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SPECIAL JOINT CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 
OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EL PASO, TEXAS 

AND 
THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF LAS CRUCES, NEW MEXICO 

MAIN LIBRARY BRANCH AUDITORIUM 
501 NORTH OREGON, EL PASO, TX 

APRIL 15, 2009 
 
The City Council met at the above place and date.  Meeting was called to order at 1:40 p.m.  Mayor John 
Cook present and presiding and the following Council Members answered roll call:  Ann Morgan Lilly, Susie 
Byrd, Emma Acosta, Eddie Holguin, Jr., Steve Ortega, and Beto O’Rourke.  Absent:  Melina Castro and 
Rachel Quintana (requested to be excused). 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
1. Discussion and action regarding the possible extension of the Rail Runner Commuter Rail System 

from Albuquerque, New Mexico through Las Cruces and into El Paso, Texas. 
 
Motion made by Representative Acosta, seconded by Representative Lilly, and unanimously carried to 
PREPARE a Resolution of support for consideration on the City Council Agenda for the Road Runner 
Commuter Rail.   
 
Mayor Cook and Representatives O’Rourke, Ortega, Byrd, and Acosta commented. 
 
Mr. Roy Gilyard, El Paso Metropolitan Planning Organization Director, commented. 
 
Las Cruces Mayor Ken Miyagishima and Las Cruces Councillors Nathan Small, Miguel Silva, Gil Jones, 
Sharon Thomas, Dolores Archuleta,  
 
The following Las Cruces City staff members commented: 
 

1. Mr. Mike Bartholomew, Transit Administrator 
2. Mr. Tom Murphy, Metropolitan Planning Organization Officer 

 
The following speakers commented: 
 

1. New Mexico State Representative Jeff Steinborn 
2. Mr. Mike Gallagher, New Mexico State Department of Transportation 
3. Ms. Dara Parker, Congressional Staffer for U. S. Senator Jeff Bingaman, commented. 
4. Mr. Richard Wessler, Burlington Northern Railroad (Fort Worth, Texas, headquarters) 
5. New Mexico State Senator Stephen Fischmann 

 
The following members of the public commented: 
 

1. Mr. John Hamilton, Las Cruces resident 
2. Dr. Patrick Curran, Retired Magistrate Judge for Las Cruces 



3. Mr. David Henderson, candidate for El Paso Mayor 
4. Mr. Jedediah Leachman 
5. Ms. Rosalie Underwood 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
2. Discussion and action regarding the Camino Real Landfill in Sunland Park, New Mexico.   
 
Mayor Cook and Representatives Ortega, Acosta, Byrd, and Lilly commented. 
 
Ms. Ellen Smyth, Director of Environmental Services, commented. 
 
Las Cruces Mayor Ken Miyagishima commented. 
 
Mr. Patrick Peck, Solid Waste Director for Dona Ana County Corralitos Landfill, commented. 
 
NO ACTION was taken on the item. 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Motion made by Mayor Pro Tempore Byrd, seconded by Representative Lilly, and unanimously carried to 
adjourn this meeting at 3:47 p.m. 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
 
APPROVED AS TO CONTENT: 
 
 
 
______________________________ 
Richarda Duffy Momsen, City Clerk 
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