OFFICE OF THE MAYOR

TO: Council Members

| FROM: Mayor John F. Cook

DATE: August 5, 2010

RE: Amendments to Title 7

As you prepare to vote on the proposed amendments to Title 7, I would like to

share some of my thoughts with you and also some of the more notable

information and correspondence that has been forwarded to me ‘since the

debate became public. I am requesting that this memorandum and the
attachments be posted as back up to the agenda item so that the public may

have the benefit of the same information.

By my calculation, since I began my public service career as a member of
City Council in 1999, the City of El Paso has executed almost a quarter of a
million pets. As your Mayor, this is not a statistic I take pride in. What we
allow breeders, pet stores and pet owners, responsible or not, to do does not
work for El Paso. We need to do something different.

I feel very passionate about this issue and want us to act together to try to
reduce the number of companion animals that are needlessly destroyed in our
community. I equate this debate and the action we are considering to the
smoking ban ordinance passed by a previous City Council that had the
courage and wisdom to “do the right thing” even in the light of the same
arguments I am hearing now. When we were considering the ban on smoking
in public places, we were told the ordinance was unenforceable, too expensive
to enforce, too much government. We also heard how we would drive all the
bars and restaurants out of business. We know now that none of the gloom
and doom predictions came to pass. In fact, our ordinance has been lauded as
a model for other communities and we have received national acclalm for the
visionary action of that council.
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My office has been bombarded with correspondence and e-mail on this issue.
I am sure yours have too. I have to tell you that most of the correspondence
has been in favor of the proposed amendments. Some of them have had
suggestions about how to improve the proposed ordinance but were still in
support of action. Some have wanted us to do more.

Of course, there has been opposition. While I have taken that opposition into
account, I am stuck by the fact that those in opposition have not offered any
constructive suggestions. The majority “fall into one of the following
categories: folks who do not want to be told what to do, (the too much
government crowd); those with a financial interest; or the worst bunch who
say things like, “They are only stupid animals.” In most instances I would
encourage you to consider the sources of the opposition. Do not be fooled by
groups who pretend to animal welfare groups but who have a history of
lobbying against measures to outlaw dog ﬁghtmg, cock fights and animal
cruelty prevention measures.

This Administration has a history of taking measures to turn El Paso into 21%
Century Community with an eye towards creating an environment attractive to
the Creative Class. I cannot help but believe that such a community would be
one with an enlightened view towards ammals and with an ammal welfare
policy we can be proud of.

I am certain the proposed ordinance will not solve all our problems but it is a
step in the right direction. I have attached a few articles for your
consideration before you vote.

Thank you.
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From: ken okada [mailto:kenokada@hotmail.com]
Sent: Monday, July 19, 2010 11:22 AM

To: Mayor

Subject: Thank you for the great debate!

Dear Mayor Cook:

Thank you for the excellent debate you had with the Petland people last mght Your passion for
getting these changes through is very evident.

| have thought about an aspect of this that may help influence people. We've talked about
various aspects of this issue, from the pet overpopulation aspect, the puppy mill aspect, the
business and financial aspects.

But one thing that hasn't really been discussed, is the human aspect of all of this, especially from
the standpoint of people who are tasked with having to kill the animals, day in and day out. And
many of these people truly love animals, and hate what they're having to do.

Attached is a letter written by an animal control officer in North Carolina describing his
experiences in this killing process. At one of the animal welfare conferences that | attended, this
letter was read by an animal control officer, and there was not a dry eye in the house afterwards.

| am trying to get the Humane Society leaders to agree to let our kennel manager read this letter
at the public forum. But if that's not possible, would it be all right for one of the animal control
officers to read this at the forum'7

Thank you so much!

Ken Okada, M.D.
Anesthesiologist, Del Sol Medical Center

Member, Board of Directors
Humane Society of El Paso

kenokada@hotmail.com
(915) 204-2110



I GAS DOGS AND;CATS FOR A LIVING

Yes, I Gas Dogs and Cats for a Living. '

I'm an Animal Control officer in a very small town in central North Carolina.
I'm in my mid thirties, and have been working for the town in different positions
since high school.

There is not much work here, and working for the county provides good pay and
benefits for a person like me without a higher education. I'm the person you all
write about how horrible I am. '

I'm the one that gasses the dogs and cats and makes them suffer. I'm the one that
pulls their dead corpses out smelling of Carbon Monoxide and throws them into
green plastic bags. But I'm also the one that hates my job and hates what I have to
do.

First off, all you people out there that judge me, don't. God is judging me, and I
know I'm going to Hell. Yes, I'm going to hell. I wont lie, it's despicable, cold, cruel
and I feel like a serial killer. I'm not all to blame, if the law would mandate spay
and neuter, lots of these dogs and cats wouldn't be here for me to gas. I'm the devil,
I know it, but I want you people to see that there is another side to me the devil Gas
Chamber man. '

The shelter usually gasses on Friday morning.

Friday's are the day that most people look forward to, this is the day that I hate, and
wish that time will stand still on Thursday night. Thursday night, late, after
nobody's around, my friend and I go through a fast food line, and buy 50 dollars
worth of cheeseburgers and fries, and chicken. I'm not allowed to feed the dogs on
Thursday, for I'm told that they will make a mess in the gas chamber, and why
waste the food. '

So, Thursday night, with the lights still closed, I go into the saddest room that
 anyone can every imagine, and let all the doomed dogs out out their cages. .

I have never been bit, and in all my years doing this, the dogs have never fought
over the food. My buddy and I, open each wrapper of cheeseburger and chicken
sandwich, and feed them to the skinny, starving dogs. They swallow the food so fast,
that I don't believe they even taste it. There tails are wagging, and some don't even
go for the food, they roll on their backs wanting a scratch on their bellys. They start
running, jumping and kissing me and my buddy. They go back to their food, and
come back to us. All their eyes are on us with such trust and hope, and their tails
wag so fast, that I have come out with black and blues on my thighs.. They devour
the food, then it's time for them to devour some love and peace. My buddy and I sit
down on the dirty, pee stained concrete floor, and we let the dogs jump on us. They
lick us, they put their butts in the air to play, and they play with each other. Some
lick each other, but most are glued on me and my buddy.



I look into the eyes of each dog. I give each dog a name.

They will not die without a name. '

I give each dog S minutes of unconditional love and touch.

I talk to them, and tell them that I'm so sorry that tomorrow they will die a
gruesome, long, torturous death at the hands of me in the gas chamber.

Some tilt their heads to try to understand.

I tell them, that they will be in a better place, and I beg them not to hate me.

I tell them that I know I'm going to hell, but they will all be playing with all the dogs
and cats in heaven.

After about 30 minutes, I take each dog individually, into their feces filled concrete
jail cell, and pet them and scratch them under their chins.

Some give me their paw, and I just want to die. I just want to die.

I close the jail cell on each dog, and ask them to forgive me.

As my buddy and I are walking out, we watch as every dog

is smiling at us and them don't even move their heads. ,

They will sleep, with a full belly, and a false sense of security.

As we walk out of the doomed dog room, my buddy and I go to the cat room.

We take our box, and put the very friendly kittens and pregnant cats in our box.
The shelter doesn't keep tabs on the cats, like they do the dogs.

As I hand pick which cats are going to make it out, I feel like I'm playing God,
deciding whose going to live and die.

We take the cats into my truck, and put them on blankets in the back.

Usually, as soon as we start to drive away, there are purring cats sitting on our
necks or rubbing against us.

My buddy and I take our one way two hour trlp to a county that is very wealthy and
they use injection to kill animals.

We go to exclusive neighborhoods, and let one or two cats out at a time.

They don't want to run, they want to stay with us. We shoo them away, which
makes me feel sad.

I tell them that these rich people will adopt them, and if worse comes to worse and
they do get put down, they will be put down with a painless needle being cradled by
a loving veterinarian.

After the last cat is free, we drive back to our town.

It's about 5 in the morning now, about two hours until I have to gas my best friends.
I go home, take a shower, take my 4 anti-anxiety pills and drive to work.. I don't eat,
I can't eat.

It's now time, to put these animals in the gas chamber. I put my ear plugs in, and
when I go to the collect the dogs, the dogs are so excited to see me, that they jump up
to kiss me and think they are going to play.

I put them in the rolling cage and take them to the gas chamber. They know. They
just know. They can smell the death.. They can smell the fear.

They start whimpering, the second I put them in the box.

The boss tells me to squeeze in as many as I can to save on gas.

He watches. He knows I hate him, he knows I hate my job.

I do as I'm told. He watches until all the dogs, and cats (thrown in together) are



fighting and screaming. The sounds is very muffled to me because of my ear plugs.
He walks out, I turn the gas on, and walk out. : _

I walk out as fast as I can. I walk into the bathroom, and I take a pin and draw
blood from my hand. Why? The pain and blood takes my brain off of what I just
did.

In 40 minutes, I have to go back and unload the dead animals. I pray that none
survived, which happens when I overstuff the chamber. I pull them out with thick
gloves, and the smell of carbon monoxide makes me sick. So does the vomit and
blood, and all the bowel movements. I pull them out, put them in plastic bags.

They are in heaven now, I tell myself. I then start cleaning up the mess, the mess,
that YOU PEOPLE are creating by not spay or neutering your animals. The mess
that YOU PEOPLE are creating by not demanding that a vet come in and do this
humanely. You ARE THE TAXPAYERS, DEMAND that this practice STOP!

So, don't call me the monster, the devil, the gasser, call the politicians, the shelter
directors, and the county people the devil. Heck, call the governor, tell him to make
it stop. : .

As usual, I will take sleeping pills tonight to drown out the screams I heard in the
past, before I discovered the ear plugs. I will jump and twitch in my sleep, and I
believe I'm starting to hallucinate.

This is my life. Don't judge me. Believe me, I judge myself enough.
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STATES REQUIRING STERILIZATION OF ANIMALS ADOPTED FROM

SHELTERS:
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¢ City Code outlines a differential licensing program for dogs and cats, as follows:
’ unaltered dogs $21 ($.50 toward Animal Population Trust Fund), unaltered cats

$11, spayed/neutered dogs $11, spayed/neutered cats $6. :

o Having unaltered animals also requires that a breeding permit be obtained for $25.

o Guardians of unaltered animals are required to pay higher redemption fees when
their animals are impounded at shelters. The impound charge is $20 for a
spayed/neutered animal and is $40 for an unaltered animal ($30/$60 if an animal
is not licensed). Each time impounded, the fee increases: second offense, $30/$60,
third offense $90/$100, fourth offense $120/$140 and fifth offense and up

$150/$170.

o If an animal is impounded twice in a three-year period, he or she will be sterilized

before being released back to the guardian.

Article IA, Sec. 5-27.5 (a) No person shall own or harbor ... any cat or
dog over the age of six (6) months ... has not been spayed or neutered,
unless such person holds either a license to keep an unaltered dog or cat or
license and permit for breeding cats or dogs issued by San Mateo County



Animal Control Services. (b) A license shall be issued for an unaltered
dog or cat if the owner signs a written statement that such animal will not
be allowed to breed unless the ownér has first obtained a breeding permit.
Article IA, Sec. 5-27.6 (d)(4) Any‘permit holder advertising to the public
the availability of any animal for adoption or sale must prominently
display the permit number in any publications in which they advertise.
Further, the permit number must be provided to any person adopting or
purchasing any animal bred by the permit holder.

