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CITY OF EL PASO, TEXAS 
AGENDA ITEM DEPARTMENT HEAD’S SUMMARY FORM  

 
 
DEPARTMENT: Development Services Department, Planning Division 
 
AGENDA DATE: Introduction:  April 22 2008 

Public Hearing:  May 13, 2008 

CONTACT PERSON/PHONE: Arturo Rubio, 541-4633 

DISTRICT(S) AFFECTED: 2  
 
 

SUBJECT: 
An Ordinance granting special permit No. ZON08-00002, to allow for a Personal Wireless 
Telecommunication Facility and equipment shelter on the property described as a portion of Lot 8, Block 8, 
Butterfield Trail Industrial Park, Unit 2, City of El Paso, El Paso County, Texas.  The penalty is as provided 
for in Chapter 20.24 of the El Paso City Code. Subject Property: #15 Leigh Fisher Boulevard. Applicants: 
City of El Paso, Verizon Wireless ZON08-00002 (District 2) 

 
BACKGROUND / DISCUSSION: 
See attached report. 

PRIOR COUNCIL ACTION:  
N/A 

 
AMOUNT AND SOURCE OF FUNDING:  
N/A 

 
BOARD / COMMISSION ACTION:  
Development Coordinating Committee (DCC) – Unanimous Approval Recommendation 

 City Plan Commission (CPC) – Approval Recommendation (6-1) 
 
 
 

*******************REQUIRED AUTHORIZATION********** ********** 
 
LEGAL:    N/A  FINANCE:   N/A 
 
DEPARTMENT HEAD:   Patricia D. Adauto, Deputy City Manager 
    Development & Infrastructure Services 
 
   ______________________________________________________________________ 
 
APPROVED FOR AGENDA: 
 
CITY MANAGER:  ___________________________________ DATE:  _______________ 
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M E M O R A N D U M  
 
 
DATE: April 14, 2008 
 
TO:   The Honorable Mayor and City Council 

Joyce A. Wilson, City Manager 
 
FROM:  Arturo Rubio, Planner 
 
SUBJECT: ZON08-00002 
    
 
The City Plan Commission (CPC), on March 13, 2008, voted 6-1 to recommend APPROVAL  
of special permit to allow for a Personal Wireless Telecommunication Facility and equipment 
shelter on the subject property. 
 
The CPC found that the special permit requested is in conformance with The Plan for El Paso 
Citywide land use goals, that El Paso: “provide a pattern of commercial and office 
development which best serves community needs and which complements and serves all other 
land uses.”  The CPC found that the proposed special permit will not have an adverse impact 
on the natural environment, social and economic conditions, and property values in the vicinity 
and in the city as a whole.  The CPC also determined that the special permit protects the best 
interest, health, safety, and welfare of the public in general. 
 
 
There was no opposition to this request. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Attachment:  Staff Report 
 

  CITY COUNCIL  

 JOHN COOK  ANN MORGAN LILLY , DISTRICT 1 

 MAYOR SUSANNAH M. BYRD, DISTRICT 2
  VACANT, DISTRICT 3 
 JOYCE WILSON  MELINA CASTRO, DISTRICT 4 
 CITY MANAGER RACHEL QUINTANA , DISTRICT 5
  EDDIE HOLGUIN, JR., DISTRICT 6 
 PAT D. ADAUTO STEVE ORTEGA, DISTRICT 7 
 DEPUTY CITY MANAGER BETO O’ROURKE, DISTRICT 8 
DEVELOPMENT &  INFRASTRUCTURE SERVICES 
 
       VACANT  
DEPUTY  DIRECTOR,  PLANNING                                                              DEVELOPMENT SERVICES 

      PLANNING DIVISION  
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ZON07-00002       
 
Application Type: Special Permit/Detailed Site Development Plan  
Property Owners: City of El Paso 
Representative: Les F. Gutierrez 
Legal Description A portion of Lot 8, Block 8, Butterfield Trail Industrial 

