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Arroyo Preservation Arroyo Preservation 
Arroyo preservation rule 19.19.1Arroyo preservation rule 19.19.1
•• Arroyos shall be preserved in natural stateArroyos shall be preserved in natural state

Exception required by CPCException required by CPC
Determination by Floodplain Determination by Floodplain 
AdministratorAdministrator

•• Identical to existing codeIdentical to existing code



Proposed Arroyo Definition Proposed Arroyo Definition 

““An arroyo, also called a wash or draw, An arroyo, also called a wash or draw, 
is a natural creek bed or gulch that is a natural creek bed or gulch that 
temporarily fills with water after a temporarily fills with water after a 
stormwater runoff event (see stormwater runoff event (see 
Stormwater), or seasonally as such, Stormwater), or seasonally as such, 
the term is similar to the word the term is similar to the word ““wadiwadi””. . 
The term usually applies to a The term usually applies to a 
mountainous desert environment.mountainous desert environment.””



Natural Resources Conservation ServiceNatural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) (NRCS) 
Arroyo Arroyo -- (colloquial: southwest U.S.A.) The(colloquial: southwest U.S.A.) The
channel of a flatchannel of a flat--floored, ephemeral stream,floored, ephemeral stream,
commonly with very steep to vertical banks cutcommonly with very steep to vertical banks cut
in unconsolidated material; sometimes called ain unconsolidated material; sometimes called a
wash. It is usually dry but can be transformedwash. It is usually dry but can be transformed
into a temporary watercourse or shortinto a temporary watercourse or short--livedlived
torrent after heavy rain within the watershed.torrent after heavy rain within the watershed.
Where arroyos intersect zones of groundWhere arroyos intersect zones of ground--waterwater
discharge, they are more properly classed asdischarge, they are more properly classed as
Intermittent stream channels. Intermittent stream channels. 

Alternate Arroyo DefinitionAlternate Arroyo Definition

http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/


United States United States Bureau of ReclamationBureau of Reclamation USBR USBR 
ArroyoArroyo-- A gully or A gully or channelchannel cut by ancut by an
Intermittent streamIntermittent stream. A water. A water--carved channel orcarved channel or
gulley in an arid area, usually rather small ingulley in an arid area, usually rather small in
cross section with steep banks, dry much ofcross section with steep banks, dry much of
the time due to infrequent rainfall and thethe time due to infrequent rainfall and the
depth of the cut which does not penetratedepth of the cut which does not penetrate
below the level of permanent ground water.below the level of permanent ground water.

Alternate Arroyo DefinitionAlternate Arroyo Definition

http://www.usbr.gov/
http://www.usbr.gov/library/glossary/index.html#channel#channel
http://www.usbr.gov/library/glossary/index.html#intermittentstream#intermittentstream


Floodplain Administrator/ Floodplain Administrator/ 
Stormwater Administrator Stormwater Administrator 

•• Properly identified areas of responsibility Properly identified areas of responsibility 
•• Same as existing Same as existing 
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