City COUNCIL

JoHn CooK ANN MORGAN LiLLY, DISTRICT 1
MAYOR SUSANNAH M. BYRD, DISTRICT 2
EMMA ACOSTA, DISTRICT 3
CARL ROBINSON, DISTRICT 4
RACHEL QUINTANA, DISTRICT 5
JOYCE WILSON EDDIE HOLGUIN JR., DISTRICT 6
CITY MANAGER STEVE ORTEGA, DISTRICT 7
BETO O’ROURKE, DISTRICT §
MAYOR AND COUNCIL
TO: Mayor and Council

FROM: Susie Byrd, City Representative, District #2
DATE: July 26, 2010

RE: ltem #13A — Discussion and Action on placing a Historic Overlay 6n
Houston Elementary located at 2851 Grant Avenue.

Dear Mayor and Council:

On Tuesday, | am asking the City Council to authorize the City Manager to initiate the process to place an Historic
Overlay on Houston Elementary. Houston Elementary belongs to the El Paso Independent School District. They
recently made a decision to close the school and to try and sell it.

An Historic Overlay will require the owner to protect the historic character of the original contributing building and
require that any new structures on the campus be built in keeping with the historic character of the building and the
surrounding neighborhood. Additionally, an Historic Overlay requires that a building owner go through a public
hearing if s/he chooses to demolish the building and to prove that there is no way to preserve the building prior to it
being demolished. There are tax incentives available to property owners who want to renovate historic buildings.

Houston Elementary sits at the base of Manhattan Heights Historic District. As you drive up Piedras into the District,
you can see it perched above the skyline. It is a gorgeous building built and designed by Trost and a defining feature
of the skyline of Manhattan Heights.

Tony de la Cruz in the Planning Department through a search of old newspaper articles found the following
information about the school.

e El Paso Herald Post, March 1, 1921. Location for new high school and athletic field selected. Houston was
supposed to be a high school originally but once it was constructed it was actually used as a junior high and
was named Austin Junior High

e El Paso Herald Post, January 2, 1922: School board adopts building program for 3 new schools.

e El Paso Herald Post, January 8, 1922: Chain of branch libraries is planned for city schools. (It appears that
the first location for a public library branch was at Houston.)

e ElPaso Herald Post, January 21-22, 1922: Design of Austin Elementary school awarded to Trost and Trost.
(The same firm that designed El Paso High School and a lot of other buildings in El Paso)

e El Paso Herald Post, January 27-28, 1923: El Paso’s four newest schools unveiled. (Houston was
completed at some time in 1922 along with Bowie High School)

e El Paso Herald Post, October 27-28, 1923: Open air school may be arranged for delicate ones. (Interesting
article, the roof was supposedly going to be used to teach and treat kids with tuberculosis).

Thank you for considering this request. | have advised Superintendent Garcia and Trustee Fred Borrego that | would
be placing this item on the agenda for consideration. This will start the public process and give plenty of time for all
affected parties to participate and weigh in on this.

_ Sincerely,

" -City Representatlve District 2

2 CIVIC CENTER PLAZA, EL PASO, TEXAS 79901 - 915-541-4844 - 915-541-4866 - WWW ELPASOTEXAS.GOV
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the center picture on the left is “the Electric Home Beautifu
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I" completed Christmas by the electrical interests of
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Mecca apartments and the Patterson apartments adjoining;, the center
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All the New Schools Are Well
Lighted, Fireproof and
Up to Date.

‘BY A. Il. HUGHEY.

URLESON SCHOOL, east of Wash-

jngton Park, represents the last
expenditure of the huilding fund
created by the hond issue of Decem-
hor, 1921. DBurleson is a modern
school building of 17 rooms on a site
of modern size. By that we mean the
site, of over five acres, is large enough
to give playground, or outdoor facill-
ties, for the children using the bulld-

ng,

If the school popuiation of this dis-
trict -Jater requires an addition lo the
huilding then (heé grounds should be
increased also hy purchase of adjoin-~
g land. .

... "Modern Schao! Building.”
"By a “modern school building” sev-
eril things -are mennt, as follows:

it is firepronf; being of concrele
eonsirmiction with only floors, doors

and furnitieee of wood,

1t -has; full window, or lighting and
ventilating, surface, and adequate
hénting equipment; . ’
It ham corridora And stairways of
pufficient width-and properly placed.
i Xt-,h’a’s.mléi]uhte.'p‘royisinn for special
rooms; of flees, storerooims, rest room,
nurses’ room; lhraty; study hall, ete.
has the -hest madern- plumbing,

.. It has under way:a plan of improve:
raent of the-grounds, in walks, beauti~
ficatio nof part with grass and flowers,
and laveling of playground and instal-
lation.of apparatus. -
. - .The -$600,000 mchoal hond Izane -
#f December,.1921,-han constructed .
., -the.following: . - . .
s - Au#tin junier high achool, 28
YoOMR, ) /
Bowle schoal; ‘18 rooms. .
Morehead addition; 12 rooma,

sudltorinm, -

. Burleaon :school, 17 rooms. )

The ahove {5 a total of 84 rooms, but
the nét Increase is 80 rooms, as some
old.rooms where an addition was made
wetle charigeil into-toilets, - Also Lin-
coln park, a cofinty school of 13
rooms, was added to the city with its
-school population,

The number of class rooms in &ll
sthool hultdings of the city last year
was 823, The number now {s 416, an
increase of 20 per-cent in achool room
capnéity in ope year. Commendable
as this is we had a 14 per cent in-
crease In enrolment in September and
about 130 half-time classes last year
to care for with new rooms,

Clasges on Malf Time.

