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Part I: Assessment of “Teen” activities by District

District 1

Name of Activity: Galatzan- Recreation Center

Location: 650 Wallenberg, El Paso, TX 79912

Days and Times: three times a week; exact times vary

Fees: $25 a month for all activities or $10 a month for a weight room membership

For More Information Contact: 915-581-5182

Description: The recreation has many activities such as belly dancing, shiro tora jiujutsu,

dance aerobics, ballet, a weight room, and a men’s basketball league.

Name of Activity: Dorris Van Doran library

Location: 551 Redd Road, El Paso, TX 79912

Days and Times: Sunday 1pm-5pm, Monday closed, Tuesday 11am-8pm, Wednesday
11am-8pm, Thursday 10am-8pm, Friday 1pm-6pm

Fees: none

For More Information Contact: 915-875-0700

Description: Teen hangout is Tuesday from Spm-7pm. Teens twelve to eighteen can

bring friends to play board games and other activities. Drinks and snacks are provided.

There is also an anime club on Saturdays from 3pm-5pm.



District 2

Name of Activity: All Pro’s Tae Kwon DO

Location: 9888 Dyer St., El Paso, TX 79924

Days and Times: Monday-Friday

Fees: $60-$2350 depending on the number of classes and type of contract

For More Information Contact: (915)-755-8808 or http://www.allprostackwondo.com/

Description: All Pro’s Tae Kwon DO offers Tae Kwando and self-defense classes for all

age groups.

Name of Activity: Premiere Cinema 18

Location: Basset Place, 6101 Gateway west, El Paso, TX 79925

Days and Times: every day of the week

Fees: $4 - $5.25 depending at what time you go

For More Information Contact: (915)-771-7900 or
http://www.readyticket.net/webticket/htmlshowtimes/17872/ShowTimes39390.html

Description: Premiere Cinema 18 at Basset Place is a brand new movie theatre that

offers a wide variety of movie showings.

Name of Activity: Starbucks

Location: 8401 Gateway Blvd. West, El Paso, TX 79925
Days and Times: all the days of the week

Fees: depends on the beverage you order

For More Information Contact: (915)-771-0542 or www.starbucks.com

Description: Starbucks is a café that offers a wide variety of beverage choices. It is the

perfect place to meet up with friends.



Name of Activity: Wyler Aerial Tramway
Location: 1700 McKinley Ave.

Days and Times:

Fees: Adults $7, 12 yrs and under $4

For More Information Contact:

www.tpwd.state.tx.us/spdest/findadest/parks/wyler_aerial tram

Description: It offers a view of 7,000 square miles, 2 countries and 3 states from the

5,632-foot elevation at the southern edge of the Franklin Mountains.

Name of Activity: Transmountain Road and Franklin Mountains State Park
Location: 1331 McKelligon Canyon Road

Days and Times: everyday from 8am to dusk

Fees: a small fee is charged

For More Information Contact: www.tpwd.state.tx.us/spdest/findadest/parks/franklin

Description: It’s a great place for hiking and picnicking and to get an up-close view of

the desert and mountains.

Name of Activity: El Paso Museum of Archaeology

Location: 4301 Transmountain Road

Days and Times: Tuesday to Saturday 9am—5pm; closed Sunday and Monday
Fees: Free Admission

For More Information Contact: www.elpasotexas.gov/arch_museum

Description: The El Paso Museum of Archaeology tells the story of the first inhabitants

of the El Paso area, greater Southwest, and Northern Mexico.

Name of Activity: El Paso Playhouse Theatre
Location: 2501 Montana Ave.

Days and Times: www.elpasoplayhouse.com




Fees: $7.50 per ticket
For More Information Contact:
Description: Provides a venue for artists, technicians, patrons and community members

to participate in the arts through regularly scheduled productions.

Name of Activity: Putt-Putt Golf and Games

Location: 8836 Montana

Days and Times:

Fees: Cost varies depending on activities

For More Information Contact:

Description: When you visit a Putt-Putt Fun Center, you choose fun. You may find go-

karts, batting cages, game rooms, laser tag, miniature golf and more.

Name of Activity: Lone Star Golf Course

Location: 1510 Hawkins Blvd.

Days and Times:

Fees: Green Fee weekday: $20 & weekend $24 + $9 for Cart

For More Information Contact: www.thelonestargolfclub.com

Description: This recently renovated clubhouse and course is the best value in El Paso.

It is both a challenging and fun course.

Name of Activity: Barnes and Noble

Location: Viscount Village 9521 Viscount

Days and Times: Sunday 10am-10pm, Monday-Saturday 9am-11pm
Fees:

For More Information Contact: 915-590-1932

Description: Bookstore and coffee house. 915-590-1932



Great gathering place also a great place to do research with their wide variety of

materials.

