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Incentives 

•Bonuses, credits, expedited review

Regulations 

•State and Federal, drainage manual, park dedication, 

Acquisitions

•Capital budget, special bond issue, grants

Options/Tools



Incentives 

•Parkland Dedication credit  

‐DSD, Subdivision Code

Regulations

•PMD zoning regulations, including open space dedication 
requirement 

‐DSD, Zoning Code

•Stormwater management standards

‐ENG, Subdivision Code, Drainage Design Manual

•Mountain Development  Area requirements for grading

‐DSD, Grading Code

Initiatives Completed or Underway



Acquisitions 
•Open space/arroyo preservation locations & priorities  

‐P&R, Open Space Plan
• Identification and ranking of 25 major arroyos 

‐P&R, Open Space Committee
•Development of Stormwater Master Drainage Plan 

‐EPWU/Stormwater Utility 

Initiatives Completed or Underway



Incentives
• Incorporate major arroyos into Subdivision Code

•Permit additional credits, eg TDR ‐DSD
•Transfer of Development Rights

•Enabled in zoning code
•Requires area to transfer (i.e. transit corridor, downtown)

Regulations
•Establish overlay zoning‐DSD

•Require open space dedication within all zones
•Create incentives 

•Create zoning regulations for watershed protection‐DSD
•Amend the Grading Ordinance

Initiatives Under Study



Acquisitions 
•Partnership w/ EPWU for major arroyos – EPWU / CMO

•City buys back from PSB 
•City reaches agreement with PSB, eg Master Plans

•Earmark of SWU contributions– EPWU / CMO
•From 10% for open space
•Prioritization/ranking mechanism to be determined 

•Create ongoing capital funding mechanism– CMO / ENG

Initiatives Under Study



•Review and assessment of major arroyo ranking 
– ENG, P&R

•Survey major arroyos (for Zoning)
– ENG

Work Needed to Support Initiatives 



Conservation/Preservation  Efforts in other Cities



• Open Space element in Comprehensive Plan

• Identifies certain arroyos for linear open space

• Desert Character Overlay Districts

•Includes Desert Maintenance, Rural Desert and 
Suburban Desert Overlay Districts 

• Overlays require preservation of Regional washes and 
Primary washes as defined

• Detailed design guidelines for each overlay

Arroyo Conservation in Phoenix



•1963‐Creation of Albuquerque Metropolitan Arroyo & Flood 
Control Authority (AMAFCA)
•Planning Department developed ARROYO CORRIDOR PLANS

• Several significant arroyos 
•Proposed developments must follow guidelines
•Arroyos must be reseeded with native or naturalized 
vegetation to replace any disturbed vegetation

• Landscaping shall retain or enhance any disturbance 
topography, scenic views, and any areas containing public 
amenities

Arroyo Conservation in Albuquerque



•1982 ‐ Floodplain & Erosion Hazard Management Ordinance 
•Management of uses and development in 100‐year 
floodplains
• Protection from flooding and riparian habitats

• 1990 – Environmental Resource Zones
• Created to preserve open space &  protect sensitive 
habitats 
• Links open space with trails and preserves

•1991 – Watercourse Amenities, Safety, and Habitat Ordinance 
•Regulates development in arroyos
•Study Areas completed for wash channel, banks & land 
area extending 50 feet from banks of wash

• 1998 – Native Plan Preservation Ordinance
• Protects and preserves vegetation in developments

Arroyo Conservation in Tucson



San Antonio Zoning Code
Sec. 35-310.02. "RP" Resource Protection District.*

STATEMENT OF PURPOSE

The "RP" (resource protection) district provides areas for agricultural 
operations and natural resource industries. These districts are composed 
mainly of unsubdivided lands that are vacant or in agricultural uses with 
some dwellings and some accessory uses. "RP" zoning protects and
preserves valuable agricultural areas, implements agricultural and natural 
resource protection, establishes performance standards for rural
businesses, preserves rural areas, preserves pasture land and agriculture, 
and identifies areas appropriate for agricultural preservation. 

The "RP" district may be used to establish a buffer of low intensity 
uses along streams, floodplains, and similar environmentally 
sensitive areas. 

*Minimum lot size is ten (10) acres

Agricultural Preservation in San Antonio



Austin Watershed Regulations Matrix





Work Completed
Incentives
Regulations
Acquisition Tools

Work Pending
Incentives
•Additional Credits
•Transfer of Development Rights
Regulations
•Open Space Zone
•Watershed Protection
•Amend Grading Ordinance 
Acquisitions
•City/EPWU
•10% Stormwater Utility Open Space
•Create Capital Funding 

Conclusion
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