Article IA, Sec. 5-27.7(d) Prior to release for adoption, any animal
adopted from any animal welfare agency shall be spayed or neutered.
Article IA, Sec. 5-27.8(a) Any permit issued pursuant to section 5-27.6 be
revoked if the animal control officer has reasonable cause to believe any
of the following to be true: ... (3) The permittee has failed to comply with
any condition or requirement of the permit or has failed to pay any fee
imposed under this Code.

Article IA, Sec. 5-27.9, Penalty for violation. ( 1) A fine not to exceed
$100 for a first violation. (2) A fine ... $200 for a second violation within
one year. (3) A fine ... $500 for each additional violation within the same
year. '

City of Clearlake

Spaying and neutering is mandatory for dogs and cats over the age of 4 months.
Anyone intentionally caring or providing for a dog or cat is declared the “owner”
of that animal and must sterilize that animal accordingly.

Certain animals are exempted from this ordinance’s provisions.

7-10.1 No person shall own, harbor, or keep within the City of Clearlake,
a dog or cat over the age of four months, which has not been spayed or
neutered unless the dog or cat is exempted from the prov151ons of this
section pursuant to Section 7-10.3.

7-10.2 Any person intentionally providing care or sustenance for a dog or
cat shall be deemed the owner of such dog or cat and shall comply with
Section 7-10.1.

7-10.3 The following animals are exempt from the prows1ons of Section
7-17.1.

(a) Dogs documented as’having been appropriately
trained and actually belng used by public law
enforcement agencies for law enforcement activities,
or such dogs designated as breeding stock by an

appropriate agency or organization approved by the



Director of Animal Care & Control after consultation
with knowledgeable proféssionals;

(b) Dogs having been aﬁpropriately trained and
actually being used as a service dog, such as a guide
dog, hearing dog, assistance dog, seizure alert dog,
or social/therapy dog, or such dogs designated as
breeding stock by an appropriate agency or
organization approved by the Director of Animal Care
& Control after consultation with knowledgeable
professionals;

(c) Dogs documented as having been appropriately
trained and actually being used by search and rescue
agencies for search and rescue activities, or such
dogs designated as breeding stock by an appropriate
agency or organization épproved by the Director of
Animal Care & Control after consultation with
knowledgeable professionals;

(d) Dogs or cats certified by a licensed veterinarian as
having a health reason for not being spayed/neutered;
(e) Dogs which are appropriately trained and actually
being used for herding of other animals, or as
livestock guardian dogs, hunting dogs, or such dogs
designated as breeding étock by an appropriate
agency or organization approved by the Director of
Animal Care & Control after consultation with
knowledgeable Professionals;

(f) Dogs or cats boarded in a licensed kennel or a
business, which boards such animals for professional
training or resale;

(g) Dogs or cats which are registered with the



American Kennel Club, the Cat Fancier Association or
other recognized registry or trained and kept for the
purpose of show, field trials or agility trials.

Section 2: The provisions of this ordinance shall not
become operative until June 1, 2006. -

Hesperia

Any impounded animal shall be spayed or neutered at the guardian’s expense
before being retumned, with the exception of properly tagged and licensed dogs,
unless those dogs have been found loose off their guardians’ property on three or
more occasions in a three-year period.

Any impounded animal shall be properly licensed at the guardian’s expense
before being returned. '

Licensing charges are $50 a year for unaltered dogs and $12 for spayed or
neutered dogs.

6.08.020E Any dog found running at large, running loose, or
unrestrained off the owner’s property shall be required to be spayed
or neutered and properly licensed, at the owner’s expense before
being returned to their owner.

Exception: Any properly tagged and licensed dog shall not be
required to be spayed or neutered as above unless found running
at large, running loose, or unrestrained off the owner’s property on
three or more occasions in a thrée-year period.

Los Angeles

Spaying and neutering is mandatory for all dogs and cats in city limits unless the
guardian has obtained a $100.00 annual unaltered animal permit.

If the guardian wishes to breed the animal, they must also obtain a breeders
license.

All dogs bred for sale or trade must be registered and seller must disclose permit
number and name of breeder in any advertisement. o

Violators will be fined $500.00 and would be considered a misdemeanor.
Exempts animal shelters that have implemented an ongoing spay/neuter program.



(1) No person shall cause or allow any dog or cat owned, harbored or kept
within the City of Los Angeles to breed without first obtaining a breeding
permit, as described below. The term breeding permit means a written
authorization, issued annually by tlie General Manager, giving its lawful
holder permission to breed a dog or a cat.

(2) Each breeding permit shall be valid for one year from the date of
issuance, and may be renewed annually, before its expiration date. Each
applicant for such a permit shall pay an annual fee of $100.00. A separate
permit must be obtained for each owned dog or cat which is allowed to
breed. )

(3) The Department shall administer an animal breeding permit program to
allow the breeding of unaltered dogs and cats consistent with criteria and
according to procedures established by the General Manager pursuant to
Section 53.58 of this Code. Under no circumstances shall such a permit be .
issued to a person who has been convicted of animal cruelty or neglect.

(4) In addition to the criteria and procedures established by the General
Manager pursuant to Paragraph 3 of this subsection, all breeding permits
shall contain the following terms and conditions: '

a. The owner of an unaltered female dog or cat shall not
allow the whelping of more than one litter in any household
within the permit year. Notwithstanding this provision, the
General Manager is hereby authorized, upon application of
a permittee, to allow on a one time basis the whelping of up
to two dog or cat litters per breeding animal within any
domestic household within a permit year, if the permittee
establishes, according to regulations promulgated by the
General Manager, that such breeding is required to protect
the health of the animal or avert a substantial economic loss
to the permittee. In the event that a permittee is forced to
euthanized a litter of dogs or cats, the General Manager
may authorize the whelping of one additional litter of dogs
or cats within the same permit year by the permittee;

b. No offspring may be sold, adopted, bartered, or
otherwise transferred, whether for compensation or
otherwise, until it has reached the age of at least eight
weeks;

c. No offspring may be sold or adopted until immunized
against common diseases. The sale or adoption of a dog or
cat shall include a statement signed by the seller or adopter
attesting to the signatory’s knowledge of the animal’s



health, and the animal’s immunization history;

d. Any holder of a breeding permit who advertises to the
public the availability of any dog or cat for sale, adoption,
or transfer, whether for compensation or otherwise, must
prominently display the permit number in any such
advertisement. Further, the breeding permit holder must
provide the permit number to any person who purchases,
adopts or received any animal from the permit holder and
include the permit number on any receipt of sale or transfer
document;

e. Commercial establishments selling locally bred dogs or
cats shall prominently display the breeding permit
number(s) of the breeder(s) whose dogs and cats are sold in
said establishments and any other pertinent information
required by the General Manager; Commercial
establishments selling dogs and cats which were not bred
within the City of Los Angeles shall prominently display
the name and address of the breeder(s) of such dogs and
cats and any other pertinent information required by the
General Manager;

f. Any breeding permit holder selling or otherwise
transferring a dog or a cat, whether for compensation or
otherwise, shall submit to the Los Angeles Department of
Animal Regulation the name, address, and telephone
number of the animal’s new owner within five days from
the sale or other transfer, on a Department approved form;
and ‘

g. Any breeding permit holder or commercial establishment
which sells or otherwise transfers a dog or cat, whether for
compensation or otherwise, shall provide to the new animal
owner City application(s) for a license and permit as well
as written information regarding the license and permit
requirements of the City of Los Angeles applicable to such
animal.

(5) The following animals are exempt from the breeding permit
requirements:

(1) Dogs documented as having been appropriately trained
and actively used by law enforcement agencies for law
enforcement and rescue activities;



(2) Dogs documented as guide, signal, or service dogs
pursuant to California Penal Code Section 365.5(d), () &
(f) and successor sections;

(3) Dogs and cats certified By a licensed veterinarian as not
being suitable subjects for spaying and neutering due to
health reasons;

(4) Dogs and cats under the care of governmental animal
control agencies; animal rescue organizations which have
demonstrated to the Department that they have
implemented an ongoing spay/neuter plan, as well as an
adoption plan; or humane societies or societies for the
prevention of cruelty to animals, of such societies are
incorporated under the provision of California Corporations
Code Section 10400 and the Nonprofit Public Benefit

- Corporation Law in Part 2 of the California Corporations
Code, beginning at Section 5110, and successor sections;
and :

(5) Dogs documented as enrolled in a guide, signal or
service dogbreeding program administered by a person
licensed under Chapter 9.5.

Penalties:

(1) Any cat or dog owner found by the Department to be in
violation of the breeding permit provision of this section
may correct the violation(s) by providing conclusive proof
to the Department that the dog(s) or cat(s) have been
spayed or neutered, or by obtaining the necessary
permits(s) mentioned in this section, no later than forty five
days from the date when the Department had first notified
the owner of the violation. Should the owner fail to correct
the violation(s) in the manner described above, the
Department shall impose a $500.00 civil penalty on the dog

. or cat owner. Notice of this penalty shall be served by the
Department on the dog or cat owner in the manner allowed
by Section 11(i) of this Code. This penalty shall not be
waived by the Department upon the transfer or
abandonment of the dog or cat by the non compliant owner.
This penalty shall be imposed in addition to any other
applicable civil or criminal penalties.

If the civil penalty mentioned above is not paid and the
owner does not spay/neuter his/her dog(s) or cat(s) or



obtains the breeding permit(s) required under Subsection
(), above, within fifteen days from the date when the
Department first notified the owner of the imposition of the
civil penalty mentioned in Section (d)(1), the continuing
violation of the breeding permit requirement of this section
becomes a misdemeanor and may be prosecuted as such.

(2) The Department may revoke any permit issued.

Pacific Grove

All dogs and cats are required to be spayed or neutered unless the guardian
obtains an unaltered dog permit.

There is a licensing differential of $7.50 for a spayed or neutered animal and $30
for an unaltered animal.

Impoundment fees for licensed and spayed or neutered dogs are waived; licensed,
unaltered dogs may be waived if the guardian signs an agreement to spay or
neuter the dog within 10 days.

Guardians who wish to breed their dog or cat may purchase a breeder’s permit,
which allows no more than one litter per adult female per year. Guardians who
wish to produce more than one litter each year may apply for a commercial
breeder’s permit. ' '

Ord. 10.04.100 (1) Licensed and Sterilized Dogs. For a currently licensed
dog that has been sterilized, the reclaiming owner shall be granted a
waiver from the impoundment fee for the first-time impoundment of the
dog. (2) Licensed Dogs, Unsterilized. For a licensed but unsterilized dog,
the first-time impoundment fee and unsterilized dog fee may be waived at
the request of the reclaiming owner provided that, prior to release of the
dog, the “Delivery to Veterinarian” procedure, as defined in subsection
(d), is followed.

Ord. 10.04.100 (3) (d) Delivery to Veterinarian Procedure. The owner
shall volunteer the animal for sterilization and deposit the requisite fee
with a licensed veterinarian. In return, the veterinarian shall provide the
owner with a receipt certifying that sterilization of the animal has been
paid for and scheduled or that health considerations preclude sterilization.
Upon presentation of such receipt and certification to the holding agency,
the animal shall be released to the owner. Sterilization under this
procedure shall take place no later than ten days after release ... In the
event of failure to meet the appropriate deadline, the deposit shall be
forfeited, and after deducting reasonable costs, the veterinarian shall return
the remainder to the city or its designee for educational purposes related to
pet sterilization programs.

