
 

 
 

 
 

LEGISLATIVE REVIEW COMMITTEE 
Meeting Action Report 

 
 

Committee: Environmental Services  
 

Members of the Environmental Services LRC: 
   City Representative Susie Byrd (Chair) 

City Representative Ann Morgan Lilly 
City Representative Emma Acosta 
City Representative Eddie Holguin  
 

Staff Assignee: Ellen A. Smyth, Director, Environmental Services 
 
Date of Meeting: May 19, 2011 
 

1. Discussion and action regarding a policy for solid waste and recycling operations in severe 
weather conditions.  (Environmental Services, Richard Adams, (915) 599-6276) Environmental 
Services, Valerie Joosten, (915) 621-6706) 
 
Summary: 
The LRC reviewed the proposed policy for the solid waste and recycling operations in severe 
weather conditions including extreme cold days and windy days. 
 
Action Taken: 
The LRC voted to support the Administrative policy as proposed and that outreach be provided 
to the customers. 
 
Disposition: 
City department should provide a copy of the Administrative policy as backup. 

 
 

2. Discussion and action regarding Texas Product Stewardship Council initiatives which includes 
accounting for the full life cycle environmental impacts of products. (Environmental Services, 
Valerie Joosten, (915) 621-6706 
 
Summary: 
The presentation outlined the purpose and intent of the State’s Product Stewardship Council 
initiatives and pending State bills related to these initiatives. 
 
Action Taken: 
The LRC expressed support of the department’s recommendations and resolution.  LRC also 
provided support to the Legislative bills such as the Take Back Bill. 
 
Disposition: 
City staff will prepare a Resolution in support of the Product Stewardship Council program. 
 

3. Discussion and action regarding the definition of residential property in Chapter 9.04 (Solid 
Waste Management) of the City Code to include residential units larger than duplex units. 



[Environmental Services, Ellen Smyth, (915) 621-6719] 
 
Summary: 
The presentation outlined the current definition for multi-family residential properties (triplexes 
and larger) as commercial properties in Chapter 9.04, as well as the impact of servicing these 
properties with multiple containers clogging driveways, streets and parkways.   
 
Action Taken: 
The LRC recommended that quadra-plexes or less be defined as residential properties and  
charged the residential rates, and larger units be defined as commercial properties and 
charged the commercial rate or obtain a commercial dumpster. 
 
Disposition: 
City staff will make the change to Title 9.04 to incorporate the LRC recommendations. 
 

4. Discussion and action on proposed revisions to Chapter 9.52 (Fire Prevention Code) relating 
to the outside storage of combustible materials. [Environmental Services, Karl Rimkus, (915) 
599-6237] 
 
Summary: 
The presentation reviewed the proposed revisions to the outside storage of combustible 
materials as it related to permit regulation, financial assurance, storage limitations, fire 
protection and sharing of information with other regulatory agencies. Public comment was 
provided. 
 
Action Taken: 
The LRC expressed support of the proposed Ordinance changes and asked for additional 
information on containment of fluff material. The LRC also requested that staff provide 
additional information on the safety aspects of the proposed standards, and whether the 
proposed standards would present an undue hardship on affected stakeholders. 
 
Disposition: 
City staff will move forward with the Ordinance revision taking into consideration the questions 
raised by the LRC. 
 

5. Discussion and action on proposed revisions to Chapter 5.96 (Tattooing & Body Piercing 
Licenses) of the City Code as relating to tattoo and body piercing artists and business 
licenses.  [Environmental Services, Karl Rimkus, (915) 599-6237] 
 
Summary: 
The LRC reviewed the existing and proposed regulations for parlors and artists in Title 5 and 
Title 9 and enforcement of such operations. 
 
Action Taken: 
The LRC supported the proposed changes to the City ordinance and asked staff to provide 
information to the stakeholders. 
 
Disposition: 
City staff will present proposed changes to the Legal Department and will bring to the full 
Council. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



SUBMITTED BY: 
 
 
_________________________________________________________ 
City Representative Susie Byrd, District 2 
Chair, Environmental Services LRC 
 
 
_________________________________________________________ 
Ellen A. Smyth, P.E. 
Director, Environmental Services 
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Environmental Services Legislative Review Committee
Thursday, May 19, 2011

2nd Floor, Council Chambers, City Hall

Attendees:
Representative Susie Byrd Ellen A. Smyth, ESD
Representative Eddie Holguin, Jr. Debbie Strom, ESD
Representative Ann Morgan Lilly Miguel Parra, ESD
Josette Flores, Assistant City Attorney Richard Adams, ESD
Robert Vines, Recycling Consult Valerie Joosten, ESD
Paul Perez, Western Refining Karl Rimkus, ESD
David Friedman, Friedman Recycling Tammy Fonce, ESD
Mike Hernandez, El Paso Iron & Metal Danny Carrasco, ESD
John Koray, W. Silver Recycling Martha Y. Guevara, ESD
Chief Orlando Arriola, Fire Dept.

Members Absent:
Representative Emma Acosta

#1. Call to order and establish quorum.

The meeting of the Environmental Services Legislative Review Committees was called to
order by the Chair Representative Byrd at 9:35 a.m. and a quorum was established.

#2. Discussion and action on the approval of Legislative Review Committee Minutes of
March 10, 2010.

Motion was made by Representative Byrd to approve LRC minutes as presented. Motion
passes unanimously to approve the minutes.

