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RESIDENTIAL STREET LIGHTING   
EXHIBIT “A” 

 
The following is the procedure for the requesting and installing a residential streetlight 
within the City of El Paso: 

 

1. APPLYING FOR A STREETLIGHT.  Any person (the “applicant”) requesting that 

the City install a streetlight shall contact the Traffic Engineer by telephone or in writing 

providing his name and contact information and the proposed location of the streetlight 

and whether the streetlight is required for traffic safety purposes or public safety 

purposes.  

2. EVALUATION OF REQUEST.  

A.  Streetlights for traffic safety purposes:  If the requested streetlight is for 

traffic safety purposes, the Traffic Engineer shall determine if the requested streetlight is 

needed for traffic safety purposes. If the streetlight is needed for traffic safety purposes 

and the requested location is feasible, then the location of the streetlight shall be placed 

on a priority list of streetlights to be installed by the city.  If the location requested is not 

feasible, the Traffic Engineer shall determine if a feasible location exists and place that 

location on a priority list of streetlights to be installed by the city.    

B.        Streetlights for public safety purposes:  If the requested streetlight is 

requested for public safety purposes and the requested location is determined by the 

Traffic Engineer to be a feasible location, then the Traffic Engineer shall submit the 

request to the Chief of Police for a determination of whether the requested streetlight is 

required for public safety purposes.  “Public safety purposes” shall mean that (1) a high 

level of criminal activity within the last twelve months prior to the request for a streetlight 

occurred in the immediate vicinity of the proposed streetlight location as documented by 

the El Paso Police Department and (2) that the Chief of Police determines the nature of 

the criminal activity is such that the installation of a streetlight at the proposed location 

would aid in the reduction of such crime. The Chief of Police shall notify the Traffic 

Engineer of his determination of whether or not the installation of a streetlight at the 

proposed location should be pursued for public safety purposes.  If the streetlight is 

needed for public safety purposes and the requested location is feasible, then the location 

of the streetlight shall be placed on a priority list of streetlights to be installed by the city.  

If the location requested is not feasible, the Traffic Engineer shall determine if a feasible 
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location exists and place that location on a priority list of streetlights to be installed by the 

city.    

C. Streetlights not required for traffic safety or public safety purposes:  If the 

requested streetlight is not required for traffic safety purposes or for pubic safety 

purposes, then the Traffic Engineer will determine the feasibility of the proposed 

streetlight location. When a requested location is not feasible the Traffic Engineer shall 

determine if a feasible location exists. 

D.    Notification of evaluation:  The Traffic Engineer shall notify the City 

Representative for the district in which the streetlight is proposed (the “Representative”) 

and the applicant of the results of the evaluations provided herein, stating whether or not 

the streetlight is required for traffic safety purposes, public safety purposes, and the 

feasibility of the proposed location and alternative locations when the proposed location is 

not feasible.  

 3.       STREETLIGHTS NOT REQUIRED FOR TRAFFIC SAFETY OR PUBLIC SAFETY 

PURPOSES.  When a requested residential streetlight is not required for traffic safety or 

public safety purposes the following procedures shall apply:  

A. Installation Costs:  When the proposed location is feasible or when the 

Traffic Engineer has determined that it is not feasible and the applicant agrees to an 

alternate location approved by the Traffic Engineer, the applicant shall complete an 

application form provided by the Traffic Engineer wherein the applicant agrees to pay for 

the costs of installing the streetlight not paid out of the Representative’s discretionary 

funds or when funding is not available out of the City’s capital residential street light fund.  

B. Upon completion of the application form, the Traffic Engineer shall provide 

the applicant with a petition to be completed and returned to the Traffic Engineer.  The 

application shall be denied if the petition does not contain the required signatures. 

4. PETITION REQUIREMENTS.  Once the applicant has agreed upon the location 

the Traffic Engineer shall provide the Applicant with a petition. The petition shall be in the 

form attached to this Exhibit “A” and identify the proposed location of the streetlight.  

Petitions may be for streetlights located at an intersection, mid-block or a T-intersection 

but may not be for a street light inside a cul-de-sac or the heal radius of a cul-de-sac.  