Ord. 10.18.010, Sterilization of Adopted Animals--Fees. (a) No
unsterilized dog or cat shall be released by the city or its designee for



adoption unless the adopter first follows the “Delivery to Veterinarian”
procedure. . v o
Ord. 10.16.040 Breeding. (1) The requirement for a breeding permit may
be waived if, on the first occasion of such birth, the litter is delivered to
the S.P.C.A. for humane disposition, the owner has the parent animal
sterilized, and proof of such actions is provided to the city or its
designated representative.

(4) Permits shall apply to no more than one litter per adult female per year
regardless of litter size, except as follows: Owners wishing to produce
litters at a rate higher than one per year may be issued a commercial
breeding permit upon completion of the appropriate application and
payment of the fee established by resolution of the council. The
commercial breeding permit is not-subject to the single litter limitation.

Sacramento Counfy
All dogs and cats over the age of 4 months must be spay/neutered
Licensing charges are $15 a year for altered animals and $150 a year for unaltered

animals

8.24.030 b. No owner shall possess or harbor within the county any dog or

-cat over the age of four (4) moths that has not been sterilized, unless such

person holds an unaltered license, unaltered license with reduced fee, or is
otherwise exempted as set forth in Section 8.08.030 or 8.24.030(m). Upon
written certification of a veterinarian that a dog or cat has been surgically
sterilized, the amount of license fee shall be one-half or less than the fee
established for intact dogs or cats.

San Mateo

Any dog or cat over 6 months of age must be spayed or neutered, unless the
guardian holds an unaltered license.

If the animal breeds accidentally, the guardian must obtain a breeder’s permit in
addition to the unaltered license. ‘
Any guardian redeeming an impounded unaltered animal will be required to pay a
spay/neuter fee in the amount of $35 in addition to the impound fees imposed.
This fee will be refunded if the animal is spayed or neutered within 30 days. Any
unaltered animal impounded twice or more within a 3-year period will be altered
at the guardian’s expense prior to redemption. At the option of the guardian,
required spaying or neutering may be performed by a private veterinarian.

There are differential licensing charges: $11 for spayed or neutered dogs and $21 -
(which includes a $.50 surcharge for the Animal Population Trust Fund) for
unaltered dogs. Spayed/neutered cats are $6 and $11 for unaltered cats.



» Penalties for violation, of spay/neufer ordinances are fines not to exceed $100 on
the first offense, $200 on the second offense, and $500 for each additional
violation of the same ordinance within one year.

Chap. 8.02.090, Sec. 3332.4 (a) No person shall own or harbor within the
City any cat or dog over the age of six months which has not been spayed
or neutered, unless such person holds either a license to keep an unaltered
dog or cat or a license and permit for breeding cats or dogs.

Chap. 8.02, Sec. 3330.8 Upon redemption of any impounded unaltered
animal, the owner will be required to pay a spay/neuter fee in the amount
of $35.0 in addition to the impound fees imposed under Section 3330.12.
Such fee shall be refundable upon proof of spaying /neutering of the
animal within 30 days of the redemption date. Any unaltered animal
impounded twice or more within a three-year period shall be altered at the
owner’s expense prior to redemption. At the option of the owner, required
spaying or neutering may be performed by a private veterinarian.

Santa Cruz County, California

e Spaying and neutering is mandatory for dogs and cats over the age of 6 months
unless the caretaker receives written authorization by the director of animal
control giving permission to maintain an unaltered dog or cat.

e Anyone intentionally caring or providing for a dog or cat is declared the “owner”
of that animal and must sterilize that animal accordingly. ‘

e TFeral cat colony caretakers are required to trap cats over the age of 8 weeks and
have them spayed or neutered. : '

e Breeders are permitted to allow their animals to have only one litter in a 12-month
period.

6.10.030. A. No person shall own, harbor or keep within the
unincorporated area of Santa Cruz County, a dog or cat over the age of six
months, which has not been spayed or neutered unless such person holds
an unaltered animal certification for the animal issued pursuant to Section
6.10.050.

6.10.030. B. Any person intentionally providing care or sustenance for a
dog or cat shall be deemed the owner of such dog or cat and shall comply
with this section.

6.10.040 A. It is unlawful for any person within the unincorporated area of
the county intentionally to provide food, water or other forms of
sustenance to a feral cat colony unless the person furnishes the director of
animal control services with a signed statement agreeing to the following
conditions: ’



1. Register with the director of animal control services as caring for feral
cats; . . . : ,

2. Regularly feed the cat colony, including weekends and holidays;

3. Regularly and frequently trap the cats over the age of eight weeks and
have them spayed or neutered;

4. Arrange to have all trapped cats tested for feline leukemia and feline
immune deficiency virus, and to have those who test positive humanely
euthanized or isolated indoors;

5. Identify all trapped cats by tipping their ears; and

6. Arrange to have all trapped cats vaccinated for rabies in addition to any
other vaccination or immunization requirement imposed by the state.

Colorado

Aurora

o Differential licensing allows for a reduced cost for spayed/neutered animals.

o Permits for unaltered animals may be purchased for $25 (in addition to the annual
$7 license fee), and the animals are not allowed to breed.

o All litters born are is required to have a litter permit and registration number.

¢ A breeder’s permit required for professional breeders ($85/year) for anyone
selling for giving away animals and is required to be displayed for any animal for
sale. The permit must be purchased before producing a litter of puppies or kittens.

o Cats are prohibited from running at large.

Sec. 14-42 (a) Spay or Neuter Required It shall be unlawful to own,
possess or keep in the city any dog or cat over the age Qf six
months that has not been spayed or neutered, except as provided

in subsection (b) of this section.

Sec. 14-42 (b) Exceptions. The following are exceptions to the spay

or neuter requirements in subsection (a) of this section:

(1) Medical. A licensed veterinarian has determined that an animal is
medically unsuited to undergo the surgical procedure. A signed statement
from a licensed veterinarian is required and shall state specifically the
medical grounds for the exemption: '
(2) Temporary medical. When the animal’s medical condition is
temporary in nature, the licensed veterinarian shall sign a written
statement as to the prognosis of when the surgery may be performed. The
date given on that prognosis shall become the expiration date of the
temporary medical exemption. After the period of the temporary medical



exemption, spay or neuter shall be required unless a licensed veterinarian
provides another temporary medical exemption and prognosis of when the
surgery may be performed.

(3) Transitory status. An animal which is temporarily in the city. When
an animal is temporarily in the city for breeding purposes, the owner of
such animal is required to have and present, when requested, a certificate
of health signed by a licensed veterinarian.

(4) Intact permit. An owner obtains an annual intact animal permit and is
in compliance with the city annual licensing requirements contained in this
chapter.

Sec. 14-42 (¢) Litter Permit and Registration Number. All litters, or a
portion thereof, of puppies or kittens that are to be whelped, queened, sold,
traded, bartered, given away, or otherwise transferred within the City of
Aurora shall have a litter permit and registration number. (1) The owner or
possessor shall obtain a litter permit and registration number within one
week of obtaining possession of any litter, or portion thereof, of puppies
orkittens. (2) Owners or possessors shall abide by all the litter permit and
registration administrative requirements. (3)The litter permit and
registration number requirements, of this subsection shall not apply to pet
shops. ‘

Sec. 14-42 (d) Penalty. Any owner found guilty of violating this section -
and not classified within the exceptions shall be subject to both fine and
imprisonment as provided by section 1-13 if this Code. Upon the first
conviction, the court shall impose a fine of not less that $100.00. A portion
of the minimum monetary fines and imprisonment may be suspended by
the municipal court only if the owner of any animal in violation presents
to the court proof of the spay or neuter of the animal. Upon a second

~ conviction, in addition to any penalty provided by section 113, the owner
shall be required to spay or neuter the animal (unless the owner provides a
written statement from a licensed veterinarian that the spay or neuter
procedure would be harmful or dangerous to the health of the animal).
Nothing in this subsection shall be construed as preventing the animal care
officer from instituting a proceeding in the municipal court for violation of
this section where there has been no impoundment.

Denver

Breeding is illegal in Denver County.

Spaying and neutering is mandatory for all animals over 6 months old unless there
is a medical reason for an exemption.

Guardians who do not want to spay or neuter their companion animals must pay
$43 each year for an “intact permit.” If denied an intact permit, by law the animal
must be spayed or neutered. An intact permit is not a breeding permit; breeding is
illegal.



o If guardians fail to comply with thé spay/neuter municipal codés, the animal’s
license will be revoked and the animal could be impounded.

Ord. No. 999-95, Sec. 8-70. It is the purpose of this section to promote the
health, safety and general welfare of the residents of the city by reducing
the number of stray dogs and cats. The council finds that each year tens of
thousands of dogs and cats are euthanized in the city because they are not
wanted. It is the purpose of this section to eliminate the excessive numbers
of unwanted animals and thereby stop the needless killing of these animals
by restricting the breeding practices of pet owners and breeders through
legislation that is both reasonable and enforceable.

Ord. No. 999-95, Sec. 8-71. It shall be unlawful to own, possess or keep
in the city any dog or cat over the age of six (6) months that has not been
spayed or neutered.

Ord. No. 999-95, Sec. 8-73. Notwithstanding the provisions of sections 1-
13, any person cited with violation of this article shall have his or her
citation dismissed if there is proof of compliance with the terms of this
article within thirty (30) days of the date of the summons or impoundment.

Lake County

« Differential fines for animals running loose charging allow for $100 for unaltered
animals and $25 for spayed/neutered animals.

lllinois

Rock Island

o Itis mandatory to spay or neuter all dogs and cats unless the guardian pays for an
“unaltered license” ($30).

« Differential licensing establishes fees of $6 for spayed/neutered animals and $30
for unaltered animals. Discounts for senior citizens are $15 for unaltered animals
and $3 for spayed or neutered animals.

« Breeders must also pay a license fee of $6 for each dog over 6 months of age in
addition to the $50 breeding license.

¢ Any dog or cat who is impounded for the second time will be spayed or neutered.

- The guardian will pay a $50 penalty fee in addition to the reasonable cost of this
mandatory sterilization when redeeming the animal from the shelter. -



Div. 2, Dogs and Cats. Sec. 7-146: Spaying And Neutering: (a) No person
shall own, harbor or keep within the City any cat or dog over the age of
six (6) months which has not been spayed or neutered, unless such person
holds either a license for breeding ¢ats or dogs issued by the City or
possesses an unaltered dog or cat license as stated in this section or a
written certificate from a licensed veterinarian that, due to health
considerations, the animal should not be spayed or neutered.

Div. 3, Impoundment. Sec. 7-156. (3) Any dog or cat that is impounded a
second time within a one-year period shall be altered. The owner shall pay
a penalty in the sum of fifty dollars ($50.00) for a second impoundment
and in addition thereto the reasonable cost for the mandatory altering of
the animal if the altering would not endanger the health of the animal.

Indiana

Bloomington

e Any guardians who intentionally or unintentionally cause or allow their
companion animal to breed must first acquire a breeding permit.

o Breeders are required to keep a record of all births sales, information on each
buyer, and proof that each animal was legally bred.

o Breeders are limited to only one litter each year.

o Permit fees are waived for guardians who spay or neuter their animal within 14
weeks after giving birth to a litter or who relinquish the adult dog or cat to the
animal shelter. ' '

7.22.010, Minor Breeder Permit Required. No individual or business shall
be a minor breeder without obtaining a permit in compliance with this
chapter.