Name of Activity: Memorial Park

Location: 1701 N Copia Street

Days and Times:

Fees: free

For More Information Contact:

Description: Memorial park has many activities such as arts and craft fairs and sporting
events that are held there throughout the year. The park is a nice place to visit, throw a

couple of balls around or have a picnic. There is also an outdoor pool available for use.

Name of Activity: Nation Tobin Recreation Center

Location: 8831 Railroad Drive

Days and Times:

Fees: Depending on the activity

For More Information Contact:

Description: Nations Tobin is a recreation center as well as an outdoor pool. Cost for the
use of the pool varies. Many different activities such as folklorico, hip hop dance, indoor

soccer and yoga are offered for as little as $20 per month.

Name of Activity: Nolan Richardson Recreation Center and Park

Location: 4435 Maxwell Avenue

Days and Times:

Fees: Depends on the activity

For More Information Contact:

Description: Nolan Richardson offers a variety of indoor sports such as basketball,

soccer, volleyball and many more as well as several other activities.



District 3

Name of Activity: Cielo Vista Mall
Location:

Days and Times:

Fees:

For More Information Contact:

Description:

Name of Activity: Cinemark 14
Location:

Days and Times:

Fees:

For More Information Contact:

Description:

Name of Activity: Tinseltown USA
Location:

Days and Times:

Fees:

For More Information Contact:

Description:

Name of Activity: Lincoln Center
Location:
Days and Times:

Fees:



For More Information Contact:

Description: The Lincoln Center is composed of 6 outdoor and indoor volleyball courts,
3 basketball courts, a handball court, a Frisbee golf course, and an outdoor amphitheater.
There is also a teen gallery run by Elise Duran in which area teens get the chance to
display their work each month. Another contribution to the arts is the Mayor's Youth Art
Showcase. Events that take place include Flashdance and Midnight Basketball. They also

have a youth outreach afterschool program.

Name of Activity: Judge Edward S. Marquez Mission Valley Branch Library
Location:

Days and Times: open Tuesday to Saturday

Fees:

For More Information Contact:

Description: This library hosts the Super Nova Animation Teen Club every Wednesday
at 4:30p.m.

Name of Activity: Seville Recreation Center

Location:

Days and Times:

Fees:

For More Information Contact:

Description: The Seville Recreation Center is composed of a playground, a multipurpose
room, 2 small classrooms, and a gymnasium. They host a kids and teen party every last

Friday of the month in which pizza and cake is served. It’s from 5:30- 7:30p.m.

Name of Activity: Delta Pool- Indoor Aquatic Pool
Location:

Days and Times: Monday through Thursday from 5:00p.m. to 9:00p.m, and Saturday



and Sunday from 10:00a.m. until 2:00p.m.

Fees:

For More Information Contact:

Description: They offer Lap Swim Monday through Friday from 6:00a.m. to 1:00p.m.
Another thing they offer is Recreational swim Monday through Thursday from 5:00p.m.
until 8:00p.m. On Saturday and Sunday it is offered from 10:00a.m. until 2:00p.m.
Learner’s classes are also available. Water aerobics are offered from Monday through

Thursday from 6:30p.m.to 7:30p.m.

Name of Activity: Chamizal National Memorial

Location:

Days and Times:

Fees:

For More Information Contact:

Description: The Chamizal National Memorial Park hosts Flashdance every year in
which school dance teams throughout El Paso receive the opportunity to showcase their

talent by performing to two songs.

Name of Activity: Ascarate Municipal Golf Course (79905)
Location:

Days and Times:

Fees: $26 green fees* on weekends, $23 green fees* on weekdays, and $20 twilight fees*

* includes golf cart where available
For More Information Contact:

Description: 18 hole regulation length course, municipal golf course, 71 par, 6,565

yards, and Bermuda grass
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Name of Activity: Bart Reed’s Comic Strip Nightclub

Location: 9515 Gateway West (Between McRae & Viscount), El Paso, Texas 79925
Days and Times: Monday & Tuesday Closed (Normally), Wednesday & Thursday 8:30
p.m., Friday & Saturday 8:30 p.m. and 10:45 p.m., Sunday 7:30 p.m., Restaurant doors
open nightly at 6:00 p.m., showroom doors open at 7:00 p.m. (6:30 on Sun)

Fees: $6 to $24 depending on the show

For More Information Contact: http://comicstripelpaso.com, e-mail-
bartman@laff2nite.com, (915) 581-8877 (Reservation #), (915) 858-8405 (Comics only
booking line), (915) 587-4060 (Fax)

Description: Bart Reeds Comic Strip offers great comedy with limited regulations. You
must be at least 17 years to enter and 21 years to drink. Next, in order to enter there is an
enforced Nice Casual dress code. The comic strip is and event that every teen and adult

should experience once in there life.