Streetlights must be at least 250 feet apart and, depending on the power source, may be 
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required by traffic engineering to be further apart than 250 feet.  The petition shall contain 

the following signatures: 

A.  Four or fewer living units in a building.  At least one resident, over 18 years of 

age, from each occupied dwelling unit must sign the petition for (1) each corner property 

for an intersection street light; or (2) the two properties next to the proposed streetlight 

and the two properties across the street from the proposed light for a mid-block street 

light; or (3) the property next to the proposed streetlight, the nearest two properties across 

the street from the proposed streetlight and the corner property across the street from the 

proposed streetlight for T-intersections; all as shown on the diagrams on the Street Light 

Petition attached to this Exhibit.  This signature requirement applies to single, duplex, 

triplex and quadruplex residential units, regardless of the number of such residential units 

on each property.  

 B. More than four living units in a building.  The owner or owner’s 

representative of each occupied building on the properties described in the previous 

paragraph, as shown in the diagrams on the Street Light Petition attached to this Exhibit. 

“Property” means a parcel of land containing at least one residential dwelling unit and has 

a property or parcel identification number issued by the Central Appraisal District.  

  C.  More than four dwelling units. The signature of a least one owner or owner’s 

representative of structures containing more than four dwelling units that are located on 

the properties described in the previous paragraph. 

 D.    Mixed use areas.  If a request for a streetlight is at a location that is next to or 

across the street from at least one residential unit, the rules of this Exhibit “A” for 

residential streetlights, shall apply even though the remaining property is non-residential. 

The petition signatures for residential units shall be as required above and the signatures 

required for non-residential properties shall be that of the property owner or his agent. 

5.     VERIFYING THE PETITION.   Upon receipt of the petition, the traffic engineer’s 

office will verify that petition requirements were met, including that the required signatures 

were obtained.  

6. FUNDING APPROVAL.  When the Traffic Engineer verifies that a petition has 

been properly submitted and verifies that funding is not available out of the City’s capital 

residential street light fund, the Traffic Engineer shall prepare and submit a cost estimate 

for the proposed location to the Representative in order that the Representative may 



                                      54338 MSHO 5/10 4 

determine if he wishes to use discretionary funding for all or part of the installation costs.  

After the Representative makes his or her determination, the Traffic Engineer will provide 

the applicant with a statement of the installation costs, if any, that the applicant shall pay. 

Upon full payment of the installation costs that are assessed to the applicant, the Traffic 

Engineer shall issue an installation order. If the Applicant does not pay his portion of the 

installation costs within thirty days of the date of the statement of costs sent by the Traffic 

Engineer to Applicant, the application shall be deemed void and the Traffic Engineer will 

take no further action. 

7.   REMOVAL OF STREET LIGHTS.  An applicant may request removal of a streetlight 

by completing an application form provided by the Traffic Engineer, wherein the applicant 

agrees to pay for the costs of removing the streetlight.  The Traffic Engineer shall then 

determine if the streetlight is part of a continuous illumination system or is required for 

traffic safety.  If the Traffic Engineer determines that the request for removal of the 

streetlight is not for a streetlight that is part of a continuous illumination system and is not 

required for traffic safety, the Traffic Engineer shall provide the Chief of Police with the 

request, who shall determine if the streetlight is required for a public safety purpose and 

thereafter notify the Traffic Engineer of his determination.  If a determination is made that 

the streetlight is needed for a traffic safety purpose, a public safety purpose or is part of a 

continuous illumination system, the request shall be denied and no petition shall be 

provided to the applicant.   

A.     Petition requirements. When streetlight removal is not denied, as provided 

above, the Traffic Engineer shall provide the applicant with a petition for streetlight 

removal. The petition must be signed by all of the people who would be required to sign a 

petition to install a streetlight as described in paragraph 4, above.  

B.    Return of petition.  Upon receipt of the petition, the traffic engineer’s office will 

verify that petition requirements were met, including that the required signatures were 

obtained.  

7. Payment of removal costs.  If removal of the streetlight, traffic engineering shall 

determine the removal costs and send an invoice to the applicant.  The Applicant shall 

make payment to the City in full within thirty calendar days of the date of the invoice, and 

if he fails to do so, the application shall be deemed void and the Traffic Engineer will take 

no further action. 
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C. The Traffic Engineer shall provide the Representative with notice that 

payment was made and that the removal will proceed.  




