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ORDINANCE NO. _____________ 

 

AN ORDINANCE RESCINDING ORDINANCE NOS 10739, 12141, 15006 AND 

15167 AND ESTABLISHING FEE AUTHORIZATION FOR CHARGES BY THE 

EL PASO PUBLIC LIBRARY TO BE SET IN THE FEE SCHEDULE  

 

WHEREAS, Ordinance Nos 10739, 12141, 15006 AND 15167 set specific fee 

amounts to be charged by the El Paso Public Library in specific amounts; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the City Council finds it prudent to authorize such fees to be set by the 

annual budget resolution or other duly authorized resolution to provide for flexibility and 

transparency. 

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 

CITY OF EL PASO: 

 

Section 1. That Ordinance Nos. 10739, 12141, 15006 and 15167 are hereby rescinded. 

 

Section 2.  That the City Council authorizes the El Paso Public Library (hereinafter 

“Department”) to establish fees by the budget resolution for the following: 

A. Use of library system; cards; change of address 

1. No fee shall be imposed for the initial issuance of a borrower's card to any 

resident of the City of El Paso.  The Department shall charge a replacement fee in 

the amount set by the fee schedule for issuance of lost or destroyed cards.  The 

Department shall charge a fee in the amount set by the fee schedule for issuance 

of a borrower’s card to any non-resident of the City of El Paso. 

2. It shall be the duty of each person who holds a library borrower's card issued by 

the Department to notify the Department of any change of his residence address 

within five days of the change.  

B. Overdue, damaged or lost books and other materials  

1. Overdue Fee: The Department shall charge a fee in the amount set by the fee 

schedule for failure of any borrower to return any book, audiovisual material, or 

other item (hereinafter “Library Material”) by the due date established upon the 

loan or renewal loan of the item.  Library Materials are deposited in the self-

service return receptacle at any Department facility after closing hours or a day 

that the facility is not open to the public shall be deemed to have been returned on 

the day that the facility at which the self-service return receptacle is located was 

last open to the public. Library Materials returned by mail or other carrier service 

shall be deemed returned upon the date of deposit with the carrier as evidenced by 

the carrier's postal mark or other receipt date affixed thereon, however if no 
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legible postal mark or receipt date applies, the return date shall be the date of 

delivery to the Department.  

2. The Library director shall establish regulations relating to complex multimedia 

materials, which refers to kits held by the library containing various combinations 

of multiple Library Materials such as books, workbooks, audio CDs, DVDs or 

CD-ROMs and are part of an educational course.   The director is authorized to 

set the procedure for determining the number of Library Materials contained 

therein for application of the above-mentioned fees.  

3. Damaged Library Material Fee:  The Department shall charge a fee in the 

amounts set by the fee schedule for damaged Library Materials or for materials 

borrowed via TxShare Interlibrary Loan (herein after “ILL”) in the amounts set by 

ILL Service, found at https://www.tsl.state.tx.us/texshare/illprot.html.  

4. Replacement Fee: The Department shall charge a fee to replace any lost Library 

Material using the calculation method set by the fee schedule.  In addition to the 

replacement fee, the overdue fee as provided in subsection (1) above, shall be 

applicable through the day of payment if the borrower fails to report the loss and 

pay the loss fee specified in this subsection on or prior to the return date 

established for the lost item.  

C. Services.  The Department is authorized to offer various services for the convenience 

of its patrons including, but not limited to, self-service and staff assisted copying, 

self-serve and staff media printing, staff facsimile transmission, staff reference 

research, materials reservations (including Interlibrary borrowing), image 

reproduction and public meeting room use.  The Department shall charge a fee for 

such services in the amounts set by fee schedule.  

D. Collection of unpaid fees.  The Library is obligated to attempt the recovery of all 

outstanding debt and/or library materials. To that end, borrowers with fines or fees of 

$50 or more are subject to contact from a collection agency.  A non-negotiable 

collection fee will be applied to the account of any borrower who reaches this 

threshold.  If the collection agency is unable to collect outstanding charges, the 

collection agency will send the account to the credit bureaus. 

E. Amnesty.  The City Council is authorized to declare limited periods of “Amnesty” to 

allow borrowers of items from the El Paso Public Library to return overdue items or 

items previously considered lost, without payment of the applicable overdue fines or 

fees for the lost item by appropriately adopted Resolution. 

 

Section 3. This ordinance shall take effect on     , 2013. 

 

ADOPTED this    day of      2013. 