Name of Activity: The El Paso Rhinos

Location: Sierra Providence Events Center, 4100 E. Paisano, El Paso, Texas 79905
Days and Times: Friday, Saturday, & Sunday, times vary depending on games schedule
Fees: $5 to $20

For More Information Contact: Website- elpasorhinos.com, e-mail-
info@elpasohockey.org, Office Number- (915) 479-PUCK (7825), and Fax Number-
(915) 225-4945

Description: The El Paso Rhinos are a junior A Tier III hockey team that has players
ranging from ages 16-20 years old. This is a great event for teens who mostly enjoy

sports or are interesting in seeing a great game of hockey and having a good time.
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District 4

Name of Activity: Junior Golf Academy

Location: Painted Dunes Desert Golf Course, 12000 McCombs Rd.
Days and Times:

Fees: $8 or $19

For More Information contact: www.painteddunes.com , or 915-821-2122 ask for Paco

Ortiz the Director of Golf Instruction

Description: This is designed for boys and girls ages 6-17 who want to learn golf.
Monthly sessions are offered all year. Participants learn swing fundamentals, short game
techniques, rules, and etiquette. Lessons include (5) two hour sessions with teaching
professional, on course time, clubs, golf balls, and refreshments for $59.00. For
experienced players, the golf course holds the “El Taco Tote Junior Development Tour”

each year.

Name of Activity: Model airplane flight

Location: Bumett Model Air Park, 11425 McCombs Rd.
Days and Times:

Fees:

For more information contact: www.eprcfyers.com , or 915-345-5201 ask for Frank

Martinez, the club president

Description: Do you like to fly model airplanes? Would you like to learn? Then this is
perfect for you! The group has won the AMA Gold Leader award. They have performed
shows at some of the local schools and they allow field trips to the air park. Currently
there are approximately 77 members; the youngest member is 8. Instructors are available
to show you how to fly all models including helicopters. The planes use all types of fuel
including electricity, gas, and nitro. Periodically they hold a quickly 500 race. The group

stresses safety first at all times. Contact the club president for fee information.
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Name of Activity: Karate

Location: North East Karate -The Family Center, Las Colinas Plaza (corner of Gateway
North and Kenworthy) Suite B4

Days and Times:

Fees: Contact number below for fees.

For more information contact: 915-822-8818

Description: Facility includes fitness, kickboxing, and karate.

Name of Activity: Café

Location: Lighthouse Café, Rush Fair Center (corner of Rushing and Fairbanks)
Days and Times:

Fees:

For more information contact:

Description: Caf¢ with free Wi-Fi. It hosts different events including musicians and

displays of art.

Name of Activity: Fitness

Location: Curves, 10765 Kenworthy

Days and Times:

Fees:

For more information contact:

Description: Women’s only fitness center. Youth can participate by themselves or join

with their mother under a special price. Visit location for more information on fees.
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District 5

Name of Activity: Gary Del Palacio Recreation Center

Location: 3001 Parkwood, El Paso, TX 79925

Days and Times:

Fees: $20 a month

For More Information Contact: 915-629-7312

Description: Gary Del Palacio Recreation Center offers kickboxing, salsa aerobics, yoga

lattés, tae-kwon-do, line dance, classic ballet, hip-hop, and rhythmic gymnastics.

Name of Activity: T and I Swimming indoor aquatic pool

Location: 9031 Viscount, El Paso, TX, 79925

Days and Times: Water aerobics: Monday, Wednesday, and Friday, 9am-10pm,;
Tuesday, Thursday, and Saturday, 9am-10am; Monday through Thursday, Spm-7pm,;
Recreation swimming: Monday, Wednesday, and Friday, 6:30am-9am, Thursday,
12:30pm-4pm, Saturday, 10am-2pm, and Sunday closed

Fees:

For More Information Contact: 915-598-1163

Description:
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District 6

Name of Activity: Blackie Chester Park and Carnival

Location: 9144 Escobar Dr. /110 N Zaragoza Rd.

Days and Times:

Fees: free for park/ varies for carnival

For More Information Contact:

Description: The park offers a nice place to play sports with family and friends as well
as there being softball tournaments and other organized activities on the weekends to go

watch. A few times a year there is a carnival held that has several rides and a lot of food.

Name of Activity: Ysleta Skate Park

Location: 9068 Socorro Rd.

Days and Times:

Fees: free

For More Information Contact:

Description: Ysleta offers a regular park as well as a skate park. The skate park has

many different features such as ramps and slides that are good for skaters.

Name of Activity: Teens In Action for a Healthy Community Inc.

Location: 9068 Socorro Rd.

Days and Times:

Fees: free

For More Information Contact: teensinact@yahoo.com

Description: Teens in Action is an organization targeted at underprivileged teens. It is in
cooperation with the Paso Del Norte Health Foundation and Action for Youth. Located in
Socorro they offer many activities for youth such as the Summerpalooza featuring some

of their musical talents and arts and crafts, Step It Up Dance, and the Youth Health Fair.
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Name of Activity: Ysleta Library’s Teen Hangout

Location: 9321 Alameda, El Paso, TX 79907

Days and Times: Saturdays from 3:00p.m.-5:00p.m.

