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CITY OF EL PASO, TEXAS 
AGENDA ITEM DEPARTMENT HEAD’S SUMMARY FORM 

 
 
DEPARTMENT:   Development Services / Planning Division 
 
AGENDA DATE:   Introduction 05/08/07; Public Hearing 05/22/07 
 
CONTACT PERSON/PHONE: Christina Valles, Lead Planner – 541-4930 

DISTRICT(S) AFFECTED: District 8 
 

SUBJECT: 
 

An Ordinance vacating the portion of the alley consisting of a twenty foot wide alley 
within Block 262 Campbell Addition, City of El Paso, El Paso County, Texas. 
 
Subject Property: North of Yandell Drive and West of Ochoa Street.  Applicant: 
Watchtower of the Rio Grande.  SUB06-00131 (District 8) 
 
BACKGROUND / DISCUSSION: 
The City Plan Commission, at the January 18, 2007 hearing, voted (5-0) to approve the proposed 
alley vacation, with conditions, concurring with the DCC recommendation. 
See Attached report. 

 
PRIOR COUNCIL ACTION: 
N/A 
 
AMOUNT AND SOURCE OF FUNDING: 
N/A 

 
BOARD / COMMISSION ACTION: 

Development Coordinating Committee (DCC) – Approval Recommendation  
 City Plan Commission (CPC) – Approval Recommendation  

 
 

*******************REQUIRED AUTHORIZATION******************** 
 
LEGAL:  (if required) N/A FINANCE:  (if required) N/A 
 
 
DEPARTMENT HEAD: R. Alan Shubert 
 
 
APPROVED FOR AGENDA:  N/A 
 















 
 
SUB06-00131 
 
 
Legal Description: A 20-foot alley within Block 262,Campbell Addition, City of El 

Paso, El Paso County, Texas.   
Type Request: Alley Vacation 
Property Owner:   The City of El Paso 
Applicant:    Watchtower of the Rio Grande 
Representative:   The Gilbert Law Firm 
Surveyor:    Jerry Cutts 
Location: North of Yandell Drive and West of Ochoa Street 
Representative District:  8 
Planning Area:   Central 
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GENERAL INFORMATION: 
 
The applicant, the Watchtower of the Rio Grande, proposes to vacate a 20-foot alley in its entirety 
from Montana to Yandell. The applicant has sited drainage, traffic and safety concerns for cause of 
the proposed alley vacation. The El Paso Water Utilities, El Paso Electric Company, and Texas Gas 
Service have indicated that utility facilities exist within the right-of-way and must retain an easement. 
The applicant is proposing to retain a 10-foot wide utility easement along the eastern boundary of the 
alley. 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 
 
The Development Coordinating Committee recommends approval of the vacation of the 20-foot alley 
within Block 262, Campbell Addition in its entirety with the following conditions:  
 

1. Retaining the full width and length of the alley as a drainage easement. 
2. Retaining a 10-foot wide utility easement for Texas Gas Service Company and providing a 

metes and bounds description for the aforementioned easement, prior to the appraisal, 
provided that the City Plan Commission recommends approval of the vacation request. 

3. Requiring that any relocation of existing utility services be done at the applicant’s expense. 
  

Planning Division– Land Development Comments and Requirements: 
 

1. The alley area to be vacated shall be retained as a drainage easement. 
2. The alley vacation is in Flood Zone C “Areas of Minimal Flooding.” 

 
El Paso Water Utilities Comments: 
 
Water 
There is an existing 6-inch diameter water main along the entire length of the alley proposed to be 
vacated. EPWU-PSB records indicate that there are three (3) active water services (meters) 
connected to the above described water main.  
 
Sanitary Sewer 
There is an existing 6-inch diameter sanitary sewer main along the entire length of the alley proposed 
to be vacated. 
 
General: 
The applicant has the intent to acquire ownership of the above described sanitary sewer main and 
abandon the above described water main located along the alley.  EPWU-PSB requires a request in 
writing in which the applicant agrees to accept the sewer main as a private sewer line.  EPWU-PSB is 
coordinating with the applicant the transfer of ownership of the sewer main and the relocation of the 
water services. The applicant is responsible for all the cost associated with the cutting and plugging, 
depreciation of the water main, as well as the relocation of the water services.  EPWU does not object to 
the proposed alley vacation. 
 
El Paso Electric: 
 
El Paso Electric Company has existing facilities in this alley. EPE will reroute these facilities from the 
alley at the expense of the parties requesting the vacation. We have no objection to the vacation 
request.  Other utilities exist in the alley including ATT and Time Warner which are attached to our 
pole facilities. The applicant will also have to reroute the facilities. 
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Texas Gas Service: 
 
The existing gas facilities can be replaced within the alley adjacent to the St. Clements Center for 
Excellence if the new main remains in a 10-foot utility easement adjacent to the east property line of 
the vacated alley as referenced in an email dated December 20, 2006 from Mr. J. Ivan Alcocer to Mr. 
Gonzalez. “As per our conversation earlier this morning, Texas Gas Service proposes to replace the 
existing 6” main line within the alley adjacent to the above referenced property. This can be carried 
out at TGS’ expense provided that the line remains in a 10’ utility easement adjacent to the east 
property line of the vacated alley. If available, I would like to get a construction schedule so that we 
can begin our preparations. Please call me if you have any questions.”  Provided these conditions are 
adhered to, and any others not stated within this letter that were agreed upon between Mr. Gonzalez 
and Mr. Alcocer, Texas Gas Service Company does not object to the alley vacation mentioned above. 
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