
STUDY: HOW COMMUNITIES WITH LARGE MILITARY 
POPULATIONS ARE AFFECTED BY DEPLOYMENTS 

  

Who is sponsoring this study? Institute of Medicine of the National Academy of Sciences 

What is the purpose of the study?  In June of 2008, Congress mandated that research be undertaken to 
learn how the deployment patterns for Operation Iraqi Freedom (OIF) and Operation Enduring Freedom 
(OEF) in Afghanistan have affected service members, their families, and their communities (see: 
http://www.dod.gov/dodgc/olc/docs/pl110-181.pdf (section 1661)) .  Phase I of the study was a 
preliminary assessment of the physical, mental health, and other readjustment needs of the veterans, 
service members, and their families. This phase was completed in 2010 by the Institute of Medicine. A 
written report and recommendations for Congress can be found at the following link: 
(http://www.iom.edu/Reports/2010/Returning-Home-from-Iraq-and-Afghanistan-Preliminary-
Assessment.aspx).    

Phase II will include a comprehensive assessment of the different physical and mental health outcomes of 
service members and their families. It also will explore the social and economic effects on six different 
communities from which service members have been deployed.  This portion of the study is being 
conducted by Westat, a social sciences research company based in Rockville, Maryland, which is under 
contract to the Institute of Medicine. 

Why was El Paso chosen? Your community was selected because of its proximity to Ft. Bliss, from 
which units have been deployed numerous times to these two combat theatres  

When is the site visit to El Paso? Dr. Cynthia Robins and Jennifer Berktold will be visiting El Paso 
from May 8-14, 2012.  

How can El Paso residents contribute to the study? We are interested in learning community 
leaders’ and ordinary citizens’ views on how the OIF/OEF deployments have affected the community. 
We are particularly interested in the perceived effects on commerce (including the effects on local 
business and industry as well as the workforce), community infrastructure (e.g., emergency service 
personnel), access to health care services, and the impact these deployments may have had on families 
with young children. We are also interested in the ways in which your community has responded to 
these potential challenges, including the development of any new formal supports and services, as well 
as the ways in which the community may have come together informally to help address these 
emerging needs.  

Where can additional information be obtained?  Please call Dr. Cynthia Robins at 301-738-3524 
(email: cynthiarobins@westat.com) or Jennifer Berktold at 301-294-3964 (email: 
jenniferberktold@westat.com)  

 