Fees: Free

For More Information Contact: (915)-858-0905

Description: Teens can enjoy refreshments and games. Laptops are also available, but
teens under the age of 18 must have an Internet Permission form signed by a parent or

guardian.

Name of Activity: Gymnastics Elite

Location: 8340 Burnham Suite 300, El Paso TX, 79907

Days and Times: Monday- Saturday; times depend on the class(es) you take
Fees: $64- $105 a month depending on the number and type of classes you take

For More Information Contact: (915)-590-9056 or www.gymnasticselite.com

Description: Gymnastics Elite offers gymnastics and tumbling classes for all levels and

all ages.

Name of Activity: Shawver - INDOOR POOL

Location: 8100 Independence

Days and Times: vary during seasons

Fees: Regular admission: $1.50 per person, Swim Card : 12.50 for 10 admissions

For More Information Contact: (915) 860-2349

Description: Offer swimming classes, water aerobics, and pool party rentals. This indoor

pool is a great recreational place to either work out or spend time with friends and family.
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Name of Activity: Grandview - OUTDOOR POOL
Location: 3100 Jefferson

Days and Times: Monday to Friday 1:00 PM to 4:30 PM
Monday to Thursday 7:00 PM to 9:00 PM (Summer Schedule)
Saturday 12:00 to 5:00 PM

Sunday 1:00 PM to 6:00 PM

Fees: not listed

For More Information Contact: (915) 566-5586

Description:

Name of Activity: Pavo Real - OUTDOOR POOL

Location: 110 Presa

Days and Times: Monday to Friday 1:00 PM to 4:30 PM
Monday to Thursday 7:00 PM to 9:00 PM (Summer Schedule)
Saturday 12:00 to 5:00 PM

Sunday 1:00 PM to 6:00 PM

Fees:

For More Information Contact: (915) 858-6315

Description:

Name of Activity: Pavo Real - RECREATIION CENTER

Location: 9301 Alameda, El Paso TX, 79907

Days and Times:

Fees: prices depend on the classes

For More Information Contact: (915) 858-1929

Description: Pavo Real offers many classes, such as Racquetball, Ballet, Folklorico,

Karate, boxing, and after school activities.
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District 7

Name of Activity: Ysleta Library
Location:

Days and Times:

Fees:

For More Information Contact:

Description: There is a teen hangout Saturdays from 3:00-5:00p.m.

Name of Activity: Irving Schwartz Library
Location:

Days and Times:

Fees:

For More Information Contact:

Description: The Teen Hangout meets every Wednesday in January, 4:00 -6:00 pm.

Name of Activity: Lone Star Golf Club
Location:
Days and Times:

Fees: $36 green fees* on weekends, $33 green fees* on weekdays, and $25

twilight fees* (* includes golf cart where available)
For More Information Contact:

Description: 18 hole regulation length course, Municipal golf course, 71 par, and 6,411

yards
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Name of Activity: Vista Hills Country Club
Location:
Days and Times:

Fees: $47 green fees* on weekends and $37 green fees* on weekdays (* includes golf

cart where available)
For More Information Contact:

Description: 18 hole regulation length course, Private Equity golf course, 72 par, 7,032

yards, and Bermuda grass

Name of Activity: Putt Putt Golf and Games
Location:

Days and Times:

Fees:

For More Information Contact:

Description: putt putt Courses, Go Karts, Bumper Boats, Video Games, Birthday Parties

Name of Activity: Americas Incredible Pizza Company

Location: 1430 N. Lee Trevino Drive, El Paso, Texas 79936

Days and Times: Sunday thru Thursday ( the buffet is open 11:00 am to (9:00 pm
fairground stays open until 10:00 pm), Friday and Saturday ( the buffet is open 11:00 am
to 10:00 pm ,and fairgrounds stay open until 11:00 pm)

Fees: Buffet purchase required for entry
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For More Information Contact: http://www.ipcelpaso.com or E-mail-

info@ipcelpaso.com

Description: Description: Americas Incredible Pizza Company is a fun, and enjoyable
activity center for kids, teens, and adults. The center has a great buffet, with different
locations to eat. The center also offers great games and attractions such as: Route 66 Mini

Golf, Incredible Bowling, Go Kart Races, Bumper Cars, Video Games and much more.

