






§ 370.002.  REVIEW OF JUVENILE CURFEW ORDER OR ORDINANCE.  
 

  (a)  Before the third anniversary of the date of adoption of a juvenile 
curfew ordinance by a general-law municipality or a home-rule 
municipality or an order of a county commissioners court, and every third 
year thereafter, the governing body of the general-law municipality or 
home-rule municipality or  the commissioners court of the county shall: 

(1) review the ordinance or order's effects on the community 
and on  

problems the ordinance or order was intended to remedy; 
(2) conduct public hearings on the need to continue the 

ordinance or order;   
and 

  (3)  abolish, continue, or modify the ordinance or order.                    
  

 (b)  Failure to act in accordance with Subsections (a)(1)-(3) shall cause 
the ordinance or order to expire. 

 
Added by Acts 1995, 74th Leg., ch. 262, § 96, eff. May 31, 1995. 
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Purpose
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�The City of El Paso established a curfew 
ordinance in October 1997.

�Every third year, the City Council shall:

�Review the ordinance’s effects on the community 
and on the problems the ordinance was intended to 
remedy;

�Conduct public hearings on the need to continue the 
ordinance; and

�Abolish, continue or modify the ordinance

�Failure by the City Council to act shall cause the 
ordinance to expire

�Source: Local Government Code § 370.002
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Overview
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�The ordinance is well written and meets 

the needs of the community and the 

Department

�The ordinance has addressed the areas 

for which it was intended and is:

�An effective strategy that reduces victimization

�An effective tool used to investigate criminal 

activity by juvenile offenders

�Cost effective to employ and enforce
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�Applies to juveniles aged 10-16

�The curfew hours are 11:00 p.m. until 6:00 

a.m. each day

�The time as observed in the El Paso Police 

Department’s Communications Division shall be 

prima facie evidence of the true and correct time

� El Paso City Ordinance 10.20.010 Curfew-

Definitions
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Citations Issued 2005-2007

Curfew Enforcement

�821 citations issued in 2005

�1,046 citations were issued in 2006 

�2,686 citations issued in 2007
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Command Comparisons
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Juvenile Case Trends
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The Ordinance as a Tool
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�The ordinance is employed as a crime 

prevention tool for the law enforcement 

officer 

�The curfew provides an investigative tool 

that helps in the analysis of developing crime 

trends and patterns

�Juvenile crime has decreased substantially 

over the past three years in part because of the 

availability of El Paso’s curfew ordinance
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Conclusions and Recommendation
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�Even with an estimated increase in population of 

nearly 16,000 since July 2005, the El Paso Police 

Department has seen an overall reduction of juvenile 

crime that can be largely attributed to the curfew 

ordinance. 2007 marked the second lowest number of 

police cases involving juveniles in six years.

�The curfew ordinance serves as an early 

intervention program that addresses risk factors, and 

strengthens our community’s families.  

�The El Paso Police Department recommends 

renewal of the curfew ordinance and continued 

enforcement.




