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To: Mayor and City Council 
 
From: Sylvia Borunda Firth  

Senior Assistant City Attorney 
Director of Governmental Affairs   

 
Date: August 6, 2009 
 
RE: August 11, 2009 Agenda Item – 15.C - Legislative Wrap Up 
 
 
As requested by Representative Byrd, I have posted an agenda item to allow 
us a great deal of latitude to work on matters regarding the State Legislative 
Program.  This item is intended to allow for a report, action on the current 
lobbyist contract and direction to staff.      
 
Attached you will find a copy of the “Session Wrap UP” document and the 
Power-Point presentation I will use to summarize the report.  I will discuss the 
highlights of the activity and be available to respond to questions if you desire 
more detail.     
 
You will note that I have a slide in the Power-Point presentation entitled, “ 
Interim Goals.”  I am presenting these items as suggestions and to start the 
discussion.  I fully expect that you will have other items you want to work on.  
Members of the delegation and our community partners will also influence the 
list as we continue with our work.  
 
I am also attaching a copy of the current contract with Patricia Shipton.  The 
contract expires on January 28, 2010.  In order to terminate the contract we 
are required to provide Ms. Shipton with 30 days written notice.  Council will 
need to authorize the City Manager to provide the written notice. 
 
Finally, I have provided a slide to start the discussion on next steps such as 
scheduling an LRC, time-line for RFQ, etc. 
 
Please let me know if you have any questions. 
 
 
cc: Joyce Wilson, City Manager 

Charlie McNabb, City Attorney 



State Legislative 
Agenda Wrap-Up



Reporting Categories
1. Priority Items

a. City of El Paso requested or authored 
legislation or initiatives

b. City of El Paso worked in coalition on 
legislation or initiatives

2. Support Items

3. Opposed Items



Priority Items
City of El Paso requested or authored legislation and initiatives:

1. Increase PSB membership from 5 to 7

HB 4004 (Pickett) – signed by Governor on 5/23/09

2. Recreational Use Statute

HB 783 (Pickett) – signed by Governor on 6/19/09

3. Tax exemption for nature preserves

Rep. Marquez had drafted a bill with the assistance of Linebarger
government relations.  After consulting with House Legislative Council, it 
was determined the exemption already exists.  Linebarger met with CAD 
staff and exemption granted.

100% accomplished



Coalition Initiatives
City of El Paso worked in coalition with others on legislation and initiatives:

1. Amendment to Transportation Code to permit residential streets to be 
designated 20 or 25 mph in lieu of prima facie 30 mph.

HB 2682 (Alvarado) – City of Houston

2. Regulation of lodging facilities

HB 216 (Menendez) – City of San Antonio and Senator Shapleigh

3. Rail Relocation Funding – City Council Resolution

SB 1 (Ogden) – Coalition for Rail Relocation Funding, City of San Antonio

4. Homelessness Funding – City Council Resolution

SB 1 (Ogden) – Big City Mayors

5. Identification for individuals released from prison systems – City Council 
Resolution

HB 2161 (Turner) – Big City Mayors



Coalition Initiatives (cont.)

6. Incentives for film industry in Texas – City Council Resolution

HB 873 (Duell) 

7. Preservation of Red Light Cameras – Testimony by El Paso Police 
Department

Texas Red Light Camera Coalition

8. Texas Enterprise Funding for prospective employees – REDCO Initiative

Representative Chavez, REDCO and City of Dallas

9. Amendment to Chapter 42 of the Tax Code to give taxing entities legal 
standing to enforce collection and payment of taxes

Linebarger Firm



Coalition Initiatives (cont.)

10. Increased funding for Texas State Park System and Texas Recreation and 
Parks Account Local Park Grant Program – City Council Resolution

11. Tigua Gaming – City Council Resolution

Representative Eddie Holguin live testimony, written testimony by Mayor 
Cook, cards by City of El Paso

12. Local option funding for transportation

Worked with TEX-21, North Texas Coalition, Senator Shapleigh and 
Representative Pickett

75% success rate



Support Measures

The remainder of the City’s legislative agenda was

comprised of issues that were being carried by others or that

the City Council has indicated they would support if the

opportunity arose.

There were 65 support items and of those, 28 were successful.