Name of Activity: Cinemark Tinseltown USA

Location: 11855 Gateway West, El Paso, Texas 79936

Days and Times: Monday thru Sunday 11:00 am — Midnight and times vary depending
on movie schedule

Fees:

For More Information Contact:  Website- cinemark.com, e-mail-
236(@cinemark.com, or call Office Number- (915) 590-6464, Office Number- (915) 590-
4676, or Fax Number-(915) 590-6356

Description: Cinemark Tinseltown USA is a movie theater is a great location to see a
movie. The theater contains fantastic seating and a variety of movies to see. Tinseltown is

a theater that many teens like to go to on Friday nights.
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District 8

Name: Marwood Park

Location: 4325 River Bend Dr El Paso, TX 79922
Days and Times: Any Time

Fees:

For more Information Contact: (915) 541-4331

http://www.skateboardpark.com/skateboardpark/viewpark.asp?ID=3561 (someone’s ad)

Description: This skate park has a square grind rail, fun/kicker box, drop-in, 3 1/4 pipes,
4 ft spine transfer, and benches. There is also a baseball diamond, basketball courts, and
plenty of room for setting up a volleyball net or to play soccer. It’s also great for picnics.
If you’re stuck with younger siblings, they also have a jungle gym. It’s particularly
useful for birthday parties. Restrooms are not within the area but there are some

outhouses nearby.

Name: El Paso Desert Botanical Garden hours

Location: 4200 Doniphan Dr, El Paso, TX 79922

Days and Times:

September 1 — November 30: Saturdays and Sundays: 11:00 am to 5 pm
December 1 — March 31: Saturdays and Sundays: Noon to 3 pm

April 1 —May 31: Saturdays and Sundays: 11:00 am to 5 pm

June 1 — August 31: Saturdays and Sundays: 8 am to 11am

Fees: The price is $2 for adults; $1 for ages 2-12, seniors and military. Its’ free for
keystone heritage park members.

For information and to schedule tours and special events at the garden,

call 584-0563 or visit www.elpasobotanicalgardens.org

Description: This is a beautiful garden that is often used for receptions, special events

and weddings. However if you find yourself in need of a relaxing stroll along a plant
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sown walkway then you should come here. It is great for relieving the stresses of school,
homework, teachers, and life. If you’re an artist then you should consider bringing your
drawing utensils or paints and practice sill life in the gardens. The Keystone wetlands are

located beyond the fence in the north side of the park with 200 bird species

Name of Activity: Bowling
Location: Fiesta Lanes, 5850 Onix
Days and times: Weekdays 2pm to 12am (Thursdays open at 12pm)

Fees: Sunday is all day at $1 per game and $2.25 for shoes. Monday 2-6pm is $1.50 per
game and shoes; 6-close is $3.50 per game and $2.25 for shoes. Tuesday and
Wednesday are the same as Monday. Thursday from 2-6pm is $1.50 per game and
shoes; 8-close is $1 per game and $2.25 for shoes. Friday is the same as Monday except

for extreme bowling for $10 from 10pm until 2 am. Saturday is the same as Friday.
For more information contact: (915)842-9696

Description: Bowling is the perfect way to relieve stress and have a good time. You can

order pizza and just hang out with your friends.

Name: Fellini Film Café

Location: 220 Cincinnati

Days and Times: Mon.-Sat. 2-10pm

Fees:

For more information contact: (915) 544-5420,

http://www.guestlife.com/media/GuestLife/El-Paso/Annual-2006/Fellini-Film-Cafe/
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Description: Coffee& Tea Bar. Come and enjoy a true European-style cappuccino, fine
food and choose from one of the largest collections anywhere of foreign and alternative
movies. It’s an art-house video boutique on one side and on the other side a cozy café

with a friendly atmosphere. It is one of a kind.

Name: Judge Morris A Galatzan Recreation Center
Location: 650 Wallenberg El Paso, TX 79912

Days and Times: Monday — Friday, 06:00 AM-06:00 PM
Fees:

For more information contact: garciacl@elpasotexas.gov

Description: They have pool tables, a soccer field and a gym.

Name: Leo Cancellare Memorial Pool

Location: 650 Wallenberg Dr. El Paso Texas, 79912
Days and times:

Lap Swim Schedule:

Monday - Thursday  4:45 AM - 12:00 PM 7:30 PM - 9:15 PM
Friday 5:00 AM - 9:45 AM

Saturday 10:00 AM - 11:45 PM

Sunday  10:00 AM - 12:45 PM

Recreation Time:

Monday - Thursday  7:30 PM - 9:15 PM

Monday - Friday 1:00 PM - 4:30 PM**

(**Recreational Swim Monday - Friday will begin at the end of the school year and
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continue through the summer only.)
Saturday 12:00 PM - 5:00 PM

Sunday  1:00 PM - 6:00 PM

Regular Admission: $1.50 per person
Water Slide:  $1.00

Swim Card: $12.50 for 10 Admissions
Fees:

For more information contact: Phone: (915) 584-9848,

http://www.ci.el-paso.tx.us/parks/leo_cancellare.asp

Description: Come swim, if you can’t then they also have lessons.

