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CITY OF EL PASO, TEXAS 

AGENDA ITEM DEPARTMENT HEAD’S SUMMARY FORM 
 
 

 
DEPARTMENT:   Development Services Department 
 
AGENDA DATE:   Introduction 7/7/09; Public Hearing 7/14/09  
 
CONTACT PERSON/PHONE:  Arturo Rubio – 541-4633 

DISTRICT(S) AFFECTED:  7 
 
SUBJECT: 

An Ordinance vacating a portion of Depot Street, Block 45, Ysleta Grant, City of El Paso, El 
Paso County, Texas. Location: West of Zaragoza Road and North of Alameda Avenue, Property 
Owner: City of El Paso. 

 
BACKGROUND / DISCUSSION: 
See attached report. 
 
PRIOR COUNCIL ACTION:  
N/A 

 
AMOUNT AND SOURCE OF FUNDING:  
N/A 
 
BOARD / COMMISSION ACTION:  
Development Coordinating Committee (DCC) –Unanimous Approval Recommendation  
City Plan Commission (CPC) – Approval Recommendation (5-0)  
 

*******************REQUIRED AUTHORIZATION********** ********** 
 
LEGAL:   (if required) N/A FINANCE:   (if required) N/A 
 
DEPARTMENT HEAD:   Victor Q. Torres 
     Director, Development Services 
 
     __________________________________ 
 
APPROVED FOR AGENDA: 
 
CITY MANAGER: __________________________________ DATE: ___________ 

 



Doc #48925/ Planning/Ord/Depot Street Vacation/LCUE 
 

ORDINANCE NO. _______________  
  

ORDINANCE NO. _____________ 
 

AN ORDINANCE VACATING A PORTION OF DEPOT STREET, BLOCK 45, YSLETA 
GRANT, CITY OF EL PASO, EL PASO COUNTY, TEXAS 

 
WHEREAS, the City Plan Commission has recommended that a portion of Block 45, 

Ysleta Grant, City of El Paso, El Paso County, Texas, and being more fully described by metes 
and bounds in Exhibit "A" attached hereto and made a part hereof, be closed to public vehicular 
use and the City Council finds that said right-of-way should be closed as recommended; 

 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 

CITY OF EL PASO: 
 
 That a portion of Depot Street, Block 45, Ysleta Grant, City of El Paso, El Paso County, 
Texas, which is more fully described in the attached metes and bounds description, identified as 
Exhibit “A” and made a part hereof by reference, be and is hereby closed to public vehicular use 
and the use of this right-of-way as described in Exhibit “A” shall be used in connection with the 
proposed Sun Metro Mass Transit Terminal, subject to the entire length and width of the right-of-
way in Exhibit “A” being retained for bus traffic, utility easement and the area readily accessible 
to utility companies for maintenance, repair, and replacement of their facilities. 

 

PASSED AND APPROVED this _________ day of _______________, 2009 

       THE CITY OF EL PASO 
             
       __________________________________ 
ATTEST:      John F. Cook 
  Mayor 
______________________________ 
Richarda Duffy Momsen 
City Clerk       
 
APPROVED AS TO FORM:   APPROVED AS TO CONTENT:   
 
________________________________   ___________________________________ 
Lupe Cuellar       Mathew McElroy, Deputy Director 
Assistant City Attorney Development Services Department-Planning 
       Division 
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DEVELOPMENT SERVICES  
PLANNING DIVISION 

 
M E M O R A N D U M 

 
 
DATE: July 6, 2009 
 
TO:  The Honorable Mayor and City Council 

Joyce A. Wilson, City Manager 
 
FROM: Arturo Rubio, Planner 
 
SUBJECT: Depot Street Vacation 
    
 
The City Plan Commission (CPC) on July 2, 2009 recommended approval of 
the Depot Street Vacation. 
 