Park, Unit Two, City of El Paso, El Paso County, Texas 
Location:  #15 Leigh Fisher Boulevard 
Representative District: 2    Area: 0.0241 acres 
Zoning: M-1 (Light Manufacturing)  
Present Use: Warehouse 
Request: Personal Wireless Telecommunication Facility and 

equipment shelter 
Recognized Neighborhood 
Associations Contacted: A Presidential Neighborhood Association  
Public Response: None 
Surrounding Land Uses: North: M-1, warehouse; South: M-1, vacant; East: M-1, 

warehouse West: M-1, warehouse 
Year 2025 Designation:  Industrial (Central Planning Area) 
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General Information: 
The applicant requests a special permit/detailed site development plan for a ground mounted 
personal wireless telecommunication facility and equipement shelter. The site plan proposes a 
1,050 squared foot area in which a 49’ 6” antenna will be located. The antenna will be 
camouflaged as a stealth light pole.  The set backs are as follows: front 95’ 6”, rear 195’ 7”, 
side abutting street 137’5” and 308’ 11” side. Required set backs for facility are based on M-1 
(Light Manufacturing) zoning district which requires set backs as follows: front 15, rear 10 and 
side 10.  Per 20.10.455, G. “The PWSF antenna support structure and appurtenant antennas 
shall not exceed 150’ in height, except as provided in G.1.e. or G.1.f.”  Access is proposed via 
Leigh Fisher Boulevard through proposed access easement.  The access easement proposed 
is to be included on sub lease agreement and is shown on submitted detailed site plan. There 
are no zoning conditions currently on this property.  
 
The applicant is requesting a special permit/detailed site plan for a new Personal Wireless 
Service Facility (PWSF) as they were unable to collocate with an existing antenna located to 
the  rear of subject property.  The applicant stated that the existing PWSF to the rear of 
property does not meet their needs as it is only 40’ and would not allow Verizon adequate 
coverage.  The surrounding property owner is the City of El Paso and El Paso International 
Airport. The City Manger was contacted on the development and has reviewed and signed 
application.  The Airport Authority was contacted and development plans were submitted and 
approved. 
 
Staff Recommendation: 
The Development Coordinating Committee (DCC) recommends APPROVAL of this special 
permit/detailed site plan request. 
 
The recommendation is based on the following: 
 

• The special permit/detailed site plan request meets the minimum requirements of the 
personal wireless service facilities code 20.10.455 and detailed site plan code 
20.04.150 of the City of El Paso Ordinance. 

 
• The Plan for El Paso City-Wide Land Use Goals recommends that El Paso “provide a 

pattern of commercial and office development which best serves community needs 
and which complements and serves all other land uses.” 

 
• The Year 2025 Projected General Land Use Map for the Central Planning Area 

designates this property for Industrial land uses. 
 

• M-1 (Light Manufacturing) zoning permits a ground mounted personal wireless 
service facility by special permit/detailed site plan. 

 
Findings: 
The City Plan Commission must determine the following: 
 

1. Will the special permit for a ground mounted personal wireless telecommunication 
facility and equipment shelter protect the best interest, health, safety and welfare of 
the public in general? 

2. Will the special permit for a ground mounted personal wireless sevice facility be 
compatible with adjacent land uses? 
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3. What is the relation of the proposed special permit to the City’s Comprehensive 
Plan? 

4. What effects will the proposed special permit have on the natural environment, 
social and economic conditions and property values in the vicinity and the city as a 
whole? 

Development Services - Building Permits and Inspections Division: 
Zoning Review: Wireless telecommunication antenna and equipment shelter permitted on M-1 
(Light Manufacturing) district.  Must comply with chapter 20.10.700 of the City of El Paso 
Municipal Code and provide one off street parking space (for use on maintenance vehicles).  
Meets minimum set back requirements. 
Landscaping: No comments received. 
 
Development Services - Planning Division: 
Current Planning:  Recommends approval. The proposed use is compatible with surrounding 
development and in conformance with the projected land use for the area. The ground 
mounted personal wireless service facility meets the minimum requirements of the El Paso 
City Ordinance 20.10.455 (Personal Wireless Telecommunication Facility) and 20.04.150, 
detailed site development plan. 
Land Development: No comments received. 
 
Engineering Department, Traffic Division: 
No objection to proposed wireless telecom antenna and equipment shelter installations.  
 
Fire Department: 
No comments received. 
 
El Paso Water Utilities: 
EPWU-PSB does not object to this request. 
 
Parks: 
No comments received. 
 
Sun Metro: 
No comments received. 
 
El Paso Airport Authority: 
No comments received. 
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List of Attachments: 
Attachment 1: Site Plan 
Attachment 2: Side Elevations 
Attachment 3: Application 
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Attachment 2:  Side Elevations 
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Attachment 3: Application 
 

 

 