Name: The Ballet Box

Location: THE BALLET BOX 212 Baltimore Ave. El Paso, TX 79912
Days and Times: Depends on your level so you will need to contact them
Fees:

For more information: http://balletboxelpaso.com/index.html , 915.422.3338,

balletbox@hotmail.com

Description: If you always wanted to learn ballet and be tested on your skills then this is
perfect. There are different levels and in order to move to the next to have to prove your
stuff in a placement exam. The schedules are done to match the school year. It’s a

progressive, sequential training program. Come here if you want to improve in ballet.

Name: Creative Kids Program/ Art Classes
Location: 504 San Francisco Ave. (Creative Kids)

Days and Times: Bi-weekly classes, 2-3 hours long.
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Off-site classes held in school districts and the E1 Paso Museum of Art
Fees:
For more information: (915) 533-9575

E-mail: Drecg@aol.com (Andrea Gates)

Description: Creative Kids is a non-profit organization, targeting disabled and
disadvantaged youths, but open to the general El Paso population. Art classes are hosted
on-site and off, with the class curriculum consisting of introductions to certain artists and
follow-up art projects focusing on those same artists. Art activities include roller printing,

sculpting, print making, painting with oil pastels, and constructing mosaic tile murals.

Name: Teen Art Class (What a Dish! Art Sampler for Teens (Ages 13-18)

Location: El Paso Museum of Art

Days and Times: This particular workshop begins on January 2™ and ends on February
23" every Saturday from 1:00-3:00 PM.

Fees: The non-member fee is $85 and the member fee is $68.

For more information contact: wilsonnx@elpasotexas.gov or the museum’s main

phone number:

Description: This is only one of a plethora of art classes offered at the El Paso Museum
of Art. It has been formed with teenagers in mind, however. Teens are invited to “get
creative” by exploring different media—drawing, painting, sculpting, you name it. Feel

free to explore the museum’s other workshops as well by following this link:

Name: Book Bunch

Location: El Paso Museum of Art

Days and Times: Thus far, the days are January 17" and February 21* (Thursdays).
Each session begins at 1:30 PM and ends at 3:30 PM.

Fees: Free for members and $10 a session for non-members.

For more information contact: The Education Department at 532-1707 or follow the
link: www.elpasoartmuseum.org

Description: These sessions are for those interested in art, books, and socializing with

those with those common interests. Simply appear at these sessions with the assigned
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book in tow and explore the hidden meanings and symbols behind some of your favorite

art and the artists’ scandalous lives. Artists under scrutiny include Matisse and Picasso.

Name: El Paso History Museum
Location:

Days and Times:

Fees:

For more information contact:

Description:

Name: Magoffin Home State Historical Site

Location: 1120 Magoffin Avenue

El Paso TX 79901

Days and Times: 9:00 AM to 4:00 PM Thursday, Friday, Saturday and Sunday

Or by appointment only on Wednesday

Fees: Entrance fees are $3 per day, per person 13 and older and for Group or School
Sponsored Trips it is $1 - $5 per person.

For More Information Contact:

http://www.tpwd.state.tx.us/spdest/findadest/parks/magoffin_home/ or 915/533-5147

Description: The Magoffin Home is a state historical site, dating back to 1875. The 1.5
acre property was purchased jointly by the City of El Paso and the state of Texas in 1976.

Guided tours provide information on the three generations of Magoffin to occupy
the home. Information is also provided on James Wiley Magoffin, trader and merchant on
the Santa Fe and Chihuahua Trails and founder of Magoffinsville, which later became El
Paso. Tours show off the house, furnished with the family’s original furnishings and
decorative art.

In addition to the guided tours of the home, the Casa Magoftin Companeros
(Friends of the Magoffin Home) host several annual events at the home including a

Victorian Tea in May and a Holiday Tea and Reception in December.
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Problem Statement:

The mall, the movies, and the parties—these are the three most popular
entertainment choices among El Paso teens. Constant repetition of these sole components
can be enough to send anyone into the doldrums. After all, what else is there for El Paso
teens to do? It’s not as though we have a designated area to be productive and social
simultaneously. As a result, many teens fall into drugs and alcohol abuse from a lack of
positive atmosphere and substantial activity. There is a view that teenage pregnancy is
especially high here. This is the result from a lack of stimulating and intriguing activities
that the city offers. The younger generations will determine the future of the city. If
everyone has their mind set on leaving El Paso to pursue greater things, there will not be
a population to sustain. The quality of life is the greatest factor that has the most obvious
impact upon teens.

For these reasons, the El Paso Youth Council wants to create a secure atmosphere
within at least one library per district. This will make inability to travel to the destination
obsolete as everyone will have this teen-friendly environment in close proximity. There
will finally be another alternative on Friday night than just another party out in the desert.
Parents can rest assured knowing that their children are not out participating in
scandalous activities.