(a) A minor breeder permit shall be obtained by: (1) Any individual who
intentionally or unintentionally causes or allows the breeding of a cat or
dog, or makes a cat or dog available for breeding purposes; or (2) Any
person who offers for sale, sells, trades, receives for any compensation or
gives away any litter of dogs or cats, with the exception of litters taken to
the animal shelter. :

(b) Minor breeders shall also: (1) Breed only one dog or one cat which
results in the birthing of a maximum of one litter in a twelve-month
period; (2) Not offer for sale, sell, trade, receive any compensation or give
away more than one litter of dogs or one litter or cats in a twelve-month



period, with the exception of a litter of dogs or cats taken to the animal
shelter; (3) Keep records as to the birth of each litter of dogs or cats as
may be required by the animal control department; (4) Keep records of the
name, address and telephone number of each buyer or new owner of any
dog or cat sold or transferred; (5) Furnish to each buyer or new owner of
an animal the minor breeder permit number of the minor breeder in order
that the new owner has proof and assurance that the animal was legally
bred; (6) Not offer a puppy or kitten under the age of eight weeks of age
for sale, trade, or other compensation or free giveaway, with the exception
of animals taken to the animal shelter; (7) Recommend that any animal
sold, transferred or given away be examined by a licensed veterinarian
within one week of he date of transfer; and (8) List their minor breeder
permit number on all public notices-advertising the sale or free giveaway
of litters of or individual puppies or kittens.

(c) Any owner or person having custody of a dog or cat which has been
altered within fourteen weeks after giving birth to a litter or who
relinquishes the adult dog or cat to the animal shelter within fourteen
weeks of the birth date of the litter shall have all permit requirements
waived. :

7.22.020, Major Breeder Permit Required. No individual or business shall
be a major breeder without obtaining a permit in compliance with this
chapter. :

(2) A major breeder permit shall be obtained by: (1) Any individual who
intentionally or unintentionally causes or allows the breeding of a cat or
dog, or makes a cat or dog available for breeding purposes; or (2) Any

- person who offers for sale, sells, trades, receives for any compensation or

gives away any litter of dogs or cats, with the exception of litters taken to
the animal shelter. 4

(b) Major breeders shall also: (1) Not allow the birthing of more than one
litter per female dog or cat in a twelve-month period; (2) Keep records as
to the birth of each litter of dogs or cats as may be required by the animal
control department; (3) Keep records of the name, address and telephone
number of each buyer or new owner of any dog or cat sold or transferred;
(4) Furnish to each buyer or new owner of an animal the major breeder
permit number of the major breeder in order that the new owner has proof
and assurance that the animal was legally bred; (5) Not offer a puppy or
kitten under the age of eight weeks of age for sale, trade, or other
compensation or free giveaway, with the exception of animals taken to the
animal shelter; (6) Recommend that any animal sold, transferred or given
away be examined by a licensed veterinarian within one week of the date
of transfer; and (7) List their major breeder number on all public notices
advertising the sale or free giveaway of litters of or individual puppies or
kittens. : .



7.22.050, Breeder Permit Periods. (a) Minor breeder permits shall be valid
for a period of one year from the date of issuance. (b) Major breeder
permits shall be issued on a litter-by-litter basis and shall be valid for one
year from the date of application.

7.22.060, Fees. Fees for breeder permits shall be: (a) Minor breeder permit
$60.00; (b) Major breeder permit $100.00 per litter.

Fort Wayne

There is a licensing differential charging $4 for spayed or neutered animals and
$25 for unaltered animals. :

Breeding is illegal unless a guardlan obtalns either a minor or major breeding
permit.

A minor breedmg permit costs $40 and may be obtained by a guardian who
intentionally or accidentally causes the breeding of a cat or dog and who offers
any litters for sale or trade.

A major breeding permit costs $100 each year in addition to a kennel/cattery fee.
This is for professional breeders.

If guardians spay or neuter an animal within 10 weeks of the birth of a litter, the
guardians must purchase a minor breeder permit for $10.

Breeders are only permitted to allow their animals to have one litter in a 12—month
period.

Guardians who allow their animals to breed and do not wish to spay or neuter or
relinquish the animals to the Department of Animal Control, must have their
animals microchipped and registered within 30 days of receiving a notice.
Guardians of animals who have bred are required to furnish animal control with
information on the birth of each litter, as well as records of sale, adoption,
buyers/adopters (name, address, phone number), and must immunize all animals
in each litter.

Ord. 91.055. Major Breeders Permit.(A) A major breeder’s permit shall
be obtained by: (1) Any person who intentionally or accidentally causes
the breeding of a cat or dog or makes a cat or dog available for breeding
purposes; or (2) Any person who offers for sale, sells, trades, receives
other compensation or gives away any litters of dogs or cats; excepting a
litter of dogs or cats taken to the Department of Animal Control; (B) And
such person shall: (1) Not allow the birthing of more than one litter per
female dog or cat in a 12-month period; and (2) Furnish the Department of
Animal Control with information on the birth of each litter of dogs or cats
as may be required by Department of Animal control to register that litter
of dogs or cats with Department of Animal Control, and to be assigned a
litter number for each litter.

Ord. 91.056. Minor Breeders Permit. (A) A minor breeder’s permit shall



be obtained by: (1) Any person who intentionally or accidentally causes
the breeding of a cat or dog or makes a cat or dogs available for breeding
purposes; (2) Any person who offers for sale, sells, trades, receives other
compensation or gives away any litters of dogs or cats; excepting a litter
of dogs or cats taken to the Department of Animal Control; (3) Any owner
or person having custody of a dog or cat that has delivered a litter or
caused the delivery of a litter, who chooses not to relinquish the animal to
the Department of Animal Control and also chooses not to have the animal
spayed or neutered shall cause the animal to be implanted with a
microchip and to register this dog or cat within 30 days of having received
notice to accomplish this procedure from the Department of Animal
Control. (B) And such person shall: (1) Be allowed to breed only one dog
or one cat which results in the birthing of a maximum of one litter in a 12-
month period ... (8)(C) Any owner or person having custody of a dog or
cat which has been neutered within 10 weeks after giving birth to a litter
or who turns the adult dog or cat over to the Department of Animal
Control within 10 weeks of the birth date of the litter will be required to
purchase a minor breeder permit at the rate of $10. (D) Any owner or
person having custody of a dog or cat which has delivered a litter, who
chooses not to relinquish said animal to the Department of Animal Control
and also chooses not to have the animal neutered, will be required to
purchase a minor breeder permit at the rate of $40 plus any applicable
kennel/cattery permit fee. The permit shall be issued provided all
requirements of this chapter are met.

Hamilton County

e Spaying and Neutering is mandatory by the time any dog or cat is 9 months old
unless the guardian obtains a $50 breeder’s permit.

o Any guardian intentionally or accidentally breeding an animal is required to
purchase the $50 breeders permit.

e The ordinance also limits the number of litters a breeder can have, sell, trade or
give away.

Maryland

Baltimore City

o Differential licensing charges $10 for a spayed or neutered dog or cat and $30 for
an unaltered animal.



o In April 2002, a law was passed that gives animal control the authority to put a
microchip implant into animals the first time they are found roaming the streets.

e On the second impoundment, the animal is required to be spayed or neutered at
the guardian’s expense. g '

Sec. 10-309 (c) Impoundment; Conditions for Return to Owners. (1) On a
first or subsequent impoundment of a dog or cat, the Commissioner may
require that, as a condition for the animal’s return to its owner or keeper:
(1) a microchip, containing the information the Commissioner specifies, be
surgically implanted in the animal; and (ii) the owner or keeper agree to
keep the information current, as directed by the Commissioner. (2) On a
second or subsequent impoundment, the Commissioner may require that,
as a condition of the animal’s return to its owner or keeper, the animal to -
be altered. (3) The costs incurred in these procedures must be paid by the
owner or keeper when reclaiming the animal.

Montgomery County

o Animal control agencies and shelters have the authority to spay or neuter any dog
or cat that is impounded two or more times, at the owner’s expense.

o The county is mandated to provide the county residents with spay/neuter clinics
and offer services at uniform or reduced rate.

Sec. 5-303 (7) (d) Multiple Impoundments. (1) If an unaltered dog or cat is
impounded 2 or more times, the owner must have the animal altered at the
owner’s expense or surrender the animal to the Director.

Sec. 5-403 (a) The county directly or by contract must establish one or

- more clinics where county residents may have dogs or cats altered in a
humane manner by a licensed veterinarian for a fee set by regulation. The
county may contract for altering services by a licensed veterinarian at the
veterinarian’s own place of business. The fee may be: (1) uniform or
based on ability to pay; and (2) waived or reduced for financial hardship.

Missouri
St. Louis

e Any impounded stray animal will be spayed or neutered at the guardian’s
expense.
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All stray animals caught or impounded by animal control will be microchipped.
Differential licensing charges $50 for unaltered animals and $4 for spayed or
neutered animals.

Any citizen who fails to comply with this ordinance will be fined.

Sec. 10.04.150 to 10.04.160 Release fees—dogs or cats. No dog or cat
should be finally released unless procedures approved by the Health
Commissioner to have it spayed or neutered and micro-chipped for
identification have been followed. .

Sec. 10.04.065 Neuter Assistance and Education Fund. All fees and
penalties collected under the provisions of Sections 10.04.150 and
10.04.160, not to exceed Twenty Thousand Dollars ($20,000) each fiscal
year, shall be deposited into a special fund to be known as the Neuter
Assistance and Education Fund (the Fund). The purpose of the Fund shall
be to offer financial assistance to qualified St. Louis City residents for the
spaying and neutering of their dogs and cats and to create public
awareness regarding efforts to control pet overpopulation in the City of St.
Louis. ... No dog or cat should be finally released unless procedures
approved by the Health Commissioner to have it spayed or neutered have
been followed.

New Mexico

McKinley County

Differential licensing charges $25 for unaltered dogs and cats and $5 for spayed
or neutered animals. ‘
With proof of sterilization, the county will refund $20 of the unaltered license fee

_if provided within 45 days.

Breeders are required to pay an additional $35 for a breeder’s permit.

6-2-15: (A) License Fees: 1. The annual license fee for each unneutered or
unspayed dog or cat shall be $25.00; $20.00 will be refunded if proof of
spaying or neutering is provided to the Center within forty-five (45) days.
2. The annual license fee for each unneutered or unspayed dog or cat
which is owned by a person sixty-two (62) years of age or older shall be
$25.00 annually; $22.00 will be refunded if spayed or neutered within
forty-five (45) days. 3. For each neutered or spayed dog or cat, and for
each dog or cat for which neutering or spaying has been certified as a
surgical risk, the annual sterilized license fee shall be $5.00. Proof of
qualification for sterilized license can only be made with a written



certificate from a licensed veterinarian stating that the animal has been
neutered or spayed or that neutering or spaying would be a surgical risk
for the animal due to the animal’s age or condition. 4. The license fee shall
not apply to specially trained dogs ‘'owned, harbored or kept for the
purpose of assisting the blind or the deaf.

New Jersey

Camden

» Dogs and cats over the age of 6 months must be spayed or neutered.

o Animals with extreme medical conditions are excepted from the ordinance.

o Guardians of animals kept unaltered for any purpose must meet certain animal-
care requirements and must obtain an annual permit from the city for $100.

o The law does not apply to animals kept in Camden for fewer than 30 daysin a
one-year period.
§ 210-39. Spaying or neutering required. [Amended 8-5-1999 by Ord. No. MC-
3502]

It shall be unlawful to own, possess or keep in the City any dog or cat over
the age of six months that has not been spayed or neutered, except as
provided in § 210-40 of this article.

