CITY OF EL PASO, TEXAS
AGENDA ITEM DEPARTMENT HEAD’S SUMMARY FORM

DEPARTMENT: Parks and Recreation

AGENDA DATE: August 17,2010

CONTACT PERSON/ PHONE : Joel McKnight, Assistant Director, 541-4331
DISTRICT(S) AFFECTED: District 1

SUBJECT:
APPROVE a resolution / ordinance / lease to do what? OR AUTHORIZE the City Manager to do what? Be
descriptive of what we want Council to approve. Include $ amount if applicable.

Approve a resolution authorizing the renaming of Westside Recreation Center as Don Haskins Recreation Center.

BACKGROUND / DISCUSSION:

Discussion of the what, why, where, when, and how to enable Council to have reasonably complete
description of the contemplated action. This should include attachment of bid tabulation, or ordinance or
resolution if appropriate. What are the benefits to the City of this Action? What are the citizen concerns?

The name Westside Recreation Center was a geographically descriptive name. Following the park naming policy,
the Parks and Recreation Advisory Board recommends that City Council approve the renaming of the recreation
center as Don Haskins Recreation Center. Please see attached narrative. ‘

PRIOR COUNCIL ACTION: .
Has the Council previously considered this item or a closely related one?

N/A

AMOUNT AND SOURCE OF FUNDING:
How will this item be funded? Has the item been budgeted? If so, identify funding source by account’
numbers and description of account. Does it require a budget transfer?

No cost to the City

BOARD / COMMISSION ACTION:
Enter appropriate comments or N/A

June 21, 2010 the Parks and Recreation Advisory Board unanimously voted to recommend that the City Council
approve the renaming of Westside Recreation Center as Don Haskins Recreation Center.

LEGAL: (if required) FINANCE: (if required)

DEPARTMENT HEAD:

(E)Zampy.l/ if RCA is initiated by Purchasing, client department should‘ sign also)
Information copy to appropriate Deputy City Manager

APPROVED FOR AGENDA:
CITY MANAGER: DATE:




RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, the Mayor and City Council accept the recommendation from the Parks and
Recreation Advisory Board to rename the Recreation Center located at 7400 High Ridge, El
Paso, Texas, more specifically known as the Westside Recreation Center, City of El Paso, El
Paso County, Texas, to the DON HASKINS RECREATION CENTER.

NOVW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE
CITY OF EL PASO:

THAT the recreation center located at 7400 High Ridge, El Paso, Texas, more
specifically known as the Westside Recreation Center, City of El Paso, El Paso County, Texas,
shall henceforth be named and known as the DON HASKINS RECREATION CENTER; and,

THAT Efren Ortega III is the person requesting this specific name and shall incur the
customary costs a‘ssociated with the renaming of the Recreation Center, such as installing or
replacing signs with the new name or any other signs posted or affixed for a facilify. Any
proposed signs shall be acceptable to both the Parks and Recfeation Department and the

individual(s) or group making the request. (District 1)

PASSED AND APPROVED this day of ,2010.
CITY OF EL PASO
John F. Cook
Mayor
ATTEST:
Richarda Duffy Momsen
City Clerk
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Krisfen L. Choi i
Assistant City Attorney Parks and Recreation Department
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Ao my

City of El Paso
PARK NAMING/CHANGING
Application

Applicant information

Please print or type the information in black ink

Applicani Name: L,"CQEIU (IF;TCL\:\“E;‘.

viailing /-\ddress. 20 aY vz AJ t= ’)f )n City: gl 3§)5»~-§; & Zip: / C/Q, I"Z_.
Home Phone: YIS Y5 Sexo Work Phone: Cell Phone: 4/5 - 3L & ~"BGTT
Email Address: _& C\‘”(’ I & e o o d @y ob o ¢ ora

‘Organization N % ' o Non-Profit

‘Proposed Name /Change

Park/Facility Location/Address: Ve Stai O\f ( P&-\'\f K ewn J ’ﬁ\n £, [/l'é( )
’ J

“Current name of Park or Faci!ity: Went sT0E Recverdion (é 1 kel o Not Applicable

Suggested Name: \_)O\’\ Ho\é .‘{ w4 \’\ oo b o Cv‘d'\/\ be i
Category.
Q o Outstanding individual(s)