Another beneficial effect that will derive from this creation is a heightened literacy
rate among El Paso teens. Many of us feel that the library is a drabby location where the
elderly or children doing science fair projects go. This hinders library attendance of teens.
Teens also do not wish to be ‘shushed’ by librarians. This is a very social stage in life

where the ability to talk to friends is quintessential. However, if the atmosphere was more
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relaxed it would most definitely lure in teens by the hundreds. Resulting from this
increased attendance, more teens will have the desire to read. Evidently, nothing but good

can come out of this.
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Scope of Services:
The El Paso Youth Council would like to see many new additions to at least one

public library in each district. Among these new adjustments, we would like to see a
coffee shop that would offer a variety of beverages. To prevent the damage of books
because of drinks, we suggest that the coffee shop area be a socialization spot. This
would be perfect for study breaks. In addition, we would like to see homework help
offered in libraries. The tutors could be teenage volunteers from the local high schools.
There could be tutors available every day in the after school hours. SAT/ACT preparation
classes could also be offered every Saturday for a certain time period. It would also be
helpful if college application, scholarship, and internship help could be offered from time
to time.

If there was more teen involvement, there could also be a variety of clubs offered. For
example, there could be a poetry club. The poetry club could also offer extra activities
such as movie nights and “open mic” nights. The “open mic” nights could consist of slam
poetry and even karaoke. There could also be an art club. The art club could collaborate
and work on a creative piece. The art club could also offer art exhibits at the libraries
every so often. They could also sell the artwork, for reasonable prices, to help pay for any
expenses. To advertise more teen involvement in the libraries, someone could create a
unique flyer stating what each library has to offer. Also, if there were book request boxes
at every library, more teens could ask for books that they would like to see on the shelves
of that library. If there are more books that appeal to teens, then more teens will visit the

libraries and take part in all the activities to be offered.
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Comparison of Other Cities:

The Youth Advisory Council (YAC) of Abilene is a board of approximately
twenty-five members that are interested in learning about municipal government, serving
their community and becoming leaders among their peers. YAC brings a valuable youth
perspective to the City Council and to other elected leaders in their community. Members
are middle and high school students from the Abilene Independent School District, Wylie
Independent School District, and Eula Independent School District. Members must be at
least twelve years of age but not older than nineteen. Council members must be in good

standing with their respective school and have an 80.0 grade point average.

The Abilene library also dedicates certain nights to certain activities, such as the
Steps, Steps, Steps! This is a steeping or step-dancing class, which is a form of percussive
dance in which the participant's entire body is used as an instrument to produce complex
rhythms and sounds through a mixture of footsteps, spoken word, and hand claps. Janelle
Sands explains the appeal of “stepping” along with its origins. She and her students also
present several interpretive dances during this Black History Month program. It is free

and open to all ages.

They also have the Teen Anime Club. This monthly club discusses Japanese
animation, art, and J-rock, has a Manga-of-the-Month, shares tips about costumes,
favorite manga, anime, and more. Every month, teens can watch a new anime show
straight from the distributor. They also share their favorite anime characters, show off
their fan art, and find out the latest news of anime. This is for ages twelve to eighteen,

and it is free of charge.
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And, last but not least, there is the Teen Book Club. There are no teachers, no AR
points, no pressure . . . just books they want to read and friends they can talk with about
their favorite books. They pick the books the group reads each month. They have pizza

and share their thoughts on the books. It is for ages twelve to eighteen and is at no cost.

At the George W. Hawkes Central Library, they also have monthly game nights
for all-ages. Prizes are awarded to the top scorers in each division. There are three

divisions:

e Super Smash Brothers Melee
There are four-player open qualifier rounds with three stock five minute matches.
Top players advance to head-to-head semifinals to determine the winner.

e Wi Sports Tournament
Players qualify in bowling with the winners advancing to the semifinals in tennis.
Top scorers advance to boxing finals to decide the winner.

*  And guitar hero, where the person with the highest score is the winner.

They also provide fun craft activities such as the Duct tape alert! Teens learn to make a
purse, a wallet, or even sandals out of duct tape. Teens have the opportunity to make

some cool duct tape items! Registration is required for this activity.

In the city of Arlington teens ages fourteen to eighteen, who have what it takes to

help other teens get creative. Volunteering in the Studio is a fun way for them to get
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service hours, and also a way for them to learn new skills. They are willing to train

volunteers to assist others in these areas.

The Teen Library Council is a group of teens who meet at their library. Their aim
is to expand the library’s collection of books, movies, music, and magazines to reflect the
changing interests of teens. They also want to provide exciting, interesting, and
informative programs to share with the public. Depending on the location and time,
meetings are different. While usually informal, Teen Library Council meetings are
simply a place for them and their friends to give suggestions for future programs and
suggest new material. Sometimes, refreshments are served and their favorite CD's or

radio stations are played.