 

(Signatures appear on the following page) 
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     CITY OF EL PASO 

 

 

 

       _______________________________ 

ATTEST:      Oscar Leeser, Mayor 

 

 

 

______________________________ 

Richarda Duffy Momsen 

City Clerk 

 

 

APPROVED AS TO FORM:    APPROVED AS TO CONTENT: 

 

 

 

________            

Kristen L. Hamilton     Dionne Mack, Director 

Assistant City Attorney    El Paso Public Library 

 

 



 

Non-Resident Library Card Fee: Frequently Asked Questions (draft) 

 

Non-Resident Library Card Fee: FY 2014 

Why does El Paso do this? 

In past years, the El Paso Public Library received outside funding in addition to tax revenue collected by 
the City of El Paso, and was therefore able to provide materials, service and staff levels to support 
heavier usage. Most of that additional state and federal funding is no longer received.  Currently, City of 
El Paso residents support  99% of El Paso Public Library’s annual costs through their City tax bill 
(donations contribute 1%).  

Asking non-residents to pay a fee for library use is a fairly common practice in the State of Texas. Major 
library systems such as Fort Worth, San Antonio, Dallas, Arlington and Denton currently charge non-
resident fees that range from $25.00 to $250.00.  

Doesn’t the State of Texas or El Paso County provide funding for El Paso libraries? 

In prior years, El Paso Public Library received state aid from the Texas State Library and Archives 
Commission, ($495,008 in 2011) however the State eliminated direct funding to all Texas libraries in 
2012 as a cost-cutting measure. The County of El Paso provided public library service to its communities 
at one point, however the County’s public library in Fabens closed in 2005 due to lack of funding.  

As of July 2013, El Paso Public Library has 15,610 non-resident cardholders; 5,363 from New Mexico and 
10,247 from communities in El Paso County. None of these communities or the County of El Paso 
provide financial support to El Paso Public Library for collections or services. City of El Paso taxpayers 
bear the brunt of funding the library.    

I pay local school district taxes - why do I have to pay for a library card? 

Local school districts and the City of El Paso are separate taxing entities and do not share funding. All 
property owners within El Paso’s boundaries pay tax to their school districts to cover the cost of 
educating students. Property owners within the incorporated limits of the City of El Paso pay a separate 
tax amount to cover the costs of police and fire service, infrastructure, parks & recreation, libraries, and 
many other services. Visit the City of El Paso’s website for more information about how your taxes are 
used.  

Property owners within the Clint or Fabens ISD taxing boundaries should be aware that both districts 
have community partnerships that offer services to the public in selected school libraries.  Visit the Clint 
or Fabens ISD websites for information on locations, hours and services offered. 

 

 



 

Non-Resident Library Card Fee: Frequently Asked Questions (draft) 

I thought libraries were “public places” – why does it cost money? 

It does not cost anything to visit the thirteen El Paso library locations, use the public computers or 
attend any of our programs. The public is welcome to visit the library and make use of materials in-
house; however, a library card (resident or non-resident) is necessary to check out materials. 

I own property in El Paso, but reside in a different city - am I eligible for a free library card? 

Yes. You are eligible for a free library card fee if you live in or own property in the City of El Paso. 

I work in El Paso, but live in a different city - am I eligible for a free library card? 

The library card fee is based on city of residence, not work location. If you live outside the city the non-
resident fee of $50 will apply.  

I am living in El Paso temporarily - am I eligible for a free library card? 

Patrons with proof of El Paso residency will be issued free library cards. The El Paso Public Library also 
offers library cards for those living in shelters or temporary housing facilities, with some restrictions. 

Do I have to pay? 

Residents living outside of El Paso, who do not pay property taxes in the City of El Paso, will be required 
to pay $50 annually or $25 for 6 months for a full-access library card. Cards will be valid for one year 
from the purchase date and are non-refundable.  

I am now considered a non-resident – when do I have to pay? 

Non-resident cardholders wishing to retain their El Paso library card will need to pay the fee prior to any 
checkout on or after (date to be determined). Non-resident card holders will not be able to check out 
library items until this fee is paid. 

How do I pay? 

Pay at the library with cash, check or credit card. We accept MasterCard, Visa and Discover cards. You 
may also call the El Paso Public Library at XXX-XXX-XXX and ask to purchase a card over the phone. The 
application and additional information will be mailed to you.  