§ 210-40. Exceptions; permit to keep unspayed or unneutered pet.

The above prohibition shall not apply in the following situations:

A. Statement of veterinarian. If a licensed veterinarian states, in writing,
that an animal is unfit to undergo the required surgical procedure because
of an extreme health condition of the animal. Such extreme health
conditions shall include, but not be limited to; severe cardiovascular
comprise, bleeding disorder, respiratory disease and hepatic disease. The
old age of an animal shall not, of itself, constitute an extreme health
condition for purposes of this section.

B. If an animal is kept intact for any purpose, the owner of the animal
shall be required to annually obtain a permit from the City to possess an
animal that is not spayed or neutered. The permit shall be obtained for
$100 and shall be issued or renewed only if the City determines that the
following conditions have been met: [Amended 8-5-1999 by Ord. No.
MC-3502; 3-22-2001 by Ord. No. MC-3643]

(1) The animal is examined regularly by a licensed veterinarian.
(2) The animal is vaccinated annually for rabies and other common



diseases. -
(3) The animal is housed properly. .

(4) The owner has not been in violation of other animal-related ordinance
or state laws in the past 24 months.-

C. If an animal is temporarily in the City to participate in a show or event
sponsored by a nonprofit, sanctioned animal organization.

D. If an animal is owned, possessed or kept in the City for fewer than 30
days in a one-year period. However, the owner must show proof of
ownership and residency in a town other than the City with a valid, up-to-
date dog or cat (if applicable) license and other.

New York

New York City

e All shelters and animal control agencies have the authority to spay/neuter all
animals that are impounded, whether the animals are adopted or returned to their
guardians. _

o All shelters are required to provide sterilization services (exceptions are made for
registered show dogs with proof of registry)

o All animals bought from a pet shop must be spayed or neutered.

Chap. 8, Sec. 17-804. Sterilization Required. A. No full-service shelter or
other shelter for homeless animals required to have a permit issued
pursuant to subdivision (b) of section 161.09 of the New York city health
code shall release a dog or cat to a person claiming ownership thereof, or
to a person adopting such dog or cat, unless such dog or cat has been
sterilized by a licensed veterinarian; provided, however, that such
requirement shall not apply: (1) if a licensed veterinarian certifies to such
shelter that he or she has examined such dog or cat and found that because
of a medical reason, the life of such dog or cat would be endangered by
sterilization; provided, however, that such reason shall not consist solely
of the youth of such dog or cat, if such dog or cat is at least eight weeks of
age.

Chap. 8, Sec. 17-804 (4) b. No pet shop shall release to a consumer a dog
or cat that has not been sterilized by a licensed veterinarian; provided,
however, that such requirement shall not apply to a consumer who
presents to the pet shop a letter from such consumer’s licensed
veterinarian, dated within the immediately preceding ten days, stating the



reason(s) why, in the opinion of such veterinarian, such dog or cat should
not be sterilized until a later specific date, not to exceed four months
following the date of such letter. Such letter shall state that such
veterinarian will cause such dog or cat to be sterilized at the request of
such consumer on or before such later specified date. Such veterinarian
shall also provide to the pet shop a certificate, in such form and manner as
determined by rules promulgated by the department, stating the date on
which such sterilization was performed. Any consumer who provides a pet
shop with a letter with respect to a later sterilization of a dog or cat must
ensure that such animal is sterilized by the date indicated in the letter.

| North Carolina

* Asheville

e Owners of fertile animals are required to pay a $100 permit fee and calls for a
$200 fine if owners don’t have an animal spayed or neutered within 30 days of
receiving a citation. '

o Itisillegal to have a fertile animal older than 6 months without purchasing a
permit. :

‘e Animal adoption in public places is prohibited unless the group conducting the
adoption has a nonprofit status and unless the animals are spayed or neutered.

Sec. 3-5 (b) Spaying and neutering requirements. Any person owning,
keeping, harboring, or having custody of any dog or cat 6 months of age or
older is required to spay or neuter said animal unless said person holds an
unaltered animal permit issued by the license-collecting agent of the City,
or any successor agency authorized by law to issue said permit, except:

(1) Persons who own, keep, harbor, or have custody of registered service
dogs or working police dogs;

(2) Individuals who are non-residents of the City and reside temporarily
therein for a period not to exceed thirty (30) days within a 12-month
period;

(3) Animal shelters and veterinary hospitals; and

(4) Persons who own, keep, harbor or have custody of a dog or cat and
who are in possession of a certification signed by a licensed veterinarian
stating that the animal is unfit to be spayed or neutered because the
procedure would endanger the life of the animal.

Sec. 3-5 (¢) Obtaining an unaltered permit. Applicants must apply for



unaltered permits with the license-;:ollecting agent of the City. The
lifetime fee for an unaltered animal permit shall be $100.00.

Changes to the Animal Control Ordinance Prior to May 17, 2005:

 City Council will have to decide between adopting a differential
licensing or fertile animal permit scheme:

A. Differential licensing fees for fertile and unfertile
dogs, Sec. 3-5 Annual Registration for Dogs

1. Annual registration for spayed/neutered
dogs will be less than that for fertile dogs.

2. Owner must provide proof of sterilization
when initially registering a dog.

3. The Fees and Charges Committee will set
the annual fertile and unfertile license fees.

B. The Fertile Animal Permit

1. The owner of a fertile animal will have to
pay the City a one-time $100.00 permit fee
to keep a fertile animal within the

City. o ,
2. The City will only enforce this section if
the Animal Control Officer is investigating
another violation of the ordinance.

3. If the owner if found to have a fertile
animal without a permit, the fine is $200.00
4. If the owner gets the animal spayed or
neutered within 30 days of the issuance of
the fine, the City will waive the fine.

Buncombe Coﬁnty

o Cats and dogs over the age of 6 months must be spayed or
neutered.
o Guardians of unaltered animals are required to hold a $100
unaltered animal permit.
] o Citations will be issued to those guardians of unaltered animals
S i ‘ who do not hold a permit if they are also in violation of any other
“aspect of the county’s ordinances pertaining to animals.
o Service and police dogs, animals kept in the county for less than 30
days, and those certified by a veterinarian to be unfit for alteration -
because of medical conditions are exempt from the ordinance.




Ohio

Ordinance # 03-12-16

Ordinance Amending Ch#pter 6 “Animals” of the
County Code of Ordinances

Dog and Cat Overpopulatioh

Spaying and neutering requirements; unaltered animals
permit required. No person shall own or harbor any dog or
cat over the age of six months that has not been spayed or
neutered unless such person holds an unaltered animal
permit issued for such animal by the department of animal
services, or any successor agency authorized by law to
issue such a permit, except: (a) persons who own or harbor
service dogs or police work dogs; (b) individuals who are
non-residents of Buncombe County and reside temporarily
therein for a period not to exceed thirty days; (c) animal
shelters and veterinary hospitals; and (d) persons who own
or harbor a dog or cat and who are in possession of a
certification signed by a licensed veterinarian stating that
such animal is unfit to be spayed or neutered because such
procedure would endanger the life of such animal.

Obtaining an Unaltered Animal Permit

Applicants must apply for permits required by this section
with the Director of Animal Services. The fee for an
unaltered animal permit shall be one hundred dollars. A tag
will be issued identifying the animal as an unaltered animal
and must be displayed at all times.

Effective date February 1, 2004. For 60 days after the
effective date, warning citations will be issued for
unaltered animals without a permit. After April 1, 2004,
citations will be issued to owners of unaltered animals not
holding a permit. If the animal is altered within 30 days,
the citation will be waived. A citation will only be issued
under this section if the animal is in violation of another
provision of Chapter 6.



Athens

Any dog or cat over the age of six months must be spayed or
neutered before being sold or given away.

Any dog or cat under the age of six months must have proof of the
purchase of spay or neuter services from a licensed veterinarian.
Violations are subject to a minor misdemeanor fine of up to $100
with proceeds paid to the County Sick and Injured Animal Fund.

Section 9.01.09. Spaying and Neutering of Dogs and
Cats ‘

It shall be unlawful to sell or give away in the City of
Athens, Ohio, any dog or cat over the age of six months
that has not been spayed or neutered, except as provided in
the exceptions contained herein.

It shall be unlawful to sell or give away in the City of
Athens, Ohio, any dog or cat under the age of six months
without proof of purchase of spay or neuter services from a
licensed veterinarian, including a signed statement from the
licensed veterinarian that such services will be rendered by
the age of six months.

There is hereby excepted from the provisions of this Athens
City Code Section the following:

(A) Any dog or cat that a licensed veterinarian has
determined is medically unsuited to undergo the
sterilization procedure. A signed statement from a licensed
veterinarian is required, and the signed statement shall state
specifically the medical grounds for the exemption. When
the dog or cat’s medical condition precluding spaying or
neutering is temporary, the licensed veterinarian shall sign
a written statement as to the prognosis of when the surgery
may be performed. The dog or cat shall be spayed or
neutered immediately upon the expiration of the medical
condition unless the veterinarian signs another written
statement indicating the dog or cat's medical condition
precludes it.

(B) The breeder of a dog or cat may sell or place their
animals intact. The breeder of a dog or cat is defined as a
person who owns or leases the dog or cat when the dam or .
queen was bred. To qualify for this exemption, the breeder
must live in the City of Athens, Ohio. Proof of spay or



neuter procedures for dogs and cats covered hereunder,
shall be the responsibility of the seller, or person giving the
dog or cat away. Evidence (}f spay or neuter procedures
shall be available to the Athens City Dog Warden upon
request. Any person cited pursuant to this section of the
Athens City Code, shall have the citation dismissed, if there
is proof of compliance within fourteen days after the date
of the citation. Any person found guilty of violating this
section of the Athens City Code shall be subject to a minor
misdemeanor fine of up to one hundred dollars ($100.00)
with proceeds paid to the County Sick and Injured Animal
Fund. Each day, after the finding of guilty, that the
violation continues shall constitute a separate
offense.Virginia :

Richmond

Spaying and neutering is mandatory unless guardians pay $100 a
year for a breeder’s permit. -

If the guardians fail to purchase the permit, they will be fined an
additional $50. ‘ _

Breeding restrictions limit unsterilized animals to only whelp one
litter per animal within the permit year.

Sec. 4-77 (a) No person shall cause or allow any dog or cat

- owned, harbored or kept within the City of Richmond to

breed without first obtaining a breeding permit, as
described below. The term “breeding permit” means a
written authorization, issued annually by the Department of
Public Health, giving its lawful holder permission to breed
a dog or a cat. (b) Each breeding permit shall be valid for
one year from the date of issuance, and may be renewed
annually before its expiration date. Each applicant for such
a permit shall pay an annual fee of one hundred dollars
($100.00) per dog or cat. A separate permit must be
obtained for each owned dog or cat which is allowed to
breed. ' ’

Sec. 4-77 (¢) (1) The owner-of a female dog or cat that is
not sterilized shall not allow the whelping of more than one
litter per animal in any household within the permit year.



Rhode Island

o Guardians are required to spay and neuter all cats over the age of 6
months, unless they pay a hefty price for a breeder’s permit for an
intact animal.

o Violators are fined $75 for every month that they don’t comply;
these fees are collected in Rhode Island’s spay and neuter fund.

o For those who cannot afford to alter their animals, subsidies are
included to help low-income families reduce the overpopulation
crisis.

