




#40955 v4 - Parks/Reso/YISD-BLACKIE CHESHER 

 
 R E S O L U T I O N 
 
 WHEREAS, the Attorney General of the State of Texas in Opinion No. GA-0558 clarified that a 

home-rule municipality may lease parkland to an independent school district if the lease will serve a 

public purpose and if the municipality holds a hearing pursuant to the Texas Parks and Wildlife Code 

Chapter 26; and  

 WHEREAS, the Ysleta Independent School District (“District”) seeks the use of a 7.8662 acre 

portion of Blackie Chesher Park, the boundaries of which are attached as Exhibit “A”, on which the District 

shall construct an elementary school and related facilities; 

WHEREAS, the District initially approached the City upon identifying the 7.8662 acre portion of 

Blackie Chesher Park as the best location to construct an elementary school in order to address the District’s 

inability to acquire useable land for the expansion of existing schools and for the construction of new 

schools to serve its growing student population; and 

 WHEREAS, City staff has recommended the use of the identified portion of Blackie Chesher 

Park for the District’s construction of an elementary school because (1) the City, for recreational uses, 

will have access to the gymnasium and other facilities within the proposed elementary school to be 

constructed at this site; (2) the construction of the facilities will be at no cost to the City; (3) the District, 

at no cost to the City, will construct two NCAA lighted soccer fields and related facilities on its property 

directly across Escobar Road from the identified portion of Blackie Chesher Park, and the City will use, 

manage and maintain said soccer fields and related facilities; and (4) the City has successful precedence 

in cooperative arrangements through an Interlocal Agreement with the District through which the City 

and the District share the use of certain facilities; and 

 WHEREAS, the use of the facilities on the 7.8662 acre portion of Blackie Chesher Park and the 

District’s property increases the recreational opportunities for City residents at a net gain of one lighted 

soccer field and one indoor gymnasium, which result supports a finding of no feasible and prudent 

alternative to the use of the park land; and  

 WHEREAS, City staff has recommended that the proposed plans for the construction of a District 

school on a portion of Blackie Chesher Park includes all reasonable planning to minimize harm to Blackie 

Chesher Park;    

 NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EL 

PASO: 

1. That, the El Paso City Council finds that the use of the identified 7.8662 acres portion of 

Blackie Chesher Park depicted in Exhibit “A” promotes a public purpose in the 

construction of an elementary school and related facilities; and 
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