The final result of our school room
problem is abont 76 clasases on half
whieli wilt bie Increased hy 10 if the
time for the spring term of 1923,
five adobe rooms at Beall school are
torn down as ordered.

The half:time cinsses are chiefly -at
Alln Visia (14), Aoy (86), and Beall
school (1R),

It will be remembered that a hoend
issue of $840,000 swas asked for by the
aschool bonrd in the fall of 1921.

This was cut to $500,000, which
has now heen spent. Tn fact the
obllgations in the form of deferred
payments on bullding " sites, etc,
are much more than could he met

out of the 8500000, There Is o

totnl of phoul $80.000 that should

e anel withlo ths next two yenrs

fram n huitding fand, and wo

LIt
toitét facllities, drinking fountain, ete, |-

El Paso Completes Fine.:Buil'dings_- |
For Schools But Needs Even More
To House Constantly Growing Classes

‘Crockett addition, 8 rooma and |’

"

|ElPaso’sF our ;NeWeét ;Sc%ll'ools‘

v
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BOVE are fo'm' of the newest public‘ schools arected in El1 Paso, all of them
completed during the past year, one of them (Burleson) dedicated only

this month. .

The achool at the top is Burleson, in Orchard Park; the second from the
top iz Bowie School, at Seventh strect and Colton avenue; second {rom the
bottom is Crockett school, in Manhattan Heights, to which an addition- has
just been built; the bottom is Austin Junior High school on Grant avenue,

Crockett achool was completed {n 1921

« Photos by 0, A, Martin, -

and the addition in 1922,

from the maintenance fund (de-

riwed from current taxatlon). Thix

{s one item in a new sachool hond

igmue.

Another factor arlses from the fol-
lowing:

The 3840,000 originally proposed
conlemplated a cheaper, non-fireproof
building for the new schools below the
tracks.

‘This plan was changed in using the
500,000 issue to conslructing the hest
type of huildings for Lhese schools,
though it meanl fewer rooms to the
building.

Ruilding Neweds.,

Conaegquently, our huaililing needs
Haw are ]

30 rooins,

To relieve Alla Visin, a bullding of
about 20 to 25 rooms,

To relieve all schools, espeelally
Mexlean, n {rade school for certain
older ehildren which would cosl $250,-
On0ic it serves the purpose which have
already heen explained,  Snu Jdncinto
could {hen revert lo a regular grade
schonl as it shonld he.

To relleve Morchead and north
sldo schools, n Kern place achool
of 10 to 20 rooms, (Whelher to
keep Morchead with fts small
arhool ground a junior high or to
bulld a new north sbile junior high
tn n problem deépending on funds,)

To provide for growth In fhe
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] lThe roof of Austin junior high
~ ‘séhool is ‘being consldered 25 the
.. site of an open .alr school for deli-
cate children, according to J. B.:

& ... Rawlings, of the tuberculosis>com~

. school,”
school board and the city -hadve agrecd‘

" an entirely new plcture of
¢l Gompers, president-of the
f Fwdmtidn of Labor,
bit:mra ‘{s furnished The
v L. M. Lawson, of the United
ac&amation service.. It was
{ in Harper's Weekly of

189*1 along with a sketch of

ing Ameérican labor leader”
ime—-29 years ago.

‘ticle sets forth
¢ the attitude of Mr. Gompers
© controversies, which  show
was then, as now, a conserva-
| and an upbelicver in force
vaceful methods could be un-

he sketch:

ymerican Federation of Labor,
1 Samuel Gompers s presi-
wan affiliated membership of
and his attitude is thercfore
great importance in any great
in which labor shall be on

and his associates fondly

some facts§

1 miittee.of the Assoclated Charities,
> “For ‘nearly a year we have been

trying to.find a suitable place. whero
children who arc -predisposed to dis-

n a special

may. be placed
said,

Mr. Rawlings

ease

to icoopcrate with the tuberculosis

commxttee. There has been some 1alk)
of using Fannin school, but that would

probab]y not be suitablc
" Wear Heavy Clolhing.

the children in heavy cloaks and caps,
provide cols on which they may rest
during the day and give them nourish-
ing midmorping and midafternoon
lunches.”

The Salvation Army is coming to the
assistance of the undernourished chil-

Many of the children who are drinking

‘the milk would be candidates for the
[ open air school

where rest and freeh
air would also be given to help bulld
them 1
The
to the Salvation Army-fund fur huld.
ing up the bodles of 1ttle ehildren.

Scaffold In Texas ]ai/ [s
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“By using the roof of Austln school, |
the chx!dren could get ndl of the fresh
‘air they needed. The plan is to dress

dren in the city by providing milk for:
those 10 percent or more underwelght.

}chld will recelve sulrscriptions”
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-Austin Junior High School (1922), grades G-y, Onc of newer buildings, site of 10 acres, capacity about 700, eastern section
of city, near “Five Points” mercantile district. Picture inadequale.
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HOUSTON
ELEMENTARY

NOTE: Houston Elementary is right outside the southern boundary of the
Manhattan Heights Historic District.




