










































June 11, 2013 

Prevailing Wage Rates Update 
Building Construction Trades and Heavy Construction 

 



 

•City of El Paso is required by Texas Government Code 

Chapter 2258 to determine prevailing rate of per diem 

wages 

–  Applies to: 

• Construction of public works projects  

• Defines worker categories within City limits 

•Results of survey help determine wage rates being paid to 

contractors for City projects  

•Current wage scale on all building projects was approved 

by City Council on June 3, 2008 

•In 2012, the County of El Paso led effort to complete a 

survey to update the wages within the County of El Paso 

 

 

 



The County Attorney’s Office managed the wage study 

process: 

• Hosted meetings 

• Sent out mailings  

• Provided database  

• Outreach via public service media spots 



The survey process included two survey forms to develop 

to wage scales: 

• building trades 

• heavy/highway trades 

 

Survey data included historical data from 2011.   

 

• 700 Surveys were mailed 

• 72 Entities returned surveys 

• 175 Projects Approximately 

 

 

 



• Agencies that participated: 

• City of El Paso 

• Clint ISD 

• Socorro ISD 

• Ysleta ISD 

• El Paso ISD 

• County Hospital District.   

• Industry that participated: 

• Associated General Contractors 

• Building Trades Association 

• Electrical Workers 

• Plumbers’ Union 

     

  



     PREVALING WAGE COMMITTEE MEMBERS 2012 

 

Al Anderson   EPISD  

Ed Anderson   AGC 

Jim Booher   Ysleta ISD 

Bert Borsberry  AGC 

Enrique Cabrera  B. Trades - Insulators 

Ernie Carrizal  EP County Public Works 

Javier Casas   El Paso Bldg Trades 

Sergio DePaoli  Sprinkler Fitters 669 

Ray Diaz   El Paso Bldg Trades 

Ruben Duarte  County Attorney 



     PREVALING WAGE COMMITTEE MEMBERS 2012 (Con’t) 

 

Dave Fuller   Tri-State Electric 

Claudia Garcia  City of El Paso 

Jose Gurrola   Bldg Trades  

Eileen Karlsruber  SSCA 

Ron Larson   EP County ISDI 

Jaime Lugo   SMWIA LV 49 

Cygne Nemir   County Attorney 

Edward Nunez  City of El Paso 

Sandra Odenborg  Clint ISD 

Carlos Ornelas  SW Specialty 



     PREVALING WAGE COMMITTEE MEMBERS 2012 (Con’t) 

 

Adam Pacheco  AGC of El Paso 

Angel Rivera   IBEW #583 

Robert Rodriguez  IVPAT DC88 – painters 

John Ruiz   Bldg Trades 

Gilbert Saldana  Bldg Trades 

Billy Smith   Sprinkler Fitters 669 

Jerrod Strange  Iron Workers Local #263 

Adrian Stresow  Ysleta ISD 

Larry Trejo   AGC 

Jorge J. Varela  IBEW #583 

Mark Vechione  Socorro ISD 



2012 Building Construction Trades Wage Rates (Exhibit A) 2008 Difference 

CLASSIFICATION BASE WAGE BENEFITS 

HOURLY 

PREVAILING 

WAGE RATE 

PER DIEM 

WAGE RATE 

HOURLY 

PREVAILING 

WAGE RATE 

HOURLY 

PREVAILING 

WAGE RATE 

Automatic Fire Sprinkler Fitter, Certified 25.84 16.47 42.31 338.48 38.60 3.71 
Brick Masons and Block Masons 