4-24-3. Spaying and neutering. (a) No person, as defined
by section 4-19-2, shall own or harbor, within the state, any
cat over the age of six (6) months which has not been
spayed or neutered, unless such person has adopted a cat
from a licensed releasing agency as defined by section 4-
19-2 and is subject to the spaying and neutering
requirements of section 4-19-16 or holds either a license to
keep an unaltered cat, or a license and permit for breeding
cats issued by the animal control officer for the city or town
in which they live, or unless the caretaker states that, due to
age, health or illness it would be inappropriate to spay or
neuter the cat and having in their possession a letter from a
licensed veterinarian stating such, which shall be provided
to the animal control officer. (b) An "intact" permit shall be
issued for an unaltered cat if the owner signs a written
statement that such animal will not be allowed to breed
unless the owner has first obtained a breeding permit. An
"intact" permit may be issued by the animal control officer
to an individual who refuses to spay or neuter their cat. The
fee for such a permit shall be one hundred dollars ($100)
per year. All funds from "intact" permits shall be deposited
in the city or town's spay/neuter account. (c) Any person
providing care or sustenance for an uninterrupted period of
sixty (60) days or longer shall be deemed the owner of such
animal and shall adhere to the provisions of this chapter.
Provided, further, that cities and towns may, by ordinance,
require a permit of persons fWho provide care or sustenance
for colony(s) of feral cats. -

4-24-13. Low-cost spay/neuter accounts. (a) All revenue
generated pursuant to sections 4-24-9 and 4-24-10 shall be
deposited in the respective city and towns spay/neuter
accounts. Said funds shall be divided equally with fifty
percent (50%) of which to be reserved for the exclusive use



of funding a low-cost spay/neuter program for the animals
of persons who qualify for one of the following public .
assistance programs or any other public assistance program
as determined by the city ofr towns animal control officer:

(1) Any program which qualifies as public
assistance pursuant to chapter 40-6;
(2) The food stamp program authorized by
Title XIII of the federal Food and
Agriculture Act 0of 1977, 7 USC 2011 et
seq.; .
(3) The supplemental security income

_ program authorized by Title XVI of the
federal Social Security Act, 42-USC 1381 et
seq.;
(4) The federal Temporary Assistance for
Needy Families Act authorized by 42 USC
601 et seq.; or
(5) The Medicaid program authorized by
Title IX of the federal Social Security Act,
42 USC 1381. ' '

- Persons who are eligible for any of the
aforementioned programs must provide
proof that he or she is an eligible person to
the animal control officer of that city or
town to qualify for the low-cost spay/neuter
provisions of this section.

(b) All remaining funds shall be deposited in -

the respective city or towns spay/neuter
~account to fund the spaying and neutering of

animals currently residing in the city or

towns pound and to fund low-cost

spay/neuter programs.

Washington

King County

All dogs and cats over 6 months old must be spayed or neutered
unless the guardian buys an unaltered license for $55.

The county was also very aggressive at marketing its licenses by
making various grocery stores, pet supply shops, and veterinary
clinics temporary sales outlets as well as operating door-to-door
sales. C ' ‘



o [Itisillegal to advertise to King County residents the availability of
any unaltered dog or cat.

Chap IV, Sec. 11.04.400. Mandatory Spaying and
Neutering A. No person shall own or harbor any cat or dog
over the age of six months that has not been spayed or
neutered unless the person holds an unaltered animal
license for the animal pursuant to K.C.C. 11.04.030.

Chap. IV, Sec. 11.04.510. Unaltered Dogs and Cats.
Advertising requirements. No person in unincorporated
King County shall publish or advertise to King County
residents the availability of any unaltered cat or-dog unless
the publication or advertisement includes: the unaltered
animal’s license number or the animal’s juvenile license
number, provided, however that nothing in this chapter
shall prohibit licensed breeders from advertising in national
publications for sale of a planned litter or litters.

Tacoma

o It is mandatory to spay or neuter animals impounded for the
second time.

e A licensing differential increased licensing of unaltered animals
from $14 to $50.

This information provided in part by:
http.:/fwww.helpinganimals.com/res_lawspayord.asp?pf=true
http://network.bestfriends.org/news/print. aspx?np=4108
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Pet StOre Doublespeak

What pet store staff might tell you and what it really means

The Humane Society of the United States

Despite what they may tell you, pet stores do sell puppy mill puppies. Here's a list of common claims by pet stores, and what
they really mean.

Pet stores say: "Our puppies come from breeders, not puppy mills."
The word breeder is not an exclusive term. Anyone who puts two dogs together and produces puppies is,
technically, a breeder.

Truly responsible breeders do not sell their puppies to pet stores, they want to meet their puppy buyers in
person and do not sell their puppies to the first person who shows up with cash in hand. Most breed club's
Code of Ethics state that their breeders refuse to sell their dogs to pet dealers or any other commercial
sources of distribution.

"All of our puppies come from USDA-inspected facilities, so we know they

are not from puppy mills."

Being USDA or government inspected does not mean that the business is not a puppy mlll any more than
having a driver's license guarantees that the holder is a good driver. Unfortunately, most USDA-licensed
breeders house dozens or even hundreds of breeding dogs in small wire cages for their entire lives—and
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sadly, this is legal under current USDA regulations, which require only minimal standards of food, water and
shelter. But many USDA facilities have been found in violation of even these minimal standards. It is
extremely rare for the USDA to revoke a commercial breeder's license or even fine a puppy mill that has
repeated violations. There are hundreds of USDA-licensed puppy mills in operation that have long lists of
violations and problems associated with them and yet regularly sell to pet stores.

In May 2010, The Office of Inspector General released a scathing report criticizing USDA's history of lax
oversight of dog dealers under the Animal Welfare Act »

"We know our breeders are not puppy mills because we only deal with

breeders we know."

If a pet store manager tells you this, ask to see documentation that shows exactly where their suppliers are
located. In most cases, you will find out that the breeders they "know" are in distant states. The store
manager's definition of "knowing" a breeder often just means they have been receiving shipments of puppies
from the same place repeatedly. In most cases, the owner or manager has never visited the breeder's facility
or inspected their records. Our investigations have revealed that even when store staff claim they inspect
their facilities or hand-pick their puppies, often it is not true.

"We don't sell puppies from local breeders because our state is not

regulated, but (the state the puppies come from) is."

Commercial breeders in all states who sell wholesale to pet stores are required to be regulated by the
USDA. Some states (such as Missouri and Pennsylvania) also require a state kennel license and state
inspections. This does not mean that puppies from Missouri or Pennsylvania are healthier. In fact, these
states have two of the worst concentrations of puppy mills in the United States.

"Our store's puppies are healthy——they come with a health certificate from a

licensed veterinarian." ‘

A health certificate is not a bonus but is required for any puppy sold commercially across state lines. It only
means that the puppy has had a very brief "wellness" check by a veterinarian. This examination does not
include testing the puppy or his or her parents for genetic disorders, parasites, or testing for diseases such
as Giardia and Brucellosis, both of which are contagious to humans and are frequently seen in puppy mill

puppies.

"Our puppies come with a health guarantee.”

Read health guarantees very carefully. They are often designed to protect the store's interests more than
yours. They can be full of exclusions and loopholes, and often require you to return a sick puppy to the store
in order to get a refund. The store management will often use the puppy's health certificate as proof that the
animal was healthy when he or she left the store, leavmg the buyer helpless if the puppy becomes sick just a
few hours or days after purchase.

"Consumers know our puppies are from good breeders because they are

registered and come with papers."

Purebred registration papers (from one of many kennel clubs or other dog registries) are only a record of a
puppy's parents (and sometimes earlier generations). Puppy mills routinely sell puppies with papers from
prestigious sounding kennel clubs. Registration papers do nothing to ensure that an individual puppy (or his
or her parents) is healthy or free of genetic defects, or that they were raised in a humane and clean
environment.
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"We know thts is a good breeder. We ve never had a problem with any of
their puppies.”

Keep in mind that even facilities with mostly healthy ;puppies and problem-free inspection reports may be
keeping dozens or even hundreds of breeding dogs in cages for their entire lives. These parent dogs live
behind bars from birth until death, without ever feeling grass under their feet, enjoying a treat or toy, or
having loving human contact or proper veterinary care. They are bred repeatedly until they can no longer
reproduce, and then they are destroyed or discarded.

The real tragedy of puppy mills is that keeping breeding dogs in such a way is perfectly legal. Only the public
can stop the cruel cycle of puppy mills, by refusing to buy the puppies that keep these kinds of breeders in
business.

© 2010 The Humane Society of the United States

mhtml:file://C:\Documents and Settings\leyvajs\Local Settings\Temporary Internet Files\OL... 8/5/2010



Court Orders Puppy Mill Dog Racketeering Lawsuit To Proceed Against Petland : Huma... Page 1 of 2

JANUARY 27, 2010

Court Orders Puppy |\/|I|| Dog Racketeering
Lawsuit To Proceed Against Petland

PHOENIX — A federal court in Arizona has issued a ruling allowing a lawsuit to proceed against F’etland;
Inc. based on allegations that the retail chain is routinely selling unhealthy puppy mill puppies o
unsuspecting consumers. Petland is the nation's largest chain of pet stores that sells puppy mill dogs.

The lawsuit, filed in federal district court in Phoenix, alleges that Petland violated the federal Racketeer
Influenced and Corrupt Organizations Act (RICO), and numerous state consumer protection laws by
misleading thousands of consumers across the country into believing that the puppies sold in Petland stores
are healthy and come from high-quality breeders. The suit is the result of many months of investigative and
legal research, and comes after two separate investigations into Petland stores by The HSUS in 2008 and
2009 that demonstrated a direct link between muitiple Petland stores and unscrupulous puppy mills.

"Unscrupulous puppy sellers like Petland reap massive profits by pushing unhealthy puppies on well-
intentioned dog-lovers who would never knowingly buy a puppy mill dog," said Jonathan Lovvorn, vice
president chief counsel for Animal Protection Litigation at The HSUS. "This industry has been systematically
lying to consumers for decades about the source of the dogs they sell, and it's time for a major correction.”

In its ruling, the Court allowed the RICO and several state law claims to go forward against Petland, but
dismissed puppy mill dog broker Hunte, Inc. (a major supplier of Petland), and also removed some of the
consumer plaintiffs from the case. The case will now proceed to discovery and trial before United States
District Judge David Campbell.

The class plaintiffs are being represented in the case by Saltz Mongeluzzi Barrett Bendesky, PC; Hagens
Berman Sobol Shapiro, LLC; Garen Meguerian, Esq.; and lawyers in The HSUS' Animal Protection Litigation
section. The suit requests a jury trial on behalf of the consumer class plaintiffs, and seeks reimbursement of
the puppies' purchase price along with compensation for all related monetary damages for the class
members.

To learn more about puppy mills, visit humanesociety.org/puppymills.

The HSUS encourages individuals and families who wish to add a dog to their family to visit their local
animal shelter or breed rescue group where they will find healthy, happy animals just waiting for someone to
give them a second chance. For those wishing to purchase a dog from a breeder, The HSUS offers
guidelines for finding a reputable breeder at humanesociety.org/puppy.

+ Documented conditions in puppy mills include to little to no veterinary care, squalid conditions, over-

- breeding, inbreeding and dogs kept in small wire cages with no exercise, socialization or human interaction.
Breeding dogs suffer for years in puppy mills, must endure constant breeding cycles and are destroyed or
discarded once they can no longer produce puppies.

» The HSUS supports compassionate breeders who provide for their dog's physical and mental welI being.
" Quality breeders don't sell puppies through pet stores or over the Internet.