The CPC determined that the vehicular interest vacation of the right-of-way in 
support of a Sun Metro Mass Transit Terminal protects the best interest, health, 
safety and welfare of the public in general; and that the vacation will have no 
effect on the natural environment, social economic conditions, and property 
values in the vicinity and the city as a whole. 
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       City of El Paso – City Plan Commission Staff Report  

Case No: SUB09-00039 Depot Street Vacation 
Application Type: Street Vacation 
CPC Hearing Date:   July 2, 2009 
 
Staff Planner: Arturo Rubio, 915-541-4633, rubioax@elpasotexas.gov  
Location:       West of Zaragoza Road and North of Alameda Avenue 
Acreage: 0.14 acre 
Rep District: 7 
 
Property Owner:                       City of El Paso 
Applicant: Mass Transit Department Board 
Representative: City of El Paso 
 
SURROUNDING ZONING AND LAND USE:  

North : C-1/H/sp (Commercial/Historical/special permit)/Mechanic shop 
South: C-1/H (Commercial/Historical)/ Retail 
East:  C-1/H (Commercial/Historical)/ Retail, Apartments  
West:  C-1/H/sp (Commercial/Historical/special permit)/Vacant retail 
 
THE PLAN FOR EL PASO DESIGNATION:  Mixed Use 

APPLICATION DESCRIPTION  

This is an application to vacate the vehicular interest of a 0.14 acre 214-foot long portion of 
Depot Street that is located within Ysleta Grant. Depot Street is a 30-foot ROW that narrows to a 
15-foot ROW as it ends to the north.  The purpose of the vacation is to allow for bus traffic in 
support of the proposed Sun Metro Mass Transit Terminal.  The applicant owns all the abutting 
property to Depot Street with the exception of five lots where the owners have agreed to the 
proposed vacation and have no interest in acquiring any portion of the proposed vacation.   
 
DEVELOPMENT COORDINATING COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION:  

Approval. 

DEVELOPMENT COORDINATING COMMITTTEE COMMENTS:  

The Development Coordinating Committee recommends approval of the Depot Street vacation 
subject the following conditions and requirements: 

Planning Division Recommendation 

Approval. 
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Planning Division – Land Development 

No objections.  

Engineering Department – Traffic Division 

Pedestrian access shall be provided to adjacent properties. 

Streets Department 

No comments. 

El Paso Water Utilities  
EPWU does not object to this request.  
 
EPWU-PSB Comments  
 
Water: 
Along Zaragoza Road between Alameda Avenue and Harris Street there is an existing six (6) 
inch diameter water main. 
 
Along Harris Street between Zaragoza Road and Alameda Avenue there is an existing sixteen 
(16) inch diameter water main. 
 
Along Alameda Avenue between Harris Street and Zaragoza Road there is an existing twelve 
(12) inch diameter water main. 
 
Along the twenty (20) foot wide alley located north and parallel to Alameda Avenue and situated 
between Harris Street and Zaragoza Road there is an existing four (4) inch diameter water main.   
This 4-inch diameter main transects Depot Street and connects to the above-described water 
mains located along Harris Street and Zaragoza Road.  The City Engineering department 
requested EPWU-PSB to abandon the portion of the 4-inch diameter water main located east of 
Depot Street.  The portion of the 4-inch diameter water main located west of Depot Street is to 
remain active. 
 
Sanitary Sewer: 
Along Zaragoza Road between Alameda Avenue and Harris Street there is an existing eight (8) 
inch diameter sanitary sewer main. 
 
Along Harris Street between Zaragoza Road and Alameda Avenue there is an existing ten (10) 
inch diameter sanitary sewer main.  Also, parallel to the described 10-inch diameter main, there 
is an existing six (6) inch diameter sanitary sewer main.  The 6-inch diameter main discharges 
into the 10-inch diameter main. 
 
Along Alameda Avenue between Harris Street and Zaragoza Road there are no existing sanitary 
sewer mains. 
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Along the twenty (20) foot wide alley located north and parallel to Alameda Avenue and situated 
between Harris Street and Zaragoza Road there is an existing six (6) inch diameter sanitary 
sewer main.   This 6-inch diameter main transects Depot Street and discharges into above-
described main located along Harris Street.  The City Engineering department requested EPWU-
PSB to abandon the portion of this 6-inch diameter sanitary sewer main located east of Depot 
Street.  The portion of this 6-inch diameter sanitary sewer main located west of Depot Street is to 
remain active.  Two existing sanitary sewer manholes located within Depot Street are to remain 
in place and active. 
 
