
CITY OF EL PASO, TEXAS 
AGENDA ITEM DEPARTMENT HEAD’S SUMMARY FORM 

 
DEPARTMENT: Development Services Department 
 
AGENDA DATE: Introduction:  June 20, 2006 

Public Hearing:  July 11, 2006 

CONTACT PERSON/PHONE: Christina Valles, 541-4930 

DISTRICT(S) AFFECTED: 5 
 
 

SUBJECT: 
An Ordinance granting Special Permit No. Zon06-00026, to allow for a ground-mounted 
cellular telecommunications facility on the property described as a portion of Lot 16, Block 
140, Eastwood Heights Unit F, El Paso County, Texas, pursuant to section 20.12.040 of the El 
Paso City Code, and imposing conditions.  The penalty being as provided in Chapter 20.68 of 
the El Paso City Code.  Subject Property:  10104 Album Ave.  Applicant:  Cricket 
Communications.   ZON06-00026  (District 5) 

 
BACKGROUND / DISCUSSION: 
See attached report. 

PRIOR COUNCIL ACTION: 
N/A 

 
AMOUNT AND SOURCE OF FUNDING: 
N/A 

 
BOARD / COMMISSION ACTION: 
Development Coordinating Committee (DCC) – Approval Recommendation 

 City Plan Commission (CPC) – Approval Recommendation (7-0) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*******************REQUIRED AUTHORIZATION******************** 
 
LEGAL:  (if required)  N/A FINANCE:  (if required)  N/A 
 
DEPARTMENT HEAD:  George Sarmiento, AICP 
 
APPROVED FOR AGENDA: 
 
CITY MANAGER: ___________________________________ DATE:  _______________ 













 

  CITY COUNCIL 
 JOHN COOK ANN MORGAN LILLY, DISTRICT 1 
 MAYOR SUSANNAH M. BYRD, DISTRICT 2 
  J. ALEXANDRO LOZANO, DISTRICT 3 
 JOYCE WILSON MELINA CASTRO, DISTRICT 4 
 CITY MANAGER PRESI ORTEGA, JR., DISTRICT 5 
  EDDIE HOLGUIN JR., DISTRICT 6 
GEORGE G. SARMIENTO, AICP STEVE ORTEGA, DISTRICT 7 
         DEPUTY DIRECTOR BETO O’ROURKE, DISTRICT 8 

DEVELOPMENT SERVICES DEPARTMENT 
PLANNING DIVISION

June 12, 2006 
 
TO:  The Honorable Mayor and City Council 
  Joyce A. Wilson, City Manager 
 
FROM:  Christina Valles, Senior Planner 
 
SUBJECT: ZON06-00026 
  A portion of Lot 16, Block 140, Eastwood Heights Unit F  
LOCATION: 10104 Album Avenue 
REQUEST: Special Permit for a Ground-Mounted Cellular Telecommunications Facility 
    
 
The City Plan Commission (CPC), on May 18, 2006, voted (5-2) to recommend Approval of a special 
permit request for a ground-mounted cellular telecommunications facility on the subject property, 
concurring with staff’s recommendation, with the following conditions: 
 

a) That the ground-mounted cellular telecommunications tower be restricted to a maximum 
height of sixty-five feet (65’); and, 

b) That the finish on the ground-mounted cellular telecommunications tower be a non-reflective 
finish and painted to match the existing structure on the property.  

 
The CPC found that this special permit is in conformance with The Plan for El Paso Citywide land use 
goals: “That El Paso encourage the provision of neighborhood commercial services which are 
compatible with a neighborhood’s residential character.”   The proposed use is in conformance with 
the Year 2025 Projected General Land Use Map, which designates the subject property for residential 
uses. The special permit and the proposed ground-mounted cellular telecommunications facility are 
compatible with adjacent zoning and land uses. The CPC also determined the special permit protects 
the best interest, health, safety, and welfare of the public in general.  
 
There is on letter in opposition to this request. 
 
Attachment:  Location Map; Aerial Map; Site Plan. 
 



 STAFF REPORT 
 
 
Special Use Permit #: ZON06-00026 
 
Property Owner(s):  Church of Christ Eastwood 
 
Applicant(s):  Cricket Communications 
 
Representative(s): Alex Hernandez 
 
Legal Description: A portion of Lot 16, Block 140, Eastwood Heights Unit F 
 
Location: 10104 Album Avenue 
 
Representative District: # 5 
 
Area: 1 Acre 
 
Zoning:    R-3 (Residential) 
 
Existing Use: Church Grounds 
 
Proposed Use: 70’ Ground-mounted Cellular Telecommunications Facility 
 
Recognized Neighborhood 
Associations Contacted: Album Park Preservation Association, 
 Eastside Civic Association  
 
Surrounding Land Uses:   
 