» Puppy mills contribute to the pet overpopulation probiem, which results in millions of unwanted dogs
euthanized at shelters every year.

» Pet stores and online sellers often use attractive Web sites to hide the truth and to dupe consumers into
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thinking that they are dealing with a small, reputableibreeder. Common doublespeak used by pet stores can

be found at humanesociety.org/puppymills. ‘
-30-

Follow The HSUS on Twitter.

The Humane Society of the United States is the nation's largest animal protection organization — backed by
11 million Americans, or one of every 28. For more than a half-century, The HSUS has been fighting for the
protection of all animals through advocacy, education, and hands-on programs. Celebrating animals and
confronting cruelty — On the web at humanesociety.org.

© 2010 The Humane Society of the United States
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Puppy Mills: Frequently Asked Questions

Learn more about this cycle of cruelty

The Humane Society of the United States

Michelle Riley/The HSUS
Here are the answers to some frequently asked questions about puppy mills.

What is The HSUS doing about puppy mills?

Are there any laws that regulate puppy mills?

There is a puppy mill in my area. How can | get the authorities to investigate and it shut down?

1 bought a puppy and she got sick. What can | do?

| think my local pet store might be selling dogs from puppy mills. How can | find out?

Where can | find a list of known puppy mills?

Why can't we just outlaw puppy mills?

Isn't it against the law to sell a sick puppy?
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What about anti-cruelty laws? Don't those affect puppy mills?

How are puppy mills regulated at the state level?

How do | file a complaint against someone who:sold me a sick pet?
What is The HSUS doing about puppy mills?

The HSUS takes a stand against puppy mills on all possible levels, including supporting legislative changes
conducting investigations and litigation, and promoting public awareness and education. The HSUS also
works with local authorities when called upon to help shut down the most abusive puppy mills.

It's important to know that, in many cases, puppy mills are not illegal. In most states, a breeding kennel can
legally keep dozens, even hundreds, of dogs in cages for their entire lives, as long as the dogs are given the
basics of food, water, and shelter. When documented cruelty exists, The HSUS assists in shutting down
puppy mills with the cooperation of local law enforcement. The HSUS has assisted in the rescue of almost
5,000 dogs from puppy mills over the past two years alone. But while The HSUS is opposed to puppy mills,
The HSUS cannot shut down or raid legal businesses. The HSUS is not a government, law enforcement, or
regulatory agency. :

Because most puppy mills are not illegal, we need help from the public to put an end to the consumer
demand for their "product.” You can help The HSUS put a stop to puppy mills by getting your next dog from
an animal shelter, rescue group, or a humane and reputable breeder that you have carefully screened in
person.

back to top

Read more about adopting or buying a puppy.

Are there any laws that regulate puppy mills?

In 1966 Congress passed the Animal Welfare Act, which outlines specific minimum standards of care for

dogs, cats, and some other kinds of animals bred for commercial resale. But puppy mills that sell dogs
directly to the public, including through internet sales, are not regulated by federal law.

The AWA is enforced by the United States Departmenf of Agriculture. Under the AWA, certain large-scale
commercial breeders are required to be licensed and regularly inspected by the USDA. But there are many
inefficiencies and loopholes in the system.’

Only large-scale commercial facilities that breed or broker animals for resale—to pet stores for example—
are required to be licensed and inspected by the USDA because they are considered "wholesale"
operations. Those that sell directly to the public—thousands of facilities that breed and sell just as many
puppies as their wholesale counterparts—are not required to adhere to the Animal Welfare Act or to any
federal humane care standards.

Inspection records obtained by The HSUS show that many USDA-licensed breeders get away with repeated
violations of the Animal Welfare Act. These violators are rarely fined and their licenses are rarely
suspended. Facilities with long histories of repeated violations for basic care conditions are often allowed to
renew their licenses again and again.

For decades, The HSUS has been a leader in promoting legislative and regulatory changes that would
address all large-scale breeding facilities. We also continue to encourage better staffing and funding for

mhtml:file://C:\Documents and Settings\leyvajs\Local Settings\Temporary Internet Files\OL... 8/5/2010



Puppy Mills: Frequently Asked Questions : The I—:Iumane Society of the United States Page 3 of 7

USDA inspection programs, which would increase énforcement capabilities.

Click here to see a chart of puppy mill laws by state:-' »
back to top

There is a puppy mill in my area. How can | get the authorities to investigate

and it shut down? | |
First, please be aware that operating a commercial breeding kennel may not be illegal in your area. But if
you have seen specific evidence of cruelty or neglect, the first agency to contact is a local agency with law
enforcement powers, such as the local humane society, animal control agency or police or sheriff's
department.

Cruelty or neglect laws vary by state but typically address conditions such as animals without food and
water, sick dogs who are not being medically treated, or dogs without adequate shelter from the elements.
Prepare specific details of your complaint in advance, and after you have made a report get a case number
or contact information related to your case. If you do not hear back from the local authorities within a week,
please call them back to ask for an update, but be aware that if there is an ongoing investigation some
information may not be available to the public. If you can't get local help for the situation or are not sure who

to call, please contact The HSUS at stoppuppymills@humanesociety.org.

You may also wish to contact the United States Department of Agriculture Animal Care Division and find out
if the USDA licenses the facility owner. Only "wholesale” breeding facilities (those that sell puppies to other
businesses who in turn sell the puppies to the public) are required to be USDA licensed—this is a small
portion of all the large-scale breeders in the country. Currently licensed breeders and some of their most
recent inspection reports are available on the USDA/APHIS website.

The Wilde Puppy Mill Task Force tipline, 1-877-MILL-TIP, is available to anyone with information on a
possible crime involving puppy mills—especially information from those with "insider" knowledge, or from
law enforcement officials who might be aware of such operations. If you witnessed deplorable conditions in
person and wish to file a complaint with the HSUS, please call 1-877-MILL-TIP or report it here »

If you have purchased a puppy and wish to report problems to The HSUS, please complete the Pet Seller
Complaint form. This form allows us to track data accurately and ensure that we have as much information
as possible to help us in our fight to stop puppy mills.

back to top

| bought a puppy and she got sick. What can | do?
Step 1: Please take your puppy to a veterinarian as soon as possible, if you have not already done so. Save
all records and receipts. :

Step 2: Prepare your complaint. It is imperative that you put together as much information as possible to
support your case. Please gather as many of the following items as possible:

« Name, address and phone number of breeder or pet store (or both, if applicable)
- Name of kennel (if any)

« Copies of your veterinary bills .

= Copies of your purchase agreements or bill of sale

» Copies of any registration papers given to you at sale

mhtml:file://C:\Documents and Settings\leyvajs\Local Settings\Temporary Internet Files\OL... 8/5/2010



Puppy Mills: Frequently Asked Questions : The Humane Society of the United States Page 4 of 7
+ Photographs or other documentation of your dog's medical conditions

= A necropsy report from a veterinarian, if the dog has passed away

+ A brief timeline of events related to the dog's sale and health problems.

Step 3: Contact the breeder or pet store where you purchased the dog. Your purchase agreement or store
or breeder policy may provide you with some financial recourse. Please note that many sellers will
encourage you to return the puppy for an exchange or refund, but that may not be in the best interests of
your puppy. You may have other reimbursement options that do not require you to return the pet. For
example, many states have puppy lemon laws that require pet sellers to reimburse a pet owner for
veterinary bills up to the purchase price of the puppy, if the puppy becomes ill with a condition that existed at
the time of sale. Contact your state Attorney General's office to find out more about puppy lemon laws in
your state or to report a seller if you feel a law has been broken. For specific advice on how to handle your
particular case, consult a local attorney or consider going to small claims court.

Click here to see a chart of puppy mill laws by staté »

Step 4: Complete the Pet Seller Complaint form. This form enables The HSUS to keep track of problem
sellersand ensures that we have as much information as possible to help us in our fight to stop puppy mills.
It also allows us to help other puppy buyers and report chronic abusers to relevant agencies. This
information is also compiled for reference and statistical purposes, and will help us gather general
information needed to advocate against puppy mills. You can also use this form to organize your case for
possible further action. Please note that The HSUS is not a government or law-enforcement agency and
cannot guarantee action on every complaint.

See our state-by-state list of Puppy Lemon Laws »

back to top

| think my local pet store might be selling dogs from puppy mills. How can |

find out? . |

Almost all pet store puppies come from puppy mills. Ask the pet store employee to show you the paperwork
identifying the puppy's breeder and origins. If he or she refuses to do so or is reluctant to show you the
paperwork, consider that a red flag. If you do inspect the paperwork, you may notice that the puppy has
been shipped from out of state, often by a "broker” service. These are just a few indications that the store's
dog may have come from a puppy mill. The bottom line is that responsible breeders do not sell their puppies
to pet stores; they want to meet their puppy buyers in person and do not sell their puppies to the first person
who shows up with cash in hand. '

Read more about how to tell if a puppy came from a puppy mill »

back fo top

Where can | find a list of known puppy mills?

For many reasons, The HSUS does not publish a list of known puppy mills. There are literally thousands of
puppy mills in existence all over the country, and most of them are not required to register with any one
agency. There are so many unregulated puppy mills that to publish a list of the known or "problem"” mills
may give the public a false impression that any establishment that is not on the list is "safe.” Nothing could
be further from the truth. In fact, some problematic puppy mills have been known to change their names and
locations frequently to evade their reputations.

back to top
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Why can't we just outlaw puppy mills? -

The HSUS is the nation’s leading advocate for legislation to regulate puppy mills. Since the early 1980s, we
have fought for strengthened provisions and broader enforcement of the federal Animal Welfare Act. We
continue to work to broaden the scope of the Animal Welfare Act so that all puppy mills must meet federally
mandated standards and submit to inspection, regardiess of where or to whom they sell their puppies.

In the last two years we've had some great successes. We've seen passage of federal legislation that
outlaws the import of puppies from foreign puppy mills, and legislation in four states (Virginia, Louisiana,
Oregon, and Washington) that limits the number of dogs who can be kept in commercial breeding facilities.
In 2009 alone, laws to protect dogs in commercial breeding facilities were passed in 10 states. In 2010, The
HSUS is part of a coalition of groups and individuals, Missourians for the Protection of Dogs, who are
working to pass a ballot measure in Missouri that will limit the number of adult breeding dogs who can be
kept in a puppy mill and improve the standards of care. In 2008 and 2009, The HSUS assisted in the
evacuation of nearly 5,300 dogs (and many other anlmals) from 24 puppy mills across the U.S. and in
Canada.

We will continue to push for new laws to limit the number of dogs who can be kept in puppy mills, to outlaw
the cruelest confinement practices prevalent in puppy mills, to require inspection and licensing of "direct
seller" puppy mills which are exempt from federal regulations, and to protect puppy mill dogs from neglect
and exploitation.

While legislation is the key to ensuring lasting change for animals, simply passing a law to ban puppy
mills—an idea that's often proposed—is impractical. Anyone who has worked on legislation—even on
something as basic as stopping abuse—can tell you that bringing a bill from an idea into a law is a long and
difficult process. Even bills that pass into law often do not contain all the protections we would desire.

Sadly, some purebred dog registries and kennel clubs (which often receive registration fees from puppy
mills) have lobbied heavily against these changes—and they have even recruited other animal-use industry
groups to help them. Scare tactics are used by those who profit the most from a lack of regulation in the pet
industry to frighten small breeders into mistakenly thinking that the proposed laws will apply to them. This
strategy has led some smaller breeders and local kennel clubs to oppose bills that would only impact the
worst and biggest puppy mills.