16.92 0.00 16.92 135.36 17.94 -1.02 
Carpenters - Acoustical Ceiling 

        12.50 -12.50 
Carpenter – Rough 

14.71 0.00 14.71 117.68 14.71 0.00 
Carpenter -- All Other Work 

14.85 0.00 14.85 118.80 17.71 -2.86 
Caulker / Sealers 

10.00 0.00 10.00 80.00 10.00 0.00 
Door & Hardware Specialist 

12.00 1.35 13.35 106.80 13.35 0.00 
Drywall and Ceiling Tile Installers 

12.50 0.00 12.50 100.00 12.50 0.00 
Drywall Finishers  & Tapers 

14.00 0.00 14.00 112.00 12.50 1.50 
Electrician 

20.53 7.19 27.72 221.76 25.54 2.18 
Electronic Technician 

18.43 1.01 19.44 155.52 19.44 0.00 
Elevator Installers and Repairers 

31.35 15.10 46.45 371.60 46.45 0.00 
Fencer Erectors 

9.50 0.00 9.50 76.00   9.50 
Floor Layers -- Carpet & Resilient 

12.87 0.00 12.87 102.96 11.50 1.37 
Floor Layers -- Specialty 

13.00 0.00 13.00 104.00 11.50 1.50 
Floor Layers -- Wood 

11.50 0.00 11.50 92.00 11.50 0.00 
Fork Lift Operator 

18.00 5.83 23.83 190.64 9.37 14.46 
Glaziers 

10.00 0.00 10.00 80.00 10.00 0.00 



2012 Building Construction Trades Wage Rates (Exhibit A, con’t) 2008 Difference 

CLASSIFICATION BASE WAGE BENEFITS 

HOURLY 

PREVAILING 

WAGE RATE 

PER DIEM 

WAGE RATE 

HOURLY 

PREVAILING 

WAGE RATE 

HOURLY 

PREVAILING 

WAGE RATE 

Hazardous Materials Removal Workers 10.00 0.00 10.00 80.00 10.00 0.00 
Heating, Air Conditioning, and Refrigeration 

Service Technician 

22.00 0.00 22.00 176.00 22.00 0.00 
Insulation Workers – Mechanical 14.00 0.00 14.00 112.00 10.00 4.00 
Irrigator -- Landscape, Certified 14.92 0.00 14.92 14.92 14.92 0.00 
Laborer, Common 9.88 0.00 9.88 79.04 8.50 1.38 
Laborer, Skilled 13.00 0.00 13.00 104.00 9.50 3.50 
Manlift Operator -- Include with trade 12.13 0.00 12.13 97.04 12.13 0.00 
Masons, Cement and Concrete Finishers 13.25 0.00 13.25 106.00 11.91 1.34 
Mason, Rock 17.97 0.00 17.97 143.76 9.00 8.97 
Mason, Stone 11.91 0.00 11.91 95.28   11.91 
Painters 10.00 0.00 10.00 80.00 10.50 -0.50 
Paper Hanger 10.00 0.50 10.50 84.00 10.50 0.00 
Pipelayers 15.00 0.00 15.00 120.00 15.00 0.00 
Pipe Fitters and Steamfitters 11.43 3.74 15.17 121.36 28.45 -13.28 
Plaster and Stucco Applicator 13.00 0.50 13.50 108.00 13.50 0.00 
Plumbers 17.50 0.00 17.50 140.00 28.45 -10.95 
Reinforcing Iron and Rebar workers 18.38 4.64 23.02 184.16 11.00 12.02 
Roofers 16.00 0.00 16.00 128.00 10.25 5.75 
Sheet Metal Workers 23.92 0.00 23.92 191.36 27.16 -3.24 
Structural Iron and Steel Workers 17.20 0.00 17.20 137.60 10.59 6.61 
Tile and Marble Setters 12.50 0.00 12.50 100.00 12.00 0.50 
Truck Drivers, Heavy and Tractor-Trailer 14.69 0.00 14.69 117.52 14.69 0.00 
Truck Drivers, Light (under 26,000 GVW) 15.00 0.00 15.00 120.00 9.00 6.00 



 2012 Paving and Street Construction, Dirt Work, Heavy Construction, Pipeline Work, Highway Wage 
Rates  (Exhibit A) 2008 Difference 