Acknowledges the suslained coriiribuiion thai has been made by such individual(s) io the City of £l Paso

and/or he developmeni and management of the Cily's park and recreation sysiem.
o Common usage identifying the Neighborhood | '

Acknowizdges the geographic Iouanon or common name that gives a pariicular idantity i a /:;e’ighborhood.
m/ Historical Event, Person, Place '

Freserves and honors ihe history of El Paso, ifs iounders, other hisiorical figures or-local landmarks.
o Natural or Geographical Feature {o the area |

Acknowiedgés & promineni or unique naiu::al or geological fealure in the surrounding area.
u] .Beneﬂt/Organ!zailon Acknowledgement ' '

Ma;o: gift, acknowledges the significani benelil of & donaliorn
o Other

Describe:
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Don “The Bear” Haskins

Donald Lee Haskins, nicknamed "The Bealﬁ"‘ was born on March 14, ]930 and
lived L\mti] Sep}embér 7,2008. He wés an American collegiate bgsketbal] coach and
].Jlayer. He played for three yezii‘:é inder Jegendary coach Henry Iba at Oklahoma /A.;&M ,
nbw Oklahoma State University. i—le was the head coach at Texas Western College
(renamed the Uni\/@rSilj’ of Texas at El Paso in 1967) from j96] 10 1999, including the

1966 season when his team won the NCAA Tournament over the Wildcats of the

_ | '
University of Kentucky.

In his time at Texas Wéstem., he compiled a 71 9—3_53 record, suffering only five
losing seasons in his 38;>'ea1’ career. He won 14 Western Athletic Conference
championships, four W AC tourn 2:11’1611‘1 tit] e.s: had fourteen NCAA tournament berths( in
1992 advanced 10 the Sweet 16 afier upsetting No. 2-ranked Kansas) and made seven
trips o the NIT. Haskins led UTEP to-17 20-plus Win seasons and'served as an assistant
O]ym-pic tearn coach in 1972 in Munich. Inducted mto the Naismith Memorial Basketball
Hél] of Fame in 1997, Haskins was fourth in victories among.active coaches when he
retired in 1999 with a 719-3 33 record. During a tim_e of 1'a¢ia] discriminaﬁ on, especially
on a basketball court, it wou]d take a bo]dﬁ bi‘a\/e man to standup for what’s right, and

cross a line that was never crossed before. A man by the name of Don Haskins would

SO0n chénge all of this. He took the head coaching job al Texas Western University to try

‘

and turn their basketbal] program into a winning program. Haskins would lead his team
102 27-1 record with seven African American players and they would soon be on thelr

way 1o a National Championship game. Putting five black players on the court wasn’t




meant as a statement for racial equglity. It was a lineup put together to win a
championship game. Haskins and his Miners weren'’t trying to chanée anything when
they took the court against the University of Kentucky in the Naiional Championship
game, and the argument could be made thé.t they really didnt é]though it would be
another season before a black pl.ayer took the court in the Southeastern Confercncé, and
two more after that before Kentucky's team was integrated. The 1966 team was
nominated in its entirety to the Basketball Hall of Fame, and was inducied to the Hal] .on
September 7, 2007. As the years passed and particularly with the success of the 2006

. , |
Disney film "Glory Roaé"," which was based on the coach's bestselling autobio_graphy --

Haskins became well-known for the changes he implemented at a time when there were

no black players at many colleges and universities.

" Don Haskins shaped college basketball into what it is today. He broke the racial

harriers that prevented truly talented players to be allowed to contribute their skills on the

court because of their race. Even though Don Haskins received a lot of negative feedback

he still puéhed on for what he believed was 1i ght. When asked if what he did v;fas to set an
example Haskins simply replied “He was jﬁsi trying to play the bAest.'players and they just
happened 10 be\bléck.’; Some people really can’t grasp the motivation this singlé act put
on the futufe of athletics but it opened many doors for athietés of all ethnic backgrounds.
Don Haskins Joved the city of E] Paso, and having the winning reputat'ion_ he consistently
held on too that cquld have taken his remarkable éareer else where, Haskins still stayed

in El Paso where he was looked up to as a hero and a role model to many. He was a

deeply loved and respected man by peoples of all ages, and to this we-owe so much to




him. He is survived by his wife, Mary; three sons Brent, David and Steve and three

arandsons, John Paul, Cameron and Dominick. A fourth son, Mark, died in 1994,

—