Items Opposed
1. Immigration – No bills passed not in keeping with City Council Resolution 

dated January 13, 2009.

2. Appraisal Caps – No appraisal caps were imposed.

3. Revenue Caps – No revenue caps, lowered rollback rates, mandatory tax 
ratification elections or lowered rollback petition requirements were imposed.

4. Predatory Lending – No bills passed that would erode consumer protections 
currently in place.  However, loophole issue not resolved.  The bills never 
made it out of committee.

100% accomplished



Proposed Constitutional Amendments
(All amendments will be on the November 3, 2009 ballot)

HJR 7

"The constitutional amendment authorizing the state to contribute money, property, and other resources for the establishment, 
maintenance, and operation of veterans hospitals in this state."

HJR 14-1

"The constitutional amendment to prohibit the taking, damaging, or destroying of private property for public use unless the 
action is for the ownership, use, and enjoyment of the property by the State, a political subdivision of the State, the public 
at large, or entities granted the power of eminent domain under law or for the elimination of urban blight on a particular 
parcel of property, but not for certain economic development or enhancement of tax revenue purposes, and to limit the 
legislature's authority to grant the power of eminent domain to an entity.“

HJR 14-2

"The constitutional amendment establishing the national research university fund to enable emerging research universities in 
this state to achieve national prominence as major research universities and transferring the balance of the higher 
education fund to the national research university fund." 

HJR 36-1

"The constitutional amendment authorizing the legislature to provide for the ad valorem taxation of a residence homestead 
solely on the basis of the property's value as a residence homestead."

HJR 36-2

"The constitutional amendment authorizing the legislature to authorize a single board of equalization for two or more adjoining 
appraisal entities that elect to provide for consolidated equalizations."



Additional Proposed Constitutional 
Amendments

HJR 36-3

"The constitutional amendment providing for uniform standards and procedures for the appraisal of property for ad valorem tax 
purposes.“

HJR 85

"The constitutional amendment to provide that elected members of the governing boards of emergency services districts may 
serve terms not to exceed four years."

HJR 102

"The constitutional amendment to protect the right of the public, individually and collectively, to access and use the public 
beaches bordering the seaward shore of the Gulf of Mexico."

HJR 116

"The constitutional amendment authorizing the Veterans' Land Board to issue general obligation bonds in amounts equal to or 
less than amounts previously authorized."

HJR 127

"The constitutional amendment to allow an officer or enlisted member of the Texas State Guard or other state militia or 
military force to hold other civil offices."

HJR 132

"The constitutional amendment authorizing the financing, including through tax increment financing, of the acquisition by 
municipalities and counties of buffer areas or open spaces adjacent to a military installation for the prevention of 
encroachment or for the construction of roadways, utilities, or other infrastructure to protect or promote the mission of the 
military installation." 



Interim Goals
1. Transit.  Work in coalition with TEX-21, other cities, and El Paso delegation to explore options for 

transit funding.

2. Mobility. Work with El Paso delegation and TXDOT to determine whether the City of El Paso can 
access funds from the Rail Relocation Fund to study the feasibility of relocating or depressing railroad 
tracks in the area of the Medical Center of the Americas.

3. Tribal Rights. Continue to work with the members of the Ysleta del Sur Pueblo and the El Paso 
delegation to restore gaming rights on tribal land.

4. Environmental. Work with delegation to seek legislation to support:

a. renewable energy tax credits

b. net metering

c. renewable energy incentives and rebates

d. increase of use of crumb rubber

5. Military Support. Upon completion of growth management study, identify legislative needs and request 
legislation from delegation.

6. Parks. Upon completion of feasibility study, work with delegation to seek funding for construction of 
visitor center in the Franklin Mountain State Park

7. General Government. Work with city administrative staff to identify specific legislative amendments 
needed to increase the City’s ability to enforce and collect environmental liens.  Present items to TML 
Resolutions Committee to gain support from other cities and seek legislation.



Next Steps
1. Termination of current contract

- 30 day notice required

2. Schedule LRC to discuss process for soliciting state and 
federal lobbyist

3. Work to formulate matters for consideration by TML 
Resolution Committee

4. Schedule meetings with members of the delegation




































