










Proposal to Restrict Trucks from 
the Left Lane of I-10





Goals:

• Increase Safety

• Mitigate Congestion



LegislationLegislation
Texas State Transportation Code 545.0651 
gave restriction authority to:

TxDOT Highway CommissionTxDOT Highway Commission
Municipality with TxDOT approvalMunicipality with TxDOT approval



El Paso has metEl Paso has met
Texas Transportation Code  545.0651 Texas Transportation Code  545.0651 

General Criteria RequirementsGeneral Criteria Requirements

At least 3 freeway lanes
Controlled access facility
Restricts trucks to 2 or 
more lanes
Passing is allowed
“Systematic approach”
Traffic Study Required



El Paso has metEl Paso has met
Texas Transportation Institute (TTI) CriteriaTexas Transportation Institute (TTI) Criteria::

Three Lanes or More in Each Direction.
Six Mile Minimum Length.
Restricted Vehicles Makeup 4% of All Vehicles.
10% of Restricted Vehicles in Left Lane.
No Left (Inside) Ramps Along Restricted Section.



The Procedures being followed to implement 
the restriction are contained in:

Texas Administrative Code, Rule 25.603  
“Development of Proposed Restriction by 
Local Jurisdictions”



May 15, 2006:  The Texas 
Transportation Institute released the 
traffic study requested by TxDOT to 
evaluate the restrictions impact.

November 11, 2008, the city held a 
public meeting and approved submitting 
the  proposed ordinance to TxDOT.

Procedures Completed:





Procedures Completed:

December 2008, the City submitted a 
description of the proposed restriction to 
TxDOT.

April 3, 2009, TxDOT published the 
proposed restriction in the Texas 
Register.

After 30 Days, TxDOT received no 
comments from the Texas Register. 



Procedures Completed:

Based upon these results, TxDOT decided not 
to hold any additional public  meetings.

On June 10, 2009,  the City received a letter of 
approval from the TxDOT Executive Director, 
authorizing the City of El Paso to restrict truck 
traffic to certain lanes on I-10 from North Mesa 
to Zaragoza.





Remaining Procedures:

By the City of El Paso:
City Passes Ordinance
Notify TxDOT ordinance passed.

By TxDOT:
Allocate Funds and Erects Signs



Authority to Rescind Restriction

TxDOT Executive Director or his Designee 
May Suspend or Rescind Approval 



Necessary ComponentsNecessary Components

• Good information distribution –
media involvement

• Compliance from trucking industry

• Active Enforcement





Questions?Questions?
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