#3. Discussion and action regarding a policy for solid waste and recycling operations in
severe weather conditions.

Richard Adams, ESD gave a presentation on policies regarding Solid Waste and
Recycling operations in severe weather. The policy proposes not to pick up recycling
when the lowest temperature is below 20ºF and when wind gusts exceed 40 mph. The
rationale for the low temperature is that the diesel gels below 18ºF making it difficult to
start the trucks; the trucks stall when on route, and the roads are unsafe with ice and/or
snow. The rationale for the high winds is that containers are designed for up to 40 mph
gusts. The current City Codestipulates “not to bag recyclable material”. The high winds
knock over the recycling bins leaving litter scattered everywhere and containers scattered
all over the streets. Delays incur when drivers stop to pick up the containers and scattered
litter from the high winds. The policy also proposes to close the landfill and Citizen
Collection Stations when wind speeds reach 40 mph due to the blowing dust creating low
visibility or blowing dust or trash creating unsafe conditions for employees and the
public. The director or designee will make the determination based on actual conditions.
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The public will be notified by new media or postings. The rationale for this policy is
public and employee safety and litter control. ESD will do an extensive outreach so that
the public is aware of early closure of the landfill and not placing recycle container out
for pick up if winds are 40 mph or above. Rep. Byrd requested that a copy of the
administrative policy be provided as back-up.

#4. Discussion and update regarding Texas Product Stewardship Council initiatives
which includes accounting for the full life cycle environmental impacts of products.

Valerie Joosten, ESD gave a presentation on product stewardship, current State
initiatives, and pending State bills related to these initiatives. Product stewardship
involves the shared responsibility for product impacts to health and environment.
Currently much of the burden waste disposal falls on the local government who is
typically responsible for recycling or disposing of items that are difficult to be disposed
of. Some examples of this are electronic wastes (computers, televisions, cell phones),
compact fluorescent light bulbs/tubes, mercury thermostats, pharmaceuticals, tires and
household hazardous waste. ESD made a recommendation for the City Council to
support good product stewardship legislation, develop a Council resolution supporting
extended producer responsibility, and continue staff involvement in Texas Product
Stewardship Council. Representative Byrd made a motion to accept the
recommendations. The motion passes unanimously.

#5. Discussion and action regarding the definition of residential property in Chapter 9.04
(Solid Waste Management) of the City Code to include residential units larger than
duplex units.

Karl Rimkus, ESD outlined the current definition for multi-family residential property in
Title 9.04 as those properties with three or greater residential units. This current
definition, approved in August 2010, classifies multi-family properties as commercial
properties. During the research conducted as part of the ordinance rewrite, it was noted
that garbage collection service to these multi-family residential areas was impacted by
multiple containers that were difficult to service, as well as containers clogging
driveways, streets, and parkways. In those areas, dumpsters would serve the residents as
a better option, which ESD does not have the resources to maintain and collect. Mr.
Rimkus gave an example of a quadriplex having 8 containers (4 blue and 4 gray) set out
on a given collection day. Representative Byrd was concerned with the older areas in the
City that have the larger commercial containers by stating that it has created a greater
problem by them overflowing with trash. Representative Byrd also mentioned that
charging these residents the commercial rate would not be fair for the tenant.
Representative Byrd recommended that the definition of residential property be revised to
include quadra-plexes and below. Motion was made to ask for code change to allow
quadra-plexes and below to have access to the residential service rate and anything above
that to pay the commercial rate. Motion passes unanimously.

#6. Discussion and action on proposed revisions to Chapter 9.52 (Fire Prevention Code)
relating to the outside storage of combustible materials.
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Karl Rimkus, ESD along with Chief Orlando Arriola, Fire Department discussed
proposed revisions to Chapter 9.52 for the outside storage of combustible materials. The
proposed revisions included the permit required, the financial assurance required, storage
limitations imposed, the fire protection methods required, and sharing of information
with other regulatory agencies. Motion was made to approve the proposed revisions as
is. Motion was seconded to do more research on fluff material and its containment. Two
Representatives are in favor and one abstention. ESD is to provide Representative
Holguin with more information.

#7. Discussion and action on proposed revisions to Chapter 5.96 (Tattooing & Body
Piercing Licenses) of the City Code as relating to tattoo and body piercing artists and
business licenses.

Karl Rimkus, ESD discussed the goals for the proposed revisions including allowing
licensed artists to obtain a single license valid for use at any registered parlor. The
proposed revisions would require the parlor to register with the City and would require
compliance with zoning and building standards. Lastly, the proposed revisions would
require that a registry of registered parlors and licensed artists be maintained for the
purpose of regular inspections by Code Compliance and to streamline compliance and
hygiene standards under a single ordinance. Motion was made to support the proposed
recommendations. Motion passes unanimously. The LRC asked that this information be
passed on to the stakeholders. Also, Legal asked to review whatever changes are made to
the ordinance before taking to full Council.

#8. Discussion and action on proposed revisions to Chapter 9.08 (Junked Vehicles) of
the City Code as relating to declared nuisance and abatement of junked vehicles.

Ellen A. Smyth, ESD requested to move to delete this item. Legal still needs to review
revisions the Environmental Services has made. A motion was made to delete item #8
and the motion passes unanimously.

#9. Public Comment.

#10. Set next meeting.

#11. Adjournment.

MOTION was made to adjourn the meeting.

The meeting ended at 10:40 a.m.

Notes taken by Martha Y. Guevara, Secretary, ESD.