   North - R-3 (Residential) / City Park 
   South -  R-3 (Residential) / Single-family Residential 
   East -   R-3 (Residential) / Church 
    West-  R-3 (Residential) / Single-family Residential 
 
 
Year 2025 Designation:   Residential (East Planning Area) 
 

 
 
 

CITY PLAN COMMISSION HEARING, MAY 18, 2006, 
4:00 P.M., CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS, 2ND FLOOR, CITY HALL 

 
 



Special Use Permit:   ZON06-00026 
 
General Information: 
 
The applicant is requesting a special permit to allow for 70’ Ground-mounted Cellular 
Telecommunications Facility on an existing church site.  The property is currently zoned R-3 
(Residential).  The site is currently an existing church and is 1 acre in size.  The proposed site 
plan shows existing church buildings and a proposed cell tower lease area to be located on the 
site.   Access is proposed via Album Avenue. There are no zoning conditions currently imposed 
on this property.   
 
Information to the Commission: 
 
The Planning Division has received one letter in opposition to this application. 
 
Staff Recommendation: 
 
The Development Coordinating Committee (DCC) unanimously recommends APPROVAL of 
this special permit request with the following conditions: 
 

1. That the height of the ground-mounted cellular telecommunications tower be 
restricted to a maximum of sixty-five (65) feet. 

2. That the finish on the ground-mounted cellular telecommunications tower be non-
reflective and painted to match the existing church building. 

 
In addition, the DCC requested that the applicant shall also submit an approved lanscaping plan 
prior to the CPC meeting, and that the proposed chain-link gate be substittuted with wrought 
iron. 

 
The recommendation is based on the following: 
 
 The Plan for El Paso City-Wide Land Use Goals recommend that El Paso          

“encourage the provision of neighborhood commercial services which are compatible 
with a neighborhood’s residential character.” 

 
 The Year 2025 Projected General Land Use Map for the Northwest Planning Area 

designates this property for Residential land uses. 
 
 R-3 (Residential) zoning permits a ground-mounted cellular telecommunications facility 

by special permit. 
 
The Commission must determine the following: 
 

A.  Will the special permit for a ground-mounted cellular telecommunication facility 
protect the best interest, health, safety and welfare of the public in general? 

 
B.  Will a ground-mounted cellular telecommunication facility be compatible with 

adjacent land uses? 
 



 
C.  What is the relation of the proposed change to the city’s Comprehensive Plan? 
 
D.  What effects will the ground-mounted cellular telecommunication facility have upon 

the natural environment, social and economic conditions, and property values in the 
vicinity and in the city as a whole? 

 
Information To The Applicant: 
 

Development Services Department – Building Permits and Inspections Division Notes: 
 
A. Zoning:  Use permitted under special permit.  Meets minimum developmental 

standards for ground-mounted telecommunications antenna support structure with 
appurtenant antennas and equipment storage facilities.  Shall need to provide two 
feet of set back for each foot of height, measured from the antenna support structure 
base to the adjacent residentially zoned property line. 

B. Landscaping:  This project will not meet the landscape ordinance as submitted. No 
calculations showing that the landscape will be addressed. This site will require a 
landscape plan and an irrigation plan.  

 
Development Services Department – Planning Division Notes: 
 

Current Planning:  Recommend approval subject to a restricted height of 40’ maximum,  
non-reflective finish on the pole, and a concealed or stealth design on the tower. 
 

Engineering Department - Traffic Division Notes: 
 

No apparent traffic concerns with the proposed request to install a ground mounted Cellular 

Telecommunications facility. 

 
El Paso Water Utilities Notes: 
 
 General:  There are existing water and sanitary sewer mains along Album Avenue and 

Zanzibar Drive fronting the subject property. 
 
EPWU does not object to this request. 

 
 
ATTACHMENT:  Site Plan; Location Map. 
 
NOTE TO THE PROPERTY OWNER:  CITY PLAN COMMISSION POLICY REQUIRES THAT 
THE APPLICANT OR REPRESENTATIVE BE PRESENT AT THE PUBLIC HEARING FOR 
THIS ITEM.  PLEASE DIRECT ANY QUESTIONS CONCERNING THIS REPORT TO THE 
DEVELOPMENT SERVICES DEPARTMENT, PLANNING DIVISION (915) 541-4056. 
 



LOCATION MAP 
 

 



AERIAL MAP 
 
 



SITE PLAN 
 

 







 
 


	CONTACT PERSON/PHONE:Christina Valles, 541-4930
	DISTRICT(S) AFFECTED:5
	City Council
	John CookAnn Morgan Lilly, District 1
	MayorSusannah M. Byrd, District 2
	
	
	J. Alexandro Lozano, District 3



	Eddie Holguin Jr., District 6
	LOCATION MAP




