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ORDINANCE _________________ 
 

AN ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR A ONE HUNDRED PERCENT REDUCTION 
OF CERTAIN DEVELOPMENT FEES SPECIFIED IN TITLE 18, TITLE 19, AND 
TITLE 20 OF THE EL PASO CITY CODE FOR A PERIOD OF FORTY EIGHT 
MONTHS FOR PROPERTY DEVELOPMENT ZONED SMART CODE AND 
DESIGNATED AS TRANSIT ORIENTED DEVELOPMENT AS IDENTIFIED IN 
THE CITY’S SUSTAINABLE CITY CENTERS INCENTIVE POLICY. 
 

WHEREAS, the City of El Paso’s Comprehensive Plan entitled The Plan for El Paso 
was amended and replaced in its entirety by The Plan for El Paso on March 6, 2012, pursuant 
to the provisions of Section 213.002 of the Texas Local Government Code; and,   

 
WHEREAS, the City of El Paso’s Comprehensive Plan, The Plan for El Paso, dated 

March 6, 2012 includes design guidelines for construction; and 
 

 WHEREAS, concurrent with the adoption of this ordinance, the City plans to adopt 
the Sustainable City Centers Incentive Policy and begin the process to rezone five areas as 
Smart Code Zone with a transit oriented development designation (the “incentive areas”); and 
  
 WHEREAS, the El Paso City Council has determined that a revitalization strategy is 
necessary to promote development within the Smart Code Zones with transit oriented 
development designations, to improve all types of mobility and travel choices, spur economic 
development, enhance revitalization, encourage investment in established neighborhoods and 
improve the quality of life for El Paso residents while reducing the City’s carbon footprint; 
and   
 
 WHEREAS, the El Paso City Council has determined that part of the strategy for the 
revitalization of the Smart Code Zone transit oriented development designated areas is to 
provide financial incentives for property development and redevelopment within those areas; 
and, 
 
 WHEREAS, the El Paso City Council has determined that providing for a one 
hundred per cent reduction in identified property development fees will encourage 
development within the incentive areas; 
 
 NOW; THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF EL PASO: 
 

Section 1.   That the fees established by the El Paso City Code and specified in the 
attached Exhibit A are hereby reduced by one hundred percent for applications pertaining to 
or permits for work to be done at property located within one of the proposed Smart Code 
Zone transit oriented development designated areas identified in the Sustainable City Centers 
Incentive Policy being adopted concurrently with this ordinance and as shown in the attached 



Matter # 12-1007-226  PL # 112884 v.4 
Ordinance  Reducing Development fees for Incentive Areas 
Identified in Sustainable City Centers Incentive Policy 
COSB 
  2 
  ORDINANCE NO.____________________ 

Exhibit B, provided applicants meet the eligibility criteria set forth in the Sustainable City 
Centers Incentive Policy, including the design guidelines set out in the City of El Paso’s 
Comprehensive Plan, The Plan for El Paso, dated March 6, 2012. 
 

Section 2.  That the reduction of fees provided for in Section 1 shall be for a period of 
forty eight months from the effective date of this ordinance and shall expire on August 31, 
2014, but in no event shall the total fee reduction for any development or redevelopment 
project exceed $10,000.00. 
 

Section 3.   That should the Sustainable City Centers Incentive Policy be amended to 
include additional incentive areas after the date this ordinance is adopted, the additional 
incentive areas shall also be entitled to the one hundred per cent reduction in fees for the 
duration of the fee reduction as provided in Section 2. 
 

Section 4.   That the effective date of this ordinance is September 1, 2012. 
 
 
PASSED AND APPROVED this ______ day of ________________, 2012. 

 
        

THE CITY OF EL PASO 
 
 
       ____________________________ 
       John F. Cook 
       Mayor 
ATTEST:       
 
 
___________________________ 
Richarda Duffy Momsen 
City Clerk 
 
 
APPROVED AS TO FORM:   APPROVED AS TO CONTENT: 
 
___________________________   _______________________________ 
Cynthia Osborn     Mathew S. McElroy, Director 
Assistant City Attorney     City Development Department 
 
 
 
 
 


























