This makes public support all the more vital. Join our online community to receive action alerts about our
legislative efforts in your state »

We ask reputable breeders to join us in this effort to change conditions for dogs who are warehoused in a
life of misery in a puppy mill. If you are a breeder who wants to help stop the abuses of large scale puppy
mills, see what dog breeders can do to stop puppy mills.

Read about what you can do to help stop puppy mills »

back to top

Isn't it against the law to sell a sick puppy?
Because puppies from puppy mills are more likely to have health problems due to poor care, many
consumers are faced with significant veterinary bills or even the death of their puppy soon after purchase.

In an attempt to hold breeding facilities and sellers responsible, several states have passed consumer
protection laws that specifically address puppies. These laws, often called "puppy lemon laws," have good
intentions and theory behind them, but most have limitations.
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Under most of the laws, the dog owner is offered a refund, another puppy, or reimbursement of veterinary
bills up to the purchase price of the puppy within a certain period of time. But when faced with a sick or dying
puppy, most people choose not give the puppy back but rather focus their efforts on saving the animal. A
common fear is that the seller will simply destroy the puppy rather than invest the money and time into
restoring the animal's health. Should the puppy die, most families are not ready to risk the heartbreak of yet
another sick puppy from the same seller, so providing them with another puppy is not an acceptable option.

Nevertheless, an effective puppy lemon law can provide at least some recourse to unsuspecting families
who purchase sick puppies, and may provide a financial incentive for pet sellers to provide improved
conditions and veterinary attention for the dogs and puppies in their care. See our state-by-state list of

Puppy Lemon Laws »

back to top -

What about anti-cruelty laws? Don't those affect puppy mills?

Although all 50 states have anti-cruelty laws intended to prevent neglect and mistreatment of dogs, most
large-scale breeding facilities continue to operate in ways that mock these laws. In many cases, dogs in
puppy mills are kept in physically and emotionally damaging conditions under which an individual pet dog
would never be allowed to suffer. Anti-cruelty laws are seldom applied to puppy mills as long as the animals
have the rudimentary basics of shelter, food, and water. Puppy mill dogs are often treated as agricultural
"crops” and not as pets.

Some local humane societies and governmental agencies investigate conditions at puppy mills and
intervene to rescue the animals if necessary. In many cases, though, local authorities may not set foot on a
puppy mill unless they have received a complaint from a credible person who has personally witnessed
substandard conditions and animal suffering. Because so few puppy mills invite customers onto their
property to purchase dogs, it can be extremely difficult for law enforcement to intervene. This is why The
HSUS supports legislation requiring regular unannounced inspections of large scale puppy mills.

In those cases where local authorities are empowered to investigate, the sheer magnitude of the problem
can place and extraordinary burden on human, physical, and financial resources.

Shelters that have been able to intervene on the animals' behalf may suddenly find themselves with a large
number of animals in need of immediate veterinary care. Additionally, the shelter may become responsible
for housing the dogs throughout what can often be a lengthy legal process. The cost for veterinary care and
basic food and housing can run into the tens of thousands of dollars within weeks of seizing as few as 50
dogs from a poorly run facility.

Most shelters consider protecting these vulnerable animals part of their mission and are generally eager to
remove animals from such poor conditions. [t is important to remember though, that regular shelter
operations do not stop when a raid is conducted. The shelter will still need to be open to the public and will
still need to provide care and housing for the normal number of animals being brought to it by the
community. If a shelter is able to enter an inhumane breeding operation and remove dogs, financial and
community support during the aftermath is essential to ensuring the animals receive the help they need.

back to top
How are puppy mills regulated at the state level?
Click here to see a chart of puppy mill laws by state »

back to top
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How do | file a complaint against someone who sold me a sick pet?

Please print out our Pet Seller Complaint Form. The document can be a very helpful tool in organizing your
complaint, because you can make copies of the form, along with supporting documents such as vet bills and
purchase records, to send to The HSUS and other agencies such as your local consumer affairs or Attorney
General's office. These forms are used to track problem pet sellers and target the worst offenders for
possible further action. Additional instructions are included on the form.

You may also report a problem online on our Tell Us Your Story form.

If there appears to be cruelty or neglect (unsanitary conditions, sick animals, lack of food/water/shelter, etc.)
please also immediately contact the breeder's or pet store's local animal control agency, humane society, or
animal shelter and request that they inspect the facility. If none of these exists in the area, call the police,
sheriff or health department. If you witnessed deplorable conditions in person and wish to file a complaint
with the HSUS, please call 1-877-MILL-TIP or report it here »

back to top

© 2010 The Humane Society of the United States
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Subject: Mandatory Spay-neuter

‘Mandatory spay-neuter doesn’t work!’ Or...does it?

~ Orange County Register July 1st, 2009

B

There’s been much back-and-forth over mandatory spay-neuter - where the law decrees that a pooch’s
reproductive tract must be disabled.

Does it cut down on the number of strays being put down in animals shelters? Or doesn 't it?

The debate is particularly relevant now, as the Snip-the-Roamers bill progresses in the California
Legislature (it has just more two stops before reaching the governor’s desk). More popularly known as
Senate Bill 250 - The Pet Responsibilty Act - it would target “irresponsible pet owners” by requiring
that animals with a tendency to roam be spayed or neutered, supporters say. Opponents,

however, say mandatory spay-neuter never works to reduce pet overpopulation, and is a part of an
extremist plot to ultimately outlaw dogs as pets.

We asked Lisa Carter, executive director of the Santa Cruz Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to
Animals, to provide statistics on that county’s experience with mandatory-spay neuter The answer to
“Does it work?” seems to be an unqualified “yes.”

“In Santa Cruz County,” she writes, “we no longer euthanize for space.”

Be still my beating heart. That’s astounding, at a time when our cash-starved state plans to halve the
number of days stray pets are held at shelters before being euthanized (from six days to three, to
save $25 million.)

We 1l note here that Smp -the-Roamers’ supporters say it’s not a mandatory spay-neuter law, because it
targets just those that get picked up roaming around. That said, please click below to read Carter’s
detailed account of the Santa Cruz experiment. (And I will race you to the Orange County animal
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shelter to grab that adorable spaniel! Click on the picture above for more info).
How spay/neuter has worked in Santa Cruz County

In recent years, the idea of mandatory spaying and neutering to control pet overpopulation has
received increasing attention. This is because, after a decade of declining shelter intakes in the
1980s and 1990s - due to better outreach and education, and more widespread availability of
low cost spay/neuter services - the trend has slowed or even reversed in many communities.
Animal lovers and responsible taxpayers want a fair, reasonable way to move forward to the
next level of reducing the number of unwanted dogs and cats in their communities.

Santa Cruz has been the focus of much interest because we are among the earliest adopters of a
mandatory spay/neuter law. (San Mateo County, with which we are sometimes confused,
adopted their ordinance a few years before we did, but theirs only covers a small portion of
their county.) In the hope of helping communities to understand what we did and why, and how
our experiment has worked, we offer this account of our experience.

HISTORY

In the early 1990s, the Santa Cruz SPCA was the contracting agency for animal control in
Santa Cruz County. Concerned about intake and euthanasia numbers (30% of dogs were being
euthanized, over 60% of cats), the SPCA went to the community to solicit input about ways to
help save animals’ lives and taxpayer dollars. After several public forums, there was
widespread agreement: the best approach was a mandatory spay/neuter ordinance that would
address the problem at its source, preventing the birth of unwanted animals, in effect closing the
barn door before the horse had left.

In 1995, we began implementation of our ordinance. Its chief features are: mandatory
spay/neuter of dogs and cats at six months of age; exemptions for police, search and rescue,
service, and herding/livestock dogs (and breeding stock for all these), as well as for animals
with health concerns and dogs in boarding kennels; and the option of purchasing an “unaltered
certificate” allowing one litter per year for a single dog or cat, for a fee. To qualify for an
unaltered certificate, the oviner must not have been convicted of crimes related to animal
cruelty or misuse, and the certificate imposes certain requirements re: veterinary care, number
of litters (multiple offenses) allowed, age of sale, and the like. Our goal with the unaltered
certificate was to ensure that any breeding that took place was done with care and forethought,
not accidentally or without due responsibility for the care of the animal and its offspring.

ENFORCEMENT

As with any new law, there was a hue and cry: “It’s unenforceable,” along with, “Animal
Control will be at every door, invading our privacy!” Of course, it’s impossible for both to be
true, and in fact, neither has been. Enforcement was folded into the Animal Control officers’
existing duties: if a dog or cat is cited for some other cause (failure to license, at large, etc.), or
came into the shelter, we applied the law. We did not and do not have the personnel to go door-
to-door, nor did we ever think it was necessary to do so for our law to be effective; there was
never an intention or a need to increase our staff or budget in relation to this ordinance. The
goal instead was to educate our community and change the culture to be more aware of and
responsible about pets and reproduction. '

OUTCOMES
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The statistics tell our story best. In 1994, the year before we began implementation of the new
ordinance, Santa Cruz County shelters took in 3309 dogs and 5016 cats, with 30.28% of dogs
euthanized and 59.9% of cats. Those numbers were roughly similar for 1992 and 1993, with a
slight increase from a lower dog euthanasia rate of 29.91% in 1991. (Cat numbers were still
declining somewhat, from a 64.5% euthanasia in 1991.) In the years following passage of our
ordinance, the numbers went as we had hoped: Within two years, at the end of 1997, the number
of dogs coming in had dropped to 2817, and the euthanasia rate to 20.1%, while the number of
cats dropped to 3451, and the euthanasia rate to 47.6%. Five years after passage, the number of
incoming dogs was 2359, and the euthanasia rate was down to 19.2%, the number of cats had
dropped to 2830, and the euthanasia rate was 36%. By 2003, our numbers were as good as we
could ever have hoped to see: 1403 dogs impounded (less than half the number from 1994) and
1805 cats impounded, a 64% drop!

Most telling: when the Santa Cruz Animal Services Authority began design of a new shelter to
replace our aging facility, we were able to go for fewer cages because of the reduced number of
animals needing our care. Such a downsizing of shelter facilities is unheard of in communities
that don’t have aggressive pet overpopulation reduction programs.

We hit a snag in 2004: the Animal Services Authority (now in charge of animal control services
for the County) annexed the City of Watsonville, which had not had a spay/neuter ordinance,
and its shelter. Suddenly, we had an increased population of people (20% more), none of whom
had been required to alter their pets, or had accepted the importance of doing so. Our numbers
reflect that, with a rise in both dog and cat intakes and euthanasia rates since; we’ve been able
to hold at roughly 2005 numbers for dogs, and reduce numbers for cats, but it will take us

" awhile to bring Watsonville fully into the fold and restore our downward trend.

THE TRUTH ABOUT SPAY/NEUTER

The reality is: we will never eliminate pet overpopulation altogether. Spay/neuter ordinances
aren’t intended as a single solution to a multi-faceted problem, but as one tool among many to
address the problem at its source. In Santa Cruz County, we are more than confident that our
ordinance has helped us cut our intake and euthanasia numbers far more than communities
without such an ordinance, and to keep those numbers at a more tolerable level than they were
in 1994.

In Santa Cruz County, we no longer euthanize for space.

hitp://taxdollars.freedomblogging.com/2009/07/01/mandatory-spay-neuter-doesnt-work-ordoes-
it/24633/
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