 

 

 

 

 



 

Non-Resident Library Card Fee: Frequently Asked Questions (draft) 

 

Regional Active Cardholders as of July 2013 

 

*Approximately 7% of 286,413 registered card users are not residents of the City of El Paso 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Community Current Cardholders 2010 Census Population Percentage Served
City of El Paso 269,467 649,438 41.49%
Anthony, TX 720 5,011 14.37%
Canutillo, TX 2,501 6,321 39.57%
Vinton, TX 282 1,971 14.31%
Socorro, TX 1,648 32,013 5.15%
Horizon City, TX 2,004 16,735 11.97%
San Elizario, TX 1,862 13,603 13.69%
Clint, TX 654 926 70.63%
Fabens, TX 411 8,257 4.98%
Morning Glory, TX 0 651 0.00%
Tornillo, TX 165 1,568 10.52%
Sparks, TX 0 4,529 0.00%

Community Current Cardholders 2010 Census Population Percentage Served
Anthony, NM 909 9,360 9.71%
Santa Teresa, NM 1,041 4,258 24.45%
Sunland Park, NM 1,110 14,106 7.87%
Chaparral, NM 2,192 14,631 14.98%
Vado, NM 19 3,194 0.59%
Berino, NM 32 1,441 2.22%
Chamberino, NM 49 919 5.33%
Mesquite, NM 11 1,112 0.99%

New Mexico

Texas
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Title 13 of the Texas Administrative Code (the enabling legislation for Texas 
libraries) allows fees to be assessed for the following  library services: 

  Fees for reserving library materials 
  Rent for use of meeting rooms 
  Fees for replacement of lost borrower cards 
  Fines for overdue, lost, or damaged materials in accordance with local library                                                   
 policies 
  Postage charges 
  Fees for in-depth reference services on a contractual basis 
  Photocopying charges 
  Printing charges 
  Faxing charges 
  Charges for service to nonresidents 
 Rental fees and deposits on equipment 
 Library parking fees 
 Sale of publications  
  Charges for the use of materials and databases not owned by the library or 
 major resource center for which the vendor or supplier has charged a 
 borrowing fee 
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Source:  Institute of Museum and Library Services  
Fiscal Year 2011 Public Library Survey 

Library Name Population of Legal 
Service Area 

Total Operating Expenditures  
per Capita 

Number of 
Branch 

Libraries 

Current Fee for 
Non-Resident Library Cards 

EL PASO 649,121 $12.61  12 None- Free Worldwide 

ARLINGTON 365,438 $20.59  6 Full Service- $50 per year 

AUSTIN 754,691 $34.20  21 None- Free Worldwide 

DENTON 113,383 $42.34  2 Annual- $50 per year 

FORT WORTH 741,206 $25.89  15 40 items- $50 per year 
Inter-local with area libraries 

HARRIS COUNTY 1,757,728 $13.97  27 None 
Inter-local with area libraries 

HOUSTON 2,099,451 $20.23  41 Annual- $40 per year 

SAN ANTONIO 1,662,577 $18.99  25 Annual- $100 
Inter-local with Bexar County 
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Population Change and Collection Budget Funding  

  
Population     
(per state 
reporting) 

% Change over 
prior year 

Collection  
Budget 

% Change over  
prior year 

Materials  
expenditure  
per capita 

2004 577,415   1,298,474   $2.25  

2005 592,099 2.54% 1,010,707 -22.16% $1.71  

*2006 598,590 1.10% 1,157,448 14.52% $1.93  

2007 609,415 1.81% 1,032,200 -10.82% $1.69  

2008 606,913 -0.41% 970,000 -6.03% $1.60  

2009 613,190 1.03% 691,000 -28.76% $1.13  

2010 620,447 1.18% 546,110 -20.97% $0.88  

2011 649,121 4.62% 739,498 35.41% $1.14  

2012 655,568 0.99% 1,317,836 78.21% $2.01  

2013 685,535 4.57% 1,170,000 -11.22% $1.71  

5 *2000 Quality of Life Bond Funding included 
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* Regional Active Cardholders as of July 2013

Community Current Cardholders 2010 Census Population Percentage Served
City of El Paso 269,467 649,438 41.49%
Anthony, TX 720 5,011 14.37%
Canutillo, TX 2,501 6,321 39.57%
Vinton, TX 282 1,971 14.31%
Socorro, TX 1,648 32,013 5.15%
Horizon City, TX 2,004 16,735 11.97%
San Elizario, TX 1,862 13,603 13.69%
Clint, TX 654 926 70.63%
Fabens, TX 411 8,257 4.98%
Morning Glory, TX 0 651 0.00%
Tornillo, TX 165 1,568 10.52%
Sparks, TX 0 4,529 0.00%

Community Current Cardholders 2010 Census Population Percentage Served
Anthony, NM 909 9,360 9.71%
Santa Teresa, NM 1,041 4,258 24.45%
Sunland Park, NM 1,110 14,106 7.87%
Chaparral, NM 2,192 14,631 14.98%
Vado, NM 19 3,194 0.59%
Berino, NM 32 1,441 2.22%
Chamberino, NM 49 919 5.33%
Mesquite, NM 11 1,112 0.99%

New Mexico

Texas

*7% of total cardholders are non-city residents 
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