electronic means and shall not be subject to Texas Open Meetings Laws. 

 
Unless otherwise subject to the requirements of Section 2.92.070 of the City Code or Chapter 2.92 by virtue of 
their positions with the City of El Paso, members of the Task Force shall not be subject to the financial 
disclosure requirements or subject to the Ethics Ordinance. 
 

4. Reports to Council.  The Mayor shall provide City Council with reports regarding the activities of the 
Task Force during regularly called City Council meetings, at least once a quarter.  The first such report 
shall be made within 90 days of the first meeting of the Task Force. 

 
5. Term.  The Task Force shall automatically dissolve within twenty-four (24) months of the effective date 

of this Resolution unless City Council takes action to extend its term. 
 
Motion made by Representative Robinson, seconded by Representative Holguin, and unanimously carried to 
APPROVE the Resolution. 
 
Mayor Cook and Representatives Byrd, Holguin, Ortega and Niland commented. 
 
Ms. Joyce Wilson, City Manager, commented. 
 
AYES:  Representatives Lilly, Byrd, Robinson, Noe, Holguin, Ortega and Niland 
NAYS:  None 
ABSENT: Representative Acosta 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
8B. MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
 
Discussion and action on the process for determining locations for citywide park activities. 
 
Representative Noe presented a PowerPoint presentation (copy on file in City Clerk’s office). 
 
Ms. Joyce Wilson, City Manager, commented. 
 
Ms. Veronica Myer, Parks and Recreation, commented. 
 
NO ACTION was taken on this item. 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
8C. MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
 
Discussion and action on the El Cruzero Smart Growth Project. 
 
Representative Noe commented. 
 
Mr. Mathew McElroy, Deputy Director, Planning and Economic Development, commented. 
 
NO ACTION was taken on this item. 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Motion made by Representative Niland, seconded by Representative Robinson, and unanimously carried to 
ADJOURN this meeting at 10:29 a.m. 
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. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
 
APPROVED AS TO CONTENT: 
 
 
 
 
                                                                   
Richarda Duffy Momsen, City Clerk 