General: 
The El Paso Water Utilities – Public Service Board (EPWU) does not object to this request as 
long as Depot Street is designated as a full-width utility easement in order to enable the 
described sanitary sewer main and manholes to remain in place once the abandonment of 
the easternmost portion of the main is completed. 
 
EPWU-PSB requires access to the described existing sanitary sewer mains at all times to operate, 
maintain, repair, and replace the described mains. 
 
All easements dedicated for public water and/or sanitary sewer facilities are to comply with 
EPWU-PSB Easement Policy. 
 
Easement grantor shall indemnify, defend, and hold harmless the El Paso Water Utilities – Public 
Service Board from and against any and all claims, liability, actions, and damages for bodily 
injury and property damage to third parties or to the El Paso Water Utilities – Public Service 
Board which may be caused by or arise out of the maintenance and existence of said water and 
sanitary sewer mains in the easement area.     
 
EPWU-PSB requires access to the water, sanitary sewer facilities, appurtenances, and meters 
within easements 24 hours a day, seven (7) days a week.    
 
No building, reservoir, structure or other improvement, other than asphaltic paving (HMAC), 
shall be constructed or maintained on the above referenced El Paso Water Utilities - Public 
Service Board Easements (EPWU-PSB easements) without the written consent of EPWU-PSB. 
 
Proposed improvements to the easement shall be presented to EPWU-PSB for review and 
approval prior to any work performed within the easement.  
 
Proposed surface improvements such as paving, landscaping, other types of low maintenance 
surfacing shall be reviewed for approval by EPWU-PSB. 
 
Use of low maintenance easement surface improvements is required.  The Owner of the property 
is responsible for maintenance of the easement surface; surface maintenance is not the 
responsibility of EPWU-PSB.  
 
EPWU-PSB requests the Developer to refrain from constructing rock walls or any structure that 
will interfere with the access to the PSB easements. 
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EPWU-PSB requests the Developer to refrain from constructing signs within the PSB easements. 
 
If the City of El Paso Fire Department requires additional fire hydrants on public right-of-way 
and/or an on-site fire protection system within the private property, the property owner is 
responsible for all costs incurred to extend, relocate and construct water mains and 
appurtenances to provide this service.  The owner is responsible for the costs of any necessary 
on-site & off-site extensions, relocations or adjustments of water and sanitary sewer lines and 
appurtenances.   
 
Alameda Avenue is a Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT) right-of-way.  All proposed 
water and sanitary sewer work to be performed within Alameda Avenue right-of-way requires 
written permission from TxDOT.  
 
New service applications are available at 1154 Hawkins, 3rd floor and should be made 6 to 8 
weeks in advance of construction to ensure water for construction work. A site plan, utility plan, 
grading and drainage plans, landscaping plan, the legal description of the property and a 
certificate-of-compliance are required at the time of application. Service will be provided in 
accordance with the current EPWU – PSB Rules and Regulations. The applicant is responsible 
for the costs of any necessary on-site and off-site extensions, relocations or adjustments of water 
and sanitary sewer lines and appurtenances. 

Parks and Recreation Department 

No comments received. 

Fire Department  

The El Paso Fire Department has reviewed SUB09-00039 Depot Street Vacation and we have 
no opposition at this time. 

Texas Gas Service  

Texas Gas Service requires that all streets be public right-of-ways and have dedicated utility 
easements.  Texas Gas Service has no objections to the proposed project limits.   

Texas Gas Service has an existing 2” gas line on Depot St. extending north to Zaragosa Rd. 
should you have any questions or require further information, please contact the undersigned. 

El Paso Electric Company 

No comments received. 

911 

No comments received. 

Central Appraisal District  

No comments received. 
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Additional Requirements and General Comments: 

1. Vacation Fee for Public Right-of-Way. In addition to the application fee, the applicant 
shall pay the following: 

a. The cost of the appraisal; and 
b. The appraised market value of the city's interest in the public right-of-way. 

 
 

Attachments  

1. Location map 
2. Aerial map 
3. Survey  
4. Application 
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ATTACHMENT 1  
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ATTACHMENT 2  
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ATTACHMENT 3  
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ATTACHMENT 4  
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