In Wichita Falls Texas, they offer weekly activities for teens that consist of: Teen
winter reading, Creative writing club, Anime Club, Kitchen club, Teen crafts, and Chess

Club.

The City of Irving Parks and Recreation Department is currently building a Teen
Center. The facility will include a gym, fitness room, game room, activity room,
TV/movie room, computer lab, and lounge area. In addition, the Lively Pointe Youth
Center currently has a Skate Park adjacent to the facility. The city also has an Irving
Youth Action Council made up of (twenty-one) teens that give an input on Teen related

issues. The city has many Teen programs, as well as Teen Special Events.

The City of Dallas Texas plans to open its fifth center at their Skillman Branch

Library. Students at both surrounding schools and teens in the area will benefit form the
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center’s career and like skills programs. The centers teach teens important life skills and
provide them with the opportunity to address concerns in positive ways. “At risk” teens
interact with positive roles models, including library staff and academic and professional
members of the community, who provide guidance and advice. Centers also provide
interview training, job fairs, help with college and scholarship applications, and

assistance with creative writing, public speaking, web design, and other activities.
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Potential Funding Sources:

The proposed project entails funding and we have researched the possibilities of
acquiring funds for the components of the project from outside organizations, both public
and private. Our primary source will be organizations which provide grants. Through the
El Paso Community Foundation, we will send a “Letter of Inquiry,” the target being the
Burkitt Foundation. The foundation is an ideal source as according to its mission: it
prioritizes providing money for, “More effective ways of doing things... where a
moderate amount of grant money can have an impact...that show collaboration with other
organizations.”

We also intend to follow in the footsteps of such associations as “Skyline
Optimist of El Paso” which applied for a grant from the privately run Paso Del Norte
Health Foundation. “Skyline’s” project ran along the same lines as ours—that is, it was
aimed at the teenagers and providing them with activities, a “basketball and books”
program, and tutoring and SAT preparatory classes. Although the project differed from
ours in that it was focused on providing youths with technology, the main interests were
similar. It was a branch off of “Action for Youth” and received $70,000 in grant money.
The libraries and recreation centers of El Paso could play their part as well, by
advertising the cause and asking for donations. The Starbucks Foundation Grants, one
known to have given library grants, is another group which could aid us. It is known for
giving funds to programs for youth involving literacy, the arts, and communication; all of
which are important to the project we propose.

Philanthropy focusing in on the teenagers of El Paso is certainly a worthy goal,

one which companies like Western Refining Oil Company cannot necessarily boast of
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aiding. Because of this, CEO Paul L. Foster could very well welcome the opportunity to
donate funds to our cause. As could the CEO of Hunt Building Corporation, Woody
Hunt; and Bill Sanders, both of whom were behind the founding of Paso Del Norte.

The scope of services portion outlined the activities we propose to initiate in the
libraries. The cost and/or disadvantages of certain services can be minimized or
completely eliminated. For example, because high school tutors may not be available at
all convenient times for homework and application help, collaboration could be made
with both UTEP and EPCC and their students. There are those who hold on-campus
tutoring sessions and could be willing to give their time to the libraries to help high
school students. Furthermore, the problem of space could be partially reduced if certain
activities and events herein introduced are held not only inside library property but
outside the actual buildings. Tents and tables could be set up, thus minimizing the use of

space.
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S.W.O.T analysis

While drafting our proposal, we performed the S.W.O.T analysis that consists of
strengths, weaknesses, opportunities and threats.

Strengths in our proposal include a teen wide hang out center and teen input by
“real teens.” This is a great alternative teen hangout center as opposed to parties and other
unsupervised activities. We also have administrative support, as well as staff support, and
existing programs that we can branch off from.

With strengths also come several weaknesses. Some libraries have no space
available for a teen center, so we will have to make accommodations with each individual
library. The lack of funding is another weakness, for which we are addressing by
applying for grants and other sources of funding. Several assigned staff members will
need to be assigned to the teen center in order to supervise and coordinate the activities.
This poses as another weakness, due to the fact that there is a certain lack of staff and

resources.

There are many opportunities that can be seen from creating more teen centers in
branches all over El Paso. First, teens will have the freedom to talk freely amongst their
peers, friends, and classmates. They will have the opportunity to get help from on the site
tutors to help them excel in school. They will also be given the opportunity to meet new
people while having fun playing games, watching movies, and hanging out. While these
opportunities help to strengthen the idea of having more teen center, there are also threats

that must be taken in to account.
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With any proposed project, there are threats that might jeopardize the project from
happening. The lack of space is a threat that must be considered. While some libraries
might have space within their branches, others might not. A potential threat that might
affect the project is the lack of staff. The fact that some branches have minimal staff on
hand threatens the possible idea of having a teen center in many libraries in El Paso.
Next, funding is another threat that should be considered. With a city’s tight budget, will

there be room and enough money to create teen centers in branches all over El Paso?
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