CLASSIFICATION 

BASE 

WAGE PER 

HOUR 

TOTAL 

FRINGES 

PER HOUR 

HOURLY 

PREVAILING 

WAGE RATE 

PER DIEM 

WAGE 

RATE 

HOURLY 

PREVAILIN

G WAGE 

RATE 

HOURLY 

PREVAILING 

WAGE RATE 

Asphalt Distributor Operator 12.75 0.00 12.75 102.00 12.50 0.25 

Asphalt Paving Machine Operator 12.50 0.00 12.50 100.00 11.41 1.09 

Asphalt Raker 10.50 0.00 10.50 84.00 10.00 0.50 

Backhoe Operator 14.00 0.00 14.00 112.00 11.50 2.50 

Bulldozer Operator         10.22 -10.22 

Concrete Finisher (Paving and Structures) 12.00 0.00 12.00 96.00 10.50 1.50 

Concrete Paving Finishing Machine         14.00 -14.00 

Crane Operator, Lattice Boom 17.50 0.00 17.50 140.00 0.00 17.50 

Crane Operator, Hydraulic 17.00 0.00 17.00 136.00 0.00 17.00 

Crane Operator         12.00 -12.00 

Electrician 23.09 0.00 23.09 184.72 25.95 -2.86 

Excavator Operator 16.10 0.00 16.10 128.80 16.10 0.00 

Form Builder/Setter 13.00 0.00 13.00 104.00 13.16 -0.16 

Form Setter (Paving and Curb) 10.75 0.00 10.75 86.00 12.00 -1.25 



 2012 Paving and Street Construction, Dirt Work, Heavy Construction, Pipeline Work, Highway Wage 
Rates (Exhibit A, Con’t) 2008 Difference 

CLASSIFICATION 

BASE 

WAGE PER 

HOUR 

TOTAL 

FRINGES 

PER HOUR 

HOURLY 

PREVAILING 

WAGE RATE 

PER DIEM 

WAGE 

RATE 

HOURLY 

PREVAILIN

G WAGE 

RATE 

HOURLY 

PREVAILING 

WAGE RATE 

Front End Loader 12.00 0.00 12.00 96.00 11.00 1.00 

Labor (Common) 9.00 0.00 9.00 72.00 8.25 0.75 

Labor (Skilled) 10.00 0.00 10.00 80.00 9.72 0.28 

Mechanic 17.50 0.00 17.50 140.00 14.00 3.50 

Motor Grade Operator 17.00 0.00 17.00 136.00 16.00 1.00 

Pipe Layer 11.50 0.00 11.50 92.00 10.25 1.25 

Reinforcing Steel Setter (Paving) 14.00 0.00 14.00 112.00 11.75 2.25 

Rock Mason 12.00 0.00 12.00 96.00 9.00 3.00 

Servicer 12.00 0.00 12.00 96.00 12.00 0.00 

Traveling Mixer Operator 10.00 0.00 10.00 80.00 10.00 0.00 

Truck Driver, Single Axle 10.50 0.00 10.50 84.00 9.50 1.00 

Truck Driver, Tandem Axle 12.74 0.00 12.74 101.92 12.00 0.74 

Tunneling Machine Operator 13.61 0.00 13.61 108.88 13.61 0.00 

Utility Operator Grade 1 11.50 0.00 11.50 92.00 16.76 -5.26 

Utility Operator Grade 2 11.00 0.00 11.00 88.00 10.00 1.00 

Welder, Certified/Structural Steel Welder 12.02 0.00 12.02 96.16 12.02 0.00 

Welder 13.54 0.00 13.54 108.32 0.00 13.54 



 

 

Notes:  Heavy/Highway Wage Rates: 

 

 

Heavy/Highway Wage Rates: 

 

Deleted in 2012:  

Bulldozer Operator  

Concrete Paving Finishing Machine 

 

Split into two Classifications:   

Crane Operator 

Welder 

 

Title Changed in 2012:  Truck Driver 

 
 

 

 

Summary of Key Changes  



 

 

Notes:  Heavy/Highway Wage Rates: 

 

Building Wage Rates: 

Deleted in 2012:  Carpenters – Acoustical Ceiling 

 

Added in 2012:  Fence Erectors 

 

Split into two Classifications 2012:  Mason (Rock & Stone) 

 

Title Changed in 2012:   
Door & Hardware Specialist 

Drywall and Ceiling Tile Installers 

Hazardous Materials Removal Workers 

Heating, Air Conditioning and Refrigeration Service Technician 

Irrigator – Landscape, Certified 

Manlift Operator – Include with trade 

Masons, Cement and Concrete Finishers 

Summary of Key Changes  



Questions/Comments 

 

 

 


