
CITY OF EL PASO, TEXAS
AGENDA ITEM DEPARTMENT HEAD’S SUMMARY FORM

DEPARTMENT: Environmental Services

AGENDA DATE: For Introduction, April 10, 2012, Public Hearing April 17, 2012

CONTACT PERSON/PHONE: Ellen A. Smyth 915-621-6719

DISTRICT(S) AFFECTED:  All

SUBJECT:  An Ordinance amending Title 18 (Building and Construction), of the
El Paso City Code, by creating Chapter 18.42 (Dangerous structures), to establish
emergency authority for the securing of a dangerous structure before a hearing;
and to provide for the recovery of and filing of a lien for the costs and expenses
incurred by the City.

BACKGROUND / DISCUSSION:  This ordinance relates to the provisions in the City
Code regarding actions available to the City regarding the abatement of unsafe structures.
This ordinance is brought forward in conjunction with other Code amendments to revise
the Code provisions so as to be in conformity with current law in the State of Texas.  This
new chapter will allow the Building Official and the Director of the Environmental
Services Department to take appropriate action, as now permitted by state law, to secure a
dangerous building prior to holding a hearing before the Building and Standards
Commission.  As required by state law, if this emergency action is taken, a follow-up
hearing will be held.  State law also allows the City to recover its costs, and this
ordinance also addresses this process, to include filing a lien on the property for unpaid
costs.

PRIOR COUNCIL ACTION:
Has the Council previously considered this item or a closely related one?
This Ordinance is a complete revision to the existing ordinance to allow for the
clarification of the process for the regulation of substandard buildings.

We have an existing substandard business regulation in place.
AMOUNT AND SOURCE OF FUNDING:

N/A

BOARD / COMMISSION ACTION:

N/A

*******************REQUIRED AUTHORIZATION********************

LEGAL:  (if required)____________________  FINANCE:  (if
required)____________________

DEPARTMENT HEAD:
________________________________________________________

(Example: if RCA is initiated by Purchasing, client department should sign also)
Information copy to appropriate Deputy